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THE CARNEGIE PENSION SCHEME.
Andew Carnegle’s offer of u pension
. Yo ex-Presidents Is taken by the lead-
{ng newspapers, almost without ex-
ception, ns & hint to Congress to make
such provision. A majority regard
the hint as Intended, some polnting
tn the proviso that the pension con-
tinue only untll Congress makes sult-
.able provision, but almost all take the
hint, whether intended or mot.” The
New York Sun makes severe animad-
version on Carnegie for making the
offer and others take occasion to com-
ment adversely on the existence of
puch large fortunes as his and on the
.negligence of the Natlon In allowing
rich men to perform service which
should be performed by the Govern-
ment. The offer, by lt= very unwel-
romeness to the people, has awakened
them to consciousness of o neglectad
duty and has made the subject of pen-
slons-to and future public service from
ex-Presidents a live issue, which has
airesdy borne fruit in the drafting of
@ bill covering the subject,
The New York World says Carne-
gle’s offer “has forced the lssue upon
{fhe consideration of Congress,” but
adds that, however excellent Carne-
gle's motives, it Is impo=sible for a
man who has held the highest electlve
office in the world to accept & pen-
elon from an individoal,'” for the Tea-
son that “popular sentiment would be
so strongly agninst it that no ex-
President would take the money.” It
cills the failure of the Nation to pen-
gion ex-Presidents: a Natlonal dis-
grace and says that the country
“should fee! ashamed of itself for tol.
erating a situation” which makes the
proposal possible.
Taking Taft's casse as an [llustra-
tion, the World says he could not be
a counsel for corporations arithout
subjecting hims=elf to severe critictsm,
nor argue & case hefore the Bupreme
Court. for he appointed a majority of
the Justices; nor *“take a retainer
without throwing the prestige of the
office on the side of his clisnt™ 1t
declares pensions a duty which “the
! pountry owes not to its ex-Presidents
but to Itself—to u great office which
, should never be commercialized.”
« Carnegle is credited by the New
» York Tribune with a purposs only to
draw attention to “the possihle desir-
ability of Government provision” and
says his offer will thus have served

& useful purpose. It foins in the gen-
eral disapprovial of pensions from any
private Individual to ex-Presidente

1t daes not admit, but does not deny,
the need of pensions, saying:

No eax-President since the Civil War has
LY Bees foreed to any undignified activities or
any pecuniary emtarassment, with the ex-
saption of General Grant,

Any pension which implies an ob-
ligation “that an ex-Pesident should
refrain from normal activities as a
pitigan" is held by the Tribune to be
unfortunate, with the remark:

Wa want no endowed National figure-
headls, set apart llke Princes of the hlood
AL the same time we want our Presidents
in serye without worry about the future

Sugges=ting that Carnegie had no
other purpose than to stir up the Na-
tion to action, the New York Amerl-

can says:
Certainly i Is unilkely that public sen-
¢ Hmont will acquiesce In the [dea tha: a

private person—of forelgn birth—should be-
tome the continuing benefactor and wsus-
talner of our foremost clilzsna

That jourmal attributes our reluc-

tance to pension ex-Presidents to “a

doubt as to the fltness of such a pro-

ceeding,” but glves as reasons for the

removal of thls doubt the facts that

“*an man who has held the Presiden-

tinl office s wuniquely qualified to

serve the Natlon {n some advizory ca-

pacity” and *"that a man who hes

arrived at the White House and has

Nlved thers for a term or two, as the

people’s spokeaman and representa-

tive to all the nations, has by that

fact so linked his name with the Na-

tional honor and dignity that he after.

ward loses the right possessed by

every private citlzen to lend his name

i to money-making enterprises.’”” It sug-

i gexts as a third consideration “that

B the absorption of & generous mind in

1 large public and in personal affairs

T tends to unfit a man for the success-

[ ful prosecution of private business un-

y der the conditions that now exist.™ It

ul nppears the suggestion that ex-Presl-

] dents be made life Senators, bot pre-

faces a recommendation that Carne-

£le's offer be withdrawn as unaccept-
able with this oplnion:

Biut the dea of making ex-Presidents the

. heneficinries of the bousiy of any private

philanthropisl 1= inconsistent with the dig-

nity of the office and of the intended recip-

fant.
Describing Carnegle’s proposal as
“now defunct,” the New York Globe

valls the whole penslon agitation a
plan for “mummifying ex-Presidents.”
§ ‘The Globe scoffs at the idea that it
i scandalous and !ndecent for an ex-
" President to do moré than hreathe
g and says:
» . The ex-Presients have dons pretty well,
«=thank You. and there i 0o Desd to worry
over them So far ax there I» record there
i Do instunce of an ex-President or his
txmily going 10 the pos ouse or of living
in ahfect asd moul-destroyicg poverty.
Reasonable peneions Tor publle servants
wha have spint themselves in the publle
strvice are. of course, destradle, and ex-
Presidenta, lke othera, should have the
henefita But sccording 10 the sams prio-
_cipler applied to all
. The New York Herald says Carne-
I gis "might better have a big bonfire
¢ and burn it up Fourth of July style
than seel to creats a private pensfon
] fund for men who have held the office
of Prealdent.”
h It approves of the idea of a Gov-
1 ernment pension and bhelleves Carnegie
r mude hls offer “in order to shame
(ongress” into voting pensions.
Carnegle 15 credited by the Chicago
Tribune with "doing one public serv-
ice of which he is unconscious” an
thus explains its meaning: y
Ha I» reduring to the sbsurd the theery
that any slngle man shomld be permitted to

Who will be he first ex-President of the
I"nited Statas to step up, hat in hand, 1o
the Thane of Skiho and ler that modest and
unostentdtious son of Plutus drop 325,000 &

Fear tharsin?
There is ¥ no reason why a form-

certain]

er President ¢f the United States should be
s parsaite on & dropsical private fortune
made out of outgrown commercisl u

rebates, out of sny outgrown eystem like
protection for projection’s saks, fines levied
n the majority to give ane Hitle strutting
nli;oem immaortal cppertunity for adver-
tising. 3
It would be imtolerable and disk

The Baltimore Sun does not think
“any President or former President
now lving. or any !ndividunl now liv-
ing who becomes President, will be
likely to accept the offer,” adding:
“There ls something im the capable
man that resents such charity.” Tt
strongly suspects Carnegie chose this
method *“of calling attention to the
Inexcusable falluré of the Government
to make some provision for its former
Presidents” and predicts that, as such,
It will doubtless prove successful. It
deprecates the disposition to dspre-
¢fate Carnegie’s gifts and to condemn
the manner in swhich he scquirgd his
fortune, =aylng that he “made his
money without utilizing any of the il-
tegnl practices that marked the
growth of the oll and sugar and other
trusts.” It say=z that when such men
“look upon their great wealth as a3
trust to be expended for the benefit
of their brothermean they should
neither be langhed at nor patronizad
as =illy old gentlemen nor svorned as
hypocrites*

Defending Carnegie against those
eritics who call him “merely & vain-
glorlous person,” the Washington
Post says his object was to bring about
“the enactment of a law that will
make his private bounty unnecessary”
and that no better method could have
been devised. It calls Carnegie’s offer
“in effect a severe arraignment of tha
Government for its neglect of duty
toward all its servants from President
to janitors,” contrasts our neglect in
this particular svith the practice of
other nations and says he “has done
a great public service in directing
sharp attention to this great Injus-
tice.”

Commenting on Representative Bur-
leson's bill to pension ex-Presidents at
$17.500 a year and to make them dele-
gates-at-large for life In the House,
but without vote, the Washington Star
recommends that the subject go over
to next Congress. It questions ths
wisdom of making ex-Presidents mem-
bers of the House, asking how influ-
ential or how comfortable Cleveland
would have been If he had passed into
the House in March, 1887, or how
Taft would care to pass to the Housa
next March. It suggests that “during
the extra session he might enjoy him-
gslf polnting out to Mr. Underwood
the difference between & tariff for pol-
itics and = tariff for revenue only,”
but that after that his “interest in
proceedings would be lkely to wane.”

The Springfleld Republican holds
that Carnegle's offer was meant “ns
merely a folt to Congress regarding
{ts plain duty to provide the pensions.”

The effect of Carnegle's action, says
the Springfleld Unlon, “must be to
force immediate action from Con-
gress” and that journsl adds that
there [s no reason whatever why our
ex-Presidents should be dependent
on private bountles,” end that the
people “would prefer to hava the Na-
tion fulfill an obligation that Is peono-
Harly Its own.,” It temarks that “pri-
vate funds are belng devotad to many
objects that by right should be sup-
ported directly by the public, but
which would be sorely neglected, but
for the Initlative of men lke Mr.
Carnegle and Mr. Rockefeller.” It
says that, when the public has learned
to do its duty in these respects, “it
will be in a position to dispense with
the luxury of near-billlonalres, and the
gaps between socinl classes will be
less formidable than fat present.”

WHAT REGULATES PRICES.

That professedly progressive
weakly, the Saturday Evening Post,
which often scoffs at recognized eco-
nomic lawna, ridicules the law of sup-
ply and demand, saying It has rel-
atlvely little to do with fixing the
price of anything and that the first
factor in fixing price is the cost of
production.

It is as true now as It always has|
been that price is regulated solely by |
supply and demand, though price
usualiy fluctuates close to cost of
production, There are other factors,
however. The world’s crop of hops
is at the mercy of the weather, Good

X2 | on the Adristic, The protest of Aus-

IT MIGHT HAPPEN.
By the occupation of Durazzo the
Servians make It clear that they are
inexorably determined to have a port

trla does not deter them, and they
are willing to plunge Europe into &
general wsar rather than forego their
project. The professional peacemak-
ers have been telling the world that
the Sarvians would yield to Austria's
desire for the possession of tha Al-
banlan port and find an outlet for
thelr trade by way of the Aegean.
The plan waz to send the Servians
down to the coast of the Gulf of Sa-
lonica and give Austria clear sway
along the Adriatiec. But the peace-
makera propose and the Balkan allles
dispose. Servia will not do as she 15
bid any more than the Bulgarians or
Montenegrins will.

The fact of the matter is that the
world s facing In the Balkan country
one of those human upheavals which
now and then get beyond the control
of ordinary restraints and ignore all
the teschings of prudence and poliey.
it is by movements of this kind that
the enduring trends of history are
caused.

We do not belleve that Europe will
be able to dictate to the Balkan allles
what sort of & peace they shall make
with the Turk or how they shall dls-
pose of thelr congquests. The people
of the mountain states have come to
the pass where they choose death
rather than longer submission to the
oppression’ whieh has harried them
for 500 yvears, They have taken their
lives In their hands and are a= ready
to die fighting Austrians as Turks.

The situation reminds one of that
In France at the outbreak of the Rev-
plution, Allied Europe tried its best
to undo the work of the French peo-
ple. The consequence was a military
outburst which overthrew half the
thrones of the world and sent demaoc-
racy ahead a thousand years at one
leap. It is likely enough that Europse
by intarfering with the Balkan allies
would bring down on iiself an BVA-
lanche of resentful warriors who have
already proved themselves to he for-
midable fighters and who might not

stop untll they had camped In the
streats of Berlin. Such things have
happened.

DISASTREOUS LAWMAKING,

Repeated statements by the chief
sponsors for the railroad rate law
adoptad in the last election, that the
measure ls “safe and sane” and that
it is Wwritten in simple English, would
be comforting if borne out by the tar-
iffs now in attempted course of con-
struction, As a matter of fact, the
law is dangerous and crauy, and the
person who drew It does not seem to
have understood the ordinary rudl-
ments of the English language.

As an example of the framer's
strange conception of word meanings
the second section may be clted, This
section declares that “where no min-
Imum carload weight iz provided for
each”—(mark the word “each’)—"ar-
ticle by a rallroad or fixed by an or-
der of the Rallroad Commission of
Oregon, the minimum earload weight
shall be 20,000 pounds.

The word “each” is Inclosive in its
application. Literally construad, this
section means that if one article out of
ull these listad in the tarlff sheets
has not been given a minfmum carload
weight, every article carried by the
railroads shall take the 20-000-pound
minimum. AS a matter of fact, no
minimum carload welght is now fixed
for either wool or hops. Therefore, i
the mct were to be construed literally,
wool, wheat. rock, gravel, brick,
canned goods and everything else
should take the minimum welght of
80,000 pounds, Is la hardly to be
{feared, however, that this meaning will
be glven therssection. 1t ls g0 prepos-
terous that the real Intent must be
sought outside the plain reading of the
act. The wording s quoted merely
as an example of the “simplse Eng-
Ush” with which the ‘law is con-
structed.

As to Its sufety and sanity, it may
be stated that to the ordinary voter,
who is unfamiliar with the Intricacies
of rate-making, the law would seem
to fix minimum rates. On its face the
act apparently would not Increass any
rate because of the supposition that it
would not be necessary for the rail-
road to increase.any rate that was
below the maximum provided, while,

weather in all hop countries has in
some vears produced so Iarge a crop |
that the price has fallen far below
cost of production, but farmers still
plck and sell their hops for what they
can gEet, The following year many
farmers, dlsgusted at their losses,
ralse no crop. Bad weather may then
ruin the crops In &ll except one or
two dlstricts, and the price rises to
several times the cost of production,
in fact has no relation thereto. The
demand is usually constant, but the
supply fluctuates without regard to
cost of production.

The Post says that billlons of tons
of coa] under the ground have no in-
fluence on price. Of course they have
not, eny more than unimproved agri-
eultural land influences the price of
wheat, If a mine has been opened in
& body of coal, the owner will regu-
late the amount produced according
to price, or will close the mine if
price falls below cost of production.
In like manner, a farmer will sow a
field to wheat or some other crop ac-
cording to his judgment of which will
be most profitable, and thereby will
influence supply and demand.

A notable {llustration of the work-
ing of this law has grown out of the
automoblle industry. Though Inde-
pendent refilners testify that the dis-
solution of the Standard 0il Company
has restored competition, tha great
demand for petroleum products grow-
ing out of theilr usa by automobiles
has caused tha price to rise without
regard to cost of production. To the
samo industry Is due the fincreased
ose of rubber. Cest of production has
not changed materially, but price has
risen enormously In consequence of
greater demand, and has stimuilated
rubber planting to increase supply. If
this supply should be =0 excessive as
to send the price below cost, the
growers would rather sell it below
cost than suffer a total loas

Jf the growers should combine to
hoid the supply for higher pricess,
that supply would still be a bear in-
fluence on the market, Interest on ita
cost would be eating Into the Invest-
ment and meanwhile outsiders would
selze the opportunity to produce rub-
ber and reap the profits of the com-
binution’s control, at the same time
preventing the combinstion from
ralsing the price to compensate for its
interest ex

<sasruise uolimited dominlen over husdreds

. penses,
The law of supply and demand can)

on the other hand, any rate above the
maximum would come down.

This would Be trus were it not for
the facts that the law expressly pro-
vides for uniformity of classification
ratings between one class and another
and Imposes « fine on any rallroad
that fixes a carload rate above a cer-
tain percentage of the less-than-car-
load rate.

For an illustration of the effect of
the law, the present rate on shipments
of green frult from Medford to Port-
land may ba taken. Such shipments
now take a =pecial commodity rate.
The less-than-carload rats from Med-
ford to Portland is 45 centa; the car-
load rate is 28 per cent. The mini-
mum carload welght on green fruit ls
28,000 pounds, The new law provides
that under such a welghting the car-
load rate shall not exceed 69.per cent
of the less-than-carload rate. But the
rate now in force is 82 per cent of
the carload rate. Plainly, the present
rite must be changed, as the relation-
ship Is illegal. .

If the rallrogd continues to move
green fruit under the presaent commod-
Ity rate it commits & crime. For each
carload thus hauled it may be fined
$100 and costs of prosecutlon. It must
maks its green fruit rates conform to
the act- As the rate must be changed,
the only guldance offered Is in the act
ftsalf. The act recognizes classifiea-
tions and presumably It refers to the
Western classification or the one now
recognized by a8ll Western roads and
the Commissions. This classification
places green frult in the first class,
and the Rallroad Commission has given
it & rata of 87 cents from Medford te
Portland in less carload quantities. If
this rate iz reduced on the spécific ar.
ticle, the nrticle I= put of its recog-
nized class, and uniformity of per-
centages Is destroyed. If all first-class
rates are changed, the entire fabric of
ratas fa upset, for the first-class rate Is
the bazis for all rateas. No other com-
clusion seems possible but that the
Medford green fruit rate on less-car-
load quantities must be ralsed from
45 cents to 87 cents.

The carload rate on green fruit, &c-
cording to the terms of the act, must
not excesad 50 per cent of 87 cents, or
57 cents. Aftorneys who have been
endsavoring to construe the act hold |
that the percentage that may be. se-
lected within this maximum must pre-

7| o o i

jmerely a2z a lending member of the

a - - e - hd
road cannot be compelled to go In fix-
ing freight rates. The rate must not

abandoning commodity rates where so
compelled by the act will apply the
maximum class rate fixed by law,

Thus has Medford, while acquiring
favorable jobbing  rates, probably
rulned a part of its fruit industry.
Portiand this vear took Medford's en-
tire output of paaches, shipped locally
from the dlistrict. The carload rates,
it is probable, will next year be double
what they were this year, if the act is
uanheld.

Nor i Medford the only community
that will suffer. It is apparent that
the Salem brick and tile factory, which
markets & large output In Portland,
will discover it is discriminated against
in favor of Washington plants, swvhose
rates cannot be affected by the Oregon
law. Undér this construction of the
act the interlor sawmill, which relles
wholly on rallroads for transporting
its log=, will be unahle to compete with
the water mills, Baker has secured
favorable jobblng rates at the expense
of the wheatgrowers end livestock-pro-
ducers. The potato-grower is hit. The
builder, cement shipper, the haygrow-
er, the livestock man, the lumber ship-
per and a dozen others, whose Indus-
trles must prosper in order that the
jobber may exist, are to suffer, and
perhaps be put out of « business
through a foolish attempt by the in-
terlor Jobber to widen his territory.

There are also numerous uncertain-
tles in the act. Ons section may be
construed to mean that a separate
minimum carload welght shall he fixed
according to the capacity of the car
used, Under such construction a rank
diserimination ls made in favor of the
large shipperagainst the smaller one,
with the further prospect in view that
the smaller squipment of the rallroads
will be largely tled up becaunse large
cars, which will provide low rates, will
be demandad by shippers.

Not only is the intent of the bill
not expressed in plaln words, but no
man could gain an idea of its affect
without first scquiring & knowledge
of railroad rate making and then ap-
plylng the provislons of the act dl-
rectly to all frelght that moves In Ore-
gon through tedlous reference to the
Western claasification and the exist-
ing freight tariffs, That not one man
in a thousand who voted for the bill
did this is not open to question,

A LESSON TO TAKE TO HEART.

The success of ths Balkan states
over Turkevy holds & warning for the
United Stntes not to rely upon our mil-
lions of men capabla of military serv-
ice to defend the eountry In time of
emergency. The Turks were much
reddier for war than we #re, but they
were not as ready as their foes, who
give military training to every man
capable of bearing arms and pass them
from the regular army inte the re-
aerves, sublect to call. They maln-
tain unusually large standing armies
in proportion to population, and keep
them in & high state of efficlency. The
Turks have been neglecting thelr armsy
sincesthe deposition of Abdul Hamlid,
and had thelr forces scattered over
thair wide territory. The total war
strength of the allies nearlys equals
that of the Turks, but it so nearly
equals the number of men capable of
bearing ‘arms that the number of
avalilable men who remsin unorgan-
ized is less than hsalf thelr war
strength, whils Turkey has 2,000,000
unorgenized men as compared with a
total war strength of 725,000 men.

Through being ready, while the
Turks were unready, the allies have
carried the war to the gites of the
Turkish capltal and have almost wiped
out Turkish power in Europe. This
has been accomplished In less than
two months, and only now, when they
are beaten and sulng for peace, are
the Turks assembling and organizing
thelr reserves. In short, the battle 1=
iost before the Turks have had time to
prepare for its beginning.

The moral is that the nation which
delays preparation untl] War begins Is
already Dbeaten, Modern wars are
ghort and decisive. The Austro-Prus.
gian war of 1868 Is known &= the six
weeks' war, The gigantle struggle
between France and Germany was
practically decided In three months,
for within that time Paris wa= be-
sieged, Our reliance on our inherent
strength Is blind folly. The greatest
nation, if ontrained and unorganized
for war, is powerlessin the hands of &
small natlon with a large, well-trainad
army. We should do well to take to
heart the lesson of the Balkan war.

BREYAN, THE GEEAT FROBLEM.

The whole country s becoming
stirred up over the twln questions:
“What will Wilson do with Bryan?"
and “What will Bryan do with Wii-
son?" The Democratic party Is par-
ticularly stirred up, not to =ay vio-
lently agitated, and some of its mem-
bers are becoming vocifercusly Indig-
nant at the very suggestion that Bryan
should have any part In the Wilson
Administration. A report, afferwards
denied, that Wilson had Invited Bryan
to join him in Bermuda for consulta-
tion made the Nebraskan the one tople
of discussion.

That Bryvan intends to have much
to £ay about the polley of the new
Administration and thé new Congress
t= obvious from his own acts. The
election was no sooner over than
Bryan went to Washington and spent
a weak In dlscussing prospective legis-
lation with his friends and with some
who were not his friends and to whom
he appeared decldedly “bossy.” That
caused Clark, who attributes his de-
feat at Baltimore to the peecrless one;
Underwood, whom Bryan accused o}
delaying action on the steel tariff an
who gave his accuser the lle before
the whole House; Martun, whose elec-
tion as Democratic leader in the Sen-
ate ahd whose renomination for Sen-
ator Bryan oppofed, and Ssnator Sim.
mons, whom he also fought—it caused
all these men to bristle up ke angry
porcupines. The New York and Vir-
ginla members of Congress were not
overjoved to sse him, for he attacked
the integrity of the delsgations from
those states at Baltimore.

When =uch i the effect of the ap-
pearance of Bryan at the capital

party who desires to discuss legisia-
tion, wa can barely imagine the trem.
ora of fright and rage which follow
egerlous discussion of Bryan as Secre-
tary of State, a= the chief adviser of
Wilson In the selection of the other
memhbers of his Cabinet and in shap-
ing his poliey. One exasperated Dem-
ocrat calls Bryan “the Jonah of the
Democratic party,” another asks why
he does not follow the historic exam-
ple of Cincinnatus, go back to his
ffarmm and stay with his goats and

alfalfa.” The leadera in Congress arc

Trate Mo :

result will be that the rallroads in’

wrought up and the mere mention of [

He knows
Nebraskan and thet the latter believes
he has gubstantial claims en the grat-
itude of the Fresident-elect. With the
memory of what Roosevelt did to Taft
fresh In his mind, Wilson may con-
sider It unsafe to leave Bryan unfel-
tered by office. He knows that Bryan
is looked upon by the progressive
Democracy #s Its leader and that a
slight to Bryan would be taken as a
symptom of reaction. Having won
the momination as a progressive, he
may well hesitate to Incur the wrath
of the militant progressives of his
purty. -

But If he should protect himself
against such dire consequences by In-
viting Bryvan to sit at his right hand
In the Cabinet, the latter might de-
ciine, unless the ocoupants of the ather
chairs sulted him. Or some of the
men Wilson sslected to fill those other
chalrs might object to sitting in coun.
cil with Bryan. Were Wikson to
smooth over these difficultles and to
form & Cabinet In whieh both wings
of the party were falrly represented,
the Nebraskan's “bossy" propensities
would be In constant danger of caus-
ing an eruption of discord. The suc-
cess of the Administration would de-
pend on Its working In harmony with
the leaders in Congress, yet recom-
mendatlons from the White House
would not be the more welcome [n
that quarter becasuse Bryan had a
voies In their making. In fact; Clark
and Underwood are reported to have
expressed an Intention of “sitting on
Bryan™ hard at the first show of in-
terference and to have conveyed hints
Indirectly to Wilson that, if he wanted
harmony with Congress, he would bet-
ter deal with its leaders, unfettered
by Bryan's advice,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

It must be difficult for a man who
has reached the age of 100 years to
believe that he Is living In the same
world be knew when he was a boy,
In many essentials it is not the same
world. The progress of the last cen-
tury In science and Invention has
transformed man's relation to nature
and, by its reactlon upon man him-
self, it has transformed soclety.

Our environment s fundamentally
differant from that of 100 years ago
and In scores of particulars It has
made us different creatures. 1If our
centenarian could be carried backward
10 the days of his youth by s=ome
magie, power he would feel llke =
castaway on a desert island, so rude
nnd scanty would he find the imple-
ments of the housshold, the means of
trave] and the agencles of communica-
tion with his Tellow men,

One hundred years ago psople still
cooked over open flres. Ksttles wers
swung from cranes, meat was roasted
on & spit and wax kepl Rt 8n even
heat, sometimes by the labor of a Httle
dog, called = turnsplt, which turned
a little wheelwork and contributed to
the savors of & feast he was not al-
lowed to eat. Bread was baked In
huge cavities called Dutch ovens, hol-
lowed out In the chimney walls and
the only heat for ordinary dwellings
came from the fire on the hearth.
Stoves had beefl Invented, of course,
but outside of the citles they were
not In common use. They were
expensive, for one thing, but they were
not satisfactory, elther, In splte of
their cost. It took as much Ingenulty
to perfect the kitchen range and the
parior heater as it did to devise the
mold board of a modern plow.

The sleeping-rooms of those far-off
dnys were lcebound caverns. Tha
sleapar’s breath often coverad his
blanket with frost and if it snowed in
the night it was no rarity to find a
drift on the bed which had sifted
down through the shingles. There is
a superstition that thoss frightful old
slesping-rooms were maore healthful
than thelr modern successors, but It
is baseless. TUnless the roof or walls
were broken there was no ventilation.
The occupant breathed the same
germ-laden alr night after night for
months, gradually poisoning hls sys-
tem. Pneumonla reaped a rich har-
vest every Winter, Coensumption and
smallpox, to say nothing of diphtheria,
went the rounds of the neighborhood
as regularly as the Aesesgor. The
world has learned nothing of more
value in the last century than the
wholesomeness of fresh air. Many
children were born In the houses of
that day, but they died almost as
fast. Only the most hardy survived.
The salvation of the poor lay in their
Inabllity to afford tight dwellings,

Knowledge of current svents pear-
colated very slowly through the com-
munity. It was transmitted to a cer-
tain extent by the mails and newspa~
pers but, in the absence of the rail-
road and telegraph, these were ex-
tremeiy primitive. The “news" was
always old even to New Yorkers. Trav-
eling peddlers were waluable sociul
agencies, With their tinware and rib-
bons they usually carried a fair load
of intelligence which they seidom
failed to share with thelr customers.
Now-a~-days they are dreaded as hobos,
but a century ago they wers as wel-
come as the morning mall. In those
days therg were no hobos.

Another great distributor of Intel-
ligence was the stump speaker, who
was & far more important character
than he Is now. What he had to say
was the freshest of news to his audl-
tors, and they heard him with an
eager attentlon which moderns accord
only to Presidentinl candidates. It
was this dependence upon political or-
ators for the news of the campaign
which, In part, caused the rural Amer-
fcan to lose all his interest in politics
except just before election. How could
he be Interested in what he knew noth.
Ing about? The bad habit has con-
tinued to our time, though the cause
of it vanlshed long ago.

People attended church 100 vears
ago more falthfully than we do. No
doubt their anxisty sbout thelr souls
was more lively, but the minister and
his sermon agreeably Interrupted the
drear monotony of existence and that,
too, helped win him & congregation.
Even in town life was rather drab a
century ago. In the country it was as
miserable 8s isolation, superstition, ig-
norance, bad roads and darkness could
make it. Peaple read little becauss
they had no decent light to read by.
It |z & marvelous fact that the art of
lighting dwelling-houses acarcely =ad-
vanced at all from the time of the
Phirachs to the discovery of kerosene,
The anclents used lamps with the wick
floating In oifl. Our Immediate. an-
cestors used candles, which were hard-
ly batter. The perfection of a cheap
and hyglenic domestic illuminant has
done as mueh as anything elss to make
us all readers and develop that cast of
mind which is called “the sclentific

| than darkness to country people & cen-

that effect unless the reader's mind I8
hopelesaly mushy to begin with.
Isolution was no doubt & worse evil

tury ago. Those who lived on river
banks wera enviable, because they
could get about In boats.» Those who
depended on roads weve prisoners the
greater part of the year. The nearest
nelghbor was hundreds of miles dls-
tant by our standards, The sick often
died merely because It wns impos-
sible to go for the doctor. Soein] life
was out of the question excapt in the
plensant months or when there was
slelghing. The rural telephone has
done a great deaml to better conditions
in this respect. Good untry roads
are doing more. There were no rall-
ronds 100 years ago. When they came
and with them the great urban indus-
tries which depend on steam power, it
was as if the gutes of Tophet had
swung wide and the rural population
hastened to flee from thelr torments
to the kindly city. To them, contrast-
ed with the Hfe they had been leading,
the clty was like heaven. Now that
its infernal aszpecta have made them-
selves visible, the population beging
to look longingly back to the land and,
under modern conditlons, country lie
has Infinitely less gioom and immens-
urably mors possibilities of happiness
than It had a hundred years ago.

In anticipation that the required
number of states will have ratified
thg Income tax amendment to the
Constitution hefore the end of Jan-
uary, the Democrats are sald to con-
template the passage, &t the session
of Congress which opens in Decem-
beér, of an Income tax hill. This tax
s designed to taks the place of both
the pressnt corporation tax and of
the exclse tax which passed the House
at tha last session, and to ralse
enough revenue to compensate for
any tariff reductions which may be
mads. As the details of the bill are
likely to cause prolonged controversy,
it is not easy .to see how It can be
pas=ed at a sesslon limited to three
months with the Senate s0 nearly
tied.

Oregon may or may_ not have ona of la
eltizens o membhr of Wilson's Cabinet, but
i that honar comes to ber it will probably
be W. B King rather than Joseph N. Teal
Tha horse editor dees not pratend to great
political foresight, but for ppoe Wil back
his guess that if either King or Teal xota
the.pimce it will not be the latter, Tha Ore-
gonian (o the contrary notwithstanding. —
Balem Capltal Journal

This paper has been so busy trying
to fix 'things with the mnew Salem
administration to the satisfaction of
the Salem saloons that it has no time
to look Into the facts about any polit-
feal matter, even if it had the Inclin-
ation to state them, The Cregonian
has nowhere said that Mr. Teal will
be appolnted Bacrefary of the Inte-
rior. It has said that he should be

appointed.

A syndleate of Chilcago crooks
cleaned wup $500,000 In  two Yyears
There are syndicates of Chicago crooks
timat clean up more than that, but they
masquerade in a cloak of respecta-
billty and are not molested by the
police.

ﬂ

American troops, with blank ammu-
nition, are engaged in driving elk
back into a Montana reserve. Under
the American military policy that is
precisaly the =ort of service our troops
are best fitted for. 3

Effort to start a movement for &
giftless Christmas after holiday stocks
are on display Is reprehensible. The
proper time is following New Year's,
when all are “broke.”

Harvard pays her football toach
$10,000 a yvear, Now, aren't those mere
professors of philosophy and psychol-
ogy and such sorry they studied so
hard ?

l

Treatmant readily suggests Iteelf for
the humans Frenchman who killed his
wife to end her sufferings. Hang him
to end his grief at the bereavement.

England and Germany lay virtuous
claim to belng deeply Interested in
securing peace, Securing the pleces
probably comes nearer the truth.

We are beginning to suspect thet
the zuthorities onght really to have
confined their efforts to saving John-
son from the Cameron girl

e

We shall be interested in noting the
overwhelming number of “original
suffragists’” among the male politicians
next campalgn time.

With peace in prospect bgtween Tur-
key and the Balkans, work for the
war correspondents is promised by
Austrin and Bervia,

\

Ten dollars & word having been
fixed ns the penslty for mashers, pan-
tomime probably avill become popular
in mashing circles,

Success in life depends upon the
cholee of & wife, says a University of
Tllinois professor. Zantippe, for ex-
ample.

Blanche Bates' husband says she
nesd not quit the stage, Perhaps he
has his eye on & job as advance man,

It was only to be expected that one
af the world's biggest navies would
beat the amallest army at football

Fifty thousand & year 1z not enough,
savs a New York soclety matron, She
must be an atroclous bridge plaver.

e s 2o Rt oo b ]

Just as Turkey was beginning to
put a lttle confidence in her army,
two whole divisions surrender.

Watches on dancing slippers are
the latest wrinkle. Enables the danc-
ers to keep time, no doubl

“Bold Jack” Rose, out of jall, says
he doesn't want police protection.
Can't afford it, perhaps,

Turkey soup today, and Thanke-
giving will sink into the realm of
memories.

Los Angeles pugilists have formed a
unjon. We can foresee many strikes
ahead.

New York gangsters are headed this
way. What have we done to deserve
this? .

Trouser skirts are now predicated as
a certainty. For which gex?

%

Harry Lehr has gone to London, and
says it is for good. Good

om—
To fine mashers is not enough.
Let thom mash rock.

Leone Casa Baer.

Sep that Corbeit is compiling an au-
toblography. Collecting data from his
scrap-books, 1 reckon.

- - L

Headlinishly 1 rend “"Women Fit for
Men™ 1 think the word should be
fought—tit isn't good English.

. L -

T put it to vou sisters—ido $ou think
you'd care to be a “plaln-clothes” affi-

car?
- -

The woman who mmoken

No deed invokes

Againat any, or all, who stinck her

For it s plain

They'd heip In vein

Blte has one ..uod. friend to-back-'er.
.

Statietics prove that most centenarie
ans dle orphans
- . -

Missprint in newspaper account of
English Juke's ongagement to Ameri-
ean helrass refors to her aw his finances.
Which seems an excelliont pockstbook
word for a betrothed heilress.

- - -

Speaking of marriages, which they
do occusionally In newspapers, even
In the alleged furny column, T note the
wedding of Mr. Bennle G. Marks and
Miss Iegna Dyke Down., The headline
reads: Mark-Downe,

- - .

"Close-fitting wskirts to be =atin’
yells a fashlon headline. Wall zome
of "em can't be with comfort,

- - -

You ean always tell self-wiilad

womun by her husband.
- - -

Also you can sometimes tall her by

her lack of one.
- - -

Extract from u contemporary edls
torial says, "We must protest with all
oor power against the degrading and
dlsgusting spoctacle of the recent prize-
fight, full and Ilnte details of which
wlil be found In our sporting editlon.,”™

- - -

Ses where all the crowned heads ars
bobbing Decause Princess Lonlsze of
Saxony has written a book—her sscret
memolrs, They think Ita elrculation
will be liahle to lower royally in the
eyes of the publle. Not In the eyes of
the American p:.rbllc‘ It can't be did,

. -

d New Vernlon,

Dirty days has November,

April, March, May, December,

And all the mel are dirty tos,
- -

L .

An advertlsed feature of & new

motor car Js {ts absoluts nolsaleasznexs.

People In the nelghborhood of one

won't know it until they wake up In
the hosplial.

- -

Ellnor Gilyn has a new novel In
process of making which she says is
1o be called "The Man Who Sowed"
Of course he was married. The single
ones have khelr.u sewed at the tallor'a

- -

Also it suggests as titles for sequels:
“The Woman Who Stitched” or “Thes
Crowd That Gathered” or “The Egg
That Shirred” or “The Lover Who
Sesmed,” ete.

- - L]

Miss COalamity Step-and-feteh-It the
erudite and acutely literary lady of the
Willnmette WValley has put a pretty
thought into poetry, It I8 on Germs
and other dangers, She says she feals
as if called upon to do it since she is
of German descont snd hax it, in a
way, In her blood. She calls this one

0 Do Be Careful
We little know the risks we run,
The Jdanger iz reil frightful,

At home, abroad, or elsewhere—

Of germs all things are quite full.

They'd float about on every aside,
All papers scream a warning.

They'd scare me stiff from § o'clock
When I got up ench moming

The brush, the comb, the wash Lray toes,
E'sn scap holds [at bLacillus,

The latters that the postman brings
Hold bacteria ‘nough 1o kill um

At meals, It seems, we overeat—
Aln't that a grand suggestion?

And heels too bigh or wkirts too tight
Will give one “indigestion.

Wear hats, and lose your hair, they may
The axlss has germs contagilous.

And when we sat we must not think
Or brain fag soon will mge us,

Cucumhbers, oysters, rats and valls
And collurs high bring on a panfe,

Ths cuffee, too, and clgarettes
Give off polsons inorganic.

All dsy thess warnings shriek at me,
And ne doubi théy'rs mennt In kindness
Hut nnw, some fool's dincovorsd that
To read in bed will bring on blindness!!!
PRSI S
PATRONS COMPLAIN OF SERVIOBR

Commuters om Oregon Elecirie Charge
Diserimination Against Them.

PORTLAND, Nov. 28 —(To the Bdi-
tor.)—Residents of the outskirts of
Portland along the line of the Oregen
Electric, after many appeals to the State
Rallway Commisslon and the officlals
of the pompany, séé NO reécoursse but an
appeal to the press to force a' living
condition of the service on that line

This company holds right of way
along some miles of streets, worth mil-
llons of dollars, A reasonable assump-
tlon s that It undertakes In return
some of the obligations of a ocity trac-
tion service. On that asdumption Port-
land wage-earners have bullt hundreds
of homes along the line, Inside the clity
limits mnd as far out as Garden Home.

Now the company has seen fit to
transform Its line i(nto a trunk road,
and for every bit of service beyond Ba-
lem, haa deprived the suburban patrons
of just that much. As an Instance, the
Bugene Limited goes out at 6:10, fol-
lowed five minutes Iater by a local train
carrying, on the average, 100 tired and
hungry wage-earners. Tha iimited goes
stralght through, and in dolng so de-
lays a Garden Home loecal coming to-
ward the city with an average of leas
than a domen passengers. To let this
train in, the hungry hundred are held
every night from 10 to 30 minutes, Last
night this traln left the city nearly 45
minutes behind time. This Ik not an
ocecasional delay, but an Invariabls one.

Add to thig the fact that this train,
“in order to allow for delays” Is given
22 minutes between North Bank and
Jeffarson streel, where ten minhutes
used to be the rule, and you can see
why resldents lnside ihe clty limits who
formrly left thelr offices and reached
home In 30 minutes now are fortunate if
they do it In an hour,

This letter is written at the Instance
of flve business and professional men
whose time has been wasted and prop-
erty depreciated by these conditions
and who feel that they have exliaustad
every other means before appesling to
the press. The rallroad company can
have thelr mames and 100 mare, If It
wants them. They are on s petition in
its office now.

Linking Eugene and Portland is fine
for both, but more Importunt to Port-
land is the serving of the thousands
who do thelr work and spend =il their
money within her limits

" COMMUTER,

—————
Sigmns of the Football Season.
Chleago Tribune.

Football Athlete (in & towering
rage)—What's bacome of my moleskin

pants?

His Mother—Now, Everard, there's
np use of your ralsing o fuss. We
had to cut them up to mike &

vail as to all first-class freight, Green.

Bryan provokes language which would

Once n.:l.in—nhnn early.

aim A -

for your sister,




