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VB"}F many f}-(‘.’t‘ weoere men
stlll Hving wbko could remember hodge
rows running down to within easy dis-
tance of Trafalg Baquare But today
London reaches f out into Middigsex,
Essex, Surrey, Hertfordshirs and Kent
—and s censclessly extending all the
time.

London's Narrow Limits.

Thus the old suthorities have been
outgrown and London now is adminis-
tered by several bodies, not counting
the Port of lLondosi Authority, which

keeps watch and ward over the inter-|

ests, trade and commerce of the groat
Thames waterwny. Visitors to London
ofien are surprized find how small
& space In reality is covered by the
Corporation of tha Clty of London
that portion of the brick and mortar
ruled by the Lord Mavor. Roughly
speaking, “The Clty”

nll

those | **

8.

stream on |

York and other|
1  § <

ution, an | was th

|r~r}' contests,
It | Sir Willlam

proper is but a|no
square mile, from Temple Bar In Fleet | ment

| was subueqg
{ ter

markets and falrs formed part of the
King's prerogative, and none could ex-
sxcept by nt from the

1 by char-

n not to

1 » else to set

L a market s of seven
miles from s privilege

by a char-
in March,

granted | ra IIL

1326,
This

power, r less, remainas to-

5 and, wi the corporation has
ym time to time walved its rights In
ler to permit o s gstablishment of
wrkets private enter-

g
1l demand existed,
market authority
been recognized and
acts of parllament
s lnw courts. As A
ue of all marikets
yy some such power
esa there Is Immunity
within & given area
1 region abutting
nd o weaken
Ing tolls and

I
N
fror
ther
on
the markat

diverting 1

Cattle Market Old One,
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& and frult mar-
eet nand Leaden-

it

market at Spital-
¢ famous fiah market at
Ilingagate, Of thoxe the most import-

it i=s the Central Meat Markst, cover-
ing 10 acres of historic ground that
was forr iy part of n vast open space

the clty walls, Smithfield
gcene in those days of many
tournaments and feasts, falrs and arch-

In 1381 the Lord Mayor,
Walworth, killed the rebel
there.

11 mt
Just

Wat Tyler

As jong ago as 1150 12 Is known that|
horses and cattle were so0ld at Smith-
fleld. After Charleas 1. gave tha corpo-
ration control, his successor deprived
them of thelr rights, but Willlam and

Mary restored them, and since then no-
body has seriously contested thelr
powers. For a long time It was a live

cattle market. In 1593 a writer named
]

Johin Erawick wrote "Thers wears
butchers, freemen of the city, who
killed five oxen dally, or 300 per wee
# non-freshmen, or ‘forelgners, ns
they were called, killed altogether four
times a3 many as ths freemen, or 1200
weekly.,” Hardly anything ecould dem-
onstrate more effectively the growth of
London's population and food demands
than those fMNgures In contrast with the
figures of today.

The time came when a llve ecattle
market In the heart of London could
longer be tolerated, 8o the dead
markets were established at

street to Aldgate In the East Beyond|Smithfield and ths present bulldings

that ey a great expanss of urban ares
administered by the London County
Counclil, whose suthority extends over
115 sqguars miles, while outside that
again is the !rregular belt of Greater
London., comalsting of rapldly growing
suburban areas, extendlng from 35 to 20
milea Into the country and forming the
outer dormitory of London's business
popuiation.

It follows that In that great triple
area there is seome confuslion of Inter-
ests. and the wvast, unwieidy whole la
not served as comprehensively by Its
marketa as would be the case if u
fresh start weors to be madg today. But
ke everyibing else In ndon the
markats have risen with the town. Like
Topsy, they have simply “growsed™
Btill, aven so, something of an orderly
plan ls dlscarnable,

In way back times the ervection of

ware erected in 1580 at a cost of §10,-
000,000. All rentings In the market are
weaekly, the charge averaging 4 cents
per square faot for ground-floor space,
including complete fiitings and a sup-
ply ©f water. Besides that a fuorther
ceharge of 1 cent Tor every 42 pounds
of meat, poultry or provisions is made
on all that enters the market.

The mcone hers between 8 and 11 In
the morning Is Impressive In its stir
and aativity. Compared to the qulster
doings of the great frult and vegetable
market of Covent Garden, London's
meat emporiom iz a throbbing hive—
and o cieanly ongs, too, for the Inspec-
ton of the market and the meat Is very
stringent. There are 22 stalls or shops,
of which 400 are wholeaals, and over
10,000 men are employed In tha mar-
kota. Nearly half the Imported ment
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Kingdom s dealt with at Smithflald,
Last year 435,316 tons of meat wera
thus handled, on which tolls were pald
to the tune of over $785,660, Of this the

fresh killed supplles totalled 154,041,
Including the llve stock !mported and
I killed gt the Deaptford slaughter--
houses. Real Engilsh supplias were

| only 56,870 tons.

Nowadnys the cold storage -compan- |

les handls most of the supplles, and

lia nre tho lands of origin of the
gEreater part of It. No less than 80 per
lm:'i‘. of the supplles are brought In re-
frigerated chambers from overseas, and
| the last officlal report glves the start-
ling fact that the whole supply of for-
elgn importa, “London’'s malnwtay os
;regnrda. meat, dapends upon open unob-
| struoted sea passages ranging up to
| voyages of six wesks' duration.” The
United States, up to 10 years ago, pro-
duced 41 per cent of these gsupplies, but
| “the popuiation and requirements ap-
pear to have overtaken that country’'s
surplus meat production, and it may
safely be sald that the United States
of Americea, In patricular for domestle
needs, Is within messurable dlstance of
becom!ng a competitor with ourselves
for the output of South America'™
Food From the Dutoh,

Formerly, too, the continent of Eu-
rope usmed to loom Iargely as a supe
plier of London's meat market, but
Germany mnow eats the products of
Schleswig-Halsteln herzelf, Only from
the Netherlands does considerable meat
now reach London, and these supplles
are In admirable condltlon; Indeed,
aftar the Scotch, Duteh mutton, veal
end pork are considerad the best In
the market. For the future Australin
and South America are mainly loocked
to for supplies—tll] they too are ex-
hausted, and then what {8 to be fed to
the great meass of the matropolls no
one knows.. Australls and New Zea-
fand supply alrendy most of the mut-
ton, while the Argentine sends nearly
hal? the beefl As the meat shortage
in Germany, France, Austria and Italy
Is driving those countries Into the mar.
ket a8 buyers, there 18 keen competition
coming for the world's avaliable meat
product.
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It was mot further back than 1850
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methods,
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purposes,

bill

to ita Jocallty.
the only market.

potatoes, cab

for there are now
titted steameips engaged
the trade, capable of carrying 13,000,
To accommodats
Buge bulk of frozen meat thers ars 50
large cold stores within the city area,
able to accommodate over 3,000,000 car-
casses; but the strike In ths early Bum-
mer demonstrated the need of more and
it i being urged that thes corporation
should provide them.

Besides the central ment markats the
has public
houses and chill rooms at Islington,
bullt at & cost of $300,000, designed to
secure the moet cleanly and hyglenlo
In these 37.870 cattie, 101,-
846 sheep, 11,722 calves and 34,951 plgs
wera slaughtered last year. All car-
whether killed in England or
not, are inspesoted and, if-found in any
way unsound, ars condemned to be de-
stroyvedl. This 4s dona
them Inte a huge machins along with
the inedlbla offal, smubjecting them 1O
steam pressure and then erushing them
inte powder for agricultural fertilizing
Whatever offal
edible, however, are sold to the poor.
and It is calculated that the edihls offal
of a steer provides a meal for 40 peo-
ple and that of a shep for eight people.

So much for London's enormous meat
As to frult and vegetables, the
markets are more widespread Covent
Garden Is, of course, the most famous
and mest !mportant, and as an early
morning spsctacls draws every visitor
to London who can riss sarly enough
But It is by no means

step in with cold
today &
these
over 200
in

this

slaughter-

by throwing

are

Thera are others at

Spitalfislds and Stratford, in the East

End: the Borough, south of the Thames,

snd at Kew, on the West. But thess

are mainly for the rougher supplies—
bages

and the lke, that
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The London corporation did not|seX

velopment, with the reault that they let |
private companles
necommodation and
is being reaped by

Covent Gurden remalns the
clearing-house of ali! the Continental|
produce and the finer supplles of home-
grown frult vegetables and flowers,
Duke Reaps Big Toli
Covent Garden was once attached to

Westminster Abbey and was then
known as Convent Garden, but on the
dissclution.of  the. monasteries thia

garden, together with a neighboring
fisld known as Ssven Acres, now called
Longacre, was given by Edward VI to
Edward, Duke of Somerset, and, when
that dignitary was condemned In 1661,
they were transferred by the momnarch
to John, Earl of Bedford, who bullit a
house at the bottom of what ls now
Bouthampton street, leading from Co-
vent Garden to the Strand. Ever since
that time the Bedford family have held
the plnce and todsy the present Duke
of Bedford draws a huge Income from
this and the adjacent neigphborhodd,
amounting some say—though no defi-
nite figures are available—to close on
$10,000,000 & year, In the market
itself he mot only draws rents from
standholders, but exaoty a toll on
everything sold there, and as he owns
all the property round about hs can
enforce his rule of having no compet-
ing Interest within half a mile of the
market.

Every wagon sent to Covent Garden
with produce ls charged not less than
25 cents, while the stands on which the
groweras display thelr samples are
charged 25 ocents u day. Tha regular
tenants of stands on the market pay
not only 28 cents per squars foot of
space, but a varying charge on the pro-
ducs, of which a few samples will suf-
fice—ocarroty 86 cents per scors dozen
bunches potatoes 4 cents a sack, =nd
garden fruits 28 centa n bushel. Thus
does the Duke of Bedford take toll on
svery dintner plats In Londomn

The origin of the market was casual.
People uged to coms to mell goods In
tha Covent Garden square, round
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that. Thers was only one bridge over it: so night 1w
the Thames in those seventeenth cen- 1“?‘i1‘l.1.;lﬂ‘"-\n‘t: ¢oms in from Holland
tury days, but the bullding of Weat- [ S°F% € TR L i ones slip out, to re
minster Bridge led to the final estab- |*" “‘:'I_'}' another cargo later
lishment of the market. The bulldings g"“r o ',‘l tolls at Billingngate br
50 used were for generations, however, lncnr-::a:{‘\‘ $175.000 o year, and
yery mean structures, go, In 1817, the port;_-rn, ‘W!!!': thelr distinotlve leat

Duke of Bedford obtalned parlinmen-
tary powers to rebuild the market and
the foundations of the present market
waere definitely lald,

Market Trunsnctions Quiet.

Very littlsa is obtainable about Co-
vent Garden Iin the way of statistics,
becaunsa e¢f this private ownarship., Per-
haps because of that sscrecy, or per-
haps on acocount of the ploturesque
scenses to be witnessed there when the
sun firast kisses the roofs of London In
the morning hours, Covent Garden re-
maing the most romantiec and attractive
of London's food centers. Like Bmith-
fleld it has historic asseclations, and
more than one duel was fought there
In olden days. Today the mearsst ap-
proach to dueling ls found in the Na-
tional Bperting Club, the headguarters

headgear, ars smployed In the martey
Time wnas when (lghting and horse
play wers the oonstant accor
ments of the markel and a nt‘
ran some risk of belng pelted e
fish and nasalled with foul eplthet
But today dalntily drosged women ma
pass through without any viclenge t
aves Or oArs. AN one of the sulosme]
remarked to an oversens visitor th
other morning, “Hililngsgutls 1
changed to what 1t was s-l} yaars AgO
Now It'a fit for any lady.
Thus, on all sides Londen hag It
distributing centers. The *tight littl
{sland” does much ‘botler'u:r; up::;{
orting way thap m
1'::‘:;1:\.. ‘mdel.'a the lantest statisTic
put down the annual amount of hom
produca conpumed o §600,000,000 an
the importoed produce nt $830,000,000
in 100 yoars the amoun

of British boxing, located In an adja- N“"’"“""',,Nnu foods has trebled.
cent street. spent on 1D earded s  the mos
Formerly the market was mainly c‘u‘:‘m source of wheat suppl
supported by growers, who sent thelir ‘m‘;“ year the Dominlon e
produce In by wagons, and some still end heat than anpy othe
remain. They are the only saanual abroad Touth:world. But Engl
tenants of tha Duke of Covent 3:::‘:%'_ fmkg it all. In fact only 3
s et e ey OE_ Te-lop oent of Ningiand's 1900 comén Irod
&0 w{dnn' l'-ll':‘;l 5 n!or th“ l'ﬂ'".l British posseasions. Engliehmen eoa
O W L T
ear an P LT
or commisslon men, who are mostly Bqur_ Thirty per cent of the butte

weekly tenants of their stands, Some
of them have so egarned the oconfidencs
of retaliers that the largest orders are
hapdied with the least talk Tweo
things, in fact, are apt to disappolnt
tha visitor to the sarly market—the ab-
sence of the street traders, or 0o0ft-
ers, and their barrows, and thes ocom-
parative calm of the market transao-
tiona. Yet the man who !s golng =0
from dealer to dealer 18 Yery

used is home produced; mors than h
the cheese !s Canadlan The decre
Ing production of butter and cheese |
Bngland s dus to the increasing &
mand for freah milk, the supply o
which annusally has to be augment
by 120,000 gallons from France an
Holland. Adding condensad milk, En
iand consumes 000,000,000 gallons
milk every 13 montha.




