LETTERS TO OREGONIAN SCAN I

UES BEFORE PEOPLE|

Variety of Subjects Are Taken Up and Treated Interestingly—Single Tax Generally Gondemn;d by Taxpayers Who See Deeapﬁ‘on and Danger in Move.

SINGLE TAX AND CHEAPER LAND

CONFISCATION 1IN SINGLE TAX
Innovation Held te De Dangerous and
finjust,

PORTLAND, Or, Nov. 1—(To the
Editor.)—Much has been written and
sald during the last threr months re-
gFarding the mo-called “single tax”
question, but a great deial more has
been left unsaid for selfish reasons by
the supporters of the measures and by
carslessneas on- the part of those op-
poscd to the same. All that has been
said both pro and con has not seitled
anything. It has only put the voters
to thinking for themselves and the re-
sult will be all sight and good beyond
all doubt, for the electorate of Oregon
is competent to properiy decide the
question to the best Iintercst of the
state and perfectly faulr and just to all
Oregon jurles do not rallroad innocent
peopis to prison or death, nelther will
Oregon voters favor confiscating the
property of one class of people In the
interest of mpnothsr class who are al-
ready more prospervus than the class
singled out to be victimized, If
people who are engaged In

the |
businets | Plem Is Made That Intimidation of

elected by the paople and Is to 111 the
office of Governor and draw the sal-
ary thereto attached whenever a va-
cancy exists or the Governor is unable
te discharge the dutles of his office.
The line of succession then passes 1o
\he president pro tem of the Senate
and then to the speaker of the House.
In no event does the Secretary of State
become Governor or have any greater
power than he ordinarily enjoys. One
of the most powerful arguments In
favor of the proposed amendment ls
the provision that the Lisutenant-Gov-
ernor ghall be presiding officer of the
State Benate, thuwk eliminating the bi-
ennlal strugglie for the Senate organi-
mation. A

The proposed amendmernt was cAare-
fully framed by the last Legislature
and passed that body by an unanimous
vote of both houses. The public good
demands I[ts adoption by the people.

C. N. M'ARTHUR.
—_——

,Ilt!:Gl.'l.A'l'IO! OF UNION PICKETS

WOMAN'S VOTE AGENT 0OF GOOD
She Will Prove & Power Agulast Cor-
ruption, Ssys Suffragist.

MEDFORD, Or, Nov. 2—(To the Ed-
itor.)—WIll you permit e to call your
readers’ attention to a point which 1
have not seen mentioned In the many
letters from the peopleé on the question
of women's suffrage?

My reference {s to the mental cause
that leads most of the opponenta of
women's suffrage to sincergly bellave
they have go fundamental reasons
for thelr gpposition. 1 mean by “most”
of the opponents those who have come
out in the press, aa I do not belleve
a!l of them have selfish interesta which
they fear suffrage to women would
Jeopardize.

I think the term “false. modesty”
would better express my thought as to
tha character of the mental cause
False modesty s & weakness generally
thought of as peculiar to women, but
Is not the sterner sex aiso often its
vietim? 1 do not doubt the alncerity
or good motives of many opponeéents ta
enfranchleing our better halves, moth-
ers and sistars, but do think that most

of which have taken action sgajnst the
measure.

Publlc statéement to voters by Gov-
ernor Went, four Senators and flve Rep-
resentatives of the Leglsiature that
passed the law urging support of the
initiative act, (No. 328)

Act glves State Printet $4000 & year.
He can make $5000 to 310,000 a year
under present law over and above all
wedar and tear, Interast, risk and ex-
pense whatsoever, and himself never
darken the door of the state printing
department.

The undersigned was appointed to
the position of expert without solicita-
tion and especially charged by the Gov-
ernor to expose this abuse and work
for its elimination. He has discharged
his duty as he saw it for which he iz
mallzned by the State Printer aa every-
thing wile and despleable.

The numbers of this measure on the
ballot are 328 Yes, 329 No. Voters are
urged to reflect thoughtfulliy and vote
thelr convietions.

R. A. HARRIS,
State Frinting Expert.
—_——

PUT AWAY THE NOOSE

BLUE SKY LAW 1S CONDEMNED

Belief Put Forward Thek Measure Is
Unwicldy and Expeasive,
GRANTS PASS, Or, Nov. L.—{(To the
Editor.)—The proposed blll on the of-
ficial ballot designated “the blue aky
law,” and to be vofed on at the state
election pext Tuesday, should be de-
feated by a hixg majority vote. It is
a misnomer of viclous Intent. It is an
absolute fraud, and should Be branded
as such by every lover of justice nnd
falr play. It Imposes most serious
burdens on the very men who are Lry-
ing, by the expenditure of brains and
bullion, to build up and put into prac-
tical use the latent and most wonder-
ful _resources of the great state of Ore-
gon. The taxes and expenses that will
ha necessary to carry on the werk of
the corporation commission that this
bill wilil Instal]l will fail very heavily
on men of enterprise, while at the same
time the bill will furnish fat jobs to
drones and “hangers on” at Balem. It
will ecreats graft and not curb t. 1 7
venture the opinfon that fuily %0 per
Do NOT

fact any other class of personal prop-
erty or husiness,
want to be falr, explaln how the poor
mun or woman willi be affected who is
putting In 35, §10 or 330 each month
for the purchase of a lot for an in-
vestment, and make It clear to him or
her why It ls highly moral to sdopt a
tax plan that will wipe oul his or her
equity for the benefit of the man who
invests in personal property.

Idncoln Issued & proclamation to pay
the Southerners for thelr slaves.- That

was an honorable thing to do, but can|

vou Imagine a more dishonorable =act
than to take away from our small in-
vestors &ll they have by the scheme of
single tax?

AMost every min and woman in Port-
land owns an equity In a lot somewhere
which they are purchasing purely for
an investment. Pleass allow the win-
gle taxer to explain how thess poople
will be affected, and do not waste any
time on the capitallsts and large land
owners, and single tux will be enslly
defonted three to one. [If all the small
investors must lose nll they have In
order that the large Investor may lose,
I think it s high t!me that our schools

If the single taxers

| mills,
| nety
ii'l.b value would not have much of xny

Adoption of Plan Wonld See Fall Is
Property Values,

PORTLAND, Oct. 30.—(To the Eid.
tor.)—Can you give us some sdditional
light on “groduated tax” on lund. Bup.
pose W person has bought & Jot on
Washingion street and pald $250,000
for it and erected m $1256,000 bullding
on it and that bullding contains $125,-
000 worth of merchandise. Under press
entl condltlons there In a tax levied on
Innd, bullding and merchundise, on
£500,008. As I undorstand it, this new
arrangement would exempt the bullding
and merchandise and the tax would
be ralsed on the lJand only, The (ax
rate now Iz 3% mills, but If half thae
taxable value Is taken away, the =atne
amount would have to be raised on halt
the value, s0 the tax rate would be 44
mills, would It not?

But in addition to this thers would he
an added "graduated” tax of 30 mills,
making the total tax on that land 74
Now, It ogcurs to me thet prop.
which Is iaxed over 70 per cont of

did
as a

not, what
basls of

value, would It If it
would the AsSessor use

time as= it s They are already dis-
criminated againat Who ever heard
of farmers who could work om the
cight-hour day plan? Thelr lami would |
soon go for taxes and single tax will
hasten the day when vast numbars of
farms will ba sold for taxes, as nobody
will want land and the rate of taxa-
tion will go higher and higher. All
pelf-respecting farmers who can do
so will quit the business when the

time comes that they are required to
pay In taxes anvwhers near the rental
valus of their land. Single tax will
prove to be the heaviest blow ever
struck at the prosperity of farmers in
Oregon. Farmers go to Canada be-
cause they can get homesteads, cheap
land, not on account of single tax,
which is slready c¢reating intense dis-
satisfaction and is depressing values,
It is most unjust class legislation
JONATHAN JOHNSON,
PSR

FOR A

Creation of New Fost Urged nay Have
Ing Many Advantages,
PORTLAND, Or, Oct. 31.—(To the
Editor.)—One of the pending referen-
Jdum measures thet deserves the sup-
port of every voter who is interested
in improving the character of our state
government, s the proposed amend-
ment to section § of article V, of the
constitution of Oregon, c¢reating the
olfice of Liesutenant-Governor.
the present arrangement, the Secre-
tary of State becomes Governor when-
EVer & VACATOY ocCurs or the chlef ex-
ecutive |8 unable to perform his du-
tles, and at the same time continues
to Act as Secretary of State, thereby
filling two Important offices simul-
taneously, drawing two large salaries
mnd having two votes upon all state
boards and commissions, This arrange-
ment places too great a burden upon
one man and also clothes him with
tot much authority, however capable
or trustworthy
this, the plan whereby one man may
draw two large salaries is altogether
unbusinesslike and not In keeping with
the spirit of American government.
The proposed amendmeant provides
a plain and businesalike méthod of
succeasion to the Governorship by cre-
ating the office of Lisutenant-Gover-
nor, who ls aiso to be presiding offi-
cer of the Slate Senate and whose com-
pensation {8 to ba §5 a day when the
Legislature Is actually !n session; no
other fees or #molumenis are provid-
ed, so the creation of the office will
impose no burden upon the taxpayers.
Tha Lieutenant-Governor !» in i»

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR |

Under |

he may be. Besides

thix bil), yet I am wvery glad it Is on the
ballot. If it carries, mast all the ob-
Jections offered against the Initlative
and referendum—chiefly that the poo-
ple are not capable of governing—be-

come an established fact, In other
words, if the bill passes, the system
will be dead, having dled by its own

hand and by the law of “the survival of
the fittest,” and if the bill passes not,
the system has stood the test.

It the people can't ses that under
such law no bill, good or bad, would
have any chance to pass; If they con-
clude that ail that ean't reason out the
merits and demerits of a blll and come
to a conclusion should be thrown
against such bill; If they can’t sea that
the number that are induced to vote
against or for a blll when they are in
doubt, now effects an Injustice to the
extent of the number of such Idlotle
votes, then the quicker our system pol-
sons itwelf to death the better it will
be for Oregon.

A vote that Is not cast can't justly
count either way, and any omne that
votes eolther way when they have no
cholee can't reason straight. How do
they know theg Are mot voting against

their own interest?
C. A. REICHAN,
A S

PUBLIC CONTROL OF HIGHWAYS,

Adviece on County Hoad Bill Ofered by
Me, Colvig.

ALBANY, Or, Oct. 31.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—Constitutional amendment No.
160 Yes, I8 the only measure now pend.
Ing that can be gafely acted upon with-
out delay. It does not require any in-
terpretation of the courts. It Is plain
home rule. It gives the people of the
counties absolute control over the
bullding of their public highways If
it is adopted it will.bring millons of
money to be expended in permanent
roads. This money will employ all men
and teams who need work. It will draw
money from the East on the sale of the
bonde, and the geod roads resulting
will bring people here to locate, and
in the years to comes to help us pay tus
bonda,

Mr. Bam HI, the lsading good road
builder of America, approves this mens-
ure, and says of it over his own sig-
nature:

“I have made a earafu] examination
of the proposed bills . . . and I be-
lieve that No. 380 is entitled to the sup-
port of the people, and they wil] not
make any mistake in adopting it*

Should the people intrust themselven

with the control of thelr own road
bullding? If you think do vota “3IR0
ol WML M. COLVIG.

by an unreasonable tax on his mine?
Doex the laboring man reap any benefit
from a law that discourages the use of
capltal for developing the natural re-
sources? The answers are obvious
enough and against the measure, even

e as anxious as any 1o exercise It and
wlill thank the voters who gave them
the privilege.

I once had & calf that wans kept in &
four-square rall pen until It grew|
large enough to have the run of the

Columbin. A msan iold me yesterday
that Vancouver, for [natance, has now

uintlon attributed to the beneficent in-
fluégnces of the single tax in that clty.
This is indeed instructive, but frankly

pasture. When I lald down one corner| {5 pe tried as an oxperimeni. No one
of the pen, It refused to come out. Then| wij malntaln that our present tax law | I don't belleve It. Thersfore, not hn\'-|
I removed the pen entirely, but still] ;o rerfect, but improvement can be at- | Ing received any light on thls gues-

tion I am golng to apply a rules 1 in-
variably follow. When 1 don't know
what to do, don't do anything. If 1
vote for the single tax I am certainly
dolng esomething. 1f I don't vote at
all 1 cease to be entitled to the fran-
chizse, Therefore, I shall vote against
the single tax, J. H. WILBON.
——— ——

FOR SINGLE BOARD OF REGENTS.

the frightened little creaturs would not
budge, and it took all my strength to
remove [t from Its 0ld environment.
After 1t got used to its naw quarters,
it gamboled and frolicked and enjoyed
itself llke any normal calf. This ex-
perience will, no doubt, be paralleled
by the women who now oppose the suf-
frage. 1 shall vote for efual suffrage
becausze all of the states surrounding
us bave it. and our women are just as
intelligent, just ms good and just as
handsome as any of them.
JOHN W. JORY.

—_

FLAT SALARY SYSTEM IS URGED.
Suggested Change Discussed By State
Printing Expert.

BALEM, Oct. 30.—(To the Editor.)—
The state printing probiem, now before

the volers, la summed up as follows:

Unspeakable abuse in state printing
recognized for 10 years with attempts
in every Legislature durtng that time
to correct It.

Every attempt to date defeated by
the heneficiaries of the abuse.

Flat salary law enacted by Lerisla-
ture of 1511 after bitter struggle to
detfeat it led by business assoclate of
State Printer. Exponents of measure
desired enforcement at once, but were
compelled to submit to amendment de-
laying operation until January 1, 1815,
whereupon they volunteered assistance
to put It Into operation us soon as pos.
sible by the Initiative,

Initintive to put legiziative act Into
leﬂout December 1, 1012, placed on bal-
ot.

Vigorous fight begun against both
Initintive bill and legislative act by
State Printer invelving expenditure of
thousands of dollars. w branded by
kim as a scheme oif unlon printers to
Ealn control of state printing.

Inltiative Indorsaed by State Grange
In annual convention at Roseburg. Sub-
sequantly Investigated at request of
State Printing expert by local Salem
Grange with result that local Grange | through offers of exemption from tax-
withdrew indorsement. Action of. Ba-|ation. This little “protectiva tariff” Is
lem Grange followed by Marion and|ifitended to look dasszling now but en-
Linn County Pomona Granges and a|terprise looking for a legitimate profit
mesting of masters of local Granges of | knows well that these communists
Multnomah County. There are soms 150 | would turn and rend i as soon pa its
looal I and some 14 Pomonsa|busineas was i shed, :
Granges {n the state, only three or four R. E, HARBISON.

talned only on the rational and just
principls of equal tax.
P. HIELSENG.
—_—

FARMER O0OPPOSES SINGLE TAX

Strong MNeasons Given for Voting
Agninnt Plan.
HILLSOBORO, Or. Oct. 28.—(To the
Edltor.)—As a farmer and landowner
whose holdings are practically all In
a high state of cultlvation and with
good {mprovements, I shall vote against
single tax for the following reasouns:
It is a communistic scheme with the
ultimate alm of state confiscation of
all property, and 1 have no desire to

have my property confiscated.

Say what you will about the high
price of products, the farmer is recelv-
ing only about one-half what tha con-
sumer pays, and after his bills are pald
ut the snd of the season he seldom has
anything left above falr wages for his
time, '

A Greater Oregon cannot be bullt up
by foreing land into cultivation upon
which men cannot make a decent llv-
ing. Much land now in cultivation s
but poorly tilled because our markets
are Inndequate to tauke care of the pos-
sible output. Consumers wishing to buy
cheaper should devise and put in prac-
tice better methods of getting closer
to producers rather than attempt to
force production up to a point where
the farmer would be o mere man with
a hoe |

1f citles and towns shall vote single
tax It will be construed by the farmers
everywhere ps attempting to evade
their just share of taxsation, and good
will now existing will be strained.

Any farmer would prefer to bear &
reasonable share of taxation in prefer-
ence to producing crops which he can-
not dispose of.

or can lnw tinkerers Inspira con-
fldence In manufacturing enterprises

Co=-ordinate Activities of Twe Schools,
Says F. G. Yoang.

tor.)—An antomatic adjustment of the
support of the Unilversity and the Ag-
ricultural College |8 most desirable. It
removes from polltics and makes poa-
sible systematic planning of the activi-
ties and development of the two Insti-
tutions.

But even more Important than the
millage-tax feature ia the provision for
a single board of regents, Tha solid
basis of reason for one board for the
two Institutions Inheres in tha fmct
that the University and the Agricul-
tural College ara but instrumentalities
of the people for deolng the work of
higher education needed by them. The
aotivities of the Institutions should
thus be co-eordinated. The work of ad-
ministering these agencles ns co-ordi-
nated parts of tha system of higher edu-
gation for the people of Oregon can be
righ assigned only when entrusted
to a single board representing the peo-
ple. ¥. G. YOUNG.

—_——

REALTY OWNERS AND SINGLE TAX

Scheme Would Throw Heavy Burden on
« Imvestors In Loits,

PORTLAND, Oct. 20—(To the Editor.)
—There {s probably no city In America
y where the people are 50 heavily
obligated for real estate as In Port-
innd, Thesa people earned thelr money
to Invest in this real estate just as
honestly as anyoné could. They bought
it under our present system of tuxa-
\tion and It seems to me that It {s up
to the honorable citizens of Portland
o k good falth with them just as
much as If they had Invested thelr
money in a mortgage, stock of mer-
chandise, manufacturing plant or in

EUGENE, Or.. Oct. 30.—(To the Edi-|

there be submitted

such as: Shall
wll taxes be collacted from land? Shall
counties be allowed to votée bonds to
build roads? Bhnll women vote? Then,
whenever the peopla have expressed

{themselves as favoring any certaln plan

of action the next Legisiature musti
proceed to carry thelr wishes Into ef-
fect before attending to any other bus-
iness. Your "300 words" limit prevents
my referring to other features of the

“Oregon system.'
A, 8 HAMMOND,
IN _FAVOR OF MAJORITY RULE

Mensure Is Gone Into and Indorsed by
J. A. Buchanan,

PORTLAND, Nov., 1.—(To the Ed-
{tor.}—Ballot numbers 310 and 332 are
caleulated to create majority rule un-
der the Initintive. The
amendment te Section I, Articla IV of
the Constitution adds only onp sentente
to the section of the Constitution In
force at this time, as follows:

“No measure submitted 1o the people
at mny election under the initiative
shall take effeéct or become a law un-
less it shall be approved by & majority
of all the electors voting at such eleo-
tion, whether votlng on such measure
ar not.”

The question involved is what shall
be considered a majority vote sulficlent
to pass the measure, & majority of
those voting on the bill itself, or a ma-
jority of all those voling at the olec-
tion. Under the law &3 it now stands,
if & majority of those voting on the
biil favor It, the bill becomes a law
and thus all those who do not vote on
thke bill at all are counted fop It In or-
der to make a majority of all electors
voting.

In our State Legislature a majority
of all 18 required. The same rule ought
to apply to initiative bills Becansge all
electors Are now law makers, The
present law is unfalr and unjust to the
majority. - Many laws bhave been enaot-
ed by & minority of the people. No
matter how few voleg are cast on o
mensure, {f It has more for It than are
cast against It, [t becomes a inw. Carry
the argument to lts legitimate conclu-
slon and if only 1000 volos are cast for
a medasure and a less number opposed
to if, It would become a law.

The majority rule amesndments will
not effect the Initiative except to re-
quire & largsr votg to pass Initlative
tills, and that is right. The majority
should rule. 4. A, BUCHANAN.
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Tuesday, A. J. LITTON.
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WOMEN WILL HELF CONDITIONS

Glven the Hnllot She Will Prove Power
For Right.

PORTLAND, Oct. 30.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—The citizens of the state of Ore-
gon nre about to declde by thelr bal-
iots the greatest lasue of the day, L e,
“Ihall we men extend to our mothers,
wives and sisters the right to vote?”

We are golng to vote the first meas-
ure on tha ballot 300 X Yea"™ becauss
we are absolutely convinced that by
extending the right to vote to women
we can make no mistake: on the con-
trary, we will eliminate tha ponsibiiity
of establighing swentshops in our com-
munity: will prevent the children from
being commercialized by our great
ehild Inbor industriea. and lawless cor-
porations, and the white slaver wiil
occupation gohe, bacause our
good womén are sure Lo Inaugurate a
crusade, backed up by their votes, that
will lorever put a stop to his damnaable
system,

We have no hesitation In predicting
the foregoing benseflelal results, and
would urge every falr-minded citizen to
vola 300 X Yes™

J. A. Mndsen, James Maguire, Philllp
. Pollock, C. M. Rynerson, W. L.
Sullivan, Willlam MacKenzie, H. G.

Parsons.

DIVISION OF OCOUNTIES OPPFOSED.
Conviction s Heached that Measure
is Outrngeons.
PORTLAND, Nov. 1.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Number 548 on the hallot 1a bad.
It is the measure providing 1or con-
solidation of contigucus cities and cre-
atlng new counties, It was designed
and proposed by the Interests which
were buried under majorities of tens
of thousands two years ago. Its en-
sctment would nullify that over-

whelming defeat,

It provides that in the formation of
8 new county only those residing with.
In the boundaries of the proposed now
county shall have a volce In the de-
clsion.

The voters of the parent county out-
=i{s of thdse boundaries are helpless,
even though they may cutnumber thoso
within the proposed new oounty 10 to
one. [nder thia bll not a county In
the state could escape division. No
state {n the Unlon ever passbd such an
outrageous menszure. E. 5 ROLFE.




