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OCTOBER 27, 1912,

LETTERS WRITTEN TO THE OREGONIAN ON MANY T

OPICS

Single Tax Is Heartily ‘‘Rapped” by Numerous Correspondents—Bourne Condemned for Making Campaign After Defeat at Primary Election—Varicty of Subjects Treated Interestingly.

HEAYY LOSSES IN SINGLE TAX.

Terse Figures Are Quoted for Guild-
ance of Voters,
PORTLAND, Oct. %5.—{To the Edi-
tor.)—The assessment roll of Mult-
nomah County s now made up and it

shows:

Value,
Heal estate, town lolw = S1TA. 385610
Improvemssls oo lown lois .. 51,840,110
ACTORE® --¢ ..s-e e e G 13,835

Improvements on acreage
Ferwonal property .....
Loca!l franchises ..

POlAE: i cnavsaraeryaadaDaeenal
Under “single tax there will

exempt the secoad, fourth and

Afth llems nbove, aggregating 108485300
Leaving to pay all the tax now

levied on §304,506,005, the wum

of e G OPRASRNNE L m L)

Every dollar of tax which should
be puid on $10£,685,160 must be added
to the tax on lots and land, on the
homes of the people. The single tax
candidate for Assessor and his hired
jawsmiths may tell the small home
owner that his taxes will be less than
now, but mbove are the figures, study
them for yourselves,

The storekeepers are being told that
all taxes will*be taken off their goods,
but if single tax creaies hard times,
if the growth of Fortland Is checked,
as hundreds predict, thelr business
will be paralyzed and they will be
worse off than now.

To show how single tax works In
Calgary, | copy n few excerpis from
an editorial in the leading paper, the
“Calgary Herald” of September 13,
1912, and from a lelter by the editor
to & gentleman in Portland, dated Oc-

tober 1, 1812,
Editorial: Hepresentatives from 20 Al-

Uertia towns have friet to protost againet the
action of the government in forcibly im-
poging a singia fax sysiem of taxation upon
them.

Everyune realizes that
the height of folly to
sysiems at one blow, and
entirety upon an usprepared
especially al & timas when publlc Improve-
ments snd growing expenditures demand =
stabile fAnan 1 condition.

The result (the adoption of single tax)
has been disastrouts to s number of Alberin
towna Thelr finances ara well-nigh par-
alyzed. #Single tax, ns appiled 1o thelr
jand on any reasonable basia of assessment
whatever, does not come near to supplying
i Publlic service

would be
amash all existing
thrust it In lta
community,

it

thelr ueciu finsncial needs
is demoraiized: pubile officlals ¢an not gel
thaly muoney, and even =chool teachers have

been held op for their salaries because thelr
municipalities have bean unahle to establish
= pew banis of revenue.

The Herald hopes that steps Wil be
tak#n at an carly date to amend the con-
ditlons which have arlsen.

Excerpta from the
Jetter:

The single tax
‘out campletely In
In full force In Calgury,
ductions in the rate of ass
provements have becn made. If the mu-
nicipalities (small towns and villages) In
this province have pow put It inte eflect, In
sqcordances with the provizlons of ths new
lsw. The result s that a large number
of them are practically broke, being unable
to rolse sufMicient funds to make their im-
provements and carry on thelr affalra. The
compialnt In thls reaped s on mccount of
the fact that it wans ¢ t upon them sud-
denly, and that they to change Im-
mmediately from o system where Improve-
ments pald thele share 1o one whers It was
all put on. the land,

After remding the above it
not take surgical operations to get
an understanding of the great wrong
of slngle tax into the heads of votlers
of average Intelligence

GRORGE W.
—e
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HUSBAND.

Salem Widow Gives Practleal Advice
to Aspiring Wiven.
SALEM, Or, OctL 32—(To the Ed!l-

tor.}—I1 have read so many leiters from

different ones In The Oregonlan that I
wonder they find the guestion worth |
dlscussing when, in this grand, glorious !
West, thore are so many other inter-
estw, besklides the eternal question of
love nnd marrlage. Not but what it Is
& vital subject, but rest assured, when
the right man comes along, there will
always follow a wedding.

I am g widow, and 1 think marriage
Is the happlest part of woman's life,
If shie can adjust herssif to the mar-
riage state. All men are like boys,
only grown up. They llke variety and
amusement. You must study moods
and temperament. Be just angel enough
to {nterest them. Yet have & spice of
the devil enough for varlety. Do mot
be too devoled o them, as it borea
them. Let them think they are having
thelr way. Give them anough freedom
te make them wonder !f you are not
thinking of some one else. A man is
concelted and thelr vanity is Injured i1
they think you ¢an se¢e anything in an-
other man to admire. You have to
keep them giessing,. Do not be too
good or too wicked. Strike the happy
mediom.  All men love g woman with
& spice of mischlef In thelr makeup,
yet devout enough to worship thelr
creator. Best of all a man loves a
woman who can see some good In the
woret of her sex. Never be envious or
Jaulous. Do not be “catty” about an-
other woman. If he should happsn to
admire another woman compliment his

good taste.

Dan't for heaven's make bore him
with your good points. Never talk
about yourself, but lead him on to
talk of hia prowess in :he-‘elrl of sport
or whatever interests him "most. Joln

him In his amusemeénts. In fact be 8
good comrade and don't expect him to
make love all the time. Ba a dainty
housekeeper. Keep yourself clean and
dalnty. Let home be the one spot
whers he can enjoy life. Keep a fresh
face, bright-eyes and a sweet smlile
Never nag or worry, and you both will
be happy. RUTH BELLES.

. ———

REGULATION OF OLEOMARGARINE.

Subject of Manaufacture and Sale Gome
Into Exhaustively.

PORTLAND. Oct. 20.—{To the Ed-
ftor.)—Articles have appeared In The
Oregonian from time to time with ref-
erence 1o cleomargarine, especially one
which appeared some time zince under
the caption *“Oleomargarine and the
Butter Market,” signed by Harry Hew-
ftt. Mr. Hewitt starts out by questlon.
ing the bonesty of packers, oleomnr-
garine manufacturers, ete, In much the
old, familiar “stop thief™ style.

He calls attentlon to the present one-
fourth of a cent tax on uncolored oleo-
margarine, whieh by inference he ap-
proves, regardlesa of the [act that the
United States Commissioner of Inter-
nal Revenue has reported to Congress
thet this tax had been productive of
more frauds in the sale of oleomarga-
rine than was the former 2-cent tax,
permiiting the sale of colored oleo-
margarine, and further gtating that
under the present act, it is almost im-
possible to prevent fraud, clearly dem-
onstrating Mr. Hewitt's lgnorance of
the subject on which he writes, or the
tact that he has some oiher reason
than the prevention of fraund for advo-
cating the uncolored measure.

He also states that the Internal Reve-
enue Department’s reports show “the
packers annually violate the law by
welling milllons of pounds without pay-
Ing the tax.” Thia is a misatatement.
as undoubtedly was known by Mr.
Hewitt, as the internal revenue reports
plainly show that any frauds there may
have heen in connection with the olec-
margarine business have not been car-
rlsd out by the packers or other Oleo-
margarine manufacturers,

Mr. Hewitt recites that it iz possible
te “inject as high as 40 or G0 per cent
of water Into butter, and still phave a
govod marketable product.” Common

ported by the blg Interests,

articlie in The Oregonian of October 11.

clear, and we want just such men,

stand aghast at thele production.

such

sense will teach anyone that In manu-

facturing butter with 40 per cent of
water, whereas butter should contain
around about 15 per cent, that the
manufacturer is slmply selling 25 per
cent of water at butter prices, or load-
ing up his butter with water, which has
no food value whatever.

it protection for the consumer and
bonest dairy wanufacturer is what 1=
wanted, why does not Mr, Hewlitt advo.
cate the passage of a law aimilar to the
Lever bill, which would prevent fraud
M selling oleomargarine, even of a yel-
low color, Inasmuch as It provides that
vleomargarine should be sold In orig-
inal packages, each package (o be
piainly -mark® “Oleomargurine,” and
each bearing the internal revenue stamp,
indicating a moderate rite of tax
without regard to color, which under
heavy penalty wuas to remain unbroken
until in the hands of the finu] user. This
Insures the sale of oleomargarine on s
own merlt, which i» all that the cons
sumer requires, and the dalryman
should expect. To this, the oleomar-
garine manufacturers raise no objec-
tion, A. R. GRAY,

= l=E =

SCATTEHRING OF SCARLET WOMEN

Suggestion Mnade That Evil Should Be
Kept Under Survelllance.

PORTLAND, Oct. 21.—{(To the Edi-
tor.)—A few days ago [ recelved a let-
ter from one of the leading ministers
of Seattle saving that Santtls was the
cleanest clty on the Paclfic Coast. Vice
and Immoral conduct were so thor-
oughly expunged that they could rec-
ommend it to the most fastidious. The
restricted district was abolished, the
people that inhabited thot part af the
city were scattered Into every quarier
of the city. Men of years of experi-
ence inform me that vice and Ilmmoral-
ity abounds there the Eame as over. Al
the difference there is, when the lower
elements were kept In & restricted dis-
trict the police knew where to find
them. Now, quartered as they are In
first-class hotels, they seak to clothe

of

ROSS ISLAND PURCHASE OPPOSED.

Taxpayer Waxes Sarcastic Over Pro-
posed Expenditure of Huge Sum.

PORTLAND, Oct. 25—(To the Edi-
tor.)—As the time set for the election
to be held November 2 draws nigh
and there are many initiatlve meas-
ures placed upon the ballot to be ac-
cepted or rejected by the® voters, I
feel that careful Investigation should
be made as to the merits of each that
it may assist ms In voting intelligent-
l¥. As to myself, I am not much of
a4 taxpayer, but belng possessed of
the govereign right of a voter, 1 do
not feel It Incumbent upon me to vote

‘Unnecessary taxes upon those who have

to bear that burden.

Upon investigation I find upon the
ballot = measure for the issuing of
$300,000 bonds for the purchase of &
tract of swamp land known as Ross
Isiand. It is set forth that this tract
I 0o be used for a crematory, & pest-
house, park and playground for the
children. To my way of thinking this
combination Iy hard to beat. It takes
the cake. It !s the most marvelous
ldea that 1 have ever heard emanat-
ing from the brain of & statesman of
modern or ancient times. It is slicker
than molasses and can't be beat no-
how. Just think of these sdvantages!
One could go te the park, enjoy the
aroma of the crematory with & Kood
prospect of estching the smallpox,
measles and scarlet fever from the
pesthouse, and azaln, the people vis-
fting the ©Oaks, which Is near by,
would enjoy the same advantages,
without ndditionnl cost, as the people
North Portland and Willamette
Heights are now doing- Another ad-
is from the

vantage, when the wind
south, .all Portland could enjoy the
rich odors from the crematory and

when from the north enjoy the same
from the one we have now In use.
All it would lack then would be crem-

story on the East S8ide and one on the

West Side to make our happiness com-

their work with the garb of respecta-| plate,
blIl_ts‘. I am informed by one of the real
No officer will attempt to make &N | sstate men of Portland, who has been

arrest, unless armed with a4 Warrant.
Before the crusade, the work of the
red light district was done openly and
without fear. The public knew where
te find them. Now, sven the old resl-
dents of the city hesitate to send thair
friends to any firsi-class rooming-
house, for fear of their belng brought
in contaot with those that they would
avold. Mr. Baker has the right ldea
about the handiing of the social evll
It has existed since the advent of
Mother Eve, and will exist as long a=
this world revolves on Its axis. That
which cannot be exterminated, should
be governed. Every man and woman
in this city that Is Infected with
syphllls or other loathsome diseases
should be quarantined in some seclud-
ed part of the city and compelled to
stay there under the ecare of the med-
feal board. It should be a part of the
duty of the clty physician to maintain
the quarantine. Every physlcian know-
ing of such infectious cases should re-
port them the same as cases of small-
POX.

Wishing to become bhetter Informed
on this gquestion, I consulted one of the
\sading physiclans upon that subject
He gave me A very wise look and In-
formed me that I had better not touch
gpon that subject; that I would be sur-
prised if 1 knew the names of men and
women that come to them for medlculi'
advice upon that same subject. !

Therefore, I am more fully persuaded
that the strongest step that could be
taken against the social evil would be
to quarantine every man and woman in
this city that Is Infected with the dis-
eases that follow in the footstaps of
socinl evil CICERO NEW ELL,

=

am

paid.
000 why vote more than that amount
of bonds?

dally?

BOURNE TOOL OF

and not an
Medford Mall-Tribune of
whoge
Democrat,
tacks on

in the business for many years, that
this property Is not worth more than
$40,000, and is assesscd at 335,000, 1
atso informed that §300,000 will
not be paid for this land: that it will
be condemned and only. its real value
Now If its walue is only $40.-

Why vote $260,000 unneces-
sarily?

Then again, why should we Want

another crematory when wae have one

Idla that has a capacity of 49 tons
Why not use that one until
such time as we need another? Cost
of island Is $300.000; cost of placing
embanking around and fllllng, $1,000,-
000; cost of crematory, $100,000: and
we have the sum total of $1,400,000.
What do you think of 1t, Mr. Tax-
payer? C. 1. DAGGETT.
—

THE INTERESTS

New England Big Business Needs Sen-

ator, Says Mr. Colvig.
MEDFORD, Or, Oct. 25.— (To the
Editor.)—A great poiiticlan once said
that “purity In American polltics Is &n
iridescent dream,” and many &re be-

ginning to think that he was not very

far astray. The present position” of
the Democratic party In this state, es-
pecially In Southern Oregon, is rather
uniques. Its opposition to a4 protective
tariff is largely a howling pretensa,
honest conviction. The
this place,
editor 13 a dyed-in-the-waool
bases Its most vitrlolle at-
Taft, because ho signed the
Payne-Aldrich bll), yet in the same

column the editor lauds Bourne to the

WHERE FEW FAVOR SINGLE TAX skies for hils self-advertised wservices
e to the people, These Bourne Demo-

System Smnid Te Be Unpopular In East- | crats should not forget that the loud-
¢st call for Bourna's return to the

ern Uregon.
FREEWATER, Or.,, Oct. 28.—(To the
Editor.})—1 hgve noticed considerable
eontroversy concerning “single tax,”

| Standard OiL

United States Senate comes from the
protected big business Interests of New

England. They need him —so does

His action and his votes

but up herdé in Eastern Oregon so few |{n the Senate during the past two
are in favor of such a measure, there!vears prove tlls. He says that on
would seem to be no danger of the|tariff matters he foliowed Aldrich. Of

thing gettlng support enough to make
ft dangerous. But I supposs In m city
ke Portiand the dirty work will be
done, ax 1 ses there they have two
single-tax measures to vote on, one for
the county and the other for the state.

This, it seems, should be looked after
very closely. Weae have been flooded
with their llterature and statements,
which I think are misieading and dan-
gerous, for while the single-tax liter-
ature falrly teems with assertions
against “the rich land owner," In my
opinlon they have the shoe on the
wrong foot, for I am satisfied when
tho clouds roll away that psopis will
be able to see the joker and fing out
it is the single taxers who are sup-

I llked the tone of Eugenes Palmer's

Though perhapz poor in worldly goods,
he has no ax to grind, his vision =
and
not the “pald attorneys,” ¥0o 1 mu=t call
for him to clear up those formidable
arrays of figures which are sent out by
the thousands to the unwary, who

There I8 no doubt but what the bal-|
lots will continue to be overloaded by
undesirable measures as to kill
off our Oregon system. D. J. KIRK.
ki Es

KEEP CHLDREN OFF CAR SEATS.
Muddy Feet Often Lead to Solling of

Pasasengera® Apparel.

PORTLAND, Oc¢t. 26.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—I want to add a word to what
has been sald regarding allowing chil-
dren of walking age to stund or kneel
on the seats of the streetcars. Mary
M. Whitney has stated facts that have
been frequently discussed on the cars,
namely: Why do mothers permit thelr
children to stand or kneel on the seats
when they certalnly must know that
their feet moll the seats or that their
feet come in contact with passengers
seated next to them.

Two Yeurs ago 1 had a white serge
sult rulned and took the matter up
with Mpr. Josselyn and suggested that
signs be placed In each car so that
the conductor would have gsome author-
ity to go by when requesting parents
not to allow the children to sinnd on
the seats. One Sunday morning o gen-
tlemoan removed a child of about three
years old from the seat and offered the
seat to me. Naturally I preferred
standing, as 1 knew my dress would
be solled if I accepted the seat. The
ear company officialis have It In their
power Lo abate this annoy¥ance. Now
that the ralny season Is coming on, It
should bhe done at once.

PHOEBE FELCHER-JONES.
——

AWAY WITH PORK BARREL.

Main Argument For Bourne Riddied By
b Albany Man.

ALBANY, Or., Oct 25.—(To the Ed-
{tor.)—We see that some prominent
members of the Citizenz' Alllance are
boosting the ecandldacy of Jonathan
Bourne bacause, and only because, they
think he can secure appropriations.
Granting all they say, would Bourne as
a statesman ask more for Oregon than
her just share on the merits involved?
Would Bourne deprive other states of
their just share of the appropriations
in order to give Oregon more than her
share? Does Bourne's candidacy rest
on his atility to play the "hog" on ap-
propriations? Is it not time the "pork
barrel” was replaced by merit, states-
manship and true patrictism?

J. T. JOHNSON.

Do

course he did!

do otherwlise,

exalted opinion of

but as time
about reconciled to the beauties of the
“system,”
father, comes along and repudiates the
whole scheme.
not work
its personal effect
under a gate.
fore the people of Oregon leads one to
belleve
the plaything of demagogues and the
tool of pollitical scoundrels.

ceads in his present attampt
l"' o]
direct primary,
ready to admit that the whole plan Is|
a dismal failure. !

Oregonlun n letter
Moores,

Theges protected tariff
baronx owned him, and he could not
Besides, ha Ix himssif
one of the manufacturers of New Eng-
Iand and a reciplent of the favors of a

protectiva tariff,

s have never had a very
the “Oregon
the direct primary,

rolled on we were Just

Some of
Sy~

tem,” especially

when Jonathan Bourne, its
1t seems that it did
case. He squeals at
like o pig fastened
His pressnt sttitude be-

In his

that the primary law s but
If he suc-

to overs
of the people tn the

even U'Ren should be

the loyaity

Lincoln once =ald, “You can fool

some of the people all the time, and all! v

the people some of the time, but ynu|Mr‘ Esteracn V9:
cannot fool all the people all the time." |
Let us hope that Bourne will find (& so,
No man of intellsctual honesty would
assume the position he now ecccupies
before the people of the state of Ore-
Bon.

WAL M. COLVIG.
—_—

WHAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE?

Luxuries More Enasily Bought Now Thna

Necessliles In 15041,
BROWNSVILLE, Or, Oct. 25—(To
the Editor.)—I note In The Sunddy
from Charles B.
quoting Woodrow Wilson in
the matter of high cost of Hving, Com-

paratively speaking, the cost of llving
is much jower now than it was In 1834,

I was {n the mercantile business then.

A farmer living near by offered mes §7

for a sack of flour-if I would book it,
promising to pay for it as soon as he
could ralge the money. 1 was retalling
this flour then at'45 cents cash or 50
cents per sack payable in produce, and
I soid wagon loads of It at that price.
This was In the early Winter and this
farmer dld not have the money or pro-
duce nor any flour, He was already
owing me for groceries that he could
never pay for, and to let him have the
flour on time was simply making him
a present of It. I informed him that he
could not have the flour for 37 per sack
or for any other price more than B0
cents per sack, but if he could dig up
40 cents in cash he could have a sack.
He sald he could not do It and must
have some flour, I offered to divide a
sack with him If he could ralse any
part of the 40 ¢ents and use the balance
of the flour myself, but he =said he
could not even do that.

I assert, without fear of contradilc-
tion, that 40 cents was bigger In the
eyves of that man than $40 would be In
the eyes of the poorest farmer In the
Willamette Valley today. He was an
able-bodisd man, though perhaps about
60 years of age, but he could not find a
job of any kind whereby he could earn
the necessary 40 cents, nor could he
borrow it, for he already had a mort-
gage on his farm and chattel mortgages
were no good. He had as good a little
farm as there Is In the Willamette Val-
ley; good Santlam River bottom land
that will probably sell today for not
less than $200 per acre. There was a
fine fruit orchard In bearing thereon
then, and the same orchard ls in good,
thrifty condition today and is thers to
tastity for itselfl

True, this farmer did not starve; he

had plenty of potatoes to eal. A nelgh-
bor adjolning him who owned a good
chunk of that fine Santiam River land
kept hlz famlily on polstoes until the
poor wife and mother could not stand
them longer, Some one had to come
to ber asssistance or she would starve.

We pald from 8 cents to 10 cents per
dozen for eggs at the store then, most
of the tlme not more than § cents per
dozen, but few laboring men could af-
ford to buy them even &t § cents per
dozen, for it took all the spare change
they could posslbly scrape together to
buy the absolute necessaries, and, as for
clothing, they had to ge: alung by
patching the old duls over and over,
patch upon patch. This Is what made
the price of eggs so low; the laboring
men could not Ind e in such luxuries,
and congequently tfere was & very poor
demand and price for them.

It required 61 dozen eggs.to buy a
sack of flour then at 8 cents per dozen.
Today 6% doxen of cggs wlll purchase

nearly two esacks of flour. Mr. Voter,
do you discover the reason. Flour was
a necessity then and eggs a Juxury:

they had to buy the one, but could not
afford the other.

Today laboring men can buy their
tlour at a price that would buy 2%
sucks then. Also egegs are a necessity
with him now, not o luxury as they
were then, and thelr price s corre-
spondingly high.

I'bhought a driving horse then for $12,
I could 111 afford that $12, but had to
have the horse. It weuld be 4lfficult
to buy as good a horse today for §125,
and yet It Is easler to pay 3125 today
than it was to pay $12 In 1886,

When It beeame known that Mr,
Cleveland was elected for hls second
term, my wife came home from a visit
to her relatives. They laughed at her
because I voted the Republican ticket
and lost. They requested her to ask me
how 1 liked It, and she did. 1 repliea
that I felt very badly about It, but that
“my feelings at present will gink into
insignificancs as compared with theirs
four years hence.” The prophecy be-
came only too terribly true.

Through that long four years we could
not forget the banner we saw ctrried
at the head of the Cleveland marching
organlzations during the political strug-
gle before election: “Vote for Clave-
land and get $1 per bushel for Yyour
wheat.” That wheat anctually reached
the price of 29 cents per bushel during
nis administration.

What makes this difference, Mr. Vot-
er? The difference between efficiency
and Inefficiency; the difference between
theory and practical results; the differ-
ence between dolng and undoing; the
difference between ldleness and work:
the difference between deoing nothing
and being pald for enerigy exerted; the
difference betwen lingering dissatisfied

by the wayside, pining for something,
we know mnot what, and advancing
steadily forward by tried and true

paths that lead to prosperity and prog-
ress; in short, the difference between
retrogression In 1886 and progression
since Mr. Cleveland’'s ndministration,
Oh, yves, cetainly many want & change
and are golng to vote for it. They can-
not stand prosperity long. The rest of
us will have to stand it too, If they win
out. But when they cast thelr votes
for that change, it will be well to con-
sider the certain knowledge gained

from that other change in 18586,
W. W. BAILEY.

rers

MOOSEHRS MEET IN PEACE.
Harmonlous Meeting on Hecord
Described and Explained.

TOLEDO,- Or,, Oct. 24—(To the Ed-
itor.)—1 notice that In The Oregonian,
0, Middlekauf = gquoted as follows:
“Lincoln politielans for Wilson and
Taft; rank and file for Roosevelt anu
Progressive party; think county wiil
record Its same verdiot as at primaries
and glve Roosevelt a majority over
both Wilson and Taft.”

Mr. Middlekauf issued a call for the
Progressives to meet here last month
and organize and elect officers and
delogutes to the state conventlon.

Mr. Middlekauf called the meeting to
order, with A. T. Feterson present. Mr,

BULL

Most

Mr. Peterson secretary. We understand
that thelr election was unanimous, as
there was no opposition, and Mr. Mid-
dlekauf and Mr. Peterson were .both
unanimously elected as delegates to the

state conventlon.

Mr. Mlddlekauf hed Intimated that
they would likely nominate & full coun-
ty ticket, but owing to Jdauck of candi-
dates the meeting decided to omit this
part of the programme and concen-
trate the party s efforts on working for
Roosevelt for President.

It was freecly admitted by cveryone
that this was one of the most harmon-
jous political meetings that was ever
held {n the county, and everyone seems
to think that If something does not
happen to keep Mr. Middlekauf or Mr.
Peterson away from the polls, that
Roosevelt will get the full vote of the
new party.

We are glad to know who the rank
| and file of the people are. The boys
| have named Mr. Middlekauf Rank, and
DEMOCRAT.

—_—

MH. FLEISCHNER FOR SUFFHAGE.

He Advances Bellef That Women WII
Advance Public Good.

PORTLAND, Oect. 25.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—1 believe in suffrage for women
and shall support the proposed Consti-
tutional amendment for the reason that
I have never been able to find any sat-
isfactory argument why suffrage
sliould be withheld from them. [ find
in my experience as a school director
that women, even mores-than men, take
their electordl responsibilities serlously
and vote freely and Intelllgently at the

elections. ;-
I am mure their nctive interest in the

schools i3 greatly stimulated by the
fact that they have a right to vote at
gchoo!l elections, and 1 am glso sure

ter off on that account. If women,
through the suffrage, may be of in-
valuable service to the publle schools,
it is cledar’/to me that the same in-
fluence might with advantage be ex-
tended to public affairs generally. So
I am In favor of suffrage because I
think It i{s fair to the women and be-
cause I am confident it will bs bene-
ficlal to clty, state and natlom.
I. N. FLEISCHNER.
—_——

Judge Plpes for Ogleaby Young.

PORTLAND, Oct. 24.—(To the Ed-
itor.)—Certainly the office of Clroult
Judge Is not the least important offlce
to be filled at the next election. In
fact, the courts deal more directly than
other officers with the rights of the
people, and the judges should therefore
be competent lawyers and upright men.

i{Mr. Oglesby Young is a candldate on'

the Democratic ticket for the office of
Circuit Judge In wils county: T have
long ago myselt'disregarded polities in
casting my vote for judlelal offices and
belleve that Is .ne best thing to do. I
have known Mr. Young for many Years
as ux pructitionar at the Multnomah bar
and as & man of high standing in thils
community. His long resldence and
practice here has acquainted him with
the Oregon laws and with the people
among whom he has Hved. His repu-
tation in the community Is without
staln, and I think he will-make a good
judge. I am guided by these conslder-
ations in my decision to vote for him,
and am therefors willlng to advise oth.
ers to do the same upon the saime con-
slderations. MARTIN L, PIPES.

A

Middleknuf was elected chalirman and |

that the publle schools are much bet- |

[ had

RANK FALLACIES OF SINGLE TAX.

Taxpayers Urged to Keep Clear of
Dangerous Shoals,

VANCOUVER, Wash. Oct. 24.—(ToO
the Editor.)—In discussing single tax
with workingmen one often hears the
argument that as bankers and huslneasl
men generally are opposed to single|
tax it must necessarlly be a good prop-
ositlon for the poor man. This argu-
ment is ak falso as the theory of single
tax. Certainly & man with brains
enough to ascquire any considerable
amount of property can see that a sys-
term of taxation which i» unjust and
injurious te the state at large will
prove Injurious to his business, and for |
that reason Inteliigent business men
oppose single tax.

The single tax advocates contend that
the =ystem will prove a great boon to
farmers and small home owners, and
vet it will greatly reduce the price of |
innd. Undoubtedly_the latter conten-!
tlon I8 correct, as the price of fand, |
like the price of all other f?l‘[lll!l(ll”ll\‘!‘.l
Is regulated by the law of supply and
demand, As outslde capital will fight
shy of Oregon should single tax be |
adopted the demand for land wiil be
correspondingly light. A large supply
of lafnd and no market will certalnly
mean low prices.

This fact will no doubt prove attrac-
tive to the man who has dented him-
galf the comforta of lfe in order that
he might buy a lot for $800 expecting
it to Increase in value, only to find
that through single tax the value of
iz property has declined to 3500, and
the farmer, whose land ig worth 35000
under the present system of taxation,
will be overjoyed to find that single
tax has reduced the value to §3500.

New Zealand and Vancouver, B, C,
are held up as shining examples of the
workings of single tax. In New Zea-
land the land was held in tracts rang-
ing from 5000 mcres upward, and the
entire island was but a sheep run, Even

there single tax has not proved an un-
qualified success. Burely comparison
between a country like New Zealand

&nd Oregon, with her many productive
valleys, fertile foothills and small
farms, is very mlsleadlng to say the
least,

Vancouver, B. ., does not rely solely
on single tax to raise revenue, as Lhere
is & personal tax In addition to an in-
come tax on all Incomes over 31000 per
vear. The income tax cannot be levied
In Oregon as this form of taxation will
undoubtedly be turned over to the Fed-
erpl a3overnment by the ratification of
the Constitutional amendment giving
Congress the power to levy such u tax.

If Mr. Fels 1= =0 In love with single
tax, why doesn't he try It in his own
state? Is it becsuse the hard-headed
Pennsylvanians will have none of It?
Or 15 ha like the wise chemist who tries
each new medicinal preparation on a
monkey? If It doesn’t klll the monkey
he tries It himself. Iz Mr. Fels seeking
to use Oregon ag the monkey T

Stripped of 1ta mask single tax means
In the end state ownership of land and
a svstem of tenantcy utterly repugnant
to Amerifcan ldeals and destructive of
our form of government, for Henry
George, the great exponent of single
tax, has sald that Individual ownership
of lmnd is a8 MOoNstrous & Wrong as
alavery.

Are the paopla of Oregon prepared 1o
plunge Into the labyrinth of state so-
cialism with no other guldes than the
beneficlaries of the Fels war chest?

FRANK W. STONE
== s
REPUBLICANS AND GOOD TIMES

Prosperity Usually Disappears With
Democratle Presldend, Says Writer.

SILETZ, Oct. 232.—(To the Editor.)—
The writer of thesoe lines |5 & nDative
of Oregon, huas lived in the state for
mora than half & century, and has
taken part In a good many political
campalgnse, He has watched with
creasing Interest the records of the

partiex for 30 years or more
and while frankly admitting that he
is of the opinion that some things
might easlly be changed for the better,
fs yet far from the conviection that a
ehange In the policy of the Govern-
ment at the present would be o wise
one. Most of the years of my life
were npassed on the farm nnd the
recallection as to the results of changes

political

In the past remains with me quite
vividly to the present day. When Mr.
Cleveland was elected President In
1854. we had always thought It hard
to have to take less than 60 centa per
bushel for whent., but he hardly had
taken the oath of office when the
price dropped to 52 cents, and there
was a corresponding reduction In the

price of wool, hops und other products
of the farmers. Stirange as it may
seem. however, in 1888, when Mr. Har-
rigon was elected, prices were speedlly
advanced to thelr former level ang for
four yenrs the country enjoyed an era
of prosperity greater than It had ever
known before, and this era of pros-
perity continued without Interruption
until the evening of that Nevembér day
when the votes belng counted the wires

flashed the news around the world
that Mr, Cieveland was again elected,
and also a Democratic Senate and

House of Hepresentatives, Before the
sun rose the next morning the country
passed from a period of un-
exampled prosperity to a period of hard
times such as is seldom visited upon |
anv people. Oh, how we longed Tor|
times even such as we had during the|
firet four years of Mr. Cleveland, 1|
distinctly remember how my brothars
and I cut cordwood during those years
and hauled it four miles and sold It in
tife Salem muarket for $1.50 per cord;
algo, how we worked through the Sum-
mer's suns and the Winter's storms
and sold our wheat for 31 cents per
bushel, otur oats for 15 cents and our
other nroducts in abeut the same ratlo.
Alsn 1T remember that there were
hundreds of vigorous mén in the couns
try imploring us almest upon their
bended knees for m job of cutting cord-
wood at 50 centz per cord and board
themselves, 1 remember upon a certain
occaslon of buying & few sacks of
potatoes at 10 cents a sack and the
other fellow was s0 glad to make the
sale that he simply told me whera to
go to get them, and afterwards usked
me how meny I had taken. They
were of such small importance that
he didn't care whether it was hop
sacks full or wheat sacks. The 10
cents for a sack of spuds was, how-
ever, in those good old days un Item
by no menns to ba desplsed. During
those years we could buy a belter
horse for $40 than we can now for $200,
in this 1 speak advisedly. Unfor-
tuhately few of us could buy at all
hecause our bank nccounts were so
poverty stricken. A man who had §40
in those daxs could easlly say to hils
peighbor: *I am mightier than thou'
I also recollect most dlstinctly how
hops sold for 3 to 4 cents per pound
and I have a faint recollection ne to
some being sold by the bale, without
reference to its size for the princely
sum of $LG0 per bale. As to sheep
and hozge, really the most valuable
thing about them was thelr gontle
volees. Sheep that sold during the
lust wvear of Harrison's Administra-
tion for $3.50 to §4 per heag were
offered for sule before the clogse of the
first yenr of Mr. Claveland's last Ad-
ministration at from 75 cents to §1
per head. Good dressed pork brought
us 2% cents to 8 cenis per pound. Of
course If It wasn't real good we hod
to sell it cheaper. These things con-
tinued with little varlation until the
Fall elections in 1894, when the wires
brought to Salem, near where T was
living, the news that the new Con-
grese was to be overwhelmingly Re-
publican. The price of wheat was ad-
yanced early the next morning 4 cents

per bushed. From that time forward
times began (o Improve, but it was
not until the election of Mr. McKinley

In 1898 was an assured faet that the|

real era of prosperity began Again,
and while our Democratic friends in all
sincerity continue ‘to stoutly main-
tain that it was no fault of thelrs that
hard times prevalled during those
futeful years I am not at all inclined
to conglder It as a mere coincldence
that times did grow hard when Mr.
Clevelund was first elected, get better
as soon as Mr. Harrison was elected,
nnd upon Mr, Cleveland's re-ciection geat
sa hard us to be almost beyond en-
durance. and sgain geot good with the
election of MeKinley and the beginning
of &4 new prosperity, which has not
ceased at the present moment. ~With
business Iin all departments on a sound
basis. with our flag honored at lome
and sbroad, with the products of our
farms and workshops bringing to us a
Inrzer return for the energy expended
in {Leir productions than at any period
In our Natlop's history, with the aver-
age wages of the average man buying
for himself and his family mogpe of the
nocessities and luxuries of life than
they ever have done in odr own or
in any othar land I submit in =all
candor that mny change which might
mur those conditions is a dangerous
experiment. As a cold-blooded business
proposition I ecannot consent to it
Either Mr. Tart or Mr. Wiison will be
our next Presldent. Both of these men
are ouite willing. to dlscuss the
economic guestions, but ‘seem disposed
to lgknore those “of a purely moral
nature, The lisues ntreé made up. It Is
not a question as to the gualifications
of the men, but one as to whether the
safe polley of the Republican party
shall be malntained for another four
years, or whether It shall be set aside
and the vislonary pollcies of that parly
which has beon welghed in the balances
and found wanting substituted therefor.
I shall vote for Mr. Taft

W. T. PEARCE.
——————
DANGERS SEEN IN SINGLE TAX

Arguments Prexented Ag2inst Adop-
tion of Dire Experiment Here.

PORTLAND. Oct. 25.—(To the BEdi-
tor.)—Thursday evening I spent a short
time at the Bungalow Theater, whers
& debate wis on between Shlelds and
URen on single tax. Having limited
time I stood In the ecrowd In the reéar.
My obrervations deduced a few “facts
regarding the single tax matter, Those
upholding each slde seemed to Lo out in
force. They went there with minds
made up like adamuant, to choer on
thelr debater and yell at some gquip or

repartee. The followers of the impec-
cable U'Ren seemed to be either In
the majority or to have the greatest

lung power. A til]l young man lstens
ing to Shields kept mutterig, “where
does he get his money from?™

A debate of that kind Is on a par
with a cock fight. Bach muan had his
bird in the plt and the backers of each
were laying on thelr money and doing
the cooaching. Such debates do not
reach the people who do not know
what single tax Is or have made no in-
vestigation of jt. If these debates uare
to be falr and continue It occurs to me
that before preceding, it might be well
to ask all to withdraw who have exam-
ined the subject and made their decl-
slon, 80 as to glve place to the unin-
formed, for the time Is short before
election.

The man without a lot on which he
can bulld a little home seems to want
single tax, as he thinks it will force
somehody to let loose of a vacant lot
for 25 per cent or 50 per cent of what
le pald for It. Then the landless man
who has gecomplished this robbery of
the ‘man who put in his good money,
will find that the tax demands wllj g0
increase that he may In time pay out
as much as he robbed the other fellow
of and feel that he also must lat go at
a dlscount, to some other robber! That
fs, If the state does not get the prop-
erty for taxes, in time we may all
work for the state. 1t Is not g ques-
tion now of where Shields or U"'Ren
get thelr expense money. The people
of this state have a vitel, fundamental
question, underlying the whole govern-
mental system, put up to them Square-
Iy on the ballot.

The working men will find under
single tux that his boardf lodging, gro-
ceries, rent, ete, will cost more If the

man who owns the land must pay more
taxes, It makes no difference what lm-
provements are there, the state muat
get the revenus from somewhere. The
attempt to saddle taxes on public cor-
porations s & misfit, as the people
will pay every cent In the end. The
trouble lg, there are too many people
who rely on oratorical jabs sand par-

ries made glibly and beputifplly. They

don't know how to think for them-
selves, or If they. do they are 100 laxy
to think and think rightly
ROBERT C. WRIGHT.
——
WOMAN VOTERS AGENTS OF GOOD

Suffrage Wil Quicken Sympnthles for
Universal Need, Is Piea.

PORTLAND, Oct. 23,—(To the EJl-
tor.)—I am not an active worker for
woman's suffrage but my sympathies

nre with the many splendid women who
do believe 'that the ballot for women
will foster the uses of good more than
will Increase present evils; hence
thls work of appréciation for the work-
er#g In the womuan's suffrage movement
and for the movement itseif.

=~

Hurely thers are women who have
brought up thelr familles, kept thelr
home, done nll those things the antl-
suffrugists require of them, who can
then give the larger talenta of rip-
ened years to the Interests of human-
ity. Agsin, even the busiest’ home-

makers can maintain homes more ldeal
as the direct result of gquickened sym-
pathies for the unlversal needs. She
who would abolish child labor Is surely
n better mother for her greatness of
heart toward all lttle chiidren; ahe
who concerns herself for the beast of
burden will teach her household more
kKindness to all living things: she who
hus the heart to help the elght milliens
of wage-earning women about
for this reason a better sister or Jaugh-
ter or friend, If the women who think

about these things can through the bal- |
for |

iot, make thelr Influence count
morg—and many of them belleva they
can—why should not the right to vole
be granted them?

To be sure tlie outcome of aqun} suf-
frage I8 Inrgely experimenta], The
votes of the unserupulous and the men-
tally lazy stand a good chance of be-

ing doubled. But at least there will
ba in the fleld to offset the lgnorant
and the evil vote an army of eurnest

women whose Influénce for good must

by its own witallty continue to grow
and to bear good frult
The Ideal conditlon,  without ques-

tlon, would permit only the wise men
and the wise women to frume our laws,
This Is not now possible; but In the
meantime a distinction agafnst all wo-
men and an unchallenged vote for all
classes of men Is about as far from the
fdeal as it Is possihle to get

If the age-long discrimination against
woman Is 1ifted may not the good In-
fluence of the good woman be trusted
to work te & good end? At any rate
plain justice would permit her to reg-
\ster her thinking where [t can actually
influence jaw-making if a man may do
the same. And surely all who look
brondly @t present human WTrongs,
whether or not they can just now agree
with g2il the *“suffragetie” methaods,
must honor the woman who stands for
her right ta help In al] these world-
wide guestlons,

BLANCHE HERSEY HOGUE.

her ia|

MOVEMENT HAS SURTLE INFLUENCE

True Conceptlon of Right and Wrong
Not In Progressive Movement,
PORTLAND, Oct. 26.—(To the Ed-
Itor,)—Historlans agree In tracing the
maln philosophile souree of the French
Revolution to a hook written by Jean
Jucgues Rousseau, termed “The Soclal

Contracl.” This book starts out, inno-

cently enough to the conceptions of
our day, with the propaosition that the
authority of government depends on
the consent of the people: thal the peo-
ple are the sources of power. From
this, however. the author goes on to
make u sophistical and fatal leap—the
game leap that bas been made by tyran-
ny everywhere, and the connection be-

tween which and the French Revolution
la obvious.

He assumes that might makes right;
a

and that, therefore, the people as

whole are the source of this as well
as of power; thut the will of the ma-
jority of itself determines justice; that
the people acoting as @ whole cannot
EOo astray or st corrupted and that

they have a right to take private prop-
erty, and even life, in order to Incrense
the publlie possession ani wolfare.
Is It not well In Lthexe days to poliot out
the rather startling fact—which those
who hope for the stability of our p
ent form of government cannot regard
without upprehension—that large nume
bers af our “progressives) have already
ncecopted all but the lust of thése prop-
ositions of Rousseau. and also that this
last proposition, Including all the theo-
French

ng -

retic conditions leading to the
Revolution, follow logleally upon their
present views? In a few words It is

easy to show the false basis upon which
these views rest.

It is true that the people should be
the sources of power, but only so far
ag by “the people” we mean that
in  them which represents the
sults of thought, Jndgment and
tlonality. Every Individual inel
ed in the term “people” bhas a body
and also a mind. The body Is the

source of nerves, feeling, sympathy and
pussion. The mind i& the source of
thought, judgment and rationality. In
private conduct, every man recognizes,
more or less, the influence coming from
both these mources. A shrewd trader
never nccepts a business propositlon on
the day that- he recelves It; he wants
to sleep over I, at Jeast one night, Nor
does he buy stock on m rising market.
for no other reason than that others
are doing It

He avolds, in every possible way, be-
ing led astray by the influence that
they may have had upon hils feellngs
and sympathles, He knows that only
when these are, to some extent, Inope-
rative, can he trust his own mental
judgments. M, Taft, who s accused
by some of not trusting the people,
merely wants te have gowernment,
which represents men In general, con-
ducted acoording to the same princi-
ple as that according to which a single
man acts when he acts wisely He
wants our people to preserve the checks
upon their own precipltous nction that
with statesmanly fore-

were plunned
sight by the founders of our Consti-
tution,

Notice that those who fall to recog-

nize that these checks are derlved from

n knowledge of what la necessary to
the muccessful working of human na-
ture, fall to do so, because they have
not recognized n very Ilmportant fact,
haviee to do with the very easence of
what constitutes right and wrong In
inMdvidual action. The fact is this:
That mentality, In =o far as It I8 pure

| and simple, in %o far as it 1a renlly

voreed from the Influonce of feeling
and passion, 15 always exercised by
men acting Individually, and never by
men acting In masse In the Iatter
case they are always Influenced more
or less by thelr bod nerves—by thele
feallnga, sympathies and passions All

great reforms, from Christianlty down-

waurd, have started, not with the
massexr, but with Individoals, like
Buddna, St. Franels, Luther, Wesley
Wilberforce. G . Thae volee of
the people Is th lee of God so far
only as individuals, Inspired mil
must be—from within, obey the be-
| hest of consclence and conviction, and
o forth to prove to others that that
which has been revealed to them, and
bean reasoned out In thelr own -minds,
lg In accordance with the truth. Not
|unf)‘ s0, hut Institutions that have
|hq\r'n founded by such men, and, ot
firat, have Influenced the worl for
|gmu|. have almost always deterd tei
when thoy have come under ti
trol of organizations of people

as a whole,

In every

i1t Is therefore !mportant
age td hold theories of right and
wrong that shall stimdiale the indl-
vidual to think and &ct for himeelll
It 1& very easy to show that the Pro-
gresslve movement s not doing thin,
The Frogressive platform adopted at
Chicago promises everything that nny-
body wants, with hardly one method,

In any case, suggested for attalning It
Last Summer the majority of the P
gressive newspapers found fault w
Mr. Taft lecause, In vetoing the bill
for the admission of the State of Ari-
zona, he did not subordinate to the will

of the people hls own Individual con-
sclence and Judgment which the Con-
stitution obllgated him to exerclse.
Last Summer again, & United States

him-
aame

Senator from Callfornla declured
self consclentliously agalnst the
meoasure, when submitted to vote; but
he sald also—and this wnrs before the
elaction—that, as the people seemed to
want it, he would not oppoese 1t

furthered

Can truth and right be
when men are taught, as they are now
by Progresglve precept and exampls

that this |s the relationship that ought
to exlit between consclence and clvie
error, private conviction and publle
riglhiteousnens?

Severnl years agoe Malne voted by
16,000 majority in favor of the green-
back craze James G. Blulne's whole
politfeal future was at stake In the
| following election. What dld he do?
I:\(‘t"[il the will of the peopls, on the
| theory that it indleated the right? No.
He went from one end of the state to
the other, telling the peaple that they
wared wrong, and why they were wrong.
It is only when statesmen act like
thig, and have theorifes that cause them
| to met Hke this, that rightecusness in &
nation ean flourlsh,

What is true of our statewmen, Ia
true of all of us Hvery man, who
wants to be a man In the highest
sonse, must be governed more by his
own coonscience and convictions thin
by “any Ioflunce from the outslde
which, In the last analysls, means by

any desire, In one form or anothet, to
be popular. All governments are hest
judged by their effects upon the in
vidua! citizen. What will be the witl-
mate effect upon the character of «
people of conceptions thut necessarily
undermine the principles that ure un-
doubtedly most conducive to human
development? Patrlotism and religlon
ought to combilne In an endeivor to
tenich someothing different from what
both history and phllosophy have
proved to be the demorallzing and un-
civilizing theories of Moussean.

G. L. RAYMOND.

Income Tax Is Favored.
PORTLAND, Oct. 26.—({To the
tor.)—Why Isn't an Income tax righi,
even though it does tax Ilabor? N
men with o salary of less than S$5000
would pay any tax. Isn't the contem-
plated gingle tax an effort to postpono
or defeat the coming vole on un
amendment to the Upghled States Con-
stitution providing fdr an Income tax?
T. C. LEWIS,

o
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