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Superfluous
omen

HAVE BECOME THE PROBLEM IN ALL COUNTRIES WHERE
CIVILIZATION FLOURISHES.

HAT of the Supsrfluous Woman?
The query is not put jestfully,
nor in a spirit of mirth. It is

This is doubly unfortunate in that it
reacts gpon her own standards and be-
causs It creates an unfsair and, at the

presentsd In all seriousness and with | same time, a falase competition for those

the hope that an ndeguate answer may
speedily be offered. For the Superfluocus
Woeman !s ever on the incremss,
with bher increase the question of what
shs I8 to do becomes daily mors acula
' And her problem is serfons. Not only
is It of import to her, bhut to every
member of the opposite sex as well. For

the Buperfluous Woman must live. No
She s

one may deny her that right.
oqually entitled. with her more fortu-
nate sister, to & rooftres and hearth and
the means whereby she may enjoy
them.

Henoe, 8s the Stats has not yet made
provision for such as she, and as it is
At present conducted, I{= apparently no
nesarer so dcing than It was half s cen-
tury ago, she must needs look out for
herself, The result Is that In the keen
competition of today some one must

or, and not seldom it is one of the
mascullne gend

Nesessarily t is po, because
racent years It has been men who have
held practically all the positions In
every branch of commerce and indostry.
Every year, howsavar, S80s8 i IDOTs TOAT-
Iy equal proportion of men and women
engaged in the various pursuits through
which a livellhood Is gained, and it will
not bea many years, {f the present a&n-
nual fnoreass is maintained, bofore the
paxes will e nearly evenly dlvided in
every branch of endeavor,

And what Is the Superfluous

Why is she guperfiluous?

Does shs not perform her part in the
scheme of modern life?

She Is n Worker.

First of all, it must be understood
that the so-called superfiuous woman ls
naver ths feminine pnrasite, who pro-
daoces nothing, the female drone, who
dapends on some male to give her all
that she has, This class can never be-
comes large snough to create a danger
to the state for obvieus reasons,

Nor is she the soclal parasite of her
rex, who constitiites n menance to the
health and morals of every large com-
munity, although the same elemental
causes that Bave hrought the superflu-
ous woman into being have (n part been
responsible for the existence of har
waAlker sglatar—the preponderancs aof
the famnle population over the male.

Om the contrarys, the superfluous
woman is essentially A worker. She Is
only superfivous in that ghe has no part
in the reproduction of the race

Taking refuge In generalitias, she Is
one who, because of her natural love
of independence, or through her In-
abllity, for whatevar reason, to find
the mate she desires, {a thrown entirely
upon her own resources and compelled
to earn her own llving without other
ald than her own talent and wit. And
she must, of neceasity, continue to ex-
Iet as long ax the feminine elemant of
the population outnumbers the male In
the present proportion,

Meanwhile the asituation viewed in
Its broadsr aspects, becomes Yearly
more dangerounly acute. The necessi-
ties which confront ths superfluous
woman At every turn bring about two
results.

One i=, that being compelled to gain
L Hvellhood nt all hasards, she {5 rarely

until
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who are already in the field

But the ot result, while not at
once apparent, is, after gll, by far the
more {mportant of the two, becauss of
its far-reaching effects. For the super-
fluous woman createg others of her own
kind by reason of the fact that her
competition prevents men from marry-
ing, as i1t compels them to work for a
wage insufficient to support both them-
selves and a famliy.

Shortnge of Flushands.

And this condition, if carried to Its
logical conclusion, will result, In an-
other gensration, in a competition be-
tween feminine workers that will still

rther reduce their earning capnel-
tiesa,

Educated and Intelligent women all
over the world who have studied the
subject have recognized the Importance
of thess questions, Soclallsm and eu-
genics have been discussed as a tneans
to relleve the situntion. But when every
angle of the problem has been consid-
ered, and every solution offered, there
in wstill one fact—unchangeahle, unde-
Alable and unalterable—io be faced

All evar the world the female popus-
Iation prodominstes over the male, this
belng true in greator degree In clvilized
countries than in savage or barbarous
oned, Consegquentiy, there are not
enough hushands to go around

And where there are not enough hun-
bands to go mround, and whers male
relatives, if there are any, show no
eagerness to come forward and put
thelr shoulders to the wheel, It neces-
sarily follows that thers must bé stipar-
finous womanhood.

Formerily she was apt to fads gently
Into delleate and anemlc splnsterhood
23 & governess, compnnion, orf In some
subordinate, self-effacing position, but
this {s not true today. Nowadays wo-
men are vigorously lndependent n mind
and body &nd have a growing melf-re-
Hance that well matches the boasted
quality of thelr masouline competitors.

Henca 1t 1s that the superfluous wo-
mian has begun to think for lernelf, to
seek a solutlon of her own problem; one
that presants fawer difficulties for her
and minimizes the competition,

“How enn I best fit inte the struggle

aliy, It Is to be hoped, ghe will find her
OWnR answer.

But while many professlons are open
to the modern woman there {3 none
that is not crowded to eapacity.
=i this, to many—in fact, the great
majority—there is neither (Ime nor op-
portunity to acquire the knowledge
necessary to practice a profession.

What ia learned must be learnsd dur-
ing the hours of nctual labor. And this
knowiedge, ns & gensral runle, is nec-
es=arily extremely limited, often ox-
tending no farther than the perform-
ance of the dally task.

In Massachusetts efforts have baen
recently made to nscertain statistics
concerning the poorer classea of super-
fluous women In that state. More than
16,000 women and girls in candy facto-
tien, department storss, laundries and
cotion mills weres found to
less than $8 a week, out of o total of
contiderably less than twice that num-
ber whose earnings wera investiguted
by the commlssion.

These wars the aversge rank and
file, regular “year - in - and-ysar-out”™
army of women wago earners, many of
whom had been working nt thelr re-
epective trades and In thelir respective
positions for periods ranging from 10
to 30 years

sble to receive full value for her Iabor.

for 1ife?* she asks hersslf. And eventu- |

Be- |

be earning|

| and as teachers of gardening

The exact percentages of tha work- |

ers who ware emhbloyed for less than
this meagsr sum WwWrS 63 per vent of
the candy workers, 40 per cant of ths
Inundry workers, 88 per cent of the
cotion operatives and 30 per cent of
salezwomen. Of about 500 minors (un
der 18 years old) emploved In rotal
stores, twa-thirds averaged less than
#1 a week and 58 per cent averaged
ess than §6 a week.

The average earnings in the factories

and Jaundries were less than these
figures,

Misfortunes of the Sorplus,
Thege figures are interpsting to the

student of soclolegy becauss of the

prevalant notion that the wages of lo-

or correspond by an invisible but in-
fallible economic law 1o the
or productive capacity of the laborer.

Out of the fullness of an experisnce
which Included a study of the 18,000
woamen and girls above referred to
the active secrstary of the minlmum
wage investigation in Masanchusatts
concludes ang states that “there 18 no
suoh aw™

More especially among the u
Ized*and lower grades of lnbor wages
fire the result of traditlon and of slight
competition—from the employing point
of view.

It will readily ba seen that the su-
perfluous woman, who hias recelved no
speclal tralning and who has no means
of obtaining 1, faces a serious situa
tlon and one that does not readily pre-
sert a salution,

The report of the Massach
commission Ilnys streas on the
ETeat. numberas of women n
have been forced into channels
3 [ wlustry In
ber In v
demand, and
r grades of labor mre largely
to takes whatever wage they
can geot for whatever strength or skill
they have to sell.

The of organization among
women leaves the case one of Individ-
aal bargaining power between the out-

he

the women

|ef-work woman and the factory or
ireé manager. The meodern commer-
1 zenl for economlic management

cuuses many of the manngers to bLeat
down the woges of the more helpless
employes to a point whick In many
cases has beon A source of surpriss and
honest shame to the owners of thao
business, whan the matter had been
foreibly brought to thelr attention by
disintereatod representatives of the
publls consciance.

The commission further points out
that the wages bear little or no rela-
tion to the value of the workers' out-
. or to the selling price of the goods,

this Is more than borne out by tha

-]\'laln:h have now been reduced to
slatinticd

Anything which offers even a par-
tlal molution of this problem should be
Fiven serlousm conslderation, and the
supetrfiuons woman of Ameries, eager
to solve the problem of existence, might
do wall to taks & lesson from her Eng-
ilsh eister.

England ths superfluous woman
S In even greater numbers than In
e United States, and her problem has
wen dn even more Eerlous one, owing
to the myriad prejudices and precedants

with which ths Engilsh are wont to
hedge ahout thelr commercinl, soclal
and Industrial life.

So the Engliah woman has ta
gardening. Always an enthn
the remlm of hortleulturs, it Is only
within the last few yeara that she has
taken it up as & profession. And al-
refidy she hns won signnl suceess, find-
Ing the new method of earning a iiving
both satixfactory and remunerative,

Boith am workers In home gardens
combinad
with nature study in schliools there Is a
Erowing demnnd for women's services,
Ssveral ‘of the great English estates
have women as hend gardeners, thoupgh

anrningn |

|
|
]

work than the average woman can
hope to as=plre to.
But there 1g nothlng In gardening

that & woman can’'t do, Even the rough-
er work Is not oo Eevere upon her,
and In the lighter tasks, such as weed-
ing and pruning, she excels her manscu-
line competitors. Her natural {nclina-
tlon, however, 18 genaraily In the dl-
rection of planning and {mproving, and

liy lends the fleld.

In this she e

| Market gardening hos uttraoted
jmany of the English women, who have
entered this braneh of endeavor, but

for this some cupital Is required, and
nursary gardoning has the sams draw-
back. But what many have found most
profitable, and at the samo time most
pleasant in its nature, Is speclalzsing
in violets or some other popular
flower.
New Fizlda for Women.
Two women mey go into partnership
to rum & little wvioclet farm, and be &as-
sured that they can make a good an-
nusl Income. On the other hand, as is
now belng done In England, attention
may be givéem to the dovelopment of
the making of perfumes as en Industry
of more than plgmy proportions.
Then there is the French lntenslve
gardening, which, however, requirea
more technieal ang expert information
than the erverage woman without
maana can readliy obtein., Of course it
goes without saying that some study—
the more the better—should be muds
of ths sclence of gardening before it
In engeged In, but this can be gnlned
In o dosen different ways.
Nuturally, it should be begun In a
small way at first, until certain of the
| prime sssentials of the work are under-
gtood, but this may boe done before and
efter working hours. A slmpls knowl.
edge of botany !s also an Invalusble
nagot.
In England many schools where the
science of gardenlng and as an art
{s taught have been established, and
it would be n eplendid thing {f ssveral
could be founded here, where girls
who would be compelled eventually to
sarn their own livings might learn the
business thoroughly.
Jobhing gardening has proved most
profitable for the English women, and
is perhaps ono of the Dbest branches
of the work to enter, in that It re-
qulres little or no capital to begin.
The first object of the work 18 to take
town and suburban geardens and atteng
to thelr care and upkeep preclsely as
does the nursery man's jobber, but to
improve thelr conditions and develop
thelr possibllities as he generally Is not
|ubln to dao.
And hero is a field where the Amer-
fcan womnan, once she has mastered
soms of the detalls of the gardener's
art, would be generally successful, She
could put her natural taste Into prac-
tiend servico, milntaln her health and
have for herself a comfortable Income,
It moy be that the suggestion will
be made uze of by some member of the

of course this Is a higher branch of the

r olnan

unjustly Jdubbed “superfluous

women."

But ths problem, after all, will re-
main for most:

What shall she do?

Ien A\inutes \Y/ith

OOME-OF -THE-QUIPS -AND -JE STS-FROM-P

“[he [unmy;” A\en.

ENSOF THE: NEWSPAPER-HUM

ORISTS.

Terse Tales From Humorous Pens

IN A MINORITY.

A case was belng tried In the West
of England, and at its termination tha
Judge charged the jfury, and they re-
tired for consultation. Hour after hour
passed, and no verdlet was brought in.
The Jjudge's dinner hour arrived, and
he Becames hUungry s impatient. Upon
inguliry lear oene obstinate
juryman was
iat he could not st
the 12 men to
1is told them t
he had so plainl

before Lilm.
rge to them
¥ e case and
the law that the veridict cught to be
unanimous, and the man who permitted
s Individun! opinlon to welgh against
n of wisdom was
ed ever agnin to act

Nt and dlaguall

the capacity of juryman., At the end
of ‘this exe harangue a llttie
equeaky wvol e from one of the
Jury. He ordship al-

e iselon be-
“May It please
@ only man on

low me to
ng glven,
your lord
your slde)"—Exchange.
ST

LONDON'S MUSICAL TRAINING.
Jack London, when on a recent wisit
to New York, was Introduced to & mu-
siclun in one of the popular Hroadway
cafes.

“I am a

¥ ol
i d

musfelan in a am way,” |
sald London. *“My muosieal talent was

 means of saving my life.™ |
sician was at once very muech |

“How was that™ he asked.
“Theére was 4 great flo

of my Loyhe a3 d ndon.
“When the wat
fatlier got en with |
Je siream
“And you? 1 an 1
“Well"” sn London, I aecom-
panled Ifim on the plano”"—Judge.
SR s
ADVICE FROM AN EXPERT J
|
George Washington Johnson stood |

befors an avenging judge, sand realized |

in the town | da

dow and there were two viclous bull-

dogs In the yard"”

"It wouldn't do you no good. jed
foh me to 'splain how I esught
replied the successful culprit.

couldn’t do it If you tried forty tim
nn® you might git a hide fyll
shot de ve'y fost time you put
obar de fence. De best way for you to
do Is to buy your chicke in dg mar-
ket

—

FOOLISH QUESTION.
Dubblelgh's car lay flat on

1=

E

and deep In it mud in the fre
plowed fleld, aving ekldded off t
road, through the low stone wall, to
gal L3

! cried A passerby from the

“Had an accident™
£ tried to hold his tongue,
1 Wwas 100 t for Bim.

« of course not.,” he plled co
2 hew ocar and
- d one out here te bury it
Got a pickax and a shovel In your
pocket you could lend me? I ean't

seoem o dig very deep with my motor
horn."—Hurpar's,

ALL H1S,

Benator Vardaman, so tha story gC
rented a plot of

ane of hlg black naigl 10 land
was to be planted in corn, and the
Sonator, then ex-Gover was (o re-
celve one-fourth, rm was dulr
harvested, but the & itor did not re-

ve his fourth, Meeting the negro one

*Yes, sah, boas, long 'go."
“Well, wasn't'I to get & fourthr'

“Yer, sah, boss, dat's de truf. but dar|

warn't no fo'th. Dar wus jes* three

Iftcadl. and dey was mine"—Judge,

—_——
OUT OF BABES' MOUTHS.

Thomas W. rawson, condemning
srooked business, sald to a Boston re-

that all the evidence was agalnst him, | porter:

says the Popular Magazine. It was the |
same old charge |

“But,” sald the Judge with a per-|
plexed frown, 1 don't umtera:am!.|
Johnson, how it was possible for you to
stea] those clickens when they wenl

woosting right under the owier's wins

“A Broadway office hoy was caught

in & nusty lle by the head bookkeeper| morning™

he other day.

“'My son’ sald the bookkeeper sol- |19ng aa'l can't go fiehing today I won't | Y Othier husbands used —New Orloans
smnly, ‘do you knew what hecomag of | bother. I never yet fished without jearp. | Sicayune,

boys who decelve and prevaricate™

| the ¢ld man, co

- * |
re. Sam, have you harvested |
e my your corn®™

old bookkeoper, and answerpd:
“*Of eourse, I do. o boss |ifts
right out of the starvation, pen-pu
clasn, makes
takas ‘om Into the fAirm beforae th
40" "—Washington, D. C., Star.
S L)
HOW IT ORIGINATED.
"l spent my wvacation In beautif:
Wiscasset.” eald Joroma 8 AMeW,
the Dulutly caplialist, according

oG

1

‘em department heads and

=tory:

old man was shooting
v iscns WY, A

hapy d along and sald:

'!r_.‘ Man, which is the road to Wis-

o deaf old man falllng to under-
stond, answered:

"'Thar'y one—that's a
settin' up thar on that three!
t asic you abo

squirrel —
See him?¥

rels” sal ranger, Ir
nsked you, ¢ it -all, wt
road to'Wiscas T
“*Yep,' snld the deaf old huni=sman, |
excitedly. *Yep, thar's another, too, just

a peakin’ outen that knot hole.!

“Then the stranger, losing his pa- |

tience, ropred:
“*You're a fool!™
" Yep, the w

Il of ‘em,’ sald

HIS NEARLY-EDUCATED SON.
“Your studles ars costin® me u heap
©" monsy,” obsarved his rustle father,
reaching down tn his jeans for another
roll te slip to his neariy-sducated son.
“l know It, father,” replied the ¢
with considerable emotion
lon J1g L i

puzzle ifon and ed: “And I}
don't zae why my studies should ba so
expensive. Why, dad, I try to study

Just as little #s possible.”—Cleveland
Flain Dealer.

S —

TOO LATE.
sou geing Sshing tomorrow
askead the rural eltizen.
*No," replied the munn from town.

“Are

"So

ing that they were biting fine yester-

“The youngster looked at the shabby | day."

‘| for figurea.’

Quipsand Flings

Ived a letter this morn-
He consumed

“Cholly
ing from Giladya Maud,

| hour in reading it." “Was the let-
r very long"” “Not wvary long. He
ant most of the time looking for
pags 2."—Birmingham Age-Herald,
- L -

Harassed Prisoner—Pray, great chief,
rhy do you keep your servant tled up
B2
Cannibal King—A thousand pardons,
dear misslonary, but we are waiting
for tho consignment of paper bags
rom Sydney. —Sydney Bulletin.
- - -

Ny

lon

f.
i

| Housewife (to tramp)—I don't ap-
| prove of people begging. Any man can
find work If he looks hard enough.

| Tramp—Alias, mum, dat's just de
| troubla; I'm such a hard-looksr dat no
ona wili give me a job.—Phiiadslphia

Record,

- - -
: “Aly uncsle only left me $5000. Fvon-
|dor 1 I could break the will?™ “Sure

ng. He must have bsen crazy to
| leave you anything.“—Boston Post.
- - -

“And so, after inviting your friends
to a game dinner, you were not served
with any part of the bird!"

“Oh, ¥==: I got the bllL."—Smart Set.

. - -

“There Isn't ooe man in o millon
o would be £0 mean to his wife and
idren as you ara remarked the

bitterly. “Now, that's what I
ra In you, dear.” ventured the hus-

| &k
wife,
| ad

| nsked

the sweet young thing, as they
were demolishing plates of cream after
the opera.

|
“Which was he? replled the sweatl |
young “The one with the blond |
musiache?'—Boston Globe, | RICH. ater madin,
- Ld - F th ;
“How 441 the drink go, Pat™ The love that's In my baby's eyas, the call - IJ-‘ workmen
“Foln :-t'l.'" but, falth, ir do ba cﬂl!En“ plny times that \-\«!H.:'l\'f' .1:Ir|'.:!1'. -i.njll.;:.
¥ ’,: A R -Rits, The joy that's In my lady's smile, 2
Fordumping: .l.ﬁn.(ion."l‘sr. T cheering words that all is bt L ann’rl‘\!n
ar : . yerl he little ome wh we ahblde it back ng
m;-Br”:.'-- (‘_".’.m' you are old enough to be SR | WIth  tanehten—krd! wis before.
nther. h
Hah § rere—auch ypiness— soig, - A -
& ’ » y o] | . cem Wror spho
your father has!"—New York World. that I deem wr ok kit
. b . e | There s that I d take to
gré-lfl‘i-_i‘.s—bun’t you find your fiat very tir my loved one's ¢ ks with o= .1...—‘;:{
mnl h lectrie light,
. - Bhame,
Wicks—No; you sesa I've always lived T > o " ot 1t back again
hir-te y o rob them of thelr prida in me, and I .
within my lninme. 8o I'm u=ed to dull the eyes with love nflams: ne meore than right.
cramped quarters. Thera s no profit that I'd take to
& 3 o cloud my homs now sunshine remant’s full of rurro_wl.
,"W’hat_?nc thing have that coupls in filled, A8 € V.,,-':,-Wh.,m,
commonT No sum of gold that could bring bac) pon 1t,
“I dom’t know; unless it ia that she ia the lnughter once It had be i\t you dare,
dove-cyed and he ls plgson-toed."—Bal- stilled. . pavement,

timore American.

ifl"hc:«' do not ask that I be rich, they do i
| not urgs me to be grea o Pathifinder.

—_—

HOUSEHOLD GOODS,

A Polnter For Him—"1 supposs, ob-
served the tramp, bitterly, “you would
llke to have me get off the earth. But
I cannot.”

To climb the mountaln helghts of fams
ur ¢lalm the honors of the state,

|'They ask me merely to be kind; they

“Have you tried soft soap?" asked | want me only to be true, The bab en to her hed mt night
the woman in the dblue gingham dress, | And In return they give me love when ‘\"”hp = abbit Fatonrwes white;
dispus!onalely.’-—i’fck.' s u«-]iang day of work Is % o o ot FEaYA & SERARAE T

| hrough,
» |
ifa is full of problems.’ | o fakcaat tiia =

“Yes, and if 1 could settle s certatn |Ull keop my home a dwelling place And "‘M\_ R t never hald
one of them I wouldn't bother about merry laughter and for song and" the seccrat is locked In her uny
the rest” *|T would not rigk one little =smile {7 e RTE

“What problem is that?™ bartering with what Is w e

“wSVhether or not to drink water with |T'H kesp thows eves aglow w .| ef “hgol"r_“l“ loves thess and leaves the

unto their lJove I'll fond ng; T

one's meoals. For yaars I've been read-

For though I may be poor in pure—| ., ; 150 & Joving glancs as I go

glow! “you have such & head
Harper's Magazxine,
- - -

band,

| Bowler—All ready for the bowling
| season. 1 ught ¥ou were golng ta
| muke extensive Improvements In the

i this Summer? [ don't =ts any.
—Great Scott, man, the
be fully six and a half
to the bar than they wers
last year.—Puck,

Mre, Wabash—I thought when I mar.
ried you that you were original

Alr, Wabash—And em 1 pot?
| Mrs Wabash—No, you use the samea |
| excuses for staying out late that ail

ing medical opinions on both sides and
I'm no nearer & solution than I was 2
years ago.”

in Joys I'm richer than a king.
—Deatrolt Free Prass,
===

To » brases pots on & shelf in a row;
To grandfather's grandfather’s lov.

- . - | e

Juds=—TWhat has the prisoner to say A CITY STREET. | And o Doty Seaned chatr & saes Sidkal
for himself? Nota: The following old poem was| up.

Prisoner—I have been sent to prison |[read tha other day In Congress, It| And I can't, for the life of me, make
twice before, your honor— plotures & situation which is true or| you #eo

Judge—What has that to do with |every city and town where so-called|why just these things ars a part of
your getting off this timae? “improvements" ara the order of tha| me!

Prisoner—I think the court should |dsy. —J. H. Macnalr, In London Spectator.

——
THE AFPATHETIC CITIEEN.
iIT.‘:cr» was o young fellow of Cadls
Who sald, “What o blossing free trade
,Bu:-u‘- not my ambition
o turn politiclan—

They took & few old brisks
And they took a little tar,

With wvarious ingrudisnts
Importad from afar.

They hammered it and rolled it,
And they then went away—

They sald they had a pavement
That would last for many & day.

show some deference to ths popular
feellng against a third term,
- L] -

Maggle—Why did they make
chango In ministers at your church?

Annle—Why, the former one spoke
g0 often on the responsibilities of mar-
riage that none of the unmsarried men
in tha congregation would propose..—

-

“Do you care for Esperantol” ke

Bo lot's go and talk to the ladlea™
Judge, |But they came with picks and mmots it ~—"4 Lyttel Boake of Nonssnag® |




