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This Season National Forests Have Largely Escaped Rav-
ages of Fire—This Is Due to Organization for Fire Fighting
in Timber Zones.
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ment of militia erganizations through-
out ths country. Each ssattler or stock-
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s geason s spotied on the
accompanying  the Jistriot fire |
. The number that can be mesem-

led at a glven polnt In a given time
[s worked put, and It should be also de-
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fighting equipment each one habituall
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owner keeps on hand a supply of to
and food sufficient to maintain a crew
of ten flre-fighters on the llne for three
daye. and If he kEnows also that he can
securs three pack horses at this cow
ceamp, he can rosh a8 fire crew into this
locality, establish a base camp at the
cowman's camp, and save possibly two
days that might be necessary to trans-
port tools and suppiles into this coun-

try. It goes without saving that the
cowmsan will be immeodiately reim-
bursed.

Calling For Help,

Before the fire season opens a def-
Inite undarstanding is reached between
tha supervisor or the district ranger
and all sawmill operators or construc-

tion superintendents within the district
25 to just the clrcumstances under
which their crews will be called upon
to fight fire, how far they will go from
their work, and the compensation the
men will recefve. Misunderstanding
and frietion have occurred bechuse
guch points were not settied In advance.
The terms= of pay. transpartation and
subsistence should slso be nnderstood
in advance by all possible volunteers
Just as Important as an sdvance*in-
ventory of all avallable veolunteer fire

Fororer ZLocKowl

JE s € /o,

fightars {5 an advance Inventory of all
possible means of transportation and
bases of supplles. Lists should be
mads showing the location of all
horscs, pack cutfits, and wagons in the
district that It Is possible to hire at
need. The ranger ghould also list the
sountry stores from which supplies
and tools may he chtained, and satisfy
him=elf that thelr stock s adequate,
If it Ia not, he may bs able to induce
the propriator to increase it.

This much for the mapping of a

in the last century. That "gams” seemsy
to have been played sseveral centurlies
AE0.

It was an Asztec game and it was
played somewhere ont on the mesas of
Mexico, long befors the Spaniards ar-
rived in thelir search for gold.

The sort of ball that the Asztecs
plared was very popular with the pub-
He. just as the blg league Araws stten.
tion today. They had no “regular leagus
balls™ at §L.256 each. but used one of
rubber or elastie resin, and In another
sort of oontest used those made of
gold.

The ancient Azteqs game wae called
totologque angd was piayed in a court
kEnewn ns a tlachco, not so large a8 the
presant day diamond. The piayers wars
clothed ‘only in a maxtlati or girdle
around the loins.

Thera were pitchers, but no catchers,
mnd the [flelderf were few. When
| pitched the ball was struck by an up-
| ward movement of the thigh or eibow,
| according to Now It was almed, whether
high or low. After being struck the
sphere, In orde
through a hole In one of several stone
discs nging just in front of the wall
of the court. he feat of bunting that
bail with the thigh and sending it
through one of those holes requirgd a
great deal of skill, as might be Imagin-
ed Apility was one of the prime requis-
ites of an Asztec big leaguer. Any play-
er touching the ball with the hand lost
a point.

The emoluments of the gamoe weare
qulite as Interesting from a pecuniary
standpolnt as they are today, Things of
great value were usuadlly given to the
winners. And not only the prize. The
victors were often presentsd with jew-
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makings of a § ho might hava
bean In fast company had he delaved
the date of his bir a few centuries.
He could lean ti rgainet the home
plate with une g regularity. The

Spaniards never could learn to play ball
anyway, and Cartez was one, two
with the Ifirst Amerlcan
. 0 he lost freq '

t insisted
on having high stakea placed on the
me find won proclous stones, Ingots
of gold and other more or less desirable
property, which he promptly distributed
to his attendants with the wonted gen-
erosity of his emperorship Cortes
probably relleved those same attend-
|ants of thelr evidances of Montesuma's

|ibernlity na fast &s the old fellow
loaded them up, and thus kept up a
{ elever triple monstary play, Montezuma

to servants to Cortex—New York Sun.

The First Futurlst.

As to the language of ths future &
correspondent suggests that Alfred Jin-
gle was the rirst futurist, as witnsss
“Lots of beer—hogsheads—rounda of
beef—bullocks: mustard, - . -
“¥Flannel jfackets, white trousers—an-
chovy sandwichen—deviled kidneys.”
Jingle contrived to make himuelf toler-
ably well understood, and certalnly de-
serves a place In the Pantheon of Fu-
turlsm.—London Chronlcle




