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UT of tha frozen North
fessor Vilhialmar
bringing =& £

tale of

the announcoment that ona of the last
ten tribes of Israel had been
ered.
facts that he has brought
him are hardly second in importance.

For Professor Stefansson has discov-

comes Fro-
Stefansson,
romance and dis-
covery that reads as weirdly as would

dlsoov-
And viewed ethnologically the
back with

ered & lost tribs of 2000 white people,
who are belleved to be the direct de-
scendants ¢of the following of Leif
Erickson, surnamed & “Luec who

went to Greanland from Iceland iIn 1919

THE LOST WHI
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Missing for Four Centuries, a White People, Descendants
of Lief the Lucky, Are Discovered Living Within the
Arctic Circle—This Is Their Story.
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year 582 and later discoversd ths north
coast of America.

And for nearly §00 years—io be ex-
act, since 1442, or just 50 ye=ars before
Columbus set foot on San Balvador—
the world has had mo trace or iidings
of this hardy Norss colony.

In that year, whila the black plague
was sweesplng over Europe, Iceland
forgot all about her Infant colony on
ths other side of the world and when,
200 years Iater, communications were
reopenad, no trace of It could ba found
It waz belleved that the Eskimos, or
Skraclings, as the Norpemen called
them, of the higher Iatitudes, had
swept down from the morth wpen them
and mnesacred the entire colony.

Instead, It Is now supposed, they
were driveh acrois the frozen stralt to
the mainland, where they mingled with

| triondly Eskifmos, only to be driven
later =tiIl further westward to the re-
glon whers they now are. This sae-
tion, which Ingludes Vietorla Island

and Coronation Bay, 1s 30 degrees east
of the mouth of the Mackenzie River
and more than 2000 miles by the coast
line.
i
Exzplorers Warned Away.,

NTIL tha sdvent of Profeszor Ste-

fansson In 1808 and later his pari-
ner, Dr. R. Anderson in 1510, this re-
glon had never been explored It was &
No Man's, Land, o country which the
two explorers were warned against =n-

tering, for it was bslieved to bes en-
tirely uninhabited, eifther by Eskimos
or gihme,

And in part this was found to be
trie.

Thera iz a strip some 800 miles wide
at the top of the world, scross which
ths Eskimos do not go. It is barren
of snme and difficult of travel. 2o 1t
ts that the Eskimo of the East knows
nothing of the Eskimo of the Wast,
Thelr traditlons told of & strange wmte
raca who wers cannibals—terrible mnen
with red besards and blue eyes, whoss
chief pleasure It wns to cat the littis
Eskimo bables.

Every explorer in the Far North has

heard thess tales and Dot a few have
tried to verify them. Roald Amund-
se discoverar of the South Paole, In

the Northwest pnssage,
trace of this strange
race, but falled. And It was then put
down as an Indlan myth—thls queer
whita race whom no one had ever seen.

But Frofesscor Stefansson was not
satisflad with ths search that had besen
mads and when ths American Museum
of Natural History sent him North In
1508 he determined to test the tradl-
tion thoroughly. In this he was alded
by his companion, Dr. R Anderson, #
former classmate from the University
of Jowa, who jolned him In 1%10 on his
return to the mouth of the Mackenzle
River, after o year nnd a half spent
among the different tribes of Eskimos,
none of whom, however, was the race
he sought.

in &1 Professor Stefansson discov-
ered 13 new tribes. Ten of theps had
never gean a white man or held any
traditions about them, Two other
tribes stated that  thelr fathers had
seen members of the lll-fated Frank-
lin expedition. There were two very
old mon also, one aof whomp had seen
Richardson (n 1548 and the other Col-
linson {n 1853.

The tribe of whits peopls, ballaved
to be the dexcendants of the Norsemen,
never hid seen any peopls of their own
color until visited by Stefansson.” Thelr

his est for
sought to find a

number !s about 2000 and more (‘m_n
half of them have red hair, blue 3
faly skins and  1light vehrows
beards.

They 1ive on both both shores of Corona-
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HEN the call cams to
W south, Chance Iald it to the
pralris flres.
“Nowadays, the minute I  ses

yellow In the alr, snd the grass crack- | V¢

les up crisp and ready under Elwash's
tootsles, why, I don't stop to do any
plowing or back-firlng. Siwash anil
me get the call of the south gquick,
and wa take the trall toward Yank-
ton."

“Going to stop off at old man Nawn's
place, as per usoal?™ inguired BiIL
mildliy.

“Bure,” sald Chance.

“Golng to bring a missus back with
yer?T Still the tone was gentle.

Chance laughed and rubbed his fin-
gera up through his thick, curly hair
dublously.

“She wouldn't llke It ‘way out hers,
m? en you and me |earth midway down the slope; but it
[ guess o woman would | wns not o mers skull that caused Si-
wash to droop hils long neck and whin-
“Nops™ One of the brown puppies |ny restlessiy,

Y rolled none! .n.m Iy over into the pan ot menning to margue with you,
of milk, and B fshad him out ca sald Chance ‘*but I don't see a
fully and on the | biame thing susplelous on this horlzon.”
in tendsr, r| ‘The horse nosed at the long, dry
him off, | grass tops. and suddanly Chance looked
lonesoma down, not at thea creek bed, but ut
iove best the decp, tangled mass of wesds where
out for and some d cats and | the land dlpped to the =lops, and he
heifers and plants and kids. They like | swung off the pony's back with a sharp |
to be the whole ghow and boss n place ! exclamation. It was the bhody of &
1tke thizs, They" boes us someothing | man.
fierce If ome ever dld get o :umhuldl “gi, you're ths most spgaclons and
here, Chance,” lrle:'.—-';::vactn'.:n animsl on four legs In

“Wouldn't it do us good ™" protested | the state of South Pakota™
Chance. “You and me, Blll, we're get—| Ha turned the body over and looked
ting too set in our ways. We're get- |at the face. The eyes opened wildely
ting 1like a couple of  ‘half-petrified |and stared back at him, dully at first,
poiliwogs down under tha creek bed |then with slow-gathering consclous-
Wo're getting ao plumb set that we |pess in their listless, flimed depths
don't eare what we tura into in the *“Hallo, Chanoe” whispered the
next thousand years, !f they'll only let | parched, blackened lips. *Hallo, Lucky
us alone. I'm golng to rida south t.o-[l_h.mm Give me a driak."
moerrow, and I'm golng to stop off at Chance drow a bottle from 'his hip
old man Nown's place and 82y | pocket and put it to the dry lips. The
*howdy." men drank thirstily. Chance lald him
It was & challenze to further argu- | back on the dusty. yeliow grass, and
ment, but Bill tock !t not up. He knew | gat on bis heels, his sguars chin tilted
the spring was agalinst him, as well | laquinngly forward
as the memory of Madelsine's tanned, “Where's Leroux? ho asked. "Heard
dimpled face, with its quick smile and | you and he had swung Into partnership
Lig, soft, dark eyes. So the next mors- | since he got thrown out of the reser-
ing at danybreak rode south, | vation. Pete. Heard he and you were
rode Wwith his head h to gree! )| making quite a bit of money out of
the dawmn-light over h tlder, and | jand apeculation. Indlan mortgages
roned low with a Jaunty | ain't much wvalus when Unecle Sammy
twist, as bel ng a woolng cavaller. 'usu pen and lnk, are they, Pete?™
Every Spring, for six ysars back, he The- half-breed closed his eyés ob-
had taken the sames routs. It had com- | grinately, his lips shut In a curious
stituted his Spring run afier the long. [half moon of bltterness. Chance
slow, gnowbound Winter back up in the | watehnsd him clossly. Pele Frozen Noss
foothills where the pralrie breaks|js was callsd—outcnst from his own
sgalnst thelr base llke ! rolling | psople, and from the whites also, be
£ WY, | canse Of crooked deals curtied on In
Through the Winter he and his‘part- | Indian mortgages, Not by his own wlit,
ner would live quletly in the 1ittle | jowever., Chance knew he lind been
rough shack that hugged the shelter | merely the outward symbol of the
of the shelving butte behind jt. When | business Intricacles of Leroux, one-time

the dogs and drive the
tha gullles. It was

ride out with
herds dn‘wn into

ned from November to April
Bue when It

it

[-xa it. then tha sap of Epring ran fast

in' Chance's veins, and he took the
gouthern trafl for relaxation,

He was whistling softly as he rode
this time. It was getting on toward |
sunset befors he checked Siwash and
rested to take his bearings. They
wore on the crest of & oreek bed. It
was one of those meandering, dried-up
affalrs, with tangled masses of mud-
caked grasses down In the bottoma and

& few scravwny syoung cottenwoods
hers erd there along the slopes. The
blemched, weather-beaten =kull of a

staor lay half burled fn the sun-baked

RTING

move |2 big storm was In the alr, they would |Indian agent, and now a »tro

was over the W'merl

tion Gulf, on ths malnland of North
Amarica gnd Victoria Island, wkich was
formerly known as Frince Edward
Isiand,

——
Live In Stope Age.

UT while the elvilization of nearly

& thousasd y=ars has grown they
hava atood still In faot, they have
retrograded, for they ars still in the
stone age, while their forefathers must
have been slkilled In working In lron
and ip many of the arts of the crude
civilization of their Jday.

While they retain some of tho cun-
toms of the Norsemen who songht to
colonige Greenland in the twelfth con-
tury, thelr method of Hving is entirely
different. Tha conditions under wllirh
they live wre of the most primitive
sort. No wvegeilation, except moss and
o few sturited willows, grows in their
habitat

Ethnologically the newly dincovered
tribe {8 entlrely difarent from the Ea-
kimo, not only In the shape of the
skull, but in general featurey, color of
cyes ‘and texturs of hair. They have
not a single trace of tha Mongolian
type.

They are meat and flsh eatera. The
izland sbounds with ecaribou snd the
sen with seal and other fauna. They
uss hows mnde of willow bound to-
getlier with sinows and their srrows
are tipped with flint and natlye copper,
which is pried out of ledges or foynd
in stream beds on the mainland.

Their knives nre made of .—-\p;:l:'l".
with horn handles, and made in imuch
the same mannar as Implements Were
made hy the early Norsemen who In-
habitell Greenland.

Liks nearly avery savage tribe, they
have a legend of a flood which a Jong
time ago devastated the world -'119
legend, anthropologisia say, Is univer
sal among savage tribes and lh-n_rurr
cannot be regnrded ms proof that this
particular tritbe s descended from
Christisn forefathers.

In any eventi, they mow show scant
traces of the customs of thelr fors-
fathers, save for thelr white skins and
Scandinavian physiognomical chuarae-
tertstics being almpst ldentical with the
other Eskimos.

——
History of Lost Tribe,

ROFLSS0OR STEFANBEON accounts

for thelr existence by tha fact that

fn the year 582 Gresnland was dlecov-
ered and settled by 300 Icelanders. One

thousand of these people salled from
Norway and missed QGreenland, but
landed on the coast of Newfoundiand,

whers they established a colony, butit
14 churches, two monasteries, & nun-
nery and other structures, the ruaing of
whieh are s=till standing.

These people cros=esd to the coast of
America for timber. Thera wers no
Eskimos at this time, either on Gresn-
land or Nowfoundland. The Norse-
men settled in two colonles, ons on
the morth and one on thoe south side
of Newfoundiand.

In the fourteenth century Eskimos
cama from the north and exterminated
the mnorth settlement. Their record
wis complete till 1442, when the biack

their descendsnts maks their head-
quarters,

Thay still use tha bone nesdles that
ware invantad by their forefathers, and
many of thelr methods of iife are siml-
lar to that of thelr progenitors. DIif-
ferent envirommant, a more rigorous
climsate and a lack of vegeiation, how-
ever, has changed many of thelr usages.

ar——— »
Poople Always on Move.

HEY a&rs & migratory people, naver

remaining longer than a fow wesks
in the samea placa. TWhen they moved
Stefansson moved with them. They
naver live on tha coast itself, and It
wis for this rems=on that Amundsen
falted to discover them when he salled
past thelr island.

In the Winter time they settls on the
ice In the ecenter of & bay mnd hunt
seal.

In the Summer they go to the cen-
ter of the island, whers they eat the
caribon which there abound in thou-
sands. Ones In a great time they oap-
ture one of the rare specimerns of Bar-
ren Land boar,

Thelr houses ara made of snow, with
a roof of driftwood, which on rare oc-
casions Is found on the coast, The ptray
t.;ng-men # of wood are highly prized.
Furs furnish thelr clotiing.  Their
|.~.Im B Lre cug to come wall up to tha

= rlaras they are met by a kind
which reaches to the
Tha coat iz faxhloned |n almost
rigely the same manner as the full
dregs coat worn at inmugural balls by
their clvilized brothers. It cuts off at
a eharp angle Jjust ahovs  tha walst-
iine and n long tall divided Into two
pleces hangs <own belilnd. The whols

eutflt is strapped together by means
of thongs and buttons mada from raw-
iide and bone.

In one place on the island Professor
Stefansson discoversd a conleal stone
house which beoars a striking resem-
biancs to the houses bulit in Gresn-
Iand and Nawfoundinnd by ths Norsa-
meén who first Inkablitad thoss places.

AR s

Matches nnd Guas Uninown.
NOX’E of the natives had ever ssen
a sulphur match or a rifle. One
tribe expressed surprise when Stefans-
son killed & earibou with a rifle at &
distance of more than 1000 yards. They
told him of a wonderful man who had
once lved In thet country who had a
bow and arrow that would shoot over
a mountain and kill a deer or & bear on
the other side.

In a paper prapared by Dr. Henry
Rink, of Copenhagen, which wans writ-
ten In 1875 while Dr. Rink was an In-
epector for South Greenland, fucts ars
given about the mnolent settlament of
Greenland which sesm to bear out the
theogries of Professor Etefansson and
thhe other ethnologists concerning the
whits Eakimos. Dr. Rink, whose work

fs an authority on Eukimos, had this to
gay about thesa lost Seandinavian
colonists:

“According to the sagas of the Ice-
Inndars they met the Eskimos.on the
east const of Gresnland about the year

' plapus scourged Burope and for two (1000, and at slmost the same tima on » e 5

ient-urtnsccoml;nunlcatioi betwoen New-|the south coast of the Amerlcan con- M’J"L{Ca = f'dé@ﬁ'j??m #A TLoce [0'.35 A OO FeSrs
foundiand and the %ld country was [tinent In the so-called Vinland Thor-
cut off. vald, the son of FEric the Red, was 5

When communication was restoraed |killed In a fight which ensued at thls|s=ince in the year 1288 an expedition|ba supposed that the colonists on be- | by Johnm Davis, and found Inhablted ex-
the people of the second settlement|meoting. wos sent out for the purposs of sx-|ing thus cut off fram the world sbroad | clusively by Eskimos. Aftsr a series
were missing. Thelr graveyards, *Betwaesn the yenrs 1000 and 1300 the | ploring the abodes of the Skraslinga, | retived frita ‘the irterfor of flords and | of axploring and fishing expeditions,
bulldings snd other adfuncts of their|Eskimos do not seem to have occupled |ag the Eskimos were called by the|creeks, whila the Eskimos gradually | during which many acts of violenoe
semi-civilization were found. the land south of &5 degress on the|colonlsts. settled on the [al and that the|and cruelty were perpstrated by tha

The theory was formed that the|west const of Greenland, where the “Tn 1278 the northernmost astilement | latter defeated and partly destroyod|patives, the present colonlns wera
people had drifted to & settlement [Scandinavian colonles were situated. wag attacked by the Eskimos. About|ths remains of the former. founded in Greenland by Egeds in 1862,
further west across the parrow “But the Scandinavian colonlats geem | 1450 the last accounts ware received “The features of tho natives In the |and glnece then the whole wast coast
stralts, whers they intermingled | to have been aware of the exiatence of |from the BSecandinavian colonles, and|southern part of Greer and Indicate |up to 74 degrecg has besn brought un-
with Eskimos, whom they took aiong|the Eskimos In higher latitudes and to| the way to Greenland was entirely for- |8 mixed deacent from indinavians. [der completa and regular communic«
| with _them to the !simnd on which | have llved In fear of attaclk from them, | gotten In the mother coLnrr:.' It must ! In 16856 Greenland was discovered anew | tlon with Denmark.”

from
station to station nmong the h Ii eamps
and pralria’ ranches, getting money

that [the only exciting thing that ever hap- | whenever It graw. easy.

For over threa years the two had
earrléed on thelr trads In thelr own
way. By virtue of his standlng with
!Jsa reservetion Indians, the noma of
| Leroux had been enough to lend con-
fidence to any deal the half-breed pro-
posed, until miles of the best land Iny|
under paper bearing the leroux stamp.

And from out tha Far BEast of rl‘u-
taped offleisldom had swung the thun-

derbolt. After years of bickering and
dallying, the reservation was (o be
opened ¢p that Fall, Tha Indlans had |
moved Northward to good, arable, |

guaranteed land, homessekers had
crowded in down gt Daolias, and, as &
slds lssue, totally unlmportant, Iwo
light-fingered gentlemen partners hoad
found themseives and their projects
sgquelched.

‘At's too bad, Fets,
Chance, soothingly.
this one?”

Hatred showed In Pg
| "Leroux,” he mut
want me to tell , Made
Tell what?™ demanded Chance,
|']"hs.\ half-brasd shiversd, and his head
| deopped lower on his chest The sun
was half an hour above the line of
1Lli earth and sky. Before.that time
| the soul of Pete Frozan \mm would
"m\e slipped out past the sky Yimits
| Chance pulled him up on his arm and
gave him gnother drink. He 44l \'ln.
want the mounl io slip out bafore
had all the naws,

A he try to Xill you, Pste?
asked, bracing the half-breed's
against hls own shoulder and Enes,

snid
you

it -aura ia"
*Who - gaye

'8 ayes,
ed.* “Hp
ne Nawn'

not

gl

he

Siwash whinnled anxiously, lfting
hls nose to the wind.

“He shoot about the girl =and the
land,"” began the half-breed slowly,

“She draw big land last Fali—big In-
dlan ladd down at Dallas

“T know,” interrupted Chance,
patiently. “At the land drawing.
on, quick™

‘Me an' Leroux hold Indian mort-
gage on that land. Last wesk Leroux
find ore there, gpoms silver, soma gold
Then he go down and get old man
Nawn, and they play cards, and Leroux
get back the land"™

“But it's the girl's land,”
Chancae.

"“Surae.” Pete's lipa fomed the words
stitfly. “Girl rode down with old man
Nawn to buy stuff, Coms In whare
Leroux's making the old man glva up,
and stits up big row,. Then they chase
Leroux and ms out of town, and Leroux
says walt for me out hera”

“Wwait out here?™ Chance 1ifted up
his head and stared duliy around at
the wide expanse of *“out here,” miles
upon miles of black, silent land, with
po lving soul Bs far as the eye could
see. “What for?"

“To kil old man Nawn. Then we
talk about Madelsines and I say 1
take Mrdelaine, and Leroux =hoot me
{lka one yelow dog.”

“Which way did he go?”

Chance bent over the forin that sud-
denly grew heavier as hs held I

im-
Go

brokes In

| "Whick  way, Pets, whichk way?' he

head |

| gTass. ' Name of Madelnine.

sea nothing: but the nolse ceme again

the half-breed almost

shak

: __'r}}' to force him to speak agaln.
cte liftead one hand slightly,
v A queer, unsteady motlon sauth-

but he made no answer. Power of

had isft him.

o waited n while, staring
¥ oiit at the wids, darkening
with half-shot eyess. When the

meet glow broke hasily through
sellow ‘haze in long, widen-
ines of duil red, he mounted Bl-
and rodes southeast, leaving =&
lalf-breed In the
aked g ses of the creek bed.
Miles the sonthwest lny what had
been the reservation land, covered nov
Fith the mushroom grow:ilh of tents
shacks of the Fall homeseaksrs.
les north and east stretched the
| prairle, a great dry sea of fawny, heat-
scorched grasa; and every time Blwash
iifted his nose and sniffed tha alr, It
meant a fresh whiff of fire on the
wind,

lt'

Chanceo Hfted his hat and rode fast,
as fast sa hs dared with Siwash’s
dread of o ﬁl:r?.)‘ badger hole. He

l\uL w enough of uhl m Nawn's wenlk-
far-sighted gulde to

1 ;rﬂr‘.n in the half-
narrative. Leroux held an In-
range on ‘thoe land draown by
Nawn. While (£ dldn't

'\.. adelaine
amount to the paper It was written on

% of the law, still he had

in the o3
Nawn belleve the claim was

serawny, long-lmbed

the
i his noss pointing

aheaad,

¢ly townrd the polnt hie

ned 2t Just ahead Iny old

man Nawn's home, 2 meager dot some-
| where out under the waste of the
darkening blus aky on the soliiary

.19

+ Toe Chance that night it was
ks n sheep

sheltar and he herder,
hurrying to save It from wolves.

‘Home,” he muttered. "As if any
gpol on the fage of God's earth comid
bo o homs Juet becauss it was ground
with your own particular tag-on it i
n few hours back 1 was homesick. 1
wanted some doggons little hole in the
ground for a home; wanted plants nt
the windows, and & real clothes line
out back, with women's aprons and
general dingbats hanging on it, may-
bs kids' dioghats, too, And in the mid-
dle of the dream, SI, was & littls girl-
woman, understand. Name of Made-
laine.™

Ha pursed up his llps into a whistle.
He had aimopt forgotten that starlk,
dend body back in the tangled dr’y

dry, mud-
|

CF LUCKT CH

long, deep rolls; and Slwash made
stralght for the nearsst dip of land.
Behind {t, st Tirst sight, reposad a
peacefu! and unsuspecting camp. A
coupla of ponles wers pleketed in the
shelter of the slope. A buckboard,
with boxes of provisions protruding
from !ts buffdleo robes, sfood by, Tn-
der 1t reposed old man Nawn, sound
gsloep. But, standing, facing each
other, were Jim Leroux and Made-
Izine.

Tha) sound of thelr
clearly on the sllence of the night.
| “It don't make no difference whet
|you say," Maodelnins was =oaying, her
| head back lilte n flghting wildeat. *1
| know all about you, Jim Leéroux. You

volees came

| ean't talle your way round me the way |

The land belongs
Daddy never even

sou do with deddy.
to me. I drew IL
knew 1 was putting In & bid for IL
It was my ides and mother's. You
can't have it. We've llved ever since
1 can remamber in that dld shack, and
flrst It waxn't even m shack. It wes
jukt & dugout. Ang daddy ain't got a
mite of ambition. He'd Iust a= soon
wea all dled there. But we ain't a-goling
to., We're golng to have that land of
mine—<do you hear mel—and we'rs go-
Ing to have a renl house gn if, & cot-
tage-Houns lke mother used to lve in

back Bast. And we're golng to be real
town folks. I know all about you, Jim
Leroux.” Her voice ross higher.

Chanee lstened, the muscles of his
throat tightenlng, his hands clenched
on Siwash's bridle as he walted
| “You've followed daddy and me out
| yore 811 the way from town I ain't
afrald of you, do you hear? Tou don't
| do a thing to &

“Can't 17" Leroux r..hrew back - hls
hesd and lnughed

s was in no hurry. The tum things
had taken amused him. Ho aat down
on the buckboard's shaft and looked
at the mirk It seemed nimost o pily
to do what ha meant to, and leave the
two of them at the mercy of the firs
that was certaln to come. Perhapa
thers'd be s chance of saving out the
girl If she'd behave Therxelf, 1f she
wouldn't tell on him. If she'd geot tamed
‘down and glve up tha land without a
holler,

He took out his revolver careleasly,
and bafore she was swars of his In-
tent he had deliberately shot thes two
ponias dead,

At Madelnine’s scream old man
Nown stumbled hesvily out from un-
der the buckbeard; but, before Leroux
could shoot sgain, there cama a nolss

g'ruz“en of tha cresk bed.

“Little Bit of a girl woman, Siwash,
with brewn eyes and curly
deal the color of

hair ﬁm‘vli
this here pralrie
And: she
needs us now. Si; shs sure mnoeds us
bhad."”

Thers wiis no moon in the sky. A
strange. nebulous glow sesmed to over-
hang the pralrie since ths night had
come on. It was hard to taks In a
deep, full breath. And suddenly 8&i-
wash came to 4 dead siop, head up,
sura prickesd forward, lstening.

From somewhére out of the dark-
ness ahwead thara came the troubled
whinny of a hofse. x

Chance, pesering koenly ahead, could

that checked hixz move, the steady, hard
thud of horse's hoofs, and, even louder
stiil, a low, gueer roar and thes soft
quick wind that comes before a prairle
fire,

‘“It's gor usl" yelled old Nawn, as
ha raissd both hands helplessly sky-
ward. Leroux rose. His own horse
stcod safe, and he hesltated, looking
at Madelaina. And even as bhe lingered,
thers whirsed out over hlz bead the
cireling llne of Chance Halnes' Inriat
thrown neatly and with precislon, until
it threw him flat on ths hearth, ropad
aa surely and safely as any stegr.

“Jt wasn't that I meant for him to
dis outright.™ Ckhance was fond of ex-
plaining. “But thers wasn't no time
for fine calculatlions. Here was two

ﬁ

R-sweeping down on us ke kingdom
come, at short range, Hasre was old
Pa Nawn, and over therse was m¥y owWin
Uttlo giri. How wus I to stop and
takea mnotice of Jim Leroux against
sudh odda® All I hod time to do was
to put him out of business. And 1 sure
did. ‘Then pop took hls horse, and I

adn we were oft. That's all,: aln't it
Madelaine, honsy dear?™
Midelalne sald nothing. As "missus™
of the ranch, besldes a real house In
tha making, she fed the bBrown pupples
mnd let Chance do the talking.

“It stre mulit have dawned on Jim
pretiy sudden il d ianded in t
right place whe fire caught H!
sald Bill, as ha 2d out flower maed
envelopes on the wash bench outside
the. kitchen fdoor.

The land was not leyel. It lay In

doad horses., Here wWas & prairis fire

“God help him, anyway,” whispered

swung the little glirl up closs to ma, |
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! Madelaine, with a shudder, snd sha
lenned her head back on Chancu's
hoglder. “Let's have morning glories

i, Chance. And doubls
onse with doep-red

, Chance
“Sure,” laug!
| upturasd ips.

4 Chaneca, kilssing her
“You enn hang Bill and
me up for ornaments, T you want to,
honey girl. 'Cause why? “Cause it's
going to be home, And you won't be
lonesome, will you, with jost old Bll
and me and the dogs! He gased af
ber temderly.

"Lonssoma ™!
eyes wide and re '\ri-lr‘hflrl

she ropeat ed, her bix
“Lonesomae,

Chance, whera you arel”
Bl looked up thoughtfully at the
blue aky and winked with an unders

standitis heart, The other two wers

allent,

(Copyright the Frank A Mugsey Cou




