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BELLING THE INITIATIVE CAT.

Mr, Kroner, a Democratic eandidate
for the State Legislature, proudly
boasts that he belongs to the immortal
ploneer band that offered the initia-
tive and refizendum to the people of
Oregon; but he sadly admits that the
thing Is being overdone. *“I sum one
of the heretics who think we have too

much of the Injtative and referen-
dum,” he told the Jackson Club the
other might. “I am opposed to the
peddiing of petitlons and the indis-

eriminate proposing of bills on all
sorts of subjects)” These sensible amd
patriotic words were not challenged
by anyone except one timid soul, who
vifered the cautious suggestion that
“we would betler proceed slowly about
any amendment to the Initiative.”

Colonel J. Woods Smith, who also
has a Democratic nomination for the
State Legislature, was beld enough to
come right out in meeting with the as.
gertion that the Initiative ought to be
protected from *‘Jokers' and he sug-
gested a clause obligating each elector
tb state that he has read a bill before
he signs a petition for it. It is to be
fAssumed that Brother Smith has no
notion that his candidacy may be suc-
cemsful, elss he would never have ut-
tered m sontiment so treasonable and
wicked. Requiring a voter to know
what §s In a biil before he lends his
fiame to an effort to submit it to the
sovereign people would forever put an
end to the mlischievous trade of peti-
tion-peddling. That would nover do.
It could only have been proposed by
an enemy of the Oregon sysiem.

Other devoted followers of the lus-
trlous Jackson—who, by the way,
never heard of the Initiative or the
referendum, and died in happy lgnor-
ance of the peaceful revolution that
was to take the Natlon far away from
practices and principles to which he
devoted his whols political lfe—
thought that of course the Initiative
ought to be amended, If at all, “by its
friends'"” Thnat sounds strangely fa-
millar. It was the line of argument
put forth for years by the sponsors
and guardians of the sacred tariff, Mr.
Aldrich, Mr, Cannonn and Mr. Payne
agreed thit the protective tariff had
u few defe and an Irregularity or
two, and they responded swith alagrity
to the demand of the country for a
change. All they waptad, however,
was for the solemn task of rebullding
tho sacrosanct edifice of the tariff to
be left to its friends—viz, Aldrich,
Payne, Cannon, et al. The deflling
hand of no Democratic, or low tariff,
or free trade, vandal should be per-
mitted to come within reach of any
tariff plank. The people agreed to
their demands, and all know the res.

Here now we have the same demand
that no eritle of the Initiallve, no one
tainted with the damning suspicion of
unfriendliness, shall be heard or con-
sulted In the great work of recon-
struction. But presumably the peaple
shall view with patience the increas-
ing abuses of the initiative until Mr.
1'Ren, Mr. Bourne and the othar pro-
fesslonal friends of the system &and
gelf-called prophets of the masses, are
convinced that something ought to be
done. But while the doctors are
agreeing on A do-nothing policy, what
becomes of the patient?

All persons except the demagogues
who want office and the agitators who
Rive In view thelr own politieal
schames agree that a limitation must
be placed on the Initiative, else there

otis,

will be more and more confusion in
our affairs and less and less order
in publlc administration. One Im-
portunt candidate for office recently

gald that he would be pleased to see

ns many as one hundred measures on
the ballot—a startiing suggestion of
the unilmited p« bilitles

regulated initlat It may be
sumed that & public which (s capable
of acting wisely and carefully on
thirty-elght mensures—ihe number

proposed for 1912—need not be dis-
mayed at one hundred. But thirty-
¢lght measures cannoot be handled
svigely and carefully by all the people.
it is folly to pretend otherwise; It
{s consclenceléss demagogy to pander
thus to the supposed prejudices of
the masses. That the average oitizen
is Intelligent enough to vole discrimi-
nat'ngly, The Oregonian will be the
jast to deny if he desired to have
thirty-elght or one hundred mensures
submitted to him, The Oregonian
would inslst that the people, having
the ultimate authority In free govern-
ment, have the right to be heard on
all subjects or lssues wherein they
nave a direct Interest or a specific de-
sire to be heard. But the majority of
the thirty-eight bills for 1612, and of

J

dal growing cut of the Rosenthal mur-

der thst few can realize that only
several short months ago he stood 50
high that he dared to sngle for the
Damocratic nomination for President
Like another man whe Is much In
the public eve, he has lost hls tem-
per and s allenating his friends by
abusive scolding of his critics, When
a man Is sublected to such a dally
fire as Iy aimed at Gaynor, wa dis-
cover how very human he i=. The
men who hold their place unshaksn
in public esteem &re those who can
stand the gaff.

WOMAN'S WAY.
A new Solomon has arisen In Phila-
deiphia and his name is Gorman. He

has not found a way to decide between |

rivil claimants to a child, but ha has
found s means for a man lo keap pesce
in his house. In deciding the case of
o man wha complained that he could
not get along with his wife, Judge Gor-
man said:

If you want to ba happy, never talk back
to your wife when ahe starts 0 argus with
you; she'll Ha the boms aromd the house
and thers's no use combating her. 1t used
to be that the men thought they were the
bossen. It im well they have rid themselves
of that deluslon. All this fuss over the
suffragette probiem is nonsense, Na change
wiil be bronght mbout by giving women the
vote, becauss they anre already in full con-
trol of the situstion. When your wife in-
sist on quarraling, just let her talic Don't,
ander any olrcumstance, try to Aanswer. Just
you don‘t hear her, or, if that's Im-

it on
possible, plck up your hat and take & walk
arsund the block. Husbands might ss well

iowledge that the women sre the hosses
and accepl the situstion as it s

In adviging the man to “just let
her talk,” the judge adopted the phil-
osophy of Posthumus in Shakes-
peare’s **Cymbeline,” who gald:

Yet *tls greater akill
In & true hate to pray they have thelr will;
The very devils cannot plague them better.

In other words, If a man refuse to
argue with a woman, she will [ose the
desire to argue; if he let her talk and
does not reply, zhe will iose the zest
for talking; If he let her have her way,
she will wish to let-him have his way,
for her own way loses its attractions
when she ls not opposed. It ls para-
doxleal, but it iz woman's Way.

—

SUFFRAGISTS DOUBT ROOSEVELT.

Woman suffraglsts find in Roose-
velt's gilence on the cause during the
Ohlo campalgn on constitutional
amendments in Ohlo reason to doubt
the sincerity of his over-late conver-
sion to thelr cause. In an article in
the New York Evening Post, Ida
Husted Harper thus shows how the
suffrage lssus in Ohlo was neglected
by Roosgvelt:

The Progressive party had ita firat oppor-

tunity to show {ts loyalty to the woman
guffrage plangk In Iis piatform when the
vote was taken last week (an Ohlo on a
new conatitution. Forty-two amendments

wers on the ballot and all were adopted =x-
cept the one for woman suffrage! Ohlo 1=
one of the “banner” Progresalve states, and
Mr. Roosavelt expects to secure its electoral
vole In order to do this, a plurallty of
the electors must be Progressives, and
thuy could therefore have eanily carried the
saffrage amendment If &l the others had
voted agninst it, as the vote onh the consti-
tution was very lght—oniy & few hundred
thousand out of more than a milllon who
wears ellgible. Did he lssue any orders to
this affect? DHd he sxy to his follpwers:
“Now Nere s our first chance to show the
women that we mean business: of course,
if we win (o November, we will give the
franchise to. all in the United Siates, but
just mow we can make good by giving It to
thosa in Ohia, so let every Progressive vole

for the woman suffrsge amendment™? Did
he do this? On the contrary, he completely
f the matter, although he passed

1 Dhio the very day of the eslaction.

A faw days before, at 8t Johnsbury, Yt.
Mr. Roosavelt had devoted a large part of
his speech to showing how strongly he be-
lleved in the ballot for women and how
anxious he was for them to get L The
quostion was mot an issge there or Nkely
to be, bhut it was & vital tesue In Ohlo, to
be msettled In four days, and yet mot by
spoken or written word did he show to
the peapls of Ohlo that he kpew of ity ex-
Istence. Women who worked |o that cam-
palgn way that they did pot recelve a par-
of help from the Progressives, und
James R Garfield. Roosevelt's chisf
lisutennnl, was openly agninst the amend-
m and his wite was a member of the
Antl-Suffragn Ssclety which was fighting It
Che record of the Progresslve party in Ohle
does pnot stop here. Two days after it per-
miitod the defeat of this amendment
state convention met; {f any women were
oleécted delexates, the press dispatches falled
o mention it, and in the platform as
pubiiahed in the Evening Post & woman suf-
frige plank was consplcuous by Its ab-
sence! “The Progressive party pledges [t-
self to the tusk of securing equal suffrage
to met and women alike,” saya lta National
platform, and Oklo bas Juxt given the firat
example of the way It apparently meana 1o
keep that pledge.

Mrs. Harper analyzes Roosevell's

tic’e

that

| entire record on this subject to show

]th:i'(

his advocacy of the suifrage

| eause I& only o balt to trap the votes
|or women in those states which have

piher bills in previous years, were de- |

niready given them suffrage. There
ware a million and a half votes at
stake; that was too much to risk los-
Ing, =0 he swallowed his scruples and
went after them,

THE BUDGET SYSTEM.

The Democrats cannot easlly answel
Prealdent Taft's indictment of Con-
gress for violating the Constitution by
forbidding the use of the budget sys-
tem. Congress has always been ready

of the un-| i, resent as an invasion of lis prerog-
83— | gtives any

asssumption of power by
the President. It now commits the
very offense of which is 50 ready
to accuse him.

The constitutional duty of the
President being to execute the jaw as
made by Congress and to make reoc-
ommendations ss to what new laws
shall ba made, it is clearly his duty
to make recommendations as to what
sum shall be approprinted for each
particular purpose. Each department
being under his direction, it is clearly
his duty to co-ordinate the estimates
of necessary expenditures made by
department chlefs, and to make those
estimates balance with probable rev-
enue, If he finds that expenditures
are necessary In excess of prospective
revenue it is hiz duty to récommend
ralsing of revenua from ngw sources.
As the Chlaf Executlva he Is the head
of all executlve departments and is
the only officlal In & position to make
that general survey of the operations

1

| of the Government which s requisite

| to forming a judgment on revenue and

liberately Imposed on the electorate
through the machinations of selfish
cliques, or of special groups, or of |

hired propagandlsts, Most of the bills
Had no proper place on the ballot. The
people had made no demand for the
feferendum.

It is the general custom in theory to
look upon tha initiative and referen-
dum &s among the resérve power= of
the people. So they are. There I=

expenditures. Being empowered to
recommend legisiation and to approve
or veto bills, he Is the head of the
legisiative as well as the executive
department. He is the connecting
link between the two departments, a
Hink essantial to the harmonlous work-
ing of the Governmental machine.

| The preparation of a budget is clearly

no general oplnlon or sentiment that |

they should be employed for miscel-

Janeous Iegislation, or, In any

caae, |

where no emergeney exists or no pop-|

glar ls=ne is to be decided.
in practice that ten constitutional or
jegialative proposals are made wheare
one would suffice. Yet we suffer

We find|

without effective or organized protest|

the gross perversion of a soléemn goOv-
eramental function inte a convenient
vehicle for the exploltation of legis-
lative fade fancles and follles,
fnitintive belongs to the people.
nol the private property of any per-
son, OF COmMpany, of party.
e ——————

Mayor Guaynor, of New TYork, s
numberad among the political might-
have-beens, He has appeared In such
an uniovely light ln the police scan-

The |
It s

within the powers conferred by the
Constitution and is a power which
Congres= cannot taksa away. The
President can include a budget In his
annual messaga to Congress without
any additional legislation. Only the
narrowest jeslousy and partisanship
can deny him this power,

Only men bhllnded by these ignoble
sentiments will deny that the budget
system is in the public interest. To
the lack of it i= largely due the ex-
travagance which Increassd the Na-
tlonal expenses by alerming strides
antil Taft became Fresident. The
practice of allowing the head of each
department to submit his estimates
directly to Congress, using the Secre-
tary of the Treasury as i merea mes-
=enger, shows total lack of system
and is a fruitful source of waste, Each

ite |

department chlef should submit his
estimates of expenses to the Cabinet,
which should revise and harmonize
them, Having comparad the total
with the prospective revenue, the
President shouid recommend addl-
| tional taxation if a deficit ‘is shown,
remission of taxes if a considerable
surplus is probable. Congress would
remaln frec to Incresse or decrease
| apprepriations for ecach particular
purpose, but it would have falr warn-
ing that it could not add $3§,000,000
to penslons without equally reducing
expenditures for other purposes, and
that It could not reCuce revenue sev-
ern] miillons by slushing the tariff
without elther cutting expenses or
Imposing other taxes.

Such a system would compel a
showdown between the President and
Congress. It would place where it
belongs the credit or blume for In-
creased expenses or deficlent reve-
nue, or for taxation materially ex-
cepding Government needs. Such a
showdown ls precisely what the Dem-~
acrats desire to aveold, for thelr con-
trol of the Government has coincided
with increased expenses and deficlis.
They are economists before, spenders
alter, election.

~ A SECOND EDITION OF DREYFUS.

A trial begins this month in the
French couris which bids fair to out-
shine the Dreyfus affair in the sin|ster
light it sheds upon the secrets of the
army. It began throe years ago with
& sentence imposed upon one Aernoult
for indiscipline, He was ordered to
march under the blazing Algerian
| sun with his full kit on his back,

This is a common punishment In
that reglon and ls in itself full of sig-
nificance as to the effects of milli-
\tarism and ita practitloners. Naturally,

Aernoult falnted and In order to rousa
him the officers inflicted barbarities
which Injured him for life. The af-
fair was kept guiet for a tima, Perhaps
nothing would ever have been revealed
but for a soldler numed Rousset, who
vantured to protest against the oul-
rage and who was Imprisoned for his
audacity.

So much finilly leaked out through
a workman's soclety In which were
some of Rousset's friends. The nociety
published a statement of the case and
was prosecuted for It by army officers,
but the French courts dismissed the
suit. Publie clamor then compelled
the military authoritles to make an
investigation. HRousset's slory was
confirmad. He was released from
prison, while the officers who tortured
Aernoult were put upon their defense.
But, wonder of wonders, & little before
their trial day, Rousset, the main
| witness agsinst them, was accuged of
| murder, tried by court martial and
sentenced to prison for twenty yeara

Thus the system wprks, But by this
time all France was buzzing with the
|story. The elvil courts Intervened.
Rousset was ordered before the judges
|and ha came armed with confesslons
of perjury at the court martial. The
scandal iy now to be sifted to the last
grain. Friends of the French army
hape Itz officers will come out & littla
lezs bedraggled than they did from
| the Dreyfus affair, but it must be con-
fes=pd that the prospects are not
1 promising.
| _—— ———
| THE WARROWING HIRED GIRL.

The Outlook brings to o brilllant
|l elimax a serles of articles which It
| has Yieen publishing on “The Problems
|of the Home" by presenting in the
number for September 14 a collection
| of 1etters from readers which furnish
| interesting comment on what has pre-
|ceded. The home problem which ap-~
| pears to stir up most disturbance of
|.=--mi among the Outlook's feminine
correspondents ls that of the “hired
She exists Tfitfully Iin every
seldom falls to become

Her sins
while her
‘When the
| mistress speaks the maid Is ciad In
iniqulty. When the mald speaks the
mistress is held up &s a heartless
tyrant. One woman whose [etter the
| Outlook printas deplcts the hired, girl
as @ giddy, conscienceless craatyre
who delights in Merry Widow hats and
spends “far mora for clothes than the
| mistress whose money she {takes'
Obaerve that the verb is “takes" not
| “sarns® In tha eyes of many a mis-
| tress the hired girl Is the consant
reciplant of favors for which she
| makes no return and her pay iz pure
charity.

This justly indignant woman, pro-
eoedling with her plaint, tells the Out-
look's readers that her hired glrls do
not look upon her house as thelr
home. Thelr inslidlous purpose Is to
do as lttle work as they can for the
higgest obtainable wages. They will
not pay for the dishes they break and
when the milk sours through thelr
carelessness, with cynieal unscrupul-
| ousness they lay the blame on the
| white-robed milkman. This woman
belleves thitt the solutlon of the vexed
hired girl problem lles in the simple
‘c.-xpedlom of convinclng the creatures
| thnt their interest Is wholly identlcal
‘wuh that of the mistress, that her
}house is thelr home, and that her will
[is the sll-sufficlent guide for the con-
duct of their lives, We fear that this
task—It sounds easy enough—will be
found besst with difdiculties. Charm-
ing as the thought may be that the
houss whers she toils is the hired
girl's home, it does not work out with
much felloity in practice, She Is
| obliged 1o recelve her company in the
| kitchen under the eagle-cyed surveil-
lanee of & mistress apprehensive lest
the contents of the fes box should be
depleted during the vislt. Her male
{riends are stigmatized as “followers."™
If one of them bacomes noticeably at-
tentive he iz driven off 1f possible,
sinca the hired girl's marriage is &

:ﬁ'tﬂ-"
| household and
|an emotional storm center.
| are various and black,
|wrongs are unspeakable.

domestic calamity which is to be
| prevented by every davice, lawful and
| unlawful.

How much of & home for the hired
girl the house where she works can
'be Is examplified by this particuiar
better perhaps than by any other.
The duughters of the household are
| encouraged to receive male friends be-
| cause thelr marriage Is desirable. The
hired girl's admirers are harried and
| frozen bocpuse her marringe Is not
desirable. In spite of the mistress’
i honled protestations she is an alien in
| the tamily. She would not ba toler-
ated if life could go on without her
gand =he !z yalued only as a machine
dolng tasks too disagreeable for

for
| the mistress or her daughters to un-
dertake.: Her marriage deprives the

family of & useful Implement and
therefore it Is discouraged. The mis-
tress. whom Wwe are guoting” laments
that hired giris so often take to viclous
ways, but, frankly, what other ways
are there for them to take in many
[cms'!' Another woman complains
| because the brightest hired girls
| sponer or later forsake the domestic
nearth, where they are so carefully
cherished and watched over, and be-
take themselves to l1sundries; depart-
ment stores and so forth, where there
is mobody to look after their morals.

In her opinion when a girl leaves do-
mestic service for Independent work
she exposes herself to terrible temp-
tations, This reads oddly in the light
of well-known facts. It ls perfectly
understood by soclal students that by
far the largest contingent of fallen
women come proportionally from do-
mestic service. With all the loving
attention which the average mistress
gives to her servants’ morais thers
seems to be something about housa-
work which leads them astray.

The truth of the matter is that the
ordinary hired girl lives under a sense
of constant Wwrong. She feels op~-
pressed, slighted and humiliated. It
i4 her lot to perform tasks which the
mistress scorns and the mistress sel-
dom hesitates to exhibit her scorm,
especially before company. Men who
perform menlal tasks usually work in
gangs, who sustain one another's self-
respect, while the boss wears clothes
much like his hands. But the hired
girl drudges alone and her sense of
soclal degradation ls mever lightened
by tha kindly chatter of comrades.
She is the inferior of everybhody sbout
her and her inferlority is rubbad in
by & thousand hourly slights She
must walit at table upon other women,
often no more intelligent than her-
sslf, who wear beautiful clothes and
gally converss. But she ls condemned
to swear a livery of servitude and If
she speaks or smiles she has com-
mitted a domestic crime. On the
other hand the mistress knows only
ton well that the hired girl Hves In
rebellion more or less cautiously sup-
pressed, and she on her part feeln
continually wronged. No doubt her
feeling Is fustified. It must be con-
fessed that the relation betwesn mis-
tress and maid in the middle class
nousehold {s anomalous. It grows
more nearly !mpossible with every
year that passes.

As Industry welcomes women more
warmly the household will find it in-
ereasingly difficult to obtaln servants.
The problem of domestic work is one
which eannot be solved by recrimina-
tion. The facts are as they are and
women must recognize them. It Is
useless to kick agalnst the pricks,
The obvloug solution lles In the direc-
tion of co-operative housekeeping,
which has already made amazing ad-
vances. The popularity of city flats
testifles to the willingness of people
to escape the harrowing misery of
deallng with hired girls. Flat dwal-
lers are really co-operators in & hun-
dred essentinl particulars, though
many of them have never thought of
their situation in that light,

A NEGLECTED ISSUR.

A feature of the present campalgn
which the Natlon may have cause to
regret bitterly is the neglect of the
currency and banking reform issue.
The American people shun such sub-
jects as dry and uninteresting until
some financial disaster like the panics
of 1883 and 1907 force attention to
them.

The catastrophe of 1893 and the
imminent danger that adoption pof
free silver would prolong Indefinitely
the grinding depression which fol-
lowed were necessary to force the peo-
ple to study the first principles of our
monetary system and to declde final-
¥y on the gold standard. The panic
of 1907 has not suificed to compel
us to take to heart its obvious lessons,
for the only remeady provided for the
evils which caused it has been such
4 miserable makeshift as the Aldrich-
Vreeland act. True, the National
Monetary Commission and its National
reserve bill are fruits of that panlc,
but the leeson has already been s0 far
forgotten that It ls Impossible to
fasten the people’s sattentlon on the
valusble remedy provided.

So little study has been glven the
subject, even by men who assume Lo
be leaders of publle oplnion, that the
Democritic platform Ignorantly calls
the National Reserve Association a
central bank. Wilson confesses’ that
he does not understand it well enough
to be dogmatic about it, the Roosevelt
platform returps to the discredited
panacea of flat currency and the Re-
publican piatform, scared by the
prejudice against the hated name of
Aldrich, talks around the subject in
vague, indefinita terms, Apparently
nothing except another panic  will
bring home to the minds of the peo-
ple the necessity of understending the
subjéct of currency and banking and
of settling the question on such sound
selentific principles as have removed
it from the realm of political contro-
versy In Europe.

President Taft is awake to the ne-
cessity of definitely ssttling all those
questlons of government which affect
business, and he has recognized this
as one of the most important by his
commendation of the Monetary Com-
mission’s bill, but the people refuse
rm hearken to him. .In one of his
spesches he named four subjects of
legisiation which intimately affect
|l:usinos—rnilroads' tariff, trusts and
eurrency, The rmallroad question Is
near settlement, existing lauws necding
only some supplementary acts to carry
out their full purpose. We are so
busy now with the tariff and the
trusts that we have no time for the
currency. We shall be fortunate if
bafore ths next Administration has
Idlapus-:ud of the two former guestions
a finencial eataclysm does not force
us to take up the last in earnest.

. —

WILSON INDIOTS ROOSEVELT.

Woodrow Wilson's statement of the
real source of the difficulties which
| drove Dr. Wiley out of office is emli-
| nently fair and true to fact. The board
of revlew, or the Remsen board, as {t
ia commonly called, was a thorn In
Wiley's side and on many occaslons
when he endeavored to stop some fla-
grant viclation of the pure-food law,
it blocked him with a purely technical
decision. '

The benzoate of soda declsion, to
which Wilson referred, is a good il-
lustration. Benzoats of soda itself is
harmless; Wiley did not deny this,
But It i= uszed to conceal spolied con-
dition of fruit and vegetables in can-
ning and to arrest the process of de-
cay. Its presence, therefore, is prima
facle evidence that the stuff with
which it {8 mixed is unfit for food.
For this rezson Wiley condemned it
but the Remsen board reversed him
becausa the chemical itself is harm-
lems, and thereby defeated the very
purpose and apirit of the law.

The Remsen board was created by
Roosevelt, who Is therefors mainly
responsible for the fact that the pure.
fopd law has become In many respects
a dead letter. When Wiley begsn to
\{:fﬂm the law unflinchingly in the

t of the consumer & howl went
up m the interests which were hurt
—the most contemptible of those
predatory Interests which Roosevelt
denouncad in lurid language, for they
prey upon the people by selling pol-
son disgulsed as food. In responss to
their pleadings, Roosevelt created the
Remsen board of experts to review
Wiley's decisions. Like all experts
and like lawyers, this board

took a narrow view of the questions
=ubmitted to It and a to have
carrectly read the purposs of its ex-
Istence—to curb the zeal of Wiley. It
thwarted him so effectually and was
=0 ably alded by McCabe and Dunlap
that Wiley resigned in disgust, unwili-
Ing to be identified with the enforce-
mant of & law which had bescome &
sham.

Roossvelt's course In this [nstance
is typical of his course in many other
Instances. He has a craze for com-
missions of experts to decide every
possible question, from pure food to
country life. Experts are very useful
to furnish technical information for
use by & broad-minded, level-headed
man in forming a decision, but they
are unfitted by thelr very tralning to
form the decision themselves. With
all his loud defiance of the Interssis,
too, Roosevelt almost Invariabls
vielded to pressure. He yielded to
pressure from the steel trust and the
harvester trust, La Follette has shewn
how he weakened in the coal land
controversy. To him is due the prac-
tieal pullification of the pure food law,
and Wilson's speech ls In fact an in-
dictment of him for allowing the
manufacturers of poison In the gulse
of food to block Wiley's splendid

work.

WHAT STIMSON MAY EXFECT.

1f Henry L. Stimson should be nomi.
nated by the Republicans for Governor
of New York, Roosavelt would be more
embarrassed than ever by his record—
that is, if any¥thing could embarrass
him in his versatility. When the
Colone] went Inte the fight to down
the bosses in 1910 he chose Stlmson as
his standard-bearcr. Were Stimson
agaln to be a candidate, the Colonel
would be confronted by all the encomi-
ums he heaped upon the present Sec-
rotary of War in that year.

But the Colonel lsequal to the oc-
casion. Almost every man of eml-
nence whom he now denounces Wwas &
few years ago the subject of his eulo-
gles, Taft, Root, Knox, Cannon and
many others have basked in the fleet-
ing sunshine of his pralse, but now,
rest under the dark cloud of his dls-
pleasure, Refusing to accept him as
their boss, they mre all “tools of the
bosses.” Men of Integrity and unques-
tioned patriotism whan they followed
him, they are mow ‘‘corrupt crooks'
since they refect his jeadershlp. If
Stimson should run [for Governor
agnlnst Straus, he may expect also to
be cast Into outer darkness.

It #imply depends on whether one is
for or agalnst the Colonel what kind
of adjectives are flung at him. Stim-
gon knows what to expect, and his
course will not be affected by the re-
tractiop of all the Colonel's waords of
pralse and the volley of opprobrious
epithets which will be substituted,

—_—

MILESTONES.

London has been greatly enter-
tained for a few months by & new
play called *Milestones,” which pre-
sents many unusual features. The
authors are Arnold Bennett, whoss
novels everybody reads and Ukes, and
BEdward Knoblaugh, an American, who
has already written two successful
plays. *Mllestones'” lives up to Its
name. It begins in 1860 with a set of
characters who are in the bloom of
youth and ambition, arranges thelr
love affairs and exhibits the business
complications which disturb them.
Then It deserts the group for tweniy-
five wyears, until their children are
grown and new love affairs have de-
veloped, together with new business
relatlons. These are settled accord-
ing to the more modern lights of 1885,
and again the characters are dropped
for almost a gemeration, tweniy-seven
yenrs thiz time. The history of thelr

fortunes is then resumed. The love
affairs and business entanglements
which have developed among the

grandchlldren of the original charac-

ters are treated naccording to the
canons of 18123, Beginning fifty-two
yvears ago “Milestones” ends in our

own day. It sets out with the furni-
ture, clothing, manners and {deals of
the mid-Victorian period and closes
with those of the current moment
Of course it is really three plays.
It has three sets of heroes and hero-
ines, und three plots, but for all that
the survival of the original characters
throughout imparts & satisfactory
unity and keeps up the interest. in
spite of its novel form and compli-
cated action it 18 sald that “Mlle-
stones” ‘“never bored the London au-
diences for A moment.” Iis success
strengthens the suspiclon that many
of the accepted rules for the compo-
sitlon of stage plays are superfluous,
Recent examples show  that all of
them may be viclated without much
danger of fallure if only the play con-
tains some element that holds the in-
terest of the public. What that ele-
ment shall be depends on circum-
stances. It need not be a love tale,
It need mot be the uninterrupted atory
of any indlvidual's fortunes, It may
be & problem in heredity or a guuarrel
petween man and wife, or a mere
philosophieal speculation, Anything
which fixes the attention of the au-
dience will do. It must be conceded
that Arnold Bennett and his collabor-
ator have achleved a difficult feat lw
constructing & play which covers three
gensrations, but it has been done be-
fore with success as complete as thelrs.
Shakespeare's serles of “Hlistorles”
extends through more than three g=n-
erations. It takes up the Engllsh
Kings one after another, brings upon
the stage the rebels, usurpers, Intrigu-
ing priests and mliltary women who
made the history of the age before
Elizabeth and does mot let the story
sscape untfl it hGas been pursued to
a grand cutastrophe In Richmond’s
vietory at Bosworth which ended the
struggle between the houses of Lan-
caster and York. Shakespeare carries
hig characters from one play to an-
other msuch as Bennett and Knoblaugh
do from act to act. For axample,
Henry V first appears as a gay yYoung
companion roistering with Falstatf,
and it Is only a= & maturs and care-
worn monarch that he leaves us, The
authors of “Milestones” may have had
Henry V in mind as they developed
the character of John Rhead, which
is the strongest in the play. He enters
originally as nn energetic young man
filled with new Ideas and determined
to have his own way in the world,
cost what it may., His buslpness is
shipbuilding in partnership with the
Sibleys, father and son. The slder
Sibley s as conservative as possible,
and his son Samuel is his Image. John
is in love with Samuel's sister, Rose,
and Samuel with John's sister, Ger-
trude, so0 that thers is plenty of room
for plot snd counterplet, though It
must be sald that the interest of the
play Is mainly Intellectual. It depends
more on character than on events
John Rhead is taken with a project
of building iron ships. ©Oak has al-
ways been used and the Slbleys are
determined that it shall be used for-

[ aver. They will not hear of substitut-

ing iron. So there is & break in the
partnershlp and John goes lnto an-

other firm where more progressive
ways prevall. Gertrude refuses to
marry Samuel and becomes & thin old
maid, but Rose marries John in spltg
of parental opposition. This ends the
first chapter of the play.

In the sccond, twenty-five years
later, John Rhead, who set out as u
radical, hds become conservative, His
{deas are the same as they were a
quartér of a century before, but
though they were far shead of the
times then, 'theéy are as far behind
now. Like Bernird Bhaw's Progres-
sive in “Man and Superman,” he
thinks he has been walking ut the
head of the procession, while In truth
he has heen falling farther and lar-
ther bhehind every vear. In his youth
he stoed for lron ships sguinst oak,
but when his daughter's lover advo-
cates steel he refuses to listen to him.
He scorns the young engineer as a
visionary, forbids his Emily to marry
him eand glves her hand to -a lord.
She, poor obadlent *hing, protests a
littla, but makes no effectual reslst-
ance. Gertrude, the old mald, satls-
flas her maternidl Instincts in a sha-
dowy way by mothering Emily, while
Rose has hecome a typical British
wife. who meorely echoes her husband
In everything. The curtain now drops
ngain, this time for t(wenty-seVen
years. When It risés for the third
chapter John, Rose and Gertrude are
wall on in the withered seventles.
Emily haa a daughter of her own,
Muriel, who It In love with Bamuel's
son, Richard® and this match Ia for-
bidden by the elders, as were the other
two. But with the ghange In clothes
and furniture and shipbullding has
come a change In the charactar of
young girls. Murtel is not so submis-
slve as her mother Emlily was, She
boldly declares that her marriage 1a
a matter which she intends to dispose
of In her own way and in fact she
finally does so. =

The obvious lesgon of "Milestones™
Is thit advancing Time lesves all of
us camped by the roadside. The pro-
gressives of thls gencration are the
conservatives of the next one. The
onsut of the tide of youth inevitably
takes possesslon of the world what-
ever thelr elders may say or do, but
the elders nover have ceased to cling
to thelr power to the last gasp, and
never will,

Anti-Tammany Democrats In New
York are chuckling over Wilson's
snub to Murphy and Dix, by causing
him to sit at table with them and by
shutting him in a room alone with
Dix, at Syracuse, when those worthles
sought to create the appearance that
ha countenanced them. His speech
on that occasion is taken as hitting
stralght at Murphy, for he sald:

T'll tell you frankly, the peopla of the
United Staten ars tired of politics.  They
are wsiok of poljtics They long down in
the bottam of thelr natursa for a ralesse
fromy wsveryvihing except that which mikes
the  public sarvice look ilke public duty,
and leogisiation look Iltks the tranalstlon of
the publlc need into the public mct

The New York Evening Post ex-
presses the hope that, If Murphy
should ecompazs Dix's renormination,
Wilson “will be unable to restraln his
natural lmpulse to disavow the whole
stute ticket.” If that event should
come to pass thers would be the
prettlest mixup ever seen in the Em-~-
pire Btate: Wilson'a war on Jim
Smith would be nothing to compare

with It.

The movement to check the high
cost of living and to turn the tide of
population back from the cities {o the
farms, has gained such strength that
in 1911-12 over $562,000 was appro-
priated by 35 States for agricultural
extenston schools. Georgia is spand-
ing 345,600 a year and has already
reached nearly 100,000 people through
farmers’ meetings and boys' and girls'
sorn clubs, The soll of every section
of tho State I8 beilng chemlically
treated, and a new sitrain of cotton
sead, called sunbeam, has been sown
on experimental tracts in many coun-
ties. It != proof against the disease
called anthracnose, has & heavier ball
and longer staple than old =tandard
varieties. The fact iz becomlng gen-
erally recognized, and Is belng scted
upon, that fncrensed production,
through cultlvating the soll to fe=
maximum capacity, is the sclution of
two problems—high pricea and agri-
cultural progperity,

If a battle has actually been fought
between American marines and Nica-
raguan rebels, we may not be able to
avold pacifying the country with the
only effective pacifier which the tropi-
cal races respect—namely, lead. There
would follow an arrangement for
Amerlean control similar to that we
have made with Cuba. That would be
in llne with American poliey, for It
would block any effort of another na-
tlon to dig the Nicaragua canal and
would ensure that, if suc™ & wWaterway
were ever constructed, it would be
under American ausplces, Aa there
have been definite rumors of a Ger-
man scheme to dig a Nicaragua canal,
the revolution has come opportunely
to enable us to block It

One gathers from the Hastern news
that there has been an almost miracn.
lous enlargement of women's feet in
that region of late years, It is so stu-
pendous that the president of the
Mothers' Congress proudly prociaims
the feet of New York and Washington
women to be the largest in the world,
Naturally, big feet require big.shoes,
and the manufacturers of footwear
have been obllged to alter thelr pat-
terns and machinery at an expense of
$300,000. This |s what comes from
athletics and other modern fads, If
woman had confined herself astrictly
to her sphere, husiness would not have
suffered thils disaster,

1f all repeorts are trus about the
T aleer's domination over his wife, that
lady will bé called to account severely
for promising to securs the girla of
Alsace-Lorraine the privilege of study.
ing French. One of the strongest
polnts of German policy Is to stamp
out in annexed previnces averything
French and every memory that they
ever were French. The Empress may
be told to make ne more rackless
promises,

A cartoon in The Qregonian eays, "Can-
ada Hangs Murderors,” That Is true, and in
consegquence Cansda s e jaw-ablding coun-
try. The United States doess not hang mur-
derers onply on tare occaslionk and  the
United States is the most crlminal country
in the world.—Grants Pams Observer

If every man who contemplated
murder felt, or knew, that by his act
he would forfeft his life to society,
who can doubt that there would be
as few murders In the United States

as in law-ablding Canada?

It I= mot Surprising that the man
who had the mnerve to marry Mrs,
Yerkes should jest as his mppendix 1=
being removed.

t

The Rogue Rlver pear may dispute
with the Hood River apple for the
honors in New York

The battle cry of the antl-vivisee-
tionists should be “Justice has nol gone

te the doga.'" .

A woman's toast—Men, mirrors and
modistes.

Account of & wedding says the brids
carried a bouquet of “orchards” Which
beats the horticultural record held by
the gir] who had “a garden in her fiace.”

. - -

Head!llnishly T read, ‘“Men kills s
miliion wasps.” Reading further I see
he's all swelled up about 1L

- - -

Little Housekesper wriles to nak
what f# the plcest kind of book mark-
ers, Chlldren, |s the answer.

« @
Note: Fashion's last decres la that
rat fur is to be uwed in trimming.

Go  Httles rat—
Speed from my lady warlly—
For Fashion's chat
Says thy skin for decking be
And her vanity ls death ?ar thea
She does mot think,
She who's to Fashlon tied
Of you, behind the kiichen alnk
Or in the cellar, where potatoes hide—
She loves you anly skinned—and dyed

For st the sight
Of glazed eyea and
Hor eyes shine bright
Thy furry coat will nicely trim
The facing of my lady's brim.

Bo' skiddoo, Tat,
Who takes her P

Wil inciude thoe
And your rodent life she will pot =pare,
For Damo Faah.irm SAYS You &re a bear!

stitfened limb

for ahe
lele of all things rare

Read that the man who wrote "How
to Save Money" is going to have a
bensfit tendered him,

- -

L

Man in Indiana who prided himsell
on his title of “The Greatest Whisky
Drinker on Earth” has been forced to
omit the last two words of his designa-
tlon. And he was a comparatively young

man, too.
- - -

Truly It Is gratifying to note that the
world improves. In an account of the
“Passion Play” at Oberammergau—a
iittle deferred account— the accountist
records that “Adam and Eve are re-

spectably married.”
- - -

Isn't It about time for our Ministry
of Publle Amusements to reopen the

Thaw case?
. - -

Local man s complling a book on
erime and criminaly. Reckon we'll each
buy a copy to see If we are In It

- - -

Review says actress made a hit sing-
ing "All Night Long.” Personally I
wouldn't want to hear even my ldol,
Rose Bloch Bauer, do that

- - -

At Dallas, Oregon, the Bull Moose
leaders, by an ironical twist of fats,
have opened headquarters in the Wilson
bullding.

- - L]
The very latest rensignatlion—that of

the public to h[.vlng its morals cleanad.
- -

Haven't read anything about Dorothy
Arnold for the l-o-n-g-e-s-t time,
Ld - -

Miss Calamity Step-and-fetchiy, the
clever and cultured lady poet of the
Willamette Valley, formerly of Kansas,
has . sent In a joyous outhreak called

“To a Wild Oyster.”

It was inspired. she says, by the ax-
press agent In her village. Unabis to
tind oysters under the classified liste,
Ha entered a consignment of them ynder
wild snlmals. Calamity sings thusly—
Deal mollusc of the briny desp

Hailng wvulgar spead,

So guletly your days sre spent
Arg you wild Indeed?

Are you passionate and proud?
Do you cry out in despalr?

Or whine, den® b when cold
You wre foroed to bear?

acorng

Do pale gray emotions wend
heighta?

Your soul to wondroum
Would you, ke I, ba a poet
And take to ltter-alry filghta?

Oh, dear oyster, would that you
Might your paked soul reveal
And In a palpliating stew
Tell exacily what vou fsal.

But mayba In a eoming age
Juck Londops shall rehoarse
Storjea of your wild, flarcs rage

And tho oysters’ curae.

Aloysius Enters College

By Dean Caollins.

Aloysius, fledgling from the High
School's hall

Hath answered Higher Bducation’s call

Last weolk, matriculated, he bagan

Careering as a full-fledged college man,

Today salready he lg scheming how

He cun save up and buy & bull-dog
nowi—

A brute with jaw protruding, & creation

“Sine qua non" to college education.

Not the Aloysius of yester yoar

He seemed, when I behsld him In his

year

as Is worn

who talks

With Mentor, and pursues high Learn-
Ing’s walks.

“What doat thou study "Loysiua?™ =ald L.

“Oh, ea:lunamlca," was his prompt re-
Piy—

“But say, you would dle laughing just
to sse

The stunts they pulled when they weore
hazing me.

Such by the brave youth

“Crawling upon my fingars and my toes

I rolled & sprightly psanut with my
nope—s

I sald, “Yes, yes, Aloysius! But I yearn

To know what else you do Iintend to
learn.”

“Well, I suppose I'll have to take," sald

[3

“Zame rhetoric and maybe history—

And, by the way, if things go as I
dream,

I have n chance to make the football
team.

“ipis a grand bunch, the football bunch.
One night

Down at the gyvm they staged a small
dog-tight,

I'm strong for them.
be that,

When I get on, they'll bld me for some
frat.

’I‘hqrdtttha We Tappa Keg and Blta

a.

A golng bunch—and say they go some

high.”

I'm hoping may-

“But pray Aloysius” sald I, "tell me
more

“0f the degp texts that you will ponder
o'ar.

Aloysids looked at me and winked an
ay¥e

“1 won't kneow certaln, until hye and
bye—

I have a frisnd who's doping out a line

Of atudies that he thinks will do for

mine;

Nothing too heavy, for of course you
o0

*Pwould put an awful social erimp in
me,

If I get down too déep into the grind,
And let my rollege dutles lag behind™
Portland; September 21

Education for Future Housewlivas.
Indianapolis News,

The Board of Education in Denver,
Coio., hss established a courss to fit
girls above the age of 12 for mother-
hood and the duties of the housewife.
The courae includes cooking, sewing,
layndry work, general house manuge-
m.xnt and the cure of children.
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