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UMAN CASH
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?\ During Past Year Record for Honesty

was Established—Yet no Employe was

Subjected to Espionage —Record of Inter-

esting Treasury Thefts of Past Years—

How One Clerk Stole $47,000 from
Cash Room.
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BY JOHN ELFRETH WATRINS

ASHINGTON,: Aug. #».—All rec-
W 3 honesty have been brok-

énn by the bundreds of subordi-
nates of Lee MeClung, Treasurer of the
United Stutes. During the fiscel your
aed they have handled the un-
nted sum of $6,801, 02 with-
1¢ shortage of a single penny.
Out of this enormous sum every man,
woman and chifld In the United Statea
could be miven $73. Or, irf It were
equally divided emong all the people of
Peoria, Savannah or Erie, ench would
be independently fixed for life with a
fortune of $100.000.

No other office or instltution In
America or probably In the world ever
handled nearly so much money in a
single vear. In the Treasury It passed
through thousands of fingers, to none
of which [t stuck, Yot none of these
fingers dld (ts work under the argus
eves of Government spotters, such as
spy through peep-holes at our postal
smpioyes,

A Nerve-Wrecking Office.
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pre
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Were Treasurer MeClung not
with cast-iron nerves he might, r
this record year, t many a
sleepless night refle

being reduced

ng upon the pos-

o poverty by

eibllity
pOome ¥
wit.. part of the handling of st
tune: for he would have been personally

responsible for any peculat
from—responsible. at least,
of $150,000. This is the a
bond which he had to give Uncle Sam
before taking hold of that gentleman's
purse strings. Indeed. the reaponsibil-
ities of the Federa] Treasurer's office
are so great that few men have sought

t in the past.

The bond demanded s perpetual, If
a shortage discovered in
vaults 100 years hence should be
back to this period of Mr. MeClt
custodianship, the heirs nf his bond
men could be held responsible for It
And yet Congress cannot see fit to re-
quire a bond, In any amount, of even
the most responsibie of his subordinates
entrusted witlh the handling of $2,000.-
000 each working day of the year. Had
any clerk or messenger stolen $150,000
of thiz sum and succeeded In secreting
it beyond the reach of secret service
men, Mr. McClung would have had to
make good the full amount, and oniy
a speclal act of Congress could have
relleved him of the obligation.

Vast Human Cash Hegister.

The only safeguard which the Treas-
ury has long held over its vast corps
of money handlers is a cleverly co-
ordinated system wherein each employe
serves asx a check upon his one co-
worker who hands him money and his
other co-woyker to whom he passes it
Bach employe s the cogwheel of a
great, complicated cash register and
when one cozwheel gZoes wrong the
whole machine stops antil the cause
of the error has been determined. Af-
ter devoting years to the development
this sy 1, Treasury cofficials ap-
r to bave perfected i1t to the point
where no thief from within can steal
a dollar of Uncle Sam's treasure and
escape exposure unless s considerable
group of his fellow-employes enter
into the conspiracy with him: and hera-
In lies the secret of the system's safe-

sum
ount of the

Ly.

Thefts by Uncle Zam's money han-
dlers are now very rare, and for really
dramatic instances of such dishonesty
the Treasury officials have to go back
& generation or more to the days before

nest subordinate trusted

v for-|

there- |

ﬂ
Sealing forey Rechages
U Treasury:

the present system of checks and oai-
ances had been perfected.

One of the most famous cuses In
which the Treasury was robbad hy one
of Its own trusted employes accurred
inn 1875, when Benjamin Hallock, 4 clark
in the cashroom, took §47,000 in ‘Treas-
ury notes of $500° each., Thoy were
not new notes, otherwise their num=
bers would have been consecutive, and
it would have bean an o83y muiter
to ildentify and trace them.

e Tnl-'nﬂ! State's Evidence.

In this theft Hallock had two a’c-
ecomplices, a saloonkeeper named Ott=-
man and # sporting charaeter known

as “Peg-leg” Brown. They foll undar
suspiclon, and directly afterward the
Seeret Borvice officers began to shadow

Halloek, who, upon being arrested,
turned state's evidence and escaped

spunfshment, as did his two accomp-
lices, through a dlsagreement of the
jurys And a scandal was later raised

by the discovery that $14,500 found om
deposit in Alexander, Va, to the cred-
it of the saloonkeeper, Ottman, and
which was supposed to be part of the
stolen money, had been turned over to
the coumnsel for the accused men.

Indeed, the OGovernment seems to
have gotten very little sptisfaction from
its prosecutions of these early cases of
theft by trusted Treasury employes.
About this same time that Hallock and
his pals escaped punishment & young
elerk in the redemption diviaion of the
Treasurer’s office—the branch where
solled and wornout money is redemed
with new notes—stole an amount some-
what less than $100, and although the
theft was traced to him, he had "in-
fluence” behind him and escaped trial

Dirty Money Most Tempting.

The redemption division offered the
chief temptations of these times as
worn and soiled money was not so lla-
ble to be missed as mnew currency
packed In bundles and consecutively
marked. When the redemption office
was first established, in 1874, a trusted
Treasury clerk, with a I0-yecar recerd
tor honesty, was transferred to It. The
temptation to steal a small fortune In
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Mthy lucre soon became lob =

the theft was revealed by the state of

hiz books, which he had falsified o]
goncenl the peculations. This man also |
got off scot-free. After influentinl |

friends outside the Treasury had made
good $1000 of the shortage and his fel-
low clerks had contribtued the remain-
ing $200, the officlals agreed not to
prosscute.

There was ong¢ famous theft in the
Treasurers offlice, howeaveoer, which was

punished during these eoarly times, |
Farly In 1877 a valuable money sack |
was consigned by Treasurer Wyman ml

the Flrst Natlonal Bank of Chleago. It
was supposed to contaln $12,000 in $100
notes, numbered consecutively, but
whon opened in Chicago mothing wWas
found in it but tissue ppaer, cut in the

exact sizo of tha missing money. To all |

outward appearances the packages was

as it should have been and the envelope,
seal and sealing wux were such as to
apparently Indleate its genuine char-
ceoter, Treasurer Wyman put the mat-

ter at once in the hands of J. J. Brooks,
then chlef of the BSecret Service, who
placed under rigid surveillance all who
handled the package In either Wash-
Ington or Chicago. .

An Innocent's Guilty Symptoms.

In the cash room of the Treasurer's
offlce the package, according to the
regular routine, had passed through
the hands of four men In Jdifferent
cages. The firat three had been re-
sponsible for counting, approving and
tying up the notes and the fourth with
pddressing it. These four men were
examined soparately as to all they
knew gbout the package, and the one
mah against whom there was not the
slightest susplelon, who, indeed, proved
innocent at the end of the investiga-
tlon, showed more symptoms of gullt
than any of the othare. When ques-
tioned he turned pale and trembled
like the proverbial aspen leaf.

Having passed the counter, the
prover and the sealer, Chief Brooks
finally, came to the addresser, named
Winslow. He was a tall, handsome
man, with sharp black sycs and a mag-
netle manner. Brooks placed the pack-
age on Winslow's desk and proceeded
to question him, first about the hand-
writing of the address. Then the Se-
cret Service chief suddenly turned his
back to the suspect, as if to speak to

trong fo: I' some one else, but took care to watch .

him and after he had talten some $120¢ | him out of the tmil of lla e¥e.

COulck as a flagh Winslow turned

the flap of 1 nackage to see
at once

baclk

the contents, and

aroused the susplcions of the detective,
who, to disguise them, confidently
asked Winslow to help him wat the
other three men. Winsl
the chance and the same altermoon
came to Brooks' room three times to
relate his ausplclons of the others.

Clever Detective Work.

But when he left the Treasury that
afternoon Winglow was under a cloge
shadow. What ha spent that aftar-
noon and during the <dayas following

wes recorded by the slouth who fel- |

lowed him. His mall was slso exam-
.4 and It wis discovered that he had

dgun to §
owed in Maryland. In one letter he
spoke of his wife baving come into
somne property, which was found to be
untrue. The fact was that the sus-
pect's only legitimate source of funds
wag his salary of $100' per month, out
of which he was supporting a family.
Everything he dJdid was reported to

Brooks.

One Sunday morning Winslow was
seen by the Becret Service men to én-
ter an F-strect office. One slsuth fol-
lowed him home and the other covered
the man on whom ha called. This
man shortly afterward walked to the
[-street residence of Treasurer Wyman.
Thers was no one &bout but the de-
tective, who took cars to keep out of
sight, but who saw the man Loss a
package Into the Treasurer's vestibule.
Then, n few minutes later, the man
came back, rang the doorbell and
stated that, while passing he had
chanced to see the package on the
step. This package when opened con-
tuined all of the stolen money except
about §1000,

Fatal Lack of Cleverness.

But, despite his cleverness, Winslow
neglected to destroy ths most dam-
aging evidence against him. Whaen ar-
rested In his home that Sundad morn-
ing he wore a dressing gown., In one
pocker were found the trimmings of
the puper he hod used to manufacture
the counterfeit envelope in which the
package was expressed to Chleago and
in the other pocket were some pleces
of the gealing wax used. In his walst-
coat pocket were two §100 notes bear-
Ing numbers consecutive to those
thrown into Treasurer Wyman's ves-
tibule.

Winslow broke down, confessed, was

5
f

w Jumped at |

off some heavy debis |

;

%ﬂey T A US
reasury Yault.

gent to the penitentlary for 18 months,
2 after hlsz release went altogether
to the bad. Investigation showed that
he had sarved a wsentence for forgary
| before political (nfluence had gained
him a place of trust in the Treasurer's
| office. That was beforae the duys waen
the Civll Bervice Commission com-
records

menced to look Into the p
af trusted Government employes.

The only case in which a woman em-
ploye ever robbed the Treasury oc-
gome 20 years ago. She was a

had never been suspected.
Berrayed by Her Vanliy.

But love of display eventually proved
her undolng. One day as the Treas-
prer of the TUnited States, Mr. Hyatt,
and Chief Relyea were walking to the
department, nelther being able to afford
a vehlcle, they were surprised to see
their trusted subprdinate pass them in
her private tufnout, with lverled
coachman. Surprised that she could
alford such service on a salary of $1600 | against
a2 wear, they immediately commenced
un Investigation. This resulted in the |
discovery that she maintiained an es-
tablishiment not only in Washington, |
but In the country, and that she had
sent her son to Europe to be educated.
Further Inquiry developd also that In
her kocial career she lived under a
wame distinet from that by which she

was known In the Treasury.

At last, after keeping her under care-
ful serutiny, the two officials traced to
her desk an error in the redemption
acoount. Investigation disclosed thal
ini three days she had stolen §240 In old
money, which she should have sent to
the macerator, to be ground imto pulp.
Later !t was estimated that she sad
probahly been stealing st this rate over

$300 a day for a long perlod.

iler Method Was Clever.

She had Invented an ingenious

Maceralrng
ornn SfTorney -
S Treasiiry.

o of worn money, had a
rd of nhout 25 years In o depart-
ment. In fact, her appointme nd bean

method for concealing

After taking fen worn bills she would,

by a system of tearing and pasting, so

: et . ‘Hha L‘!{\ul.d ‘:luke:t‘.l“ a receipt for
X | trom hils succes

ten torn bills out of nine almost whole | DHyri;

she | gisting in the

made through the direct Influence of a
President of the Unlted Stutes. She
was considered an excellent counter and
up to the tima when Albert Halyea
took charze of the redemption division

would put the tenth—n falrly goad bill
others
on to the macerater.
covered whether
this work at home or at her desk,
had & lover—a married man—who was | (0 pay
suspected as
disclosed that she had loaned him gen-
evidence

having
mortgaging her
property made good this amount Soon
aftarward she was stricken with can.
having faced

did
Ehe

was 1t ham t

stolen $1000,

i

Stoaten
milke good amounts atolen
dinates unless the gullty
covered
During Treasurer Mor-
Cleveland
sheeta of bills to the
value of 3200 dizsappenred and Mr. Mor-
tha Trewsury

the shortagse,

Administration,

for
in
silver was abstracted from one of the

but as the lat- ) antt yiatd A o -
the Oovern- | B2 perlious occupa lon f counter-
the Treaasurer

ter's relatives reimbursed
thia amount,
had to pay nothing
.
Substituted Lead Disks,
111 luck seemed to pursue Treasurer| Watkine).

NDLES
0.000.000

‘ AND NOT A PENNY IS LOST
How Money OF US. TReasury |s [NANDLED. f

thesa therm,-f‘.\lorgm:. When his term explired, In
1867

billlons In the
I might ob-

a count of all the
Treasury was mide, that

g the cour

|u iined wecess to

| ticln]l counters wara not looki

e L ar Akn | stole 600 silver dollars, for which he
34 - | substituted dlsks of lead of equal
The man wat sent to the pen-

ry, and the retiring treasurer had

the 3600 back to Unc Bam
yween the
Congress L¢ imbur
United Btates for thus of

ages, Two years ago the
covered in the re ¥n ‘Asion A
mysterious lesk through whi 1,000,490
had passed [nto unknown h The
unsuspected weakners in the Treas-
ury's great cash register, with Its hu-
man cogl, was ui once vepalred be-
1 possibllity of repetition, and

yo
o

rens made good the shortage.

A young Treasury clerk is now In
trouble for ralsing notes which he dis-
posed of in Baltimore during the Demni-
convention, But he Is not ¢
1 with the treasurer's office, and
engared in the 1dilng of Uncle

hoard il ¢ inal status Is
thint of wny outsider who may risk his
liberty and rveputation to ensage in

tsiting, und the treasurer of the United
| Statos will not have to square Lhe ac-
count,

(Copyright 1812 by John Elfreth
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ing South Sea yarns of raging

typhoons and desperate ship-
wrecks, with the attendant horrer of
being cast up on a desert inland in-
habited by savage head-hunters, It may
seem stretching a point to affirm that
granted a seaworthy vessel intelligent-

: FTER vou have read a few thrill-

Iy navigated, ocean risks fall consid-|

erably below those on land Toa prove
it there are statistics. In an afterncon
walk a score of accldents may happen
from which you are entirely secure

on shipboard. But for the mere trav-|

two sincere sharpers felt in honor
bhound to prevent the man on the other
ide robbing Barker. That would have

| baen culpable nexligencs on thelr part,
ia disgrace for which they would not

avs liked to bhe held accountable. There-
tore they proceeded after thelr usual
method to land him in a game, having

| previousiy verified hls stiatement that
0 was In the purser's Safe. |

the §15,00
But Barker suddenly developed & con-
solentious objection to games of chance,

largulng that his deceased unocie hald

all such to be a profitless waste of time.
He declarsd he much preferred to hear
them discuss mission work In penliten-
tinries, with which they appeared to

eler by sea, against this must be sr:|bﬁ familiar. To persuade, entice and
dangers particularly appropriate to the | nerve him to alter his mind was like

old saying regarding n Forked-Tail ln-]

dividual and unemployed hands. For
example, he who goes Into the amolk-
ing-room wou do well to take heed
af the officlal notice that, If not Satan
himself, soms of his foliowers may be
lurking there. This I8 usually writ-
ten In such plain language that there
was really no excuse for Barker. None

at all!

When the City of Sealtle set forth
westward bhound across the Pacifie, al-
mast anyone could have Informed Bar-

ker that the rwo
toregathered with were morally no bet-

ter thap ocean sharka iut he was 50 |

ie-

absurdly unsophisticated, was that lit
tle man Barker. He told all about his
affalrs, of how an uncie bhad left
him a pile, and that §1 000 of It wa=s
deposited with the purser. Messra
Fiint and Needham, the two agreeabls
fellows aforesald, became deeply inter-
ested and stimulated further partiou-
|ars. Barker was apparently eager to
confide He was golng to buy a mine
in Australia, though he Rnew nothing
about mining, but he trusied implicitly
the man on 1the other =side. A point
which he did not think it worth while
to disclose was that he had made the
round trip across the Pacific hefore,
Now, It can easlly be understood how

pleasant fellaws he |

trying to Induce a mule to eat oysters.
He drew back every time,
In the process over two-thirds of the

voyvage was consumed, and the two |

eable fellows had almost given up
_when a change of disposition was

| notleed in Rarker. First he thought

he would like to see how the game they

propnsed was played; then, If it would)
be possible for him to learn, so that |

he might not make an exhibition of

himself. A new hLope was porn In the |

conspirators of the green cloth. Great
was the encouragement glven, earmest

the instruction. and most flattering the |
enmments on the skill Barker displayed, |

For a beginner, gee whix! it was as.
tonisking! Considering that aces and
kings were shuffied into his hands It
is not surprising he 4id fairly well,
even to the extent of winning a few
daollars. In a perfectly natural transi-
tion of opinion he became quite enthu-
slastic. and in that spirit early one
morning made a rather curlous pro-
posal

“I would llke to play quite s long
game,” he suggested, “just to see If my
Iuek holds good, with a time limit fixed
aliend. say—tonight at lights out.”

wall right,” eagerly agreed Flint
“We're willing.” .

“1 say llghts out tonlght,” explained
Barker, "because 1 have a habit of
sguaring iy acoounts once a manth,
on the 27th, and this is the 26th. 1

school, out of a copybook.

The expression on Mr. .\'eodham'-'ithnt date, and the purser has instruc-
face seemed to recall a beautiful rhlid-l
ish memory.

| Invariably pay all dabts due on that

that date—the annniversary of my IAR-
mented uncle's death—and expect oth-

ers to seottls any sums which may be

owing to me. That ennbles me to start

another month with a clean sheet.

“Good Ildea!” exclanimed Needham,
with a side wink at his comprnion.
“That's the way to keep things stralgh-
tengd out. I remember learnjng some-
thing !ike that when I v n kid at

ate,” arzued Barker, “it s understood

Thursday the 27th. You see, I make &

until then."

“In this case,” went on Barker, “I
feel rather particular about It, because
! might, of course, loge a few doliars
ang —

“Hardly think It lkely from the
way you've becn dolng,” put in Flint
“Look's s i{f .we'd have to pay up.”’

“Well, In case I should be so fortun-

wea settls on that day and no other—
rule never to draw money except on

tlons not to break the seal of my packet

(

£+

zr ﬁz.’:z'.ey rhe 283"

“Jure Beswonded the At "Of Corzzsre &l

“Oh, all right, If it sults you,’
Plint, wh

ception in your cnse.”

They thought they had sized up thelr
man, and that timidity of conscience
would Impel him to pay without a mur-
mur, according to his regular schedule.
“Thursday, the 27th, then, s settle-
ent day,” repeated Barker, with a
e, “It's jast as well to hatve &4 mat-
t llke this clearly decided, because
if the ship should happen to he wrecked
on the 28th, I should feel very badly
it T went to the bottom of the sea owing

r

any one money.

“So would we,” laughed the other
men in chorus, Flint adding in a jovial
mood: “Don’t let a little thing like that
worry you. If you owa us maoney on
the 27th, and we don't see you pRY up
on that date, we'll call the debt off.

Will that comfort yout

“Poarfectly,” responded Barker. “That
j& exactly what I mean. Now 1 am

ready to chance my juck.”

|
For the reason given that mtmli;

concentration conld be better exerted
in private, it was greed to play out
the game in Flint and Needham's state-

room, to the seclusion of which place

the three adjourned, where they sub-

stituted & steamer trunk for a table

and sat upon sStateroom stools, Then
the game was opened, proceeding cau-
tiously at first on the part of the con-

spirators, so that their simple-minded | didn’t

victim might net be alarmed by Loo
sudden losses.

ence displayed by Barker. When the

S840,

“Oh, well, T can't expect to have
luck en my side all the times, can 17"
he asked Innocently.

They agreed with himn that such had
bern . their own unhappy experienc in
times past., and made renewed efforts

agread
le Needham nodded, “it's
isual to put up the money as we go
|along, but T guess we can make an &x-

and

the time Barker
eaan |
8 if peanuts and
| slipping from him,
playved through the dinner hour, and on
four bells at
truck, belng alno the signal for II_.;!:znI

they |

T'll be hanged!" exclaimed | .oy, Ry e
Flint, reckoning up t!:p-gﬁna? score Tals iy the -’.“.L.'
be switcheg (£ 1 ever saw & man
such a run of hard luck! You are out | g
biut remember :
you who praoposed the game.”

"'“|gm: to argue, hoily

cheerfully, rubbing his hands together,
which wera & bit stiff 1
the cards so jong. “I'm willing to lose

n» little money, for 1 thoroughly enjoyed |

“All right” agreed both in the maost

Then Barker walked away, and Flint |
stared at Needham,

*“What do vou think of him?' quaes-
| tioned Flint.
“The eanslest vein

we avar struck.”

But what surprised | suspiclous.
Flint and Nefdham was the Imllﬂf_-r-l
With which gratifying reflection they
funch hour came, and the steward was| turned in for the night
summonad to bring in a bite, Barker|
merely smiled when informed that Iuck | climbed
had gone against him to the extent of | found Barker talking to the first mate.
cnught =sight
left the mate's slde and strolled over,

The next morning Flint and Neédham

“Freat!” echoed Flint
“Kind of day on which
to lang that $15,000 in the purser’s|while 1iving." added Needham, thinking

[G:] 106.2

Thus, while the City of Seattle|of the big roll that would shortly ha
slld along on an even keel, Flint
Needham plled up their gains by fifties
hundreds, and all

neferred from the purser's safe to

8 A Curi-
been 1've

ho 28th of
fine day.”
atloned Fling
on fnee
ate Thin In

replied Barker.
re w no 27th.”
* Needhom be-
erday was
rafore this
27e! You

*Why, that 10

dnesday, the
mugt be Thursd
know that well ent
For answer Barker halied the mate,
“These fellows" he sald, “don’t bae-
| eve this Is r r h I guess
I "'\]!]

the mnie 0ot
th Wa
igltuda

nnd

night
dropped a day an
we fdd o day at 1t
we didn't we'd arive in v day
| behind, and on th "1 in

| wop

inclecno, a

., except Flint and
Ir looks of amazemant

Barker, patiing
ot ¥ our setilemaent
tedd only to Ti 1y, the 2Tth
day was not marked on the ship's
in fact, for us, L never exisled
bad for you iny

ows when 1
and dldn't come off quits no
| time you got left, but [I'Ve
the Pnclfic before, and this
first trip”

With n grin on hiz face and his
hands thrust deop in his poclets, Bar-
ker turned, and strolled rlong the deck
forward., humming a popular nir from
A comedy opers as lie went
(Copyright by Shortstory Pub. Co.)




