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(rv AT "er up! Bat 'er up!"
tf "Steal. Skinny, steal!"
"-- "You're out. you boob, you're

out!"
"Gwan back' to that base, or I'll

punch your face!"
"Aw, you don't know about

It!"
Such cries as these tear the air, fill

the world with tumult, cause the uni
verse to stand still a moment to Inves
tigate what can be the matter.

"What can it be?" asks an anxious
mother.

Ah! we mipht have known It. It is
only a of the good old
National game as It should be played
that is now taking place on the empty
corner lot. The

are putting: their skill against
the Park Gang and it looks like battle
to the death, or at least to the ninth
inning.

You step to the old picket fence
upon whose peaks a group of small
critics perch with comfort
and enjoy the same as their
elders on street to express
their several upon the

or the of it
all. They are the the um-

pire and at times even the coach of
the for at critical mo-

ments when their
become too strong for any mere

they slide down and give the
member a detailed lesson 01

baseball as it should be played and Is
played by "any feller that knows a
baseball from a baby's yarn ball."

some you discover
bases. They are made of

old sticks and paper and at first you
might mistake them for small rubbish
heaps. If you do, don't say It out
loud. You might get a look of

scorn for your lack of
from some small boy nearby, and

a small boy's socrnful glance has a pe-

culiar quality all its own for
you feel small. The bases
slide as much as the players and then

arise over the
exact location. The of
these lit.le proves only too
well the truth of the small boy's reli-
gion that the fist is than the
umpire.

The pitcher boasts the
proud of a real baseball
suit a purple one which he feels
puts him one step further Into
the class.

a shot.

OW much does & team's pen
de

pend on a good coach?" was re
cently asked a baseball au
thority and the answer came quick as

"As much as It on team
work, good or any of the nu
merous other features to suc-
cess on the In fact, I'm not
certain that it does not count for
more," he added. good

on the lines prob
ably the best team that ever donned
a uniform would make a poor
against a second rater, of
course, that the latter had a

coach.
"A coach is the eyes of a team and

its brains as well In respect to its
he

one or more good
is and the day

when even an all-st- ar of
as could

win honors has long been
past."

And that seems to be the consensus
of opinion among baseball experts

Hughie manager of the De-

troit Tigers, and for more than a score
of years in big league

is another for the
As one of the ablest

of the and strategy that
bring success on the diamond now In
the his words carry weight
wherever the game is played.

As every fan knows, Hughie won his
spurs as the star of the old

team when the Orioles were
past masters at pennant Many
consider him the that
ever lived. And his ability
was hardly inferior to his work be-
tween second and third.

as manager of the Tigers he
one of the best posted

men on the inside angles of the science
of in the He has
been one of those who have the
art of a runner safely around
the bases to its present high stage of

has always been one of
the most features of the
game ever since it was said
the Detroit manager, when asked to
cast a few on this feature
of the sport. "It has always
been a big factor in a team's success,
and this is truer today than It ever
was.

"Like every other branch of
it has

in the past few years, until now it
has been reduced to an actual science.

"Tears ago the fans secured nearly
as much from the antics of
the man in the box as they
did from the game itself, but it has
got so now that instead of a
being used as a coach a man who
knows the fine points of
the game and the ability of each player
Is the one who counts for most.

"While a coach will try to get the
rattled, if such a thing be
it is his chief business to take

care of the runner and see that he
isn't caught on the bases.
Take for instance when Cobb Is on
first base, the coach knows that he is
fast, and if follows him and
hits what would be a single.
Cobb will be given a signal to try for
third. As a rule he can make it, but
even if be is caught the has.
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Marquards, Lajoies, Matthewsons and
Cobbs of 1932 Are Now Swinging
Bats and Pitching Curved Balls Daily
and Calling to Each Other, "Say,
Ain't Baseball Grand Old Game?"
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Consciousness of it makes him give ania ball and 'a more hitch to
extra furious swing before delivering I his trousers as he strolls back to the
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put on whereas with
a slower man only one base would be
all either could make.

"A coach has a signal for every kind
of play that can arise. It takes
a long time for a man to perfect him-
self in these different signs.

OU may see a player take off his
cap, and hold it in his right

hand. If he used the left hand it
would mean an different play.
As the song goes, 'Every little move-
ment has a all its own.'

"No two teams have like
the same kind of code, and It is sel-
dom that we are able to get a line
on what is going to happen from

the man in the box.
"Many of the men who are now

in the were good
McGraw of the Giants was

always the men take chances
when he worked on the sideline. The
greater portion of his success today and
the success of many other managers is
due to the fact that they compel the
runner to take chances where if al
lowed to follow his own he
would never leave his base.

That game between
New York and when Merkle
failed to touch second base, is one in-

stance where a coacher. had he been
alert and on his Job, would have no-
ticed the as soon as the Chi-
cago and a very
game would have been won Instead of
lost.

There are any number of
where the coacher some
thing that the average does
not see at all. Once the ball is hit the
nan on base has to do but run
and watch the coacher for his signal.
His eyes should be glued on the man
in the box, and as he

the base the runner knows
whether he has got to slide into it or
whether he can make it

(IF a base runner had to keep track
I of the ball he would loss

time. Of course, a runner les-
sens his speed every time he looks
around, and if he does this he will be
put out nine times out of ten. Therein,
too, is shown the of the

Job.
"The used by the big league
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In Which Hughie Jennings, Manager
of the Detroit Tigers, Gives Some In-

side Pointers Concerning the Fine Art
of Piloting Runner Around the
Bases All Which Is Faithfully
Transcribed by William E. Whiston,
the Baseball Expert.
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teams are guarded as sacredly as any
cipher code of the Government, and I
don't know today of an absolutely au-
thentic ease where a player has been
known to give away any signal used by
his team. Of course, a player may be
sold from one team to another and use
his knowledge against his old team-
mates, but the chances are that the
signals would be given In such a way
as to prevent him from seeing them.

"I had an Idea once that a certain
team was in possession of our signals,
so I changed them during the early
part of the game. After we had ob
tained a safe lead I went back to the
regular onesi and I'm glad to say that
I soon found that I was mistaken.

"When I first started playing ball,
which was back in 1887 with a school
team In Mooslc, Pa., I discovered that
coaching played a very Important part
In the game. I would stand on the
side lines and yell at the opposing
pitcher until I'd get him so mad he
couldn't find the plate. I also figured
out a code of signals which enabled us
to beat many .a faster team simply be
cause by the aid of these signals we all
knew what was coming ft and were
able to play together.

"The same methods that I used with
my old schoolmates I put Into action
when I first took hold of the Detroit
team. Of course, our present code Is
far more elaborate than the one I used
In 1SS7. There must be over a hundred
different signals In use by the Tigers,
and each one has an entirely different
meaning. A college football team
basn't got half as many signals as the
average ball team In the big leagues.

PLAYED my first professional
I game of ball with the Louisville

team back in 1891, and as one paper
expressed it at the time, I "covered my-
self with glory and errors, mostly er-

rors.' Jack Chapman was the man who
discovered me playing with the

in and around Scranton.
He offered me S175 a month to Join the
Colonels.

"I had been playing behind the bat,
but Chapman tried me at nearly every
position, and it looked like me for. the
'bushes.' Harry Taylor, now Judge
Taylor, of Buffalo, had been playing
first for the Kentucklans, but owing to
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box. You notice him first because the
color combination of his hair and suit
fairly shrieks at you. You wonder if
it made all the noise you heard when
coming up the street.

The other players have no suits but
favor overalls that Is, their mothers
favor overalls. Some have feet encased
in tennis shoes with extra openings
for the toes. That little fellow's feet
over there look like a merger of those
of a Marathon athlete and an esthetic
dancer.

all pose in approved
THET attitudes. Don't talk about
the unconsciousness of self of young
boyhood. They fairly revel In effective
attitudes as in their mind's eye they
see future photographs of themselves
eagerly scanned by the devotees of the
sporting page. Johnny, the little

In the

an injury Jack Ryan, the veteran back-
stop, was temporarily covering the
initial sack. About this time along
came the Boston bunch with Big Dan
Brouthers, and after Ryan had stopped
several of Dan's fast drives with his
anatomy he went to Chapman and told
him he was no first baseman. 'Better
give that red-head- kid a shot at it or
you won't have any catcher left,' was
the wav he put it. The manager took
Ryan's advice and I became a first base
man.

"I managed to pull through somehow
and in 1892 I was moved to short. I
guess this is the position that I covered
myself with 'glory and errors.' I didn't
take at all to the short field at first. I
was more at home behind the bat.

"Illness made me of little use to the
In 1893, and Billy Barnle, who

had succeeded Chapman as manager,
traded Harry Taylor and myself to Ned
Hanlon, of the Baltlmores. for

Tim" O'Rourke, who was at that
time playing a smashing good game at
short. This was only one of the many
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catcher, crouches down in that tense
squatting fashion which he has often
studied in every detail through the

Coaching Bos.

Colonels

"Voice-
less

is

gold brick deals pulled oft by Foxy
Ned.

"It was on June 6 that the deal was
closed, but didn't appear in a Balti-
more uniform until July 5. McGraw,
now manager of the New York Giants,
who was then covering short for tne
Orioles, had been benched for a run-i- n

he had had with an umpire at Pitts-
burg, and I was elected to take his
place. Pittsburg beat us 0, and you
can Judge what kind of a game I put
up when I tell you that the Associated
Press dispatches said: "Jennings' er
rors were responsible for the loss or
the game.'

"I T WAS nearly a month before I
got another chance to show what

I could do. This time I bad no errors
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knot-hol- a at the real games. Sllmmle,
fielder, catches the ball in one upraised
hand, delicately leaping on one toe at
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and the same number of hits. always
had a habit of going after everything
in sight, and my record shows that in
my 12 years of ball I had
an average of 6.43 chances per game.
For three years straight I averaged
over seven chances per game.

"As a batter I was pretty easy for
the average pitcher until Ned Hanlon
showed me how to handle the willow.
Ned always had more faith in me than
I had in myself, and very few mornings
passed that he didn't have me out prac-
ticing hitting.

"I was never afraid to stand up to
the plate, and I got hit so often that I
had a pad made for my hip. After I
struck my gait hit better than .300 all
the time, and one season came within

the critical moment. And when littl
tow-head- Paul comes up to bat h
looks quite murderous and with a vic-

ious hit at the ball twirls around in
regulation style on one heel. Jack,
who Just now fills the position of
coach, attempts a modest ballet cork-
screw to express his enjoyment of
Shorty's home-ru- n and doesn't mind It
in the leaBt when the corkscrew makes
him lose his balance and sends him
sprawling on his back as corkscrews
sometimes have a habit of making a
man do. With many sage nods and
grins the catcher and pitcher whisper
signals which are so Intricate that they
are forgotten every five minutes and
have to be renewed.

An Important member of the team,
who must not be forgotten is Towser,
an uncertain breed of dog. Towier Is
official mascot, but sometimes gets the
duties of his office mixed up and feels
that after all, the only way to see that
a ball is properly catight Is to attend
to it himself. Of course, after the lit-

tle excursions away from the dignity
of his real position he gets tied up.
Yelps and howls express his realiza-
tion of such ignominious treatment, but
somehow after a few balls have been
fumbled and pronounced "rotten" by
the picket fence critics, Towser Is there
again to show how. it should be done.

they catch sight of a realWHEN watching them they
all show off their singular gifts more
than ever, although the height ot their
art is to pretend utter indifference to
your presence. They bat and twirl,
pitch and yell, slide and run more
furiously than before hut never a
glance in your direction. Far be it
from the purpose of any mere femin-

ine writer to describe the game itself.
When you have essayed once or twice
to read a description of a game which
you have personally witnessed and
have been appalled to learn about all
the horrible things that had been hap-

pening right under your nose by such
seemingly harmless fellows well, you
begin to assume that perhaps it is bet-

ter for trust in baseball mankind to
look at the players and not bother
your head about what they really do.

What these little fellows did was very
important, I am sure, Judging from
their actions, and really demanded a
special write-u- p. It's too bad the
sporting editor did not happen to be
around.
' The whole little bunch of players
fill you with a certain rospect. Their
surprising knowledge of the Intricacies
of the game, the sense of fairness
which is uppermost in spite of the
most undying loyalty to their own
team, the knowing curves of the pitch
er whose name some day may be fa
mous, even the slangy, intelligent lit-

tle comments by the picket fence fans.
all make you regard them with a lit
tle more seriousness than you tnougni
the situation first called for.

Where do these boys learn It all 7

It takes George Randolph to
answer that. "Learn to play baseball T

I didn't. Xo American kid learns to
play baseball. He's born with a full
knowledge of the game and Is al-

lowed to backstop until he Is big
enough to swing a bat."
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Hughie Jennings, Manager the Detroit Tigers.
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three points of reaching the .400 mark.
"My decline as a batter dated from

the afternoon that Amos Rusie almost
killed me at the Polo Grounds in New
York. I never was as good after that
rap. My record during the years I
played shows that I was in 1512 games,
at bat 5728 times, made 1131 runs, hit
safely 1761, stole 410 bases, made 228
sacrifice hits, and had a batting ave-
rage of .308.

"When I first took hold of the Tigers
I had my hands full trying to smooth
out the rough spots. There was no
such thing as teamwork, as hardly any
of the players were on speaking terms
with each other. It was every man for
himself, and it took some fine Jollying

(Concluded on Fast 6.)


