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BT WILLIAM -- J. ALTDORFER.
tbe good old Summer time, when

INmost people lo.-.-g for tbe life' out-
doors, is the time the land sharks

'get busy. For the past three months
these nimble-witte- d jrentleme have
been pushing the game (or all it
worth.

Their operations have become so vast
and the number of victims so great
that at last I'ncle Sam has been forced
to take a hand in the game. An ac
tive crusade against land frauds and
schemes of all kinds has been under
taken simultaneously "by four separate
departments of the Government. Th
Reclamation Service, the Agriculture
Department, the Post office Department
and the Attorney-General- 's office. Ail
of these department are going after
fraudulent land promoters in one
the greatest crusades against crime
ever undertaken.

The movement was inaugurated by
Director Frederick H. Newell, of th
Reclamation Service. A few days later
the Agricultural Department announced
its intention to take the trail. This was
quickly followed by the postoffice of
ncial.i, who decided to help out by re
fusing the use of the mails to all fraud
promoters. And as a fitting climax to
the concerted action of the other three
departments, the Attorney-Gener- al sig
nified his willingness to place behind
the bars all those who may be con'
victed of trying to get something for
nothing.

It Is wonderful how many land
schemes are now on the market to sep
arate the unwary from their money.
They cover nearly everything under
the sun, from pecan groves, orchards
of all kinds, irrigation schemes of
sorted varieties, and some frauds sell
even a hole in the ground by pictur
ing the said hole in the ground as one
of the most beautiful and attractive
orchards in the world, on which "you
may live the rest of your days In peace
and comfort. upon interviewing or
ficlals of the various departments, the
writer was amased to find how many
unique and unusual schemes are pro
rooted by these light-finger- ed gentry.
It is possible to enumerate only a few
of the schemes In vogue, but in order
to place the unsuspicious citizen on his
guard, all the officials with one accord
used this phrase: "Investigate before
and not after placing, your money.'

Dr. B. T. Galloway is the man who
will have active charge of the cam-
paign In the Department of Agricul-
ture. He has been chief of the Bureau
of plant Industry for nearly 30 years
and during that time his work has
brought him in contact with thousands
of the fradulent land schemes promoted
for the past 20 years. There are few
men better qualified than he to push a
campaign of this kind.

' "Of course, we do not expect to make
a detailed investigation of every In-

dividual case," said the doctor upon In-

quiry as to how he intended to conduct
the campaign. "It will be necessary
to handle It more or less in a general
way. Our bureaus through "Its corps
of experts, will keep In close touch
with agricultural conditions through-
out the country and naturally we will
be In a position at any time to get
the facts regarding many of the
schemes. Secretary Wilson plans to Is-

sue from time to time circulars of In-
formation which will benefit anyone
contemplating investment In land prop- -
ositlons, or any schemes having to oe

BY JAMES D. ELLSWORTH.
Pacific Mall steamship Peking,

THE sailed for Hongkong last
carried S47 passengers of

various nationalities. In that whole
cumber there-- was one, a Chinaman,
who left no friends behind, and yet he
will be missed, from Maine to Call
fornia.

Ah Wong, the exceptional man among
several hundred ocean voyagers, would
be exceptional in any community on
the face of the globe. He carried with
him. in letters of credit, a fortune that
will keep him In luxury for the rest of
his days, earned without work in a
unique profession which he Invented
hlmielf. He belongs to a race that baa
long been credited with a peculiar apti-
tude for ways that are dard and tricks
that are vain, but Ah Wong's ways
have been so much darker than those
of his fellow-countrym- that he Is the
most cordially hated man that has ever
been smuggled over the Canadian bor-
der.

Ah Wong is tha son of an actor, since
dead, who performed In one of the
minor theaters of Canton installment-pla- s

that lasted for a month. Ah
Wong Is also the grandson and great-grands-

of actors, and from his ear-
liest youth has shown marked ability
In tte same line, as he made devil faces
at his mother, frightening her half out
of t.er diminutive shoes, before he was
a yar old. He soon became unpopular
with his family, 'who regarded him as
having been born tired, but it was
thought that his Inherited talents could
be counted upon to provide handsomely
for his parents In their old age. But
disappointment attended their expecta-
tions at every step. When the boy
was old enough to go to school he be-g- an

to limp so badly that he had to
be carried in the arms of a servant
Soon afterward lie appeared to be
subject .to sudden attacks of blind-
ness, so that all thoughts f pro-- ,
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with the of crops. These
will be In nature, but

will touch upon the different schemes
in such a way that anyone who reads
them may get good advice In
tbe, matter of their money.

Land la Bosins for '

'For many years fake mining stocks.
gold bricks and all .such schemes were
the reliance of a host of

that on a fool being
born every minute for the of

Mr. Gal
loway. "In recent rears the land la

a bonansa for .many
concerns. Many who no longer

bite at the old bait of mining stocks
are now taken In by craftily- -
worded for Homes In the
sunny South,' 'Go where the sun always
shines,' 'Buy a five-ac- re pecan grove.

nd live happy ever after,' etc, etc
Millions of dollars are being spent ev-
ery year for the of land
schemes of various kinds. Some of these
are fairly others are on the

line, while a great many are

There have been launched in recent

vldlng him with a regular
had to be

Then his father, in his
leisure time, to teach him by
rote the text of the ancient

and would at the
top of his voice for hours It
was all breath wasted, fer after tha
first few words Ah Wong's
would become and ha would
sit in passive with a cur
tain of silence between himself and the
noise of talk.

Ah. Wong's stomach Seemed to be tha
only part ef his that
In good order, and in this the
family that If his

good, tbe time would
come when he would his

defects.
Many years passed, the

was to his and Ah
Wong, Instead of being a prop for the
support of his widowed mother, was a

burden. He was now be
lieved to have been born lasy. He was
more than when he made
devil faces at her as a baby, so his
mother, her right as head of
the house, called a family council to
sit upon his case. The wise old lady

hinted that It might be well
to put him out of his misery perma
nently. she might have found
someone to. hold a sword. If he would
consent to fall upon It, but the uncles
and cousins had another plan. They
took up a among
and with this money Ah Wong was
sent across the ocean to

be would be well cared for
there, and In any event, he would be
unable to return.

It all turned out as they had said. Ah
Wong was in Boston from the

like a lump of
lead. Taken to some distant
he ate their rice, drank their tea and
smoked their tobacco for several years,'
and earned the title of the lasieat man
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years many schemes. Some
of these Involved the
of millions of dollars, and

the believed them to be
scund, but. the has arisen in
the minds of careful men who have

the matter, just bow and in
what way the Investor In such farm
land will be able to make the proper

and win out. In some cases
at least, where there are
for work, such as fruit

and where markets are
hard work may result In 'the

man who takes such land at
least a decent living. When the

are of such a nature, how-
ever, that the raw land will have to be
sold at $100 to 1500 per acre, with a
fixed charge for water of 120
to $25 per acre, and the crops grown
are the farm crops, such as
corn, wheat and cotton, it is a
grave whether the farmer will
be able to make a living and pay all

Even In the best parts of the coun
try, in the more humid where
land Is selling from $75 to $100 per
acre, and where there are no fixed

Hal tATE-GKbokr- -

GREATEST CRU5XDE YET iptttti!
Four Departments Will Operate Against Frauds Who Sell "Orchards" oh Top of .Rocky Hills Ex-pos- e

of Unique and Unusual Schemes Worked Upon Public Plans of Crusade Outlined by Experts.
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sections,

overhead charges, the profits in the
production of ordinary crops are very
small, unless prices much above the
average are secured. While such cases
as this are not fraudulent, it shows the
absolute necessity and importance of
would-b- e Investors looking into all
phases of the subject before Investing.
The brllllantly-hue- d pamphlets that are
sent out and the enticing literary state-
ments made should not prevent making
thorough investigation of all conditions
before putting money into a proposition
and before breaking up one's home and
moving into new territory.

"The South has been a special suf-
ferer from a good many of the Bchemes
launched, chiefly because the lands
are cheap there and the conditions
are favorable for exploitation., Many
orchard schemes. Including the planting
of orange groves, pecan groves and
other fruit trees, have been developed.
A few years ago South Texas was ex-
tensively exploited as a region favor-
able to the production of tbe Satsuma
orange. Notwithstanding the warnings
of the department, many hundreds of
thousands of dollars were invested in
these orange groves, which, at' the
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time were believed to be unsafe on ac-
count of climatic conditions and the
variety of orange being exploited. Ex-
perience has proven that we were cor-
rect. '

Shady Orchard Dealers.
"Some of the most fascinating schemes

'today have to do with selling of
orchards or nut trees In the South. . The
usual plan Involves the sale of five or
ten-ac- re tracts of land, the same to be
planted with nut trees like the pecan,
or with nut trees and orange trees
combined, the orcharde to be cared for
by the company for a term of years
and then turned over to the investor.
In the meantime a bond is given to
provide for the care of the trees run
ning five, six or seven years, as the
case may be. Examination of nearly
all these schemes show that the prices
paid by the Investors are from 50 to 100
per cent more than they should be, and
that there is no real guaranty of any-
thing. The much-talked-- of bond is of
more protection to the promoters than
it is to the buyers of the land. At the
end of the period specified the pur-
chaser may have a five-acr- e orchard

1 ETEftWAL. FOWTUbVE,
In the world. When told that he 'must
go to work he was too lazy to refuse,
but somehow he never did the work.
When he was kicked out of one store
he quietly settled himself in another,
and when his distant relatives said dis-
agreeable things, his hearing became
dulled so that he was not disturbed.
His needs were few- and the burden
of his food and tobacco was
heavy one, but his perpetual idleness
was a constant annoyance to his cou
sins, who at last lost patience and be
gan to talk of sending him back to
China.

Then the deafness left Ah. Wong. He
did not want to hear that talk, but In
spite of his infirmities he could not
help It With China came thoughts of
falling on swords and all that sort of
thing, so he promptly told his cousins
that he would soon be able to do some
thing for himself, but he did nothing
until Sam Chin got caught pounding a
neighbor with a flat-iro- n and was sure
to get six months in the house of cor
rection. Sam Chin could not afford to
waste so much time, as it would mean
the loss of all his' laundry customers
While he was out on bail, awaiting
trial, he said that he would rather pay
a lazy Chinaman $500 to go to Jail than
go himself. With .laughs and Jeers Ah
Wong was advised to, apply for the
place, and when he gravely nodded his
head his cousins laughed tiy they
doubled up like Jack-knive- s. : Never-
theless, it w as all arranged, though the
price was only half of what Sam Chin
had Jokingly offered. "

When the day of the trial came. Ah
Wong was in the clothes of the other,
the painted face of Ah Wong was like
the face of Sam Chin and the deception
was not discovered. Ah Wong was
pleased with his bargain when the
money was paid and securely hidden,
for six months is not long in a man's
life and he was told that In the house
of correction a good bed and plenty of
food are provided. He had not been

that has cost him from $1000 to $1500,
which probably cost the promoter one
third that amount and upon which he
could not live if he worked his fingers
off. Many of these schemes have con-
nected with them attractive provisions
for bonds or for life 'insurance and
other things to catch the unwary.

"It has been our experience that in
all these farm units the acreage is too
small for successful culture. Our ex-
perts say, further, that in no Instance
do they know of success coming
through investments on the part of

If a man expects to be
successful In apple culture, for instance,
it is absolutely necessary that a suffi-
cient acreage in the first place should
be secured, and after that he must go
on the land and work it himself; be
responsible for bringing the fruit into
bearing, and finally to market the fruit
personally."

R. S. Sharp is the eyes, ears and nose
of the Postoffice Department, and his
official title Is Chief Postoffice In-
spector. He has had many years' ex-
perience with fraud promoters of all
kinds, and he is probably one of the
best-post- men on the subject in the

told that Sam Chin's sentence demand-
ed hard labor, and for the first time
In his life, to his disgust, Ah Wong
had to work. From this work came
thought, angry thought at first, but
calm and satisfying afterward, because
before the six months were up he had
Invented a new 'profession.

When released, he asked his cousins
to write to New York, San FranclsSo,
Denver and other cities, to say to the
leading Chinamen that Ah Wong would
go to Jail in the place of other men for
not less than $1000 and expenses. His
cousins laughed again and said that Ah
Wong had learned to work, but he said
nothing about his secret Invention.

In two months he went to Provi
dence, where Yee Get was arrested
with smuggled opium in his Jacket
The sentence was a year at hard labor,
but when It was interpreted to Ah

did
the but the

but
was fouqd all doubled with -- some
strange disability, and both wrists and
one shoulder were of Joint The

reduced the dislocations and
the prisoner to hospital to re-

cuperate. The food was better in the
hospital, bed was better, and
Ah recovered as slowly
as could. When at' last he was
back ''to the strange sickness
tacked him again and the of

were again dislocated. He
left the hospital after that, and,

as he had become a burden upon the
authorities, was released in
months, earning his $1000 more
even than he had expected. This time
when he returned to his cousins he
found he was wanted in Philadel
phia and San Francisco at the same
time, and kept both men waiting
until the price was bid up to $3000.
At the beginning of his professional
career he was so thin that could only
take the place of laundrymen and labor--
rs in the penitentiaries, but with arms

out Joint he lived on the fattest of
possible hospital fare, and as gained

country. ' It is his business to know all
the schemes that are being by
criminals throughout the world to
separate people from their cash. Chie
among these, he declares, is the land
schemer who the end probably an
nexes more victims than any other
fraud on the market Mr. Sharp gave
the writer an Interesting resume of the
many schemes now being manipulated
through the mails, which he proposes
to bring to an abrupt termination. The
manner in which he spoke of the many
illegitimate schemes and of the men
who promote them would Impress any
one he Is an extremely consclen
tlous worker In the cause of right, and
that he Is thoroughly In earnest to
book these violators of the laws, not
only because they violate the law, but
because of his Intense belief in rlgiu
and wrong, and his sincere desire to
protect the millions of unsuspecting
citizens of our country.

"Land frauds are divided Into twq
separate classes," Bald Mr. Sharp, in
talking oi the' "the legitlmato
sale of land direct, and the sale of
stock in land companies. In both in
stances where the mails are used to
exploit the scheme the most
erant statements are made in the lltera
ture reeardlnir not only the location
of the property, productiveness and
ceneral value for agricultural pur
poses, but also as to Its environment
and climatic conditions, labor resources
as well as shipping facilities.

"The major portion of land schemes
consists in the ability of the victim to
Durchase easily stock on the Install
ment plan, thus bringing it within tha
grasp of those with moderate means
looking for an opportunity to save for
the inevitable rainy day. It follows,
therefore, that the class of people who
fall for the operations of these swind
lers are those who can least afrord to
lose their earnings, and who are. the
most trustful of the corpora-
tions operating the scheme.

"Investigation by the inspectors ol
this department reveals that In many
instances the property or land is undei
water and would not be productive
under any circumstances. In othei
cases It has been shown to be upon
the sides and tops of mountains re-

mote' from civilisation and practlcallj
valueless. Some of the lands are lo-

cated in foreign countries and claimed
to be rich, fertile and profitable lands,
whereas in truth they have been found
to be located in an Impenetrable
Jungle far from the center of civiliza-
tion and in addition the prospector hai
no title thereto other than the smooth
bogus claim in which the general alle-
gation is made that It was purchased
from the heirs of some remote ancestor.

Selling Worthless Lota.
"Another favorite fraud is the

neighborhood of large sea coast cities
where swampy, sandy, undeveloped
and lands are divided
into lots which are to be distributed
at some future date by a trustee who
Is to a drawing,- but this draw-
ing is not to take place until all the
lots have been paid for in full. As
the lots are generally sold on the in-

stallment plan many purchasers con-
stantly default in payment with the re-

sult that the drawing never takes
place. People asking when they are to
receive their title and deed to the
land are Informed that the drawing
will take place shortly and placated by

(Concluded on page 7.)

weight he took the sentences of rich
merchants who were able to pay more.
He permitted himself to be tried for

crime, only drawing the line at
murder cases, because, as said, he
was now a rich man and could not af-
ford to leave his money. i

Last Fall he decided that he was rich
enough to retire. He had served in Z0
Jails and as he could not do his contor-
tion specialty .in any one of them a
second time, his ftold of usefulness had
become restricted to cities where there
were but a few, and those generally

g. Chinamen. Therefore he
decided to return to the land of his
fathers to enjoy, the fruits of his lazi-
ness, and was planning to reach there

time for the celebration of the Chi-
nese New Year. At the last moment,
however, he was summoned to New
York by a letter from a man who waa
about to be deported for illegally
In the country and whose rich frlendi
were willing to pay liberally for a sub- -..... . 1 BAM, K.nl. . A - V. I 1 -

he only smiled broadly.Wong He . Tne thenplace- - new arrival, out un-n-

smile in Jail, when der heavy bail, was a comparatively
time came ior mm to to work, he I thin man, Ah wong agreed to take

out
doctor
sent the

the
Wong

he sent
work at

Joints
his arms
never

he nine
easily

that
he

he

of
he

used

in

that

matter,

extrava

its

hold

any
he

In

being

go
up his place for $2000 and reduce his

weight till he fitted the other's clothes.
So Ah Wong enjoyed the New Year'i
festival on a starvation diet of rice
and water. ' When, with his snug for-
tune, he embarked on the Peking, his
passage paid by the Government of the
United States, he was awaited by a pa-
tient little almond-eye- d bride, securedthrough the good offices of his repent-
ant family.
(Copyright by Short Story Pub. Co.)

Harpoons In Whaling.
The harpoon used In whaling Is a

deadly weapon of marvelous intricacy.
it is snot irora a cannoon, which can be
focused with great rapidity at anv
angle from its pedestal on the specially
constructed ship. --On penetrating the
oooy or tne whale, .the point of the
harpoon explodes, and its four hooks
spread out in the flesh, securely hold-
ing the shaft of the harpoon, which
ends in a ring carrying a strong cable.
Held by this cable, the struggling
whale tows the boat after it at a ter-
rific speed until forced by its wounds
to succumb. Indianapolis News, t--


