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INCLE - SAM LAUNCHES - GREATEST CRUSADE YET

Four Departments Will Operate Against.ﬁ Ftids Wﬁbc‘?fSEﬂr"‘;ﬁ'r;&har&s” on Top of Rocky Hills—Ex-
pose of Unique and Unusual Schemes Worked Upon Public—Plans of Crusade Outlined by Experts.
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It Is wonderful How many land
schemes are now on the market to sep-

the unwary from thelr money.

cover nearly everything under]
nun, from pecan groves, orchards
| kinds, irrigation schemes of as-

and some {rauds sell
the ground by plotur-

varieties,

hole in

overhead charges, the profita in the
production of ordinary crops are very
small, unlesg prices much above the
average are secured. While such cases
as this are not fraudulent, It shows the
absolute necessity and importance of
would-be investors looking Into all
phases of the subject before Investing.
The brilliantly-hued pamphlets that are
sent out and the enticing literary state-
ments mads should not prevent making
thorough Investigation of all conditions
before putting money Into a proposition
and befors breaking up one's home and
moving into new territory.

“The South has been a speclal suf-

sald hole In the ground as one
most beautiful and attractive
in the world, on which “you
the rest of your days in pesce
omfort.” Upon Interviawing of-
fn.a 8 of the varfous departments, the
writer was amaszed to find how many
unique and unusufl schemes are pro-
moted by thess Night-fingered geontry. a’
It is possibie 1o enumernte only a few &Rk dm %z‘e 1522 cf‘
of the schemes in vogue, but In order }r&; - > = [
to place tne unsuspiclous citizen on his = w W"
guard, all the officials with one accord
used this phrase: “Investigate before | with the production of crops. These |years many irrigation schemes. Some
end not after placing your money.” eirculars will he general Iin nature, but | of these projects Involved the spending
Jr. B T Galloway Is the man who | will touch upon the different schemes | of milllons of dollars, and unquestion-
will have active charge of the cam-||n such a way that anyone who reads|ably the promoters belleved them to be
palgn In the Department of Agricul-|them carefully may get good advice In | scund, but.the questifh has arisen In
ture. He has been chlef of the Bureau | the matter of investing their money. the minds of careful men who have In-
of Flant Industry for nearly 30 years Land In B for Robb vestigated the matter, just how and in
and during that tima his work has b S what way the Investor In such farm
brouvght him In contact with thousands For many years fake mining stocks, land will be abla to maks the proper
of the fradulent land schemes promoted | §old bricks and all such schemes were | ngyments and win out. In some cases
for the past 20 years. There are few | the principal reliance of a host of para- {at least, where there ars possibilities
mnn better qualifled than he to push a|=ites that depended on & fool belng | for Intensive work, such as fruit grow-
< palgn of this kind born every minute for the conduct of |ing and whers markets are favorable,
nr co e, we do not expect to make | & thriving business,” continued Mr. Gal. | Individual hard work may result in‘the
a detalled investigation of every In-|loway. "In recent years the land 18 | man who takes such land making at
v least & decent llving. When the Im-

proving & bonansa for many get-rich-
quick concerms. Many who no longer
bite at the old balt of mining stocks
are now regularly taken in by craftily-
worded literature for ‘Homes In the
sunny South,’ ‘Go where the sun always
shines,” ‘Buy a flve-acre pecan grove,
and llve happy ever alter, ete., ete
Mililons of dollars are being spent ev-
ery year for the esxploitstion of [and
schemes of various kinds. Bome of these
are fairly legitimate, others are on the
dividing line, while a great many &re
actusally fraudulent.

“There have been launched in recent

" sald the doctor ypon In-
how he intended to conduct
campalgn. “It will be necessary
to handle It more or less In o general
W) Our bureauy through “its ocorps
of wxperts, will keep in closs touch
with agricultural conditions through-
o untry and naturally we will
I» a poxition at any tims to get
(3. facts regarding many of the
schemes, Secretary Wilson plans to Is-
wi
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provements are of such & nature, how-
ever, that the raw land will have to be
sold at §100 to 3500 per acre, with a
fixed overhead chargs for water of §20
to $25 per acre, and the crops grown
are the ordinary farm crops, such as
corn, wheat and poasibly cotton, It is a
grave queation whether the farmer will
be able to make a living and pay all
necessary charges.

“Even In the best parts of the coun-
try, In the more humid sections, whers
land is selling from $756 to $100 per
acre, and where there are no fixed

™ O

"t n

3 time to time eirculars of In-
ormation which will Dbenefit anyone
contemplating investment in land prop-

ferer from a good many of the schemes
launched, chlefly becauss the lands
&re cheap there and the conditions
are favorable for exploitation. Many
orchard schemes, including the planting
of orange groves, pecan groves and
other fruit trées, have been developed.
A few years ago South Texas was ex-
tenslvaly exploited as a reglion favor-
able to the production of the Satsuma
oringe. Notwithstanding the warnings
of the dspartment, many hundreds of
thousands of dollars were investsd in
these orange groves, which, at the
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time weres belleved to be unsafe on ac-
count of climatic conditlons and the
variety of orange being exploited. Ex-
perience has proven that we were cor-
rect.

Shady Orchard Dealers.

“Some of the most fascinating schemes
today have to do with selling of
orchards or nuot trees In the South. The
usual pian Involves the sale of five or
ten-acre tracts of land, the same to be
plantad with nut trees llke the pecan,
or with nut trees and orange trees
combined, the orcharde to be cared for |
by the company for & term of years
and then turned over to the inveator.
In the meantime a bond Is given to|
provide for the care of the trees run-
ning five, six or seven yocars, as the
case may be. Examination of nearly
all these schemes show that the prices
pald by the Investors are from 50 to 100
pér cent more then they should be and

that there s no real guaranty of any-
thing. The much-talked-of bond Is of|
mora protaction to the promoters than
it is to the buyera of the land. At the
end of the period specitied the pur-)
chaser may have a five-acre orchard |
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that has ¢ost him from $1000 to $1500,
which probably cost the promoter one-
third that amount and upon which he

could not live if he worked his fingers
off, Many of these schemes have con-
nacted with them un*m‘thu provisions
for bpnds or for life ‘Insurance and
other things to catch the unwary.

“It has been our experiencd that in
&ll these furm units the nereage Is too
small for successful culture. Our ex-
perts =ay, further, that In no Instance
do they know of succesas coming
through investments on the part of
non-resldents. If & man expects to ba
successful In apple culture, for instance,

it Is absolutely necessary that a suffl-
clent acreage In the firat place should
be secured, and after that he must go
on the land and work it himself; be
responsible for bringing ths frult into
bearing, and finally to market the fruit
personally.”

K. S. Sharp is the ayves, sars and noss
of the Postoffice Department, and his
officlal title Is Chisf Postoffice In-
spector. He has had many years' ex-
perience with fraud promoters of sl
kinds, and he is probably one of the

best-posted men on the subject In the
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HOW CLEVER AH WONG MADE
HIS ETERNAL FORTUNE

of rich

with 2 regular eduo-
cation had to be Iindefinitely post-
poned. Then hia father, in his
lelsure tTrne. undertook to teach him by

HY JAMES D, ELLEWORTH. viding him
HE Pacific Mall steamship Peking,
which salled for Hongkong last

I month, carried 347 passengers of

various nationalities. In that whole
number there~ was ope, a Chinaman,
who left no friends behind, and yet he
missed, from Maine to Call-

=i 11
will
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Alh Wong, the exceptional man among
several hundred ocean voyagers, would
be exceptional in any community on
the face of the globe. He carried with
him, in letters of credit. a fortune that
will keep him in luxury for the Test of
his days, earned without work In &
unique profession which he Invented
himself. He belongs Lo a race that has
long been wredited with a pecullar apti.
tude for ways that are dard and tricks
that are wvaln., but Ah Wong's ways
have been so much darker than those
of his fellow-countrymen that he Is the
most cordially hated man that has ever
bean smuggled over the Canandian bor-
der.

As Wong I= the son of an actor, since
dpadd, who performed Iin one of the
minor theaters of Canton installment-
plays that lasted for & month. Ah
Wong Is also the grandson and great-
grandson of actors, and (rom hig ear-
lest youth has shown marked ability
in the same line, as he made devil faces
at his mother, frightening her half out
of ber diminutive shoes, before he was
A year old. He soon became unpopular
with his famiiy, who regarded him as
having been borm tired, but

for his parents in thelr old age.

tions at every step. 'When the
was old enough to go to school he be-

gan to llmp sc badly that he had to

be carried In the arms of a servant.
Soon afterward he appeared

pese, so that all thoughts $f pro-

it was
thonght that his inhearited talents could
be counted upon to provide handsomely
But
disappointment attended thelr expocta-
boy

to be
Fublest to sudden attacks of blind-

rote the text of the anclent Celestial
tragedies, and would harrangue at the
top of his voles for hours togather. It
was all breath wasted, feor after the
first few wonds Ah Wong's hearing
would become blunted, and he would
it In pasalve somnolance, with & cur-
tain of silence between himaelf and the
nolse of talk.

Ah Wong's stomach seemed to be tha
only part of his anatomy that remained
in good working order, and in thig the
family rejoiced, belleving that if his
appetite remalned good, the time would
come when he would outgrow his
physical defects.

Many years passed, the actor-father
wasg gathered to his fathers, and Ah
Wong. Instead of belng a prop for the
support of his widowed mother, wss &
troublesome burden. He wis now be-
lleved to have been born laxy. He was
more unpopular than when he made
devil faces at her as a baby, so his
mother, exercising her right as head of
the house, called a family council to
slt upon his case. The wise old lady
strongly hinted that it might ba wall
to put him out of his misery
nently. Possibly she might have fou
someone to hold a sword, If he woul

consent -to fall upon it, but the uncles |

and cousins had another plan, They
took up a collection among theamaslves
and with this money Ah Wong was
seént across the ocean toa Amaeriea
Doubtless he would be well cared for
there, and In apy event he would be
unable to return.

It all turned out as they had sald. Ah
Wong was unloaded in Boston from the
*underground rallway” like a lump of

Taken to some distant relatives,
he ate their rice, drank their tea and

smoked thelr tobacco for several years, '

and carned the title of the laxziest man
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in the worid. When tokl that he must
go to work he was too lazy to refuss,
but momahow he never did the work
Whan he was kicked out of one store
he quletly settled himself in another,
and when his distant relatives sald dis-
agreeable things, his hearing became
dulled so that he was not disturbed.
His needs wers few and the burden
of his food and tobascco was mot a
heavy one, but his perpetual idleness
was a4 constant annoyance to his cou-
sins, who at last lost patience and ba-
gan to talk of sending him back to
China.

Then the deafness left Ah Wong., He
did not want to hear that talk. but in
epite of his iInfirmities he could not
help it. With China came thoughts of
falllng on swords and all that sort of
thing, so ha promptly told his cousins
that he would soon be able to do some-
thing for himsealf, but he did nothing
until S8am Chin got caught pounding a
neighbor with & flat-iron and was sure
to get six monthz in the house of cor-
rection. Sam Chin could not afford to
waste so much time, as It would mean
the loes of all his laundry customers,
While he was out on ball, awalting
trial, he sald that he would rather pay
& lsxy Chinaman $500 to go to jall than
go himaelf. With laughs and jeors Ah
Wong was advised to apply for the
place, and when he gravely nodded his
head his cousins laughed tll they
doubled up like jack-knlves. Never-
theless, it was all arranged, thoogh the
price was only half of what Sam Chin
had jokingziy offéred. '

When the day of the trial came, Ah
Wong was in the clothes of the other,
the painted face of Ah Wong was like
the face of Sam Chin and the deception
was not discoversed. Ah Wong was
pleased with hls bargaln when the
money was pald and securely hidden,
for slx months s not Iong in a man's
lite and he was told that in the house
of correction a good bed and plenty of

food are provided. He had mot been

told that Sam Chin's gentence demand-
ed hard Izbor, and for the first time
in hiz life, to hia disgust, Ah Wong
had to work. From thls work came
thought, angry thought at first, but
calm and satisfying afterward, because
hefore the slx months wers up he had
Invented a new profession.

When relecased. he asked his cousins
to write to New York, San Franciséo,
Denver and other citiem, to say to the
leading Chinamen that Ah Wong would
go to jall in the place of other men for
not less than §1000 and expenses. His
cousins laughed agaln and sald that Ah
Waong had learned to work, but ha sald
nothing about his secret Invention.

In two months he went to Provi-
denge, where Yee Get was arrested
with smuggled oplum in his jacket.
The sentenca was & year at hard labor,

but when It was Interpretad to Ah
Wong he only smiled broadly. He did
not smile In the jull, but when the

time came for him to go to work, he
was fougd all doubled up with soms
strange disability, and both wrists and
one shoulder wers out of joint. The
doctor reduced the dislocations and
sent the prisoner to the hospital to re-
cuperate., The food was better In the
hospital. the bed was bettsr, and
Ah Wong recovered —as slowly
as he could. When at'last he was sent
back 'to work tne strange sickness at-
tacked him agaln and the joints of
his arms wore again dislocated. He
never left the hospital after that, and,
as he had become a burden upon the
authorities, he was released in nine
months, earning his $1000 more easily
even than he had expected. This time
when he returned to his cousing he
found that he was wanted In Philladel-
phila and San Francisco at the same
time, and he kept both men walting
unti] the price was bid up to $3000.
At the beginning of his professional
career he was so thin that he could only
take the place of laundrymen and labor-
ere in the penlientinaries, but with arms
out of joint he lived on the fattest of
possible hospital fars, and as he gained

walght he took the sentences

merchants who were able to pay more

He permitted himaelf to be tried for
|any erime, only drawing the line at
murder cases, because, as he sald, ha
WaS now & rich man and could not af-
ford to leave his money

Last Fall he declded that he was rich
enough to retire. He had served In 20
Jalls and as he could not do hi= contor-
tion speclalty in any one of them a
second time, his teld of usefulness hnd

become restricted to cltles where thera
wera but a few, and those generally
law-ablding, Chinamen. Therefore he
decided to return to the land of hia
fathers to enjoy the fruits of his lami-
ness, and was planning %o reach theras
in time for the celebration of the Chi-
nese New Year. At the last momaent,
however, he was summoned to New
York by & letter from & mon who was
about to be deported for belng Hlegally
in the country and whose rich friends
were willing to pay liberally for a sub.
stitute to be sont back to Chine In his
plnce. The new arrival, then out un
der heavy ball, was a comparatively
thin man, but Ah Wong agreed to tuks
his place for J§2000 and reduce his
welght till he fitted the other's clothes
80 Ah Wong onjoyved the New Year's
featival on a starvation dlet of
and water. When, with his snug fo
tune, he embiarked on the Peking, his
pagsage pald by the Government of the
United States, he was awalted by a pa-
tiant little almond-eyed bride, secured
through the good offices of His repent-
ant famlily.
(Copyright

rice

by Short Story Pub. o.)

Harpoons In Whallug.

The harpoon used In whaling Is a
deadly wenpon of marvelous Intrieacy
It is shot from a cannoon, which can ba
focused with great rapidity at any
angle from Its pedpstal on the specially
constructed ship. “On penetrating the
body of the whale, the point of the
harpoon explodes, and Its four hooks
gpread out in the flesh, securely hold-
Ing the shaft of the harpoan, which
ends In a ring earrying a strong cable.
Held by this cable, the struggling
whale tows the host after |t at a ter-
rific speed until forced by its woundag

to succumb.~—Indlanapolls News, 4




