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nlways was
She

ARY HILTON

pressionabla.
so today

act she was not disillusioned.

the world,
wonderful actor.

player.
actors—or think they do.
ense with them—Ilike
and lasts about as long.
with Mary Hilton.

She met her actor-hero,

not make good husbands,
kindly and home-loving. He
blithe, gay care-free.

flattery. He hag to have an unusual

amount o©f aense or the

be wvery constant, or he I likely
slight the wife at home.

When Mrs. Hilton had been married
three or four years she thought it pru-

dent to go on the stage. She wanted
to be pear her husband. Long absences
nearly broke her heart. SBhe studled In
& dramatic school for & while and
then got s small part in the company
in which her husband was engaged
For a time she was happy, but not for
long. She was not suited for the
stage. She was intelligent, graceful
and good looking—but she lacked the
dramsatic spirit. She did not act, she
simply tried to act. If It had not been
for her husband she probably never
would have been engaged.

They played together a fow seasons,
he getting a falr salary and she getting
& nominal sum. Then she discovered
what @all her friends had known for &
long time. The marita] ties were irk-
some to the actor. After that season
Mr=. Hilton remained home. Her hus-
band's affection was dead. Another
woman engaged his attention. For a
few years Mrs. Hilton suffered all the
sorrows snd bitterness of a neglected
wite. Then came the crowning dis-

im-
is as much
as she was when, as
& country girl, she fell in love with
the photograph of Harry Hilton. When
ehe went to the theater and saw him
She
thought he was the handsomest man in
and she thought he was &
He was fairly good
looking, but he was only an ordinary
A lot of girls fall in Iove with
It is a dis-
the measles—
It was not so

arnd n year
or two later they married For a time
their life was ideal—or so it seemeod
to Mrs. Hilton. Actors, ag a ruls, do
Hilton was
no exception. His wife was mild and
was
A man of the
stage, if he i3 handsome and attractive,
has many admirers and gets a lot of

flattery will
turn his head Absence makes the home

ties looser. The actor on the road must
to

aster of her romance. Ehe was de-
serted! Laft without support!

She was living !n & New York hotel
when thls blow fell. Of money she had
only 856 cents. She never had earned
& dollar In her life, except the little
that had come to her from her work
on the stage. She knew she could not
earn her living as an sctress. She had
no one to turn to in this extremity.
She had to earn her bread or Flarve.

There is one thing a home-loving
woman always considers first as &
means of livellhood when ghe Is In such
a predicament as Mrs, Hilton was
placed. A boarding-house appears to
her to be the ons thing she Is best
qualified to conduct. It offers & refuge
to her, and there i{s & promise of prof-
it Mres. Hilton had some old furniture
from her childhood home. ©BShe bhad
some jewelry, too, She pawned the
jewelry, pald her bill &t the hotsl,
rented a small houss, brought her fur-
niture to town and opensd a boarding-
house. It was desperately hard. Good
servants are scarce. They are rars, in-
deed, In New York. Boarders are fin-
jeky and hard to please. Some are dis-
honest gnd do not pay thelr bills.

The year that Mrs. Hilton conducted
her boarding-house was Illke & night-
mare. Bhe had a desperats time pay-
Ing the accounts of the butcher, the
baker and the landlord. Then., in de-
spalr, she gave It up. BShe was poorer
than when she gtarted. Bhe had only
one recourse left—her needle, She had
been taught to sew and she sewed very
well. She knew Mrs. Osborn, the dress-
maker, who for a season Or two ran a
playhouse in New York., Mrs, Osborn
gave $10 a week to her and she tolled
with the other dressmakers In thes
workroom in East Forty-sixth street.
The $10 &8 week was barely anough to
keep body and soul together, but she
was earning a living, and that was
something to relieve the drearinass of
her existence. It was a long, long time
before there was a ray of sunshine for
her. But when it came she was over-
joyed. She got a ralse! Her weekly
wage was Increased to §16 a week.

That increase In pay was a great and
stimulating influence in her life. It
wns an evidence of success, the first
she ever had recefved. Bhe worked with
more energy after that and then she
began to dream. Bhe worked so hard
and proved herself of so much wvalus
that more reward came to her. She
got $20 a week, and then she got $25.

sarnings, for she was planning for the
future. When she had been with Mrs.
Osborn three years she resigned. 8She
had met many of her employer's p=-
trons, and had comes to know some-
thing of their needs. Bhe thought she
saw an opportunity to branch out for
herself. She rented one room In a side
street off Fifth avenue and she opened
a shop of her own. It was a -shop the
1ikes of which there was not another in
all the cily of New York.

One day she sent out to nearly 1000
of the rich women of the metropolls an
announcement of her undertaking, It
took npearly a year of her savings to
pay for the beautifully emgraved sta-
tionary she ordered. Her announcement
told those to whom It was addressed
that she would do repairing of silk
stockings nnd of torn or injured lace-
work, Shes was to do art work and
mending. The most artistlc mending
that human hand could aeccomplish
would be her specialty,

There are a lot of extravagant wom-
en in New York. There are many pru-
dent ones, too, even among the wvery
rich. " Bome women spend fabulous
sums for stockings and remarkable
sums for lace work with which they
garnish thelr dresses, What these lace
accessorieg to the dresses cost may bas
imagined when it is sald that many of
the stockings that ecame to Mra, Hilton
for “treatmant” cost from $50 to $76
& palr., They had inlets of the finest
of real thread lace, of cobweb-like tex-
tyre, and most difficult to handle. Ex-
quisitely hand-embroldered silk stock-
ings of the very sheerest mesh and
most exquisite .sheen were handled by
her with a gkill that amaged and de-
lighted the owners. Thread lace hand-
kerchiefs, wedding wvells, rose point
lice, gpome of them helrlooms for many
generations, were made almost as good
as new by her delicate touch and ex-
pert knowledge of the mending necedle.
Bhe Is a remarkable needlewoman
and she did the very best within her
power on this work. Bhe pleasced her
patrons 30 well that they were glad to
tell thelr friends of her rare ability.
Orders cams to her, slow at first, but
gradually In larger numbers. Soon
she had all ghe could attend to with
her own hands. She did ot under-
valus herself. BShe ocharged well for
what she did. Within six months she
had to have assistance. It was diffi-
cult to find as accomplished a needle-
woman as herself, but she got one.
Every bit of lgce and every stocking
that came to her for mending got the
greatest of care. She gave nmo reason
for ecomplaint to those who employed
hor. Then she had to get more as-
sistanoe. Her 1lUttle shop became

in that building, and she hired space
in the building mnext door. Her
patrons were ao well pleased with her
work for them that they asked her to
do other things for them. BSome of
them wanted her to make the daintiest
of negligeas for them. Bhe did. Then
they wanted Indoor gowns, bedroom
frocks and a varlety of garmaents that
it 1g hard for a man to deseribe. Her
chief difficulty at this time was 'In
discovering women of the refinement
of taste and touch to make the filmy,
charming confections with all the ex-
quisiteness of detail that wonld win
the highest appreciation of the pur-
chasers.

There ars S0 many women of un-
limited means in this city who can
afford to Indulge thelr fnpcy for ax-
quisite things that they know no
other woman will possess and that can-
not very well be dupligated that Mrs.
Hilton felt she had a field all to her-
self It she gave distinction to every-
thing she turned out of her shop. EBhe
is an artist—an artist with her needle
—and in order to safeguard her busi-
ness she would employ no woman who
did not measure up to her require-
ments,

Her busliness grew so that it em-
barrassed her. Bhe had to have more
room or she would drive many of her
patrons away, 8o she did a thing that
was daring, a thing she never would
have thought of a few years befors.
She leased the whole bullding next to
the one in which she started re

She husbanded a falr shars of her

crowded., She could get no more room

palring
stockings. It was one of those old-

fashioned brownstone dwellings,
stories high.

a handsome rental

the structure, The
the second floor she

ond floor, which

ception room. Bhe

Colonial
scenes,

rors are decorated in
with pilictureaque pastoral

pear.,
the

of fireplace,

a varlety of plctures.

down to her from her ancestors.

vata residence.

It

tour
She had the front torn
out and a Colonial front bullt In Its
place, simple, chasts and beautiful
The ground floor she had fitted up
for a store. The building was so closs
to Fifth avenus that this store brought

Bhe took the rest
of the building for her o¢wn business,
The entrance to her establishment had
an old style knocker In keeping with
the Colonlal scheme of the exterior of
front bedroom on
made a private
office. The great front room on the asc-
had been the parior,
she transformed Into her business rTe-
lided one of the
walls with bookcases and mirrors of
the old style. The framas of these mir-
form
in
which charming ladles In costumes now
quaint, but none the lass charming, ap-
Sha had a great old-time flre-
place bullt in with an inglencok. There
were deep lounging seats on elther side
Bhe had flowers
throughout the room, growing plants in
copper jardinieres, a grand plano and
The furniturs
was artistlc and old. Most of it came
On
the first floor there was an extension
which probably was used as a kitchen
In the days when the house was a pri-
Mrs. Hilton used the
roof of this extension for a roof garden
and an open alr tearoom in the daytime.
was encloasd in lattles work and

had an awning cover which could be
rolled up when not in use. At night
In Summer she uses this roof garden
as an opan &ir bedroom.

Everything about the establishment
speaks refinement, elegance, good taste.
Everything Is In keeplng, from the old
style door plate to the simplest detail
of the leaded glass of the bookoases
There is lttle show of the business of
the preprietor. The people who EgO
there do not appear as purchasers in a
shop, but as callers to consult an artiat
upon some work. There !s, of course,
& show room in which they see some of
fhe dellcate Jabrics which delight thelr
hearts,

It took s lot of experience for Mrs.
Hilton to risk so large an expenditure
as shs did in this bullding, but her
judgment has been vindicated. Her
business has grown and ahe has made
money until now she s in sasy clroum-
stances. She has her own automobile
and she has her own country place, and
she hag a private secretary. Whatever
spare time she has she employs in
hunting the country over for additional
decorations for her rooms. She loves
old things. Sbe has a splannet, an old
four-poster bed, a clock that is more
than a century old, pewter and brass
ware over which a collector would go
in ecstasies, mirroras that were anclent
when our great-grandmothers were
young, china of the rarest make, chalra
and willow ware of a former age, and
multitudes of things that eonnolisseurs
go into raptures ovef.

She mends laces

d sha mends silk

stockings Just as she did In the little
room where shs started, but the mend-
ing makes only a very small partion
of her work today. The bulk of her
labor is in the ereation of the charm-

ing Intimata garments that women
wear only In the privacy of thelr
rooms. She has made a business all
for herself, Everything she turns out
15 hand made and of the finest of
neadlework. Everything she makes
costs a lot of money—but the peopls
who buy bave no nesad to count thair
dollars. Now ehe {a crowded for spica
again. She needs more room. Mayba
she will buy the houss next door and
use that as an annex. She finds the
groatest difficulty today, &8 she did
soon After she started., In obtalning
help of the highest class, She wanta
no ona who i not her squal ns =
needlewoman, and they seam to be ex-
tremely scarce. She tries to amploy
only gentlewomen — women who have
known luxury and who have become
reduced_in clrcumstancen. She reallzes
that women who have been happy and
who have known affluence have ths

beast reallzation of the desires of thosa

wealthy women who patronize the en-
tablishment
As she has known privation and

struggle and sorrow, she has & deep
sympathy for all who are suffering or

sorrowing. She has a great love for
animals. Ona of her pots is a brindle
bull—a thoroughbred—who Is devoted
to her, She has tralned him not (o
bother cats. 8he has a bhinck cat, Nim,

whoge favorite resting place is on har

neck. He cllmba up on her and
stretches out with hls forepaws down
one glde of her neck and his hind
paws down the othor until it seoms a3
iIf phe was wearing & black neckplece
She always Keeps a bowl of milk closs
to her roof garden for her pensionears
These pensioners are the walfs and
strays of the cat world of the nalghbor.
hood. She does not want a r lttle
degerted mother cat to go It

In her love for helploss wsls shae
Is & good deal llke Cora I of Cin-
cinnati, Mra, Hilton does not tel b L
her friends do tell, of how sha has

broken-down
with
aha

bought poor, overworked,
horses, that she saw struggling
heavy loads in the street, and how
has sent them away to spond the rast
of thelr days at her country place.

b

Not long ago ths husband who da-
sarted haer died. It iz oight years ain:
she was doserted. It ls four

har-
the
-the
church where actors wed and in which

since she started in business for
self. She attended his funeral at
Little Church Around the Corner-

the funeral services of many of them

are held,
Mra, Hilton has today the first pho-
tograph she =aw of her husband—the

picturs with which she fell In lovae be-
fora sha met the man who bocama her
husband. She has all the plotures of
him she ever gathered. They ares her
treasures, He las, to her, today
sams as he was the day they met, ha
thinks of him as the handsomest man
and the most talented actor the world
has known. At the funeral she saw
the woman who won him from her and
ahe saw thelr child,. There 18 no hit-
terness in her heart against that sec-
ond woman, for she can think unkindly
of no one who loved Harry Hliton.
(Copyright, 1912, by Richard Splllana)
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in Country Home

Portland Has Rescue Home Which Is Solving
the Cat Problem by Caring for the Homeless
Felines and Locating Good Firesides for Them.
Hundred or More Pussies Have Gay Time

Near City Limits.

O you want a cat? If you do and
D and are not too partieular about

pedigreé you probably can find
one to sult somewhere about the kitch-
en or the door yard or under the
house at Portland's rescue home for
stray coats, which has beon opened at
the home of Mrs. Lillian Short, on the
Taylor's Ferry road about a mile west
of the Riverview Cemetery. Out of a
hundred or more pussies, each looking
for a good home, it probably will be
possibls for you to select one to sult
even to the most minute parentiage,

There are big cats, little cats, long
ecats, short cats, yellow cats and black
cats, tom cats pussy cats, plain cats
and most all other makes, grades, sizes
and colors and each and every bme is
anxlous to be Ilntroduced to someone
who hazs a good warm fireside. There
is nothing particularly elegant about
any of them as regards pedigree or
parentage nor is any of them unusu-
ally attractive or wvaluable, but they
are cals just the same.

Few peopls know that Portland has
& full-fledged rescue home for stray
cats, yet It has been established many
months and has been dolng a rushing
business In solving Portland's stray
cat problem. To the efforts of those
behind it many a pnelghborhood can ex-
tend thanks for the discontinuance of
the stray cat pest, and many & pesce
Joving cltlzen can rejoice over the
termination of midnight back fence
serenades.

The Oregon Humane Sociaty which Is
supporting the rescue home has not
given It & name yet Some ecall It &
cat , others a cat sxchange and
still others a cat farm. Neighbors of
Mra. Short call it others names. But

to them; they grace the fromt porch
and the rear, the dJdining-room, the
hearth, the dooryard, the barn and
the nearby mountaln side, It is hard
to turn around without stepping on a
cat of some kind. The only time the
landscape is not decorated with cata is
when there is a stray dog In the neigh-
borhood. At such times there is not
s pusa to be sesn on the outside. The
only evidence of the catdom then ia
seen under the house In the form of
long rows of big round eyes. If the
dog gets too near the house there s
generally a chorus of bass hilssing,
sounding much like a disturbed hor-
net's nest or an inciplent volcanic srup-
tion. At such times there is much sx-
citemant In Portland's cat infirmary.
No Place for Dogs.

* But such occurrences are unusual, be-
cause most peace-loving dogs as well
a5 many troubls seekera have found
that the cat farm is not & good place
in which te start “something” Even
the blg bull pup of & near by neighbor
that took exception to the farm when
it was first established, has learned that
it I& an exceptionally fine locality to
leave alone. Since he tried to amuss
himself by chasing a couple of kittens
and was ridden home by s mother cat,
with Iong claws and sharp teeth he bas
attended strictly to his own affalrs in
his own backyard

Every other dog in the nelghborhood
laarnad the same lesson. It is only
occasionally that a new dog In the
nelghborhood or & tramp dog ventures
into the place.

The cat home was established by the
Oregon Humane Soclety as & means
of protecting cats which happen to lose
out at the famlly fireside and become
victims of small boys, ulg rocks and

whatever tho name it*%is niy well
supplied with cate. They all over
the kitghen floor in Mrs Short's

home, which has been turned over

-

other ecircumstan The cat without
Its aims

cats of the city as possible and give
them training in fireside stiguetts pre-
paratory to their belng turned over to
persons desiring them as pets. Fam-
flles of kittens are taken and ralsed for
pets and cats which become ecrippled
or Injured In fights or as the result
of violence on the part of boys are
given medical attention.

The home hag become one of the Im-
portant branches of the humane work
of the humans soclety. Besides keep-
ing a careful lookout for new inmates
ths soclety members and workers are
always busy providing ways and
means of getting cats and would-be

owners together.
Portland, the same as big

other

T

oftles, has a cat problem. It is as much
& problem to know how b-t w keep
the town from becoming overrum Wwith
Siray cats as it is to keep down the
doge. The dog problem is solved by
the dog-catcher, who has humane ways
of killing the canines off, but the cats
cannot be handled so wall in that way.
They generally confine thelr wander-
Ings to the night time and are hard to
cateh. Btray cats are considersd as
much a nuisance as stray dogs, not
only becauss they are om earth but
mlso hecause they are given to night
entertaiuments. Dogs show themselves
in the daytime and Are nuisances In

many ways. Cats appear at night and

are a4 nuisance in one particular way.
Most peopls oconsidar their class of
musle tiring and Immodest. -

Oaty Have Great Frolice.

The cat farm furnishes a place
where the cats ean snjoy all thelr back
fence escapades without ocnusing any
discomfort to very many neople who
are trying to sleep, There are plénty
of fences, window &ills, roofs, treas
and other places at Mrs. Bhort's home
and the only hearers are the trees and
occasional wandering hoot owl

Just how many cats there are at the
rescue home nobody knows, not even
Mrs. Short, but suffice it to may that
there are plenty. Mrs. Short knows

n home is always w _ 2 ;
are to gather up az many of the stray

A

DDl

>orhebe e

‘|a family of bobtail kittens which have

many of them by thelr first names,
but noew families at the home are so
frequent that it i1s hard to keep tab
on either the namesa or the numbers
of all. The count of one day generally
Is supplemented the next by new ar-
rivals from outside or within the home.

Efforts to take a census of the popu-
latlon at tha home.ars most effective
plong about meal time when, at the
sound of Mrs, Short's call there ls al-
WAYS 4 generous responsa from every
direction. The "mess” call has a
strange charm for the pussies. They
certalnly make short work of milk,
meat and other varietles of cat food
which are placed in long pans in front
of the house. From the first eall until
the pans are all carefully cleaned up
therg Is & most interesting displsy of
feline appetites.

Feoding time s generally accom-
panled by fusses which sometimes end
up n fights. Each cat seems to have
his hesrt get on getting his full share
of the meal and as much of the share
of the rest as possible. The result
varies each day, but generally It ls a
freo-for-all fight, which Is accom-
panied by & snow atorm of cat balir, The
farm has its leaders In the form of 1ll-
natured male catas, It 18 necessary oft-
entimes to feed themn separately. It is
within the circles of leaderas that most
of the fights originate. In these fights
new leaders are often created,

The home is provided with a hosplital
whers slck and crippled cata are cared
for. Many & poor little kitten more
dead than alive is brought to the home
and Is nursed by Mra. Short until It
becomes strong. Cats with broken
legs and Injuries of other kinds are
very often recelved and are sclentific-
ally treated. Among the cast now
playing sbout the kitchen and door-
yard are several that have been taken
to the home with broken ribs or legs.
A maternity ward {s maintained In a
corner of the kitechen. Here newiy-
born kittens are cared for until they
get large enough to join the older
cats,

Preslding over this ward is Bab-
sle, an Australian bobtall cat that was
pleked up on the waterfront some time
ago suffering from injuries rocelved In
much hard Iuck. Socon after arriving at
the farm Bobsle became the mother of

some
buen ons of Portland's peats.
of the Eastern clties
homes have been established and uare
doing good work.

and also In Chicago,

for all that come to tha homs with-
out thelr mothers. Bhe takes greal
interast in raising kittans and makes
an exceptionally good maternity ward
nurse.
Pranks of Playful Cats.

Among the blooded cats that have
been taken to the home is Coalle, a
coal black short halred tom that was
plcked up on the Taylor's Ferry road
one dark stormy night last Winter. His
favorite pastime is catching snakes in
the woods and taking them to the
house Lo smuse the kittens. When the
snake gets tired he carrieas it back
and huonts up anothar,

Dolly Grey, another inmats of the

home. is one of the favorites with Mrs,
Short. Last Spring a #etting hen on
the farm hatched out three chlckens
and Mrs. Short placed them in n bas-
ket behind the stove. Dolly Grey took
an interest In them WwWhigh resulted in
the chicks adopting the cat as thelr

mother. They followed her about for a
long time and she took special palns
to protsct them and keep them clean.
She ls the chief game hunter of the
ranch. Almost «daily she brings In &
ground meole or & ehipmunk for tha en-
tartalnment of the Klitens of the farm,
There are many other cats which do
various kinds of tricks and help to en-
tertain the kitten population. Kach one
has coma to the farm s a stray or
cripple or helpless orpham,

The bhome is provided with a prison
where bad cats are punished by being
looked elther In a general pen with
chickens and ducks or in solitary con-
finement. There are five solitury cells
and oftentimes every one Is occuplad,
The most common offensze gt the farm In
fighting, although chasing young chick-
ens and running away from home are
ecommon charges for which priscners
are punished, Sometimes young Kittena

have to ba locked up becauss they
run away from thelr mothers.
The cat home of Portland !x prob-

ably the largest of Iits kind on the

Coast. It is growing dally in glze and
importance. By thoss who hawve (n-
spected its operation It Is consldered

ona of ths Qest means of soiviug the
cat problemTin a larga clty, its effect
being not only to prevent cruelly, dut
algo to lessen the number of bother-
stray coits which have always
In some
similar rescua
In New York City
there is a Iarge cat farm. In that city
it is estimated

that at certaln timea of the year the

cat population runs into the milllons,
In Portland it bhas been estimated that

grown up mow. The mother Is so fond
of kittens that she adopts and cares

at times there have becnn no fewer

than 100,000 cats running at large.




