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especio favorable time of the moon
h hful and fertile marriage, |
gods presiding over such |
¢vents will smile on those wedded dur-
ing this festival. The bride is usually
young, and wears as her only
short skin petticoat. But
up In ornamentation for
lacks In attire, for beaded
ndednx cencircle her kinky head,
of beads hang around her neck
and down her armes, and many ropes of
encompazs her body.
certain of the
well as among the Ameri-
disns, marriage i= by barter.
however, does gmood health
L conskderation. A
leate girl would have as much diffi-
: In marrying among such peoples
suld & groom too poor to offer a
able pumber of cattle or a satis-
opnt of cash for a bride.
Indlans appear to have
romance, health and good
in their marriage ABITADEe-
The housex in thelr villages
constructed that one must, to
first climb upwanrd for several
and then enter a doorway and
down hualf as far inside. The
ld-he suitor for the hand of a se-
ted damsel ties into & bundle sam-
of whatever would be acceptable
his prospective father-in-law and
out for the house of his fair one
As he reaches the threshold of the

quite
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Among Austiralian

| dwelling, some one of the family with-

| tn calls out

| aided up and down the stalrway, and If
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| please the head of the family the sim-
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held on | Keams Canyon, Arizona,
it ix belleved to be an| gory education it In vogue, she usually

and asks his mission. He
replies that he desires to enter. If he
fs considersd llkely to be greected and
size and contents of his bundle
nle muttering of a few words unites
« couple. But unless the groom Is &
fine specimen of Indian he must in-
crense his barter price !n order to ap-
pease the girl and her parents.
Among the Navajoes horses usually
prove the currency ussd for such oc-
casions. A bride’s physical develop-
ment and muscular strenfth must Indl-
cate that she can manage the hogan
(house), weave those wonderful rugs
that are the despalr of Imitators and
ratse a flourishing family to help tend
flocks of sheep. But there is ro-

o1, thers are men In the tribe who.
dlsappointed In love, not Infrequently
dle 0f what we term “a broken heart”
but always, he declared, the falr ob-
ject of such adoration is & buxem
of unquestionable health and

perfection.

Health Part of Dowry.

The Hopl Indlan malden iz expected
to bring with her a dowry of rugs and
a splendid constitution. In these days
of the excellent Government schools at
whera compul.
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manticism of June Weddin

It Has Long Been Tried in Other Lands

And With Due Success— Wedding Customs

of Even Unenlightened Peoples Shows

Regard For Hygienic Rules —Various Races
And Their June Matings. -
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possesses also a knowledge of hyglenic
housekeeping and dressing; but her
future lord and master insists that she
be able to pass any examination the
medicine man of the tribe may propose.
Cilmblng up angd down the precipitous
cliffs st Oraibi, where she lives, gives
the malden a vigorous strength.

At the wedding proper. certain in-
eantations and rites are indulged in to
ward off evil and {llness from the mar-
riage. For thls eccasion her ankles are
wrapped closely with sheepskin: dainty
moccasins encase her feet; the univer-
sal vell, or “face covering” |s donned
to protect her from the mallgnant de-
mons that hover about bridal couples
and she carries a rolled wedding mst
that would create envy in the breast
of even an helress bride.

Everywhere one finds this tendency
to shield the bride with a vail from
observation and from the supernatu-
ral attack of forces thut would mar the
perfect fitness she Is expected to dis-
play at marriage.

The custom of having weddings at
night, so generally observad, dates back
to primitive tribes—and is still in
vogue among semi-civillzed races—who
believed that the darkness was addl-
tional protectlon agailnst the evil eye.
Today, In & surprising number of
countries the bride and groom must 0
through the entire cersmony and even
be wedded for days without gazing
directly at sach other, 80 dangerous !s
it conaidered to thair future health. Tn
Moroceo, among the Maoris, In the Bar-
bar Islands and among orthodox Jews
weddings rarsly ever take place in the
day time.

The ancient Romans compelled a pro-
spective bridegroom to go Io his bride’s
home through darknesse In the early
days in Sparta a groom always had
supper on lLis wedding night with a
party of men friends and then went
to his newly wedded wife in’ the dark,
for the consummation of a marriage
except under the mantle of night was
considered detrimental to thelr well-
being. In certain South American
tribes & groom never looks upon his in-
tended until after the wedding cere-
mony. In thia case, too, he does so to
avold casting the evil eve upon her. A
Persian bridegroom goes through this
same form of suspense and for the same

reason.
1n Moracco the hridal pair sit sll day
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preceding thelr marriage upon a sort
of elevated sotiee, or throne, and never
once does the poor bride dare open her
tichtly-closed eyes for eoven a peep
at the man who Is to rule her life
Though expected to guard her in fu-
ture, he ls then & menace and all sorts |
of sickness will come apon her If she|
Happeéns to see Lim. The next day she|
\» married nnd conducted to her new
nome nt night by relatives and friends,
Carrying canilles and lanterns to daz-
zle the evil =pirits that may be about,|
they form & circle about her afid con-|
duct her, with her eyes still closed, to|
her husband's house. To insure her not
seeing, she wears a vell |

The South Celebes bride goas to her|
new domleile completely hemmed in
by relatives. Nearly a dozen brides-
maids attend her and also a married
woman—Iin our June wedding scheme
known as the matron of honor. Nowa-
days bridesmalds mre but an effective
background, but orlginally (and At
present mmong the Celebes) they ae-
companied the bride as evidonce that
thelr tribe was willing to entrust them
among the tribe into which the bride
was marrying. Then, too, the matron
of honor literally guarded the honor
of the wife and guarantesd her to be In
sound health.

The Jews of Jerusalem have a bridal
canopy under which they always stand.
This has come down from remote ages
ss symbolie of protection, though not
fn - the superstitious way the heathen
tribes see ft. With the former it is
considerad unmaldenfy and unwise for
the bride to gaze upon her husband dur-
ing the ceremony and her eyas are
veiled. For quite a&n !nterval prior 1o
the marriage the bride fasts and bathes
in certain olls and in many diverss
ways puts her body through a hyglenle
preparation while also preparing her
mind by meditation. She Is kept se-
eclyded and not allowed to be bothered
by earthly cares.

An American parallel for thiz cus-
tom Iz found In every home—from that
of the heiress to the shop girl “givin
up her job to be married" Always
the bride-¢lect is not allowed to seén
sirangers or to be consulted about the
weadding festivities. “The bride must
not be harassed,” Is allke the slogan
of the mysterlons East &nd the prac-
tical West. But the former cbeys It
on the grounds that health lx essential
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to happiness at the beginning of mar-
riage, while the latter follows it merely
because It 15 the cusiom.

Daunces Prove Gooid' Henlth.

The Chinese bride of Manchuria un-
covers her face for the first time the
day followinz the ceremony. A Corean
bride wears long slesves to her wed-
ding mown and hides her face behind
them when the sroom would look upon
hear. Among the Spanish-speaking
hrides of Mexico, where thelr costume
is especially pleturesque; the girl in-
variably has a mantilla handy for
stretching across her eyes If she finda
the groom gazing too intently at her.
And unless she can dance a fandango
with the nimblest and prove her clalms
to good heaith by the clenrneas of her
skin (all of which reported to the
would-be groom by the scouts he sends
ott to look over the girl), the chances
are he will never gaze upon her at all
with faver.

The Celestials ars the most prolifie
of all In their endeavors to placate the
evil spirits opposed to healthy, happy
marria and to browbeat them
they 11 mnot {eld amicnbly, The
bridal pair always travels under huge

mbrellas carried to conceal them from
opposed to matrimony. om
them also comes the proverb “happy
meanl: healthful—"ls the bride whom
the sun shines on.”” Thera they greol
the rlsing sun on their bridal morn to
insure o fruiltful and prosperous mar-
ried Jife,

Amsrican grooms who spend thelr
week previous to marriage In farewell
bachelor suppers and In
merous “goodbyes’”
well take n lésson In hygiene
prospective bridegroom of New
ain.  He 1ilera “takes to the
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the erass attended=by his best
A4 ushers, who dlet him properly
that his soul and body are in
harmony. The Korean custom
of permlitting the new husband to
on & honeymoon trip all by his lone-
soms within & week after his marriage
meems mighty selfishh and unlover-like
on face of It: but it Is based on »
h¥gitenic idea that It Is not well for a
cgoupls to be in the same house con-
tinyousiy during the first week or so
of marringe.

In Hulgaria the
The groom Is supposed to
doors and pay strict attention to all
the mpandates of hygiene for at least
two weeks following his wedding, while
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Lils hride gallavants around among her|

relatives—if ahe I»r still on speaking
terms with them.

One gueer tribe does not consider it
conducive to the high standard of
health desirable in a bride for her 1o
do any housework for at jeast three
vears., When sn Abyssinlan bride has
A sister ahe = expected to wenr & head-
dress ldantical with the hride's, inor-
der to confuse hovering devils ready
to pounce upon the engaged girl
ruln her health. For the sameé reason
a groom in South Celshes
by a best man dressed exactly like
himself—so {8 the besi man on upper
Fifth avenue,

Even in the most obscure of mar-
rlage ceremonles thlx endeavor (o
hoodwink some mysterious enemy of
weddings is found. Etudents have de-
clded that, love and madness belng
akin, the anclenta figured the greatesi
danger would be to the brain; hence
brides and grooms frequently ex-
changed hesd dresses, "Arry and "Ar-
rliet do It today Bs they walk out slong
the ‘Thames: so do the mnotorlous
Apaches of Parls. At Hungarian wed-
dings nothing s consldersad more fos-
tive than for the bride to don her hus-
band's cep, while he ppte on hers.

In Hungary a wedding lasts for days
and Includes many customs handed
down from an era when they all had
significance in coping with mallignant
spirita. After the ceremony & number
of the groom's friends sceks out the
vouple with a band for serenading pur-
poses; generally It escortg them to thelr
new home. There o continuous dance
is started both as & pleasure snd as =
test of the bride’s physical condition.
She must dance with each male guast
who gives her & “Kreutzer.” Before
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Among Moraviangs, as the bridegroom’s
party sets out fy : home of the
bride the best man warches around
them three times In ‘ession wield-
|ing n sword which ig expected to de-
capitate any lurking enemiea of un-
earthly nature that may tegging
|along to do harm to the health of the
couple.

No dwellers under the same roof In
Arabla are ever expected to wed With
nomnds, this applies to the tent flap.
t in considered entirely wrong from a
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In Norway, where
mosf gorgeous, towerlng
with many mock Jewelz and & wonder-
| fully hnnd-en nidere Ve Lt hodico
and skire, 1t is ¢ 101 ¥ to drink from
the same cup at the wedding They
put a very high vaulue on heaith and
the buxom speciman of young waoman-
hood in her brida! attive splendidly
{Nustrates the tvpe considered beau-
tiful.

The Chinese provide refreshments for
their guests mnd for attending spirits
aof ancestorz who might otk rise bé-
caome miffed and wish (11 kealth upon
the bride and groom, The gnuple drinks
from two cups fastened Logetber by A
silken thread,

Morocco na=® the honor of Invanting
the marringe custom of drinking from-
g glasy and then breaking It. A priest
hands the bridal couple o glass of wine
ifter having blessed it They each
drink from ir and it s then smashed—
that no one may drink from it later to
thelr bad health or mlsfortune,
(Copyright, 1812, by Caroiyn Cross.)
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