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B

ng Birds from Plu

.S. STARTS RESERVATION IN MID-PACIFIC

Millions of Birds of Every Kind Flocking to This Protected
Paradise—Returning Scientists tell of Experiences With
Feathered Flocks—Story of Poachers’ Cruelties, Before
Uncle Sam Took>Charge—Bird Dances.

Wailer A Fusier:

esting places in the world Is

Uncle Bam's home for birds in ths
middle of the Pacific Ocean recently
established by the Government. On Lwo
islands, thousands of miles from the
beatan track of commarce, tucked away
ia a little cornmer of the world all by
itself. is a veritable bird paradise. It
is truly a wonderful sight to seo the

ORE of ths mest unique and inter-

mililons upon milllons of sea birds of|
every imaginabla species that flock to|

the two places — Laysan and Bird
Island, of the Hawallan group. And
what (s probably mors wonderful. a
visitor to the lslands can sg¢e one of
the most remarkable apeciacies ever
beheld by human eyes—wild Dbirds
daneing. Anyons might wvisit all thes
menageries and zoos the world over
and nevar see such a thing as large

sea birds axecuting n quadrills and re-
peating the same antics over and over

agaln. From what sclantists say, it
Jooks as if the birds were going
through an actual drill llke soldlers.

After they have gone through the en-
tire evolution they will immediately
start At the beginning and do the
same thing agaln, apparently enjoying
the game Immensely

During ths dance the birds executs
many bowing motlons as {f they were
saluting each other, and the sclentists
who hava just returned to Washington
say that when a human belng gEoes
ameng them while they are Interested
in thelr dances and bows, the birds
gravely return the bow and continue
thelr amusement. When It is remem-
bered that these are wild birds, It Is
nothing short of marvelous to ses their
utter fearleasness of man. Ordinarily
All wild ereatures are afraid of man,
But this I=s the exception. The mem-
bers of the recent expedition went
among them day after day, and had
difficulty to avold stepping upon them
And this notwithstanding the fact that
only & short while before Uncle Sam
took charge Japanese poachers had de-
stroyed almost every vestige of
Jife on the islands

History of the Preserve.

On account of the great dva:*u-!'_nr..v

ef birds all over the world, and ea-
pecially of Iate years in the United
Biates, the Federal Government real-

ized that something had to be done to
prevent complete annihilation of bird
life. Only a few vears ago tha rav-
agess of plume hunters bacame $0 great
A5 L0 cause & universal outcry agalnst
the ruthless slaughter. 1t continued
for pome time. until finally Uncle Sam
entered the lista and established res-
srvations or homes for birds I various
sections of tha United States, from
which the bhird hunter was excluded
under penalty of heavy fine and ime.
prisonment. After seelng that the bird
citlzens at home were protected, It
occyrred to the authorities that some-

mase

Old Guarno Shed Filled Witk Thousarnds OF Bird Wrripgs.'

Crrcle Sorpr i
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Agricultural Year Book just issued.

“] have seen many peculiur and un-
usval sighis ‘n my Tretime,’” sald Mr
Fisher, whan requestad to tell of his
experience on the lzlands, “but I have
naver yet witnesses anything among
wild birds so Intensely Interesting and
amusing as the performance I saw on
the Island of Laysan.

“From my study of albatrosses they
seem to have an Innate objection to
idlansss and seldom stand around do-
ing nothing, but spend much time In &
curious performance, It has been
called courting by some people, but as
tha antics are carried on during the
biréds' residence of about 10 months on
the island., 1t is probably an amuse-
ment In which the albatross Indunlges
immoderately., This game, or what-
ever one may wish to call it may have
originated during the mating period,
but it certainly has long since lost any
such significance.

bird |

thing ought to be done for the feath-
ersd tribe at sea,

About this time many sallors report-
ed sesing vast flocks of ssa birds In

the vicinity of the Hawallan Islands |
particuiariy on Laysan and Bird |
Island. The Government promptly If

sant its sclentists to Investigate., and|
shartly thereaftar & proclamation was
issusd by President Roosevelt estab-
lahing ths homs for birds in the mid-
dle of the Pacific Ocean. Up to this
time there were 51 bird reservationa
set axida In the United Etates proper,
but this s the first time In the his-|
tory of the world that a government
has undertaken to protect bird life at
A,
Mr. Flaber's Nerrative.

Walter K. Fisher was the first sclen-
tist sent out by the bureau of fisheries
and his parrative of bird lifs on Lay-
san Ialand is one of the most Inter-
esting doouments ever published by
the Government A lltile later Profes-
sor Homer R DIll, of the State Uni-
versity of lowa, mads a trip to ths
islands and onlv recently returned. This
expedition was conducted unfler the
direction of Dr. Henry W. Henshaw, of
the hioclogical survey, at Waakington.
and Ita unuszally Interesting results
are published for the first time i the

-

The Nidicuions Dance.

“The dance Is porformed something
like this Two albatrosses apprcach
each other, bowing profoundly and
all the time Next they fence a little,
| crossing bills and whetting them to-
| gether, pecking meanwhile, and drop-

Ing stiff little bows. Suddenly one

lifts its closed wing and nibbles at the
feathers underneath, or, rarely, If In a
hurry, merely turns its head and tacks
its blll under its wing. The other bird
during this short performance assumes
a statuesque pose and elther looks from
slde to side or snaps Iits blll loudly &
few times. Then the first bird bows
once, and, polnting !ts head and beak
stralght upward, rises on its toes, puffs
out its breast, and utters a prolonged
nasal groan. ths other bird snapping
its bill loudly and rapldly at the same

time. Sometimes both birds raise thelr
heads in the &lr and either ons or
both utter the indescribable and ridle-

ulous bovine groan. When they hawve
finished they beagin bowing again, rap-
idly and alternately, and. presently re-
peat the performance, the birds re-
versing their roles in the game. There
is mo hard and fast order to these an-
ties, which seamen rather aptly call a
‘enke walk, bdut many variations oe-
cur. Eometimes three engage in the
play. one dividing its attention betwesn
two. They are always most pelite, naver
losing thelr tamper or offering any
vielence. The whole affalr partakes
of the natlire of a snappy drill, and
is more or less mechanical.
“Occaslionally one will lightly plek
up a twig or grass straw and present
it to the other. This one does not ac-
cept the gift. however, but quickly re-
turns the compliment. Then straws are
promptiy dropped and all begin bdowing
and walking about as if thelr very lives
depended upon (L. § have seen as many
as 30 couples hard at work bowing and
groaning on all sides. and paying not
the slightest attsntion to my presence.
When walking thruogh grassy portions
of the island I have noticed whits
heads bobbing up and down above the
green, as solitary palrs were amusing

themsalves away from the larger con-{p

gregationa of thelr kKind. If 1 walked
up to them they would stop and gaze
still

off, g, with cne eye in m¥x
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| direction. Having reached what they
considered a respectful distance, they

would fall to and resume their play.
Courtly Toward Human Belngs.

“Should & person enter a group of
albatrosses engaged In this diversion
and begin to bow very low, the birds
will walk around In & puszied sort of
way, bowing In return, a curious fact,
which F. H. Vaan Kittlitz recorded as
early as 1834: "“When Herr Isenbeck
met one, he used 10 bow to i1, and they
were polite enough to answer, vowing
and cackling."

“One moonlight night we strolled
over the lsland after mocturnal petrels
and visited a portlon of a popuious
albatrosa colony. The old birds ware
still hard at work executing that queer
‘aong dance,’ and in the uncertain light
the effect was one long to be remem-
bered., Thelr white plumage made them
consplicucus for a great distance over
the stretches near the lagoon. From
all sides the sound of their groans and
bill-smapping was audible above the
continual thin. high squeak of young
albatrosses and ths moans and cater-
wauling of shearwaters and petrels
During a quieter spell In the activities
af the vocallsts [araway groans were
borne to us across the placid lagoons.
as a reminder that in other parts the
good work was still golng on. By this
time many of the birds had started off
fishing, as they seem to do & large part
of it after dark, probably toward morn-
ing.

“Two very striking Iacts at once Im-

press the visitor to these Islands—the
great number of birda and thelr sur-
prising tameness. The effect of this is
at first nearly overpowering. Birds
are everywhere, and the nolss is deaf-
ening. When we made our Wway
through a populous colony of sooty
terns we had to exercise much care to
avold crushing thelr eggs and treading
on the birds, They would struggle
panic stricken before us with the  old
ruse of & broken wing, and then sud-
denly taking flight, swarmed over our
heads,, If we wanted to talk, we had
to shout in order to be heard.

“1 an interesting experience
while standing in a group of alba-
trosses. ©One of them came up and
peered Into my face, and, finding my
Intentions good, proceeded to examine
inquisitively the polished top of my
tripod. Many of the young birds would
allow themselves to be stroked after
a2 ludicrous show of displeasure, and
would soon appear as [f they had
known us always The Iittlea ralls
stamparad hither and thither, Iike
diminutive barnyard fowls, but soon
returned eraning thelr necks to dis-
cover why they had retreated. When
we sat working, not Infrequently the
little miller bird came and perched for
4 momsznt on our table and chair
backs, and the Laysan finch and rall
walked about our feet in busy ssarch
for flles and bits of meat. The beau-
tiful little red honey-eater visited us
each day at meal time, and sought for
‘millers’ in ths crannies and seams be-
tween the boards. Thus, wherever we

and were trusted by the birdsa It
seems a most touching and unique ex-
perience, and one which demonstrates
all toe forelbly the attitude of wild
creatures which have not yet learnsd
that man s usually an enemy.

Ialand Realdents Take Turas.

“In spite of the excellent use of aill
the space at thelr disposal, the birds
on this (sland would not be able to
tfind room if all arrived at tha same
time. So they take turns, Some =pecles
leave the the place as soon as their
young are strong enough to fly, and
whils the former occupant Is leaving
the newcomers already hegin to ar-
rive. Thus thers is a constant coming
and golng, and It follows that breed-
ing specles are found at almost every
season of tha year, & fact which is re-
markable even in the troples, where the
breeding season is generally less Teg-
ular than In our latitudes, In this way
a definite succession, which probably
dates back thousands of years, lakes
place vear after year in the arrival
and dJdeparture of certain specles of
birdse.

“The sooty terns—a beautiful bird—
are to be seen In great numbers on
these Islands, The birds don't llks to
leave their nast. and scold soundly be-
fore finally slipping off. When at last
driven, they limp away, dragging thelr
wings !n a painful manner, just as our
own birds do. Thus, here, on a little
island, Is this firmiy !mplanted instinet
strongly In evidence, and practiced

whera It can be of no posaible ad-

DEFENSIVE BASEBALL BY *“

HAL” CHASE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

rectly In front of the catcher when he
gets the ball In his glove, It s necessary
for the catcher to step to one side of
tha plate befors getting the ball started
for second.

The Ball ta FPlay.

wafter taking the step Into a free
throwing position the man with a big
mitt also nesds to steady himself before
ha can deliver the ball with any assur-
ance of accuracy. The defensive move
to overcome this handicap Is to have
the pitcher send up the ball high and
tant several feet wide of the plats on
the sides unococupled by the batter.

“Then the catcher I8 got In a perfect
position to get the ball away quickly
the instant he recelves it This Is one
of the oldest of p ticed defensive
plays,

“It was used by all the famous old
batteries of baseball history and yet
many ardent admirers of the sport are
not wize to it even now.

~3omatimes the battery wlill waste as
many as three pltches In this strategic

affort to nall a basg-runner with sus-
pected puricining proclivities. Then If
the suspect. contrary to the cusiomary
rocudure of swift base-runners, should
decide to stick to first a bass on balls
may be the vexatious result of the desp-

of our star boxmen prove equal to the
occanion and no damage !s done to our
deféensive efforis even though the con-
gpiracy has fafled.™

“In the defenss of the Infield how do
you fellows judge so closely where low
liners and groundsary most often go?”

“Oh, that's a very s!mple but well-
caicuinted matter. TYou ses, wa know
some batters cannot get the alant stroke
on & high fast ball. and that means, if
they connect, the ball will take a nearly
stralght rebound direction, pssing close
to the plitcher.

“The second baseman and shortstop
move over falrly clese to the middle
bag in that case, being tipped off by
the catcher's sign to the boxman.

“Almost any batsman esn pull a slow
one dewn elther foul llne If he meeots
the ball with good judgment, hut the
slow ones ars not as easily judged for
sclentific batting, and therefors ars of-
ten the most effective.

*It is very unlikely that sny left-
handed batsman will guctesd In pulling
the ball toward first base Iif it comes up
close over the inside corner. The same
deductlon may be applied té right-band-
ers’ chances of hitting in the direction
of third base.

“So you see wa have various ways of
getting a line on the probable direction
of all balls™

“Then with s fast runner on first and

at me In a deprecating way, and walk | 1sid
bowin

“In these tight places, however, many

a left-handed batter up, In dlmq;

ity instructed to hit toward right field
so that a single would give the man on
first & chance to makes third on the hit,
the pitcher would be signed to keep the
ball in close to the batter, wouldn't he?

“Yes, that's It; and Iif the plicher
makes good his Instructions the best
the man at bat is likely to produce is an
infleld rocket for the first baseman to
corral.”

At this juncture of the Interview, my
subject having unexpectadiy ceased to
expatiate, T found myself flahing for a
new guestion. The walt presented Hal
Chase with hils first good opportunity
1o excuse himself and he made the most
of an evident desire to end our talk and
g2t busy on the ball field.

“Now if you'll excuse me, I'll go out
and get a little much-needed batting
practica,” he said, at the same time
mnk.ln:d'.- move In the direction of the

Fesling that I bad nearly pumped him
dry on the wital points of defensive
baseball, I bad no desirs to detain him
further.

As wes parted. a eouple of urchins,
loitering about the fleld entrance, came
up to me. They looked at Hal's retreat-
fng figure and asked:

“Isn’t that Hal Chase, mister?™
~1C 18" sald 1. 1

- two,
firmt

wont wa wers frea to watch and learn, |

vantage to the bhird. Sometimes =
dozen or more will struggle on ahead
of @ pedeastrian, trampling over each
other and erying incessantly, kicking
eggs to the right and left in & mad en-
deavor to escape, while overhead their
fellows keep up an Incessant screaming.
There Is always o great cloud of these
birds flying back and forth over the
eolony. even when no disturblng ele-
ment is present. They seem to need
the nervous excitement Just at sun-
riges they are most nolsy. for then thay
ars returfiing from the sea, where I
have heard them at various times dur-
Ing the nlght.
The Old Love Birds.

“The white tern, or love bird, as It is
sometimes called, Is one of the least
abundant of ths saa birds on this laland.
The alr of independence they assume
is very amusing. A peculiar trait of
tha white tern Is !ts hadlt of occas-
fonally depositing an egg on the bare
Itmb of a bush. Here the bird stands
over It, with confidance bora of =uccess
probably, and the young is undoubted-
1y hatched, though we saw none. We
wntehec the bird sitting on the egg and
when sha flew off It was not disturbed
In any way. It is safe to sssume. that
a heavy wind would play havoe If this
babit werp general, We fraquently saw
these terns resting near thelr ‘homes,’
the two standing side by slde, but they
do not seem to brood so much as other
species. They do not sit on thelr egg In
the ordinary manner, but stand over It
as thelr legs are =hort."

Returning to the subject of the
albatross, Mr. PFisher sald: “There
seems scarcely a tussock of grass that
has not an ungaldly young bird in its
shadow ready to smap at the Intruder
with a show of ferocity. These amusing
creatures sit on their heels with the
whole length of the body on the ground,
or tiitad slightly In the alr. Thelr spare
time iz spent In gazing stupidly around,
but If thelr reveris iz at all disturbed
by one passing too near they fly into an
apparent rage, lean forward and anap
thelr beaks viciously, or sway their un-
couth bodles from side to side in a
frantle attempt to malintain a balance.
Sometimes they make a rush, waddling
tlong and darting their heads back and
forth to the music of clicking mandl-
bles. But they seldom come to the
point of fighting. and can always be
petted back to.good temper.”

This Interesting story Is told by Mr.
Fishar of the arrival of A new species
of birds on the lsland while the sclen-
tists were there. "1 remember most
vividly the evening of August 17, when
the first petrels arrived. They came by
hundreds. The next morning there were
more, and on the third day thousands
filled the &ir. The new guesis wero
pratty birds, barely of the slize of & do-
mestic plgeon, but they bagan to doml-
nate all the Island in such & way that
the few palrs of tropic birds, terns and
others still breeding, made way befors
them as If they could not stand these
nolsy neighbors. They are, on land,
nocturnal, and at once took posssssion
of their thousands of subterranean bur-
rows, In the bright moonshins one
bould see thein busily engaged in re-

the loose sand from holas,

unterss

lapsad since they had left them. Loving
couples selected thelr nests and fought
hard for them against intruders. Quars
rels, fighty and clamor became unceas-
Ing: in o few days there was no spot
with sandy soil where the ear-splitting
‘song’ of these petrels could not be
‘heard. Under every bush, between our
luggage and cases, ana, ales, xlxo under

our bedroom thelr tune was raised. 1t
Is m cross hetween the sound that
‘drives men to madness’ and the cries
of mew-born bables. which are only
harmonious to thelr devotead parents.
The face of the (sland way entirely
changed ™

Serlous Side of the Bird Problem.

Turning to the more serious aide of
the bird problem, Dr. Henry W. Hen-
shaw, U'ncle Sam’s chief bird man, talls
something of the history of buird life
and the inhuman cruelty of Japanese
poachers on Laysan and Bird Islands
before Uncle Sam took charge.

“The spread of clvilization and the
use of wild lands, added to the deptrucs

tion of animals for food adornment,
clothing and sport, threaten the very
éexistence of many specles of native
birds And mammals” sald Dr. Hen-
shaw. “The necessity of regulating
the killlng of game was percelved

early In our colonial history, and even
the meed of caring for our insactivor-
ous birds found recognition about 1850,
Only in recent years, however, has the
importance been recognized of protect-
ftng the large class of birds which ars
worthy of preservation because of
their beauty, grace and harmlessnoss.
It such birds add nothing to our ma-
terial wealth, they beautlfy the world
and greatly Increase thé Joy of Nving.

“It 8 n refuge for seabirda that
Laysan and Bird Islands are chlefly
notable. The reefs and waters about
Laysan and the other Isiand fuirly
teem wfth fish, crustacesns, squids and
other forms of sea life, thus affording
food Ia abundance for sea fowl as
well ns solltuda and protection for
them and thelr young. For ages these
ocean wanderers liave found the Is-
lands an i{deal home, and At certain
seusons swarmed there covering every
bit of avallable territory, and all in all
forming perhaps the most unique bird
rookery in the world. Off Laysan
slone several milllon birds breed every
year,

The Ponchera' Cruelties.

“Not all the birds that resort to this
ttle island could possibly nest on It
at one and tha same time, and as the
result of ages of eoxporlence each
apecles comes In turn and thus securas
room. Schsuinsland, r noted sclentist,
who spent three months on the island
in 1826, compared the birds' domestie
arrangementa there to the series of
flats In a large town. The petrels and
shearwaters nest in underground bur-
rows; above them In the bushes nest
the Laysan fineh and the miller bird,
while the uppermost accommodationsa
are taken by the boobles and the man-
o'-war birds. The breeding season cov-
ers practically every month In the
year. After blding their time, hither
come to nest thousands of terns, pet-
Tels, shearwater, gannets, man-o'-war
birds, and albatrosses. In all, more
than two dozén specles of land and rea
birds inhablt Laysan during the year.
FProfessor Dill estimated that at the
time of his wisit upward of 1,000,000
ser birds were nesting on the island.

“When Professor DIll first visited
Laysan it appeared as {f the poachers
had stripped the place of bird life. An
area of more than 300 acres on cach
side of the bulldings was spparantly
abandoned. Only the shearwaters moan-
ing in their burrows, the lttle wingless
rall skulking from one grass tussock
to another, and the saucy finch re-
malned. It was an excellent example
of the survival of the inconsploucus.

“On every side wersa bones bleaching
In the sun, showing where the poachers
piled the bodies of the birda ax they
stripped them of wings and feathers
In the old open guano shed were séen
the remains of thousands of wings,
which ware placed there, but never
cured for shipping. ss the marauders
wera Interrupted in thelr work.

Starving Birds to Dealh,

“An old cistern back of one of the

buildings told a story of cruelty that
surpasses anything dJdone by these
heartless plrutes, not excepting the
practice gf cutting the wings from liv-
ing birds and leaving them to dle of
hemorrhage. In this dry clatern the
Uving birds were kept by hundreds to
ptarve to death. In this way the fatty
tigsue !ying next to the skin wag used
up and the skin was left free from
greass, sp that It required little or no
cleaning during the preparation.
“Many other revolting sights, such
as the remains of young birde with
broken legs and deformad beaks were
to bs seen. Xilling clubs, nots and
other implementa used by these marau-
ders wers lylng all about. Hundreds
of boxes to be used In shipping the
skins were packed in an old sullding.
It was very evident they Intended to
e on their alaughter so long an
the birds lasted. Not only dld they
%1l and skin ths larger speclss, but
they caught and caged the tiny honay-
eater and the milier bird. Cages and
material for making them were found
in many places.
“Everything is different now, how-
ever. Bince Uncie Sam took active
charge, his bird citizens have baen in-
creasing rapldily, and the lsiands look
today very much ns they did befora
the poachera came. And just as soon
as the ald of Congress can be enlisted
in the catse it s the intention of the
Government further te safeguard the
interests of the feathered tribaz at sea,
by the appointment of a watden, with
one or two assistants, Lo sse that neo
harm comes their way in the futyre.”

“Geoe,” said the hlﬁu‘ of the
“but I'd ke to see h -pnl:.{tht
bag agin. He's the only Hal"

moving
most of which had more or lsss col-
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