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of the most unique and
OWE places In the world la

Sam's home (or birds In the
middle of the Pacific Ocean recently
established by the Government. On two
Islands, thousands of miles from the
beaten track of commerce, tucked away
la a little corner of the world all by
itself. Is a veritable bird paradise. It
la truly a wonderful sight to see the
millions upon millions of sea birds of
every Imaginable species that flock to
the two places Laysan and Bird
Island, of the Hawaiian group. And
what la probably more wonderful, a
visitor to the islands can see one of
the most remarkable spectacles ever
beheld by human eyes wild birds
dancing--- Anyone might visit all the
menageries and soos the world over
and never see such a thing as large
sea birds executing a quadrille and re-

peating the same antics over and over
again. From what scientists say. It
looks as If the birds were going
through an actual drill like soldiers.
After they have gone through the en-

tire evolution they will immediately
start at the beginning and do the
same thing again, apparently enjoying
the game immensely.

During the danoe the birds execute
many bowing motions as if they were
saluting each other, and the scientists
who have Just returned to Washington
say that when a human being goes
among them while they are Interested
in their dances and bows, the birds
gravely return the bow and continue
their amusement. When it is remem
bered that these are wild birds, it Is
nothing short of marvelous to see their
utter fearlessness of man. Ordinarily
all , wild creatures are afraid of man.
but this Is the exception. The mem-
bers of the recent expedition went
among them day after day. and bad
difficulty to avoid stepping upon them.
And this notwithstanding the fact that
only a short while before Uncle Sam
took charge Japanese poachers had de-

stroyed almost every vestige of bird
life on the Islands.

Hlatory of the Preserve.
On account of the great destruction

of birds all over the world, and es
peclally of late years in the United
States, the Federal Government real-
ised that something had to be done to
prevent complete annihilation of bird
Ufa. Only a few years ago the rav-
ages of plume hunters became so great
aa to cause a universal outcry against
tha ruthless slaughter. It continued
for some time, until finally Uncle Sam
entered the lists and established res
ervations or homes for birds rn various
sections of the United States, from
which the bird hunter was excluded
under penalty of heavy fine and Im-
prisonment. After seeing that tha bird
citizens at home were protected, it
occurred to the authorities that some
thing ought to be done for the feath
red tribe at sea.
About this time many sailors report

ed seeing vast flocks of sea birds in
the vicinity of the Hawaiian Islands,
particularly on Laysan and Bird
Island. The Government promptly
sent Its scientists to Investigate, and
shortly thereafter a proclamation was
Issued by President Roosevelt estab-
lishing the home for birds in the mid
dle of the Pacific Ocean. Up to this
time there were 51 bird reservations
set aside in the United States proper,
but this Is the first time in the his-
tory of the world that a government
has undertaken to protect bird life at
sea--

Mr. Ftaber Narrative.
Walter K. Fisher waa the first scien-

tist sent out by the bureau of fisheries,
and hia narrative of bird Ufa on Lay-se- n

Island la ona ft the most inter-
esting documents ever published by
the Government. A little later Profes-
sor Homer R. Dill, of the State Uni-
versity ef Iowa, made a trip to the
inlands and onlv recently returned. This
expedition waa conducted under the
direction of Dr. Henry Ti. Henshaw. of
tha biological survey, at Washington,
aad Ha unusually Interesting results
are published for the first time la the,
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Tear Book Just Issued.
"I have seen many peculiar and un

usual sights In my retlme," said Mr.
Fiaher, when requested to tell of his
experience on the islands, "but I have
never yet witnesses anything
wild birds so intensely interesting and
amusing as the performance I aaw on
the Island of Laysan.

"From my study of albatrosses they
seem to have an Innate objection to
idleness and seldom atand around do-
ing nothing, but spend much time In a
curious It has been
called courting by some people, but as
the antics are carried on during the
birds' residence of about 10 months on
the Island. It Is probably an amuse-
ment In which the albatross Indulges
Immoderately. This game, or wnat
ever one may wish to call It. may have
originated during the mating period,
but it certainly has long since lost any
such significance.

The TMdlcmloas Dance.
"The dance is performed something

like this: Two albatrosses approach
each other, bowing profoundly and
all the time. Next they a little.
crossing bills and whetting them to
gether, pecking meanwhile, and drop
ping stiff little bows. Suddenly one
lifts its closed wing and nibbles at tbe
feathers underneath, or, rarely. If in
hurry, merely turns its head and tucks
its bill under its wing. The other bird
during this short assumes
a statuesque pose and either looks from
side to side or snaps its bill loudly a
few times. Then the first bird bows
once. and. pointing Its head and beak
straight upward, rises on Its toes, puffs
out Its breast, and utters a prolonged

groan, the other bird snapping
Its bill loudly and rapidly at the same
time. Sometimes both birds raise their
heads in the air and either one or
both utter tha indescribable and ridic
ulous bovine groan. When they have
finished they begin bowing again, rap
idly and alternately, and. presently re
peat the performance, the birds re
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versing their roles in the game.
is no hard and fast order to these an
tics, which seamen rather aptly call a
cake walk, but many variations oc
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cur. Sometimes three engage in tbe
play, ona dividing its attention between
two. They are always most polite, never
losing their temper or offering any
violence. The whole affair partakes
of the nature of a snappy drill, and
is more or less mechanical.

one will lightly pick
up a twig or grass straw and present
It to the other. This one does net ac
cept the gift, however, but quickly re
turns the compliment. Then straws are
promptly dropped and all begin bowing
and walking about as if their very lives
depended upon it. 1 have seen aa many
aa 10 couples hard at work bowing and
groaning on all sides, and paying not
the slightest attention to my presence.
When walking through grassy portions
of the Island I have noticed white
heads bobbing up and down above tha
green, as solitary pairs were amusing
themselves away from tne larger con
gregations of their kind. If I walked
up to them they would stop and gase
at ma In a deprecating way, and walk
off. still bowing, with ona ay la my.
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direction. Having reached what they
considered a respectful distance, they
would fall to and resume their play.

Courtly Toward Humaa Belnga.
"Should a person enter a group of

albatrosses engaged in this diversion
and begin to bow very low, the birds
will walk around In a puzzled sort of
way, bowing in return, a curious fact,
which F. H. Van Klttlitx recorded as
early as 1834: 'When Herr Isenbeck
met one, he used to bow to it, and they
were polite enough to answer, bowing
and cackling.

"One moonlight night we strolled
over the island after nocturnal petrels
and visited a portion of a populous
albatross colony. The old birds were
still hard at work executing that queer
song dance,' and in the uncertain light
the effect was one long to be remem-
bered. Their white plumage made them
conspicuous for a great distance over
the stretches near the lagoon. From
all sides the sound of their groans and

was audible above the
continual thin, high squeak of young
albatrosses and the moans and cater-
wauling of shearwaters and petrels.
During a quieter spell In the activities
of the vocalists faraway groans were
borne to us across the placid lagoons,
as a reminder that in other parts the
good work was still going on. By this
time many of the birds had started off
fishing, as they seem to do a large part
of It after dark, probably toward morn
ing.

"Two very striking facts at once Im

rectly la front of the catcher when ha
gets the ball In his glove, it is necessary
for the catcher to step to one side or
the plate before getting the ball started
for second.

Tke Ball la Play.
'After taking tbe step Into a free

throwing position the man with a big
mitt also needs to steady himself before
he can deliver tha ball with any assur-
ance of accuracy. The defensive move
to overcome this handicap Is to have
the pitcher send up the ball high and
fast several feet wide of the plats on
the side unoccupied by the batter.

Then tha catcher is set in a perfect
position to get the ball away quickly
tbe instant he receives it This Is one
of the oldest of practloed defensive
plays.

"It was used by all the famous old
wtarie. of baseball history and yet
many ardent admirers of the sport are
not wise to it even now.

"Sometimes the battery will waste as
many aa three pitches in thla strategic
effort to nail a base-runn- er with sus
pected purloining proclivities. Then if
the suspect, contrary to the customary
procudure of swift base-runner- s, should
decide to (tick to first a base on balls
may be the vexatious result of tha deep--
laid plot.

"In that tight places, cowever, many
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press the visitor to these islands the
great number of birds and their sur
prising tameness. The effect of this la
at first nearly overpowering. Birds
are everywhere, and the noise la deaf
ening. When we made our way
through a populous colony of sooty
terns we had to exercise much care to
avoid crushing their eggs and treading
on the birds. They would struggle
panic stricken before us with the .old
ruse of a broken wing, ami then sud-
denly taking flight, swarmed over our
heads.. If we wanted to talk, we had
to shout In order to be heard.

"I had an interesting experience
while standing In a group of alba-
trosses. One of them came up and
peered Into my face, and. finding my
intentions good, proceeded to examine
Inquisitively the polished top of my
tripod. Many of the young birds would
allow themselves to be stroked after
a ludicrous show of displeasure, and
would soon appear as if they had
known us always. The little rails
scampered hither and thither, like
diminutive barnyard fowls, but soon
returned craning their necks to dis-
cover why they had retreated. When
we sat working, not infrequently the
little miller bird came and perched for

moment on our table and chair
backs, and the Laysan finch and rail
walked about our feet in busy search
for files and bits of meat. The beau
tiful little red honey-eat- er visited us
each day at meal time, and sought for
millers' in tbe crannies and seams be-
tween the boards. Thus, wherever we

DEFENSIVE BASEBALL BY "HAL" CHASE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

of our star bozmen prove equal to the
occasion and no damage Is done to our
defensive efforts even though the con-
spiracy has failed."- -

"In the defense of the infield how do
you fellows Judge so closely where low
liners and grounders most often go?"

"Oh, that's a very simple but ed

matter. Ton see, we know
some batters cannot get the slant stroke
on a high fast ball, and that means, it
they connect, the ball will take a nearly
straight rebound --direction, pssing close
to the pitcher.

"The second baseman and shortstop
move over fairly dose to the middle
bag in that case, being tipped off by
the catcher's sign to the boxman.

"Almost any batsman can pull a slow
one down either foul line if he meets
the ball with good Judgment, but the
slow ones are not as easily Judged for
scientiflo batting, and therefore are of-
ten the most effective.

"It Is very unlikely that any left-hand- ed

batsman will succeed in pulling
the ball toward first base If It comes up
close over the Inside corner. The same
deduction may be applied tS right-hande- rs'

chances ef hitting in the direction
of third base.

"So you see we have various ways of
getting a line en the probable direction
of all batted balls."

"Then with a fast runner on first and
a left-hand- batter up, in all probabll- -
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went we were free to watch and learn,
and were trusted by the birds. It
seems a most touching and unique ex
perience, and one which demonstrates
all too forcibly the attitude of wild
creatures which have not yet learned
that man Is usually an enemy.

Island Realdenta Take Turns.
"In spite of the excellent use of all

the space at their disposal, the birds
on this island would not be able to
find room if all arrived at the same
time. So they take turns. Some species
leave the tbe place as soon as their
young are strong enough to fly, and
while the former occupant la leaving
the newcomers already begin to ar
rive. Thus there is a constant coming
and going, and it follows that breed
ing species are found at almost every
season of the year, a fact which is re
markable even in the tropics, where the
breedlnsr season is generally less reg
ular than in our latitudes. In this way
a definite succession, which probably
dates back thousands of years, . takes
place year after year In the arrival
and departure of certain species of
birds.

"The sooty terns a beautiful bird
are to be seen m great numbers on
these Islands. The birds don't like to
leave their nest, and scold soundly be
fore finally slipping off. When at last
driven, they limp away, dragging their
wings In a painful manner. Just as our
own birds do. Thus, here, on a little
Island, Is this firmly Implanted Instinct
strongly in evidence, and practiced
where it can be of no possible ad-

lty instructed to hit toward right field
so that a single would give the man on
first a chance to make third on the hit,
the pitcher would be signed to keep the
ball In close to the batter, wouldn't her

"Yes, that's it; and if the pitcher
makes good his Instructions the best
the man at bat Is likely to produce Is an
Infield rocket for the first baseman to
corral."

At this juncture of the Interview, my
subject having unexpectedly ceased to
expatiate, I found myself fishing for a
new question. The wait presented- Hal
Chase with his first good opportunity
to excuse himself, and he made the most
of an evident desire to end our talk and
get busy on the ball field.

"Now if you'll excuse me, ril go out
and get little much-neede- d batting
practice." he said, et the same time
making a-- move in the direction of the
diamond.

Feeling that I had nearly pumped him
dry on the vital points of defensive
baseball. I had no desira to detain him
further.

As we parted, a couple of urchins.
loitering about the field entrance, came
up to me. They looked at Hal's retreat-
ing figure and- asked:

"Isn t that Hal unase, mister 7"
"It is," said I.
"Gee." said the bigger of the two,

"but I'd like to see him play that first
bag agin. He's the only Hal."
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vantage to the bird. Sometimes
doten or more will struggle on ahead
of a pedestrian, trampling over each
other and crying incessantly, kicking
eggs to the right and left in a mad en-
deavor to escape, while overhead their
fellows keep up an incessant screaming-Ther- e

is always a great cloud of these
birds flying back and forth over the
colony, even when no disturbing ele
ment is present. They seem to need
the nervous excitement. Just at sun-
rise they are most noisy, for then they
are returning from the sea, where I
have heard them at various times dur-
ing the night.

The Old Love Birds.
"The white tern, or love bird, as It is

sometimes called, is one of the least
abundant of the sea birds on this island.
The air of Independence they assume
Is very amusing. A peculiar trait of
the white tern is its habit of occas-
ionally depositing an egg on the bare
limb of a bush. Here the bird stands
over it, with confidence born of success
probably, and the young is undoubted-
ly hatched, though we saw none. We
watched the bird sitting on tbe egg and
when she flew off it was not disturbed
In any way. It is safe to assume, that
a heavy wind would play havoc if this
habit were general. We frequently saw
these terns resting near their 'homes,
the two standing side by side, but they
do not seem to brood so much as other
species. They do not sit on their egg In
the ordinary manner, but stana over it.
as their legs are short."

Returning to the subject of - the
albatross, Mr. Fisher said: "There
seems scarcely a tussock of grass that
has not an untralnly young bird in Its
shadow ready to snap at tbe Intruder
with a show of ferocity. These amusing
creatures sit on their heels with the
whole length of the body on the ground.
or tilted slightly in tne air. xneir spare
time is spent in gazing stupidly around,
but if their reverie Is at all disturbed
by one passing too near they fly into an
apparent rage, lean forward and snsp
their beaks viciously, or sway tneir un
couth bodies from side to side in a
frantio attempt to maintain a balance.
Sometimes they make a rush, waddling
along and darting their heads back and
forth to the music of clicking mandibles.

But they seldom come to the
DOint of fighting, and can always be
petted back to good temper."

This interesting story Is told by Mr.
Fisher of tha arrival of a new species
of birds on the island while the scien-
tists were there. "I remember most
vividly the evening of August 17, when
the first petrels arrived. They came by
hundreds. The next morning there were
more, and on the third day thousands
filled the air. Tha new guests were
pretty birds, barely of the size of a

pigeon, but they began to domi
nate all the island in such a way that
the few calrs of tropic birds, terns and
others still breeding, made way before
them es If they could not stand these
noisy neighbors. They are, on land,
nocturnal, and at once took possession
of their thousands of subterranean bur
rows. In the bright moonshine one
bould see them busily engaged in re- -
movine- - the loose sand zrom holes.
most of which had more or less col

lapsed since they had left them. Loving
couples selected their nests and fought
hard for them against intruders. Quar-
rels, fights and clamor became unceas-
ing; In a few days there was no spot
with sandy soil where the
'song of these petrels could not be
heard. Under every bush, between our
luggage and cases, and, alas, also under
our bedroom their tune was raised. It
Is a cross between the sound that
'drives men to madness' and the cries
of new-bor- n babies, which are only

The face of the island was entirely
changed."

Serious Side of the Bird Problem.
Turning to the more serious side of

the bird problem. Dr. Henry W. Hen-

shaw, Uncle Sam's chief bird man, tells
something of the history of bird life
and the inhuman cruelty of Japanese
poachers on Laysan and Bird Islands
before Uncle Sam took charge.

"The spread of civilization and the
use of wild lands, added to the destruc-
tion of animals for food, adornment,
clothing and sport, threaten the very
existence of many species of native
birds and mammals," said Dr. Hen-

shaw. "The necessity of regulating
the killing of game was perceived
early in our colonial history, and even
the need of caring for our Insectivor-
ous birds found recognition about I860.
Only In recent years, however, has the
Importance been recognized of protect-
ing the large class of birds which are
worthy of preservation because of
their beauty, grace and harmlessness.
If such birds add nothing to our ma-

terial wealth, they beautify the world
and trreatly Increase the Joy of living.

"It is a refuse for seabirds that
Laysan and Bird Islands are chiefly
notable. The reefs and waters about .
Laysan and the other Island fairly
teem with fish, crustaceans, squids and
other forms of sea life.thus affording
food In abundance for sea fowl, as
well as solitude and protection for
them and their young. For ages these
ocean wanderers have found the is-

lands an ideal home, and at certain,
seasons swarmed there covering every
bit of available territory, and all in all
forming perhaps the most unique bird
rookery in the world. Off Laysan
alone several million birds breed every
year. ,

The Poachers' Cruelties.
"Not all the birds that resort to this

little Island could possibly nest On It
at one and the same time, and as the
result of ages of experience each
species comes In turn and thus secures
room, achauinsland, a noted scientist,
who spent three months on the Island
In 1896, compared the birds' domestlo
arrangements there to the series of
flats In a large town. The petrels and
shearwaters nest In underground bur-
rows; above them in the bushes nest
the Laysan finch and the miller bird,
while the uppermost accommodations
are taken by the boobies and the man-O'-w- ar

birds. The breeding season cov-
ers practically every month In the
year. After biding their time, hither
come to nest thousands of terns, pet-
rels, shearwater, gannets, man-o'-w- ar

birds, and albatrosses. In all, more
than two dozen species of land and sea
birds inhabit Laysan during the year.
Professor Dill estimated that at the
time of his visit upward of 1,000.000
sea birds were nesting on the Island.

"When Professor Dill first visited
Laysan it appeared as if the poachers
had stripped the place of bird life. An
area of more than 300 acres on each
side of the buildings was apparently
abandoned. Only the shearwaters moan-
ing in their burrows, the little wingless
rail skulking from one grass tussock
to another, and the saucy finch re-
mained. It was an excellent example
of the survival of the inconspicuous.

"On every side were bones bleaching
In the sun, showing where the poacher
piled the bodies of the birds as they
stripped them of wings and feathers.
In the old open guano shed were seen
the remains of thousands of wings,
which were placed there, but never
cured for shipping, as the marauders
were interrupted in their work.

Starving Birds to Death.
"An old cistern back of one of the

buildings told a story of cruelty that
surpasses anything done by these
heartless pirates, not excepting tne
practice qf cutting the wings from liv-
ing birds and leaving them to die of
hemorrhage. In this dry cistern the
living birds were kept by hundreds to
starve to death. In this way the fatty
tissue lying next to the akin was used
up and the skin was left free from
grease, so that It required little or no
cleaning during the preparation.

Many other revolting sights, suen
as the remains of young birds with
broken legs and deformed beaks were
to be seen. Killing clubs, nets and
other Implements used by these marau-
ders were lying all about. Hundreds
of boxes to be used in shipping the
skins were packed In an old building.
It was very evident they Intended to
carry on their slaughter so long as
the birds lasted. Not only did they
kill and skin the larger species, but
they caught and caged the tiny honey-eat- er

and the miller bird. Cages and
material for making them were found
In many places.

"Everything Is different now, how-
ever. Since Uncle Sam took active
charge, his bird citizens have been In-

creasing rapidly, and the islands look
today very much as they did before
the poachers came. And just as soon
as the aid of Congress can be enlisted
in the cause it Is the intention of the
Government further to safeguard the .

Interests of the feathered tribes at sea.
by the appointment of a warden, with
one or two assistants, to eee that no
harm comes their way in the future."
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