BY WILLIAM ATHERTON DU BUTY.

RE you a duda? If so are you do-
A ing anything for it? Irf mot. do
vou know what to do for it? I

de. There are a thousand sanitariums
for you in the Rocky Mountalne. There
are ten thousand graduste cow punch-
ers as attendants. The vacation season
ts hare and the wild s calling. You are
or should be tagged an *it* for 30 days
or #0 days on a “Dude Ranch™ In our
own wild .uui woelly, cure guaranteed.
If you shave o\-‘erv day, i{f you wWear
a nocktie, If you live In a eity, you
eome under the classification of "Dude™
when you find yourself among the cow-
bows of the great West. If you deny
such an allegation you may be given
an opportunity to p e yourself. ) § 4
a galloping horse by

you can "“rope”
the front feet. if you can throw a dla-
mond Biteh upon a pack, If you can

pick A handkerchief from the ground
while riding at a breakneck pace on a
cow pony, you are not a Dude. Tou
are, therefore, proven worthy of some
degrans of respect in the cow country.
Likewiss have you proven that you
muy not be a source of revenus to the
“Dude Ranchers™ in those paris.

For there is a great new [ndustrial
fnstitution known as the “Dude Ranch”™
that fs overrunning the West. “Dude
Ranching” iz proving a calling that ia
vielng with that of branding the frolic-
pome maverick thay seeks to elude the
lariat—that tentacle of the mounted
man-creature. Under the oid regima,
in the werk of the open Tange. the
horse wrangler was an Important fune-
tonary. for ho it was who looked after
the well being of the herd of mounts
Taking this man as a. precedant, the
individual who looks after the well be-
ing of the orrant tenderfoot who finds
himself temporarily fn the wilds s
known as a “Dude Wrangler.,”™ Bo has
the new Industry of “Dude Ranching ™
and the new calling of “Dude Wrang-
ler™ come Into being

Loeation of Dude Ranches,

All the West Is golng Into the busi-
neas of Duds Ranching. All that re-
glon between Glacler Park, where the
Roeckles bdreak over into Canada In &
fimal extravagance of grandeur, to
Brownsville, where the Ria Grande
empties into the Gu!f and the chappa-
mal owerrung the plains, is becoming
the home of the Dude Rancher. From
historie San Antonlo and the plaing of
Ban Angelo “where Tom Occletree was
st homa"™ to the top of the earth at
Flagetaff Aris, and back again to
Bheridan, Wro, are scattered schools in
frontier life. They find thelir perfac-
tion, however, on the outskirts of the
Yaollowstone Nationul Park where the
Rockies of Wyoming still bSoast Te-
glons of greatest Isolation from the
disterding toot of the locometive. That
gEreatest of National playgrounds is lost
In half & Western state full of scenery
A good and furnishes a breeding re-
serve for more of the wild thinge of
the woods than are to be found else-
where.

Bo it i iIn Wyoming the Jdude
ranching has seen its higheft degree
of development. At Eheridan, akirted
by the Big Horn Mountains, which
witnesssd the massacres of Custer,
sheltered armies of Crow and Sloux

Northwest,
ranchers outfit for trips through these
megions of Tomance. At Cody, that
town that took Its name from Buffalo

and which rests in the shadow
of & "hog-back™ mountaln which is to
be the tomd of this fromtiersman when

Boen mhc Bimself the original
Trampus, the gambler took issue
with the Virginian, the plunge

south, Rock Springs glves another
opening into the park from the south
and into Jackson Hole, that izolated
nook into which driftt §0,000 of Uncle
Sam's elk each Winter in flght from
the greater cold of the mountnin tops.
What Are Dude Hanchea?
In the viclnity of all thesa towns
there have been great cattle ranches
aince white man first took up his home
In the West. These ranchas are still
groeat in thelr production of cattle and
shoap. But the barbed wire fance s
crowding In upon they AYOOoR-
tion of the men who rn-t.-'* the range Is
belng in & degres usurped and ancther
use Is belng mode of these sons of the
Wost. |
As the Tallroads came to Treach more
nearly all points in the West and
those who travel were thus brought
more easily in touch with the ro-
mance that hovers about its free life,

otl

ther

there grew up a demand for men to
show those charms to the uninitiate.
Gradually accessible ranches became

resorts to which occasional travelers
came 10 asolourn for vacation purposes.
Thesa told of the wonders they eaw
and vaocation seekers began to knock
at the doors of all the ranchmen of
the Weat. Thess, numbering in thelr
ancestry o frugal Yankes, ylelded to
this chance of profit

First & few ranches armanged to ex-
hibit the West unadorned to a few
travelera Others followad sult. Boon
it came to pasg that no cattle ranch
was complets without a well-devel-
opsd tourist department course In the
wild and wooly befors the opportunity
is finally gone forever.

These ranches are still ranches. The
cowboys who llve upon them mnra the
recl thing. Every seasgn they round
up, rope sand brand thodsands of head
of eattle. The dude (8 given the priv-
flege of seding this done. He may
even participate in the work of the
branding pen. The wild horans of the
plains are brought to corral, there
caught, tamed, ridden. These men of
the West go Into the woods and bring
back bear and elk and entelope and
deer as prises of the hunter. The
guest may do llkewise I!f his alm 1a
true and he falls not a victim of
“buck ague® Pack trains such =as
followsd Lewia and Clarke when they
first pushed 1into this unknown, are
made up and excursions lasting weeks
are miade Into the big mountalns. The
wonders of Yellowstome Park, of the
Tetons, of the Blg Hornae, are revealed.
The duda sleeps on hiz blankets in ths
depth of great forests, beside splash-
ing waterfalls and hears the scream
of the preying mountain lon.

What the Dmie Does.
The man of the Eust arrives at his
solected rewort after days on the traln
crossing the great prairie states, afiar
a night in a borderland hotsl of a
small cattls town, and after three
bours' ride in a rocking stagecoach. He
has seen the palnted face of an Indian
or two from a car window, and suom-
pects that this is war paint He has
bebeld the cowboy galloping into town
with his Jeggings and his swinging
lariat, and has beon surprised that the
community i so quiet and the towd
was not immediately shot uwp. With

strangely elusive through the weesks
that are to come,

Next morning ths Dufe is assigned
s horse and saddle and bridle all to
himself. A guardian cowboy takes him
In tow and gives him the first lessoms
In the art of the plaine. He is not
allowed to ride long this first day, for
his skin and muscles are soft and tem-
dar. Instead he i glven a fiahpole
and directed to & peariing stressn near-
by, and through the foremoon hs re-

the Catakills and the Alleghenles in
mind as hi!s ideal of what mountsins
are, he hkas been appalled at great
recky plles rising mile-high. B0 be
reaches ths Dude Ranch.

Here he !5 assigned s comfortable
bed in a log cabhin or a shelter teml
In the big ranch-housse he sits down
to A man's size dinner of fresh meat,
bolled vegstables, preserved frult and
milk—such quantities of milk. There
is something within him that prevents
his hand raising in protest at ths lib-
el guantities toe which he is sarved,
family strle it Is funny that that
satisfied is so alow in

calls the cunning of his youth in en-
snaring the finny denlzens of the wa-
ter. In & week he bas learned to ride,
has moguired a bit of toughness of
muscle, s sunburn, his imitation cow-
boy clothes have got set to him, and
he !s champing the bit for an oppor-
tunity to congquer the West
Becoming a Cowbor.

Probably a roundup is om at this
time. As s preliminary to thsat an-
nual gathering in of the herds for
branding the horsés must be brought
to the corral. Great numbers of horses
ares nesded at rouondup season, snd

feeling coming.
The secret 1s that this feeling is to be

majority of thess run wild mpon

~ INDUSTRY
IN THE WEST.

Industry Is Based on Teaching Tenderfeet How
to Throw Diamond Hitch, Wear “Chaps” and
Ride Wild Broncs—Well Developed Tourist
4] Department Now Part of all the ‘Big Ranches.

Boys, Too, Are Taught

range during the remsinder of the'
year., After 10 months' fresedom most
Wostern horses are as viclous as when,
i{n thelir youth, they Zfirst fought the
pull of the rope. It is the best sort
of Wild West show to witness the
catching and ths riding of these rangs
horsea wise are thers Yyoung

to be broken each year, and the

Jogs along after the cowboys sz they
cirele through given sections of ths
mountains on their drives for the cat-
tie. He witn the tration of

the Vigorous Life of

the Western Range and Some Women Take
Up Life in the Open — Conducting Hunting
« Parties as an Industry. -

Mountains, for instance, he may find
many & trip that is filled with the in-
terest of the blg events of the early
West. An excursion may lead to the
Crow Indian reservation, where, each
Fall, the annual festival is beld at the
agency and the eold traditioms of the
tribe-are agaln called into being. Near-
by is the battlefleld where Custer made
his Iast stand and was cut to pleces
The tarribie tale of the Petterman mas-
szore Is recalled by a visit to the very
place of (ti8 enactment. Again Is the
story of the Wagon Box Fight related
on the spot where a score of settlers,
entrenchad behind thelr wagon beoxes
kept at bay thousands -of savages and
took terrible toll of thair numbers
through the marksmanship that the
plains davelop.

In Buffalo Blil's Country.

All this is but preparstory, however,
for '"Dude Wrangling™ s the refine-
ment of the ranchman'sg art and comos
as the senlor course in the visiter's ed-
ueation. Has who wrangles dudes looks
after their wellbelng on extensive over-
land trips.

The best type of the Western town
that today exists ig Cody, Wyo. Here
is & town of 2000 aculs pitched in the
midst of & wvast expanse of plain and
hill and mountain and Inhabited by -as
choloce an asssortment of thoss active
epirits that go to maeke up the new
country as were ever gotten togelher.
Cody is the gate to the Yellowstone
Park from the esat. Around Cody are
Dude Ranches innurherabls, and from
fta vicinity annually wipnd scores of
cavalcades the membership of which
comas from all the world and the ob-
jects of the wandering of which is the
viewing of that array of natursl won-
ders which so od to Uncle Sam
that he has set It apart as a play-
ground for his children to the end of
tima,

All the folks that gather at ene of
these Dude Ranches during the Bum-
mer and have served thelr apprentice-
ship In the ways of the West and ac-
quired sufficlent vigor to ride 30 miles
a day on horseback, take op this pil-
grimage of wonder-seeing toward the
end of the season. Such a cavaleads
tas traveled but Sva miles out of Cody
untfl it iz In wonderland. It enters
l.ha.t. pcrpeadleulsr canyon of the Sho-

2 Biver which, & few mlilea further

falls and

-r"..h:"."

the center of this wonderland of the
world. The party is now In Yellow-
stone National Park, and for two wesks
it follows those routes which the ex-
perlenced guldes know lead past the
greatest of thoss wonders and furnish
the most ideal camping.

Everywhere it goes tho pariy carries
its own provisions, its own force for
pltching tents and providing food, and
leaves the tourist with only the respon-
sibllity of riding the trall or galloping
away to view whatever wonder may
prosant itself. A month of this wander-
ing, Arab fashlon, completas the edu-
cation of the man from the clty and
turns him back into the ordinary walks
of life as brown and strong as ao In-
diap, full of the enthusiasm over =a
world of which he had previously
known nothing and a perpetual advo-
cate of this new method of getiing
back to nature.

In Land of “The Virginian.”

Yet snother entrance to Yellowstone
National Park is from Landar to the
wouth. It was to Lander that Owen
Wister came to gather material for
“The Virgiman,” and it is thereabout
th;l. most of the originsls for the

# that app in his book are
to ba found There is to be seen a
dark-browsd, moccaain-shod denizen of
the saloons of the town from whom he
dArew Trampas. There he met Mlisou
Hines, who sctually swappsd bables at
& cowboy dance in thly community and
gave the idea to Wister for that chap-
ter of his book. On the road beyond
Jackson Holes is & log cabln In which a
notorious band of horse thieves took
refuge and fought to the death with
the suthorities that sought to capture
them, and gave rise to the story of
“Btave” and his ultimate executlon. The
visitor may view the builats of the bat-
tie embedded in the logs of the cabin.
The road he travels passed over the
graves of the two horsethieves who
werg that day killed. Every river that
is forded by such & party suggests to
its members the stream from which
The Virginian rescued Molly and thus
furnishes the Ilnsplration for many &
romance.

This trall likewise leads over Hoback
Pass and down into Jacksop Hole, that
community of them =il in the United
States that ls today most isolsted from
rallroad connection. In Jackson Hole
umutmammuuanmtu-
touched by outsids civilization. Here,
primarily, isn the home of the greatest
remnant of American elk In existence
today. All the woods roundabout are
-lq. In the Summer ::3

n.&"m"n‘:“&."‘n.

ter the deeper snows of the greater
elevations crowd them Into Jackson
Hole, where, befors the coming of man,
they were accustomed to get thelr
Winter provinder, Hers they still come
often in numbers ranging asé high ns
(0,000 When the snows are so deep
as to make it diffleult for them to get
to the Eruas below they often over-
run the farms and are with difficulty
kept from devouring all the hay in the
settlement. Often, also, does famine
take a terrible toll and the carcasses
of tens of thousands ars sometimes re-
vealad when the snow melts In the
Spring.

Hunting Big Game.

In all tha haunts of thia part of the
world Is to be found still in greater
numbers than elsewhere in the United
States the big game that once made
the Rocky Mountains famous. There
is to be found moose, olk, antelope,
deer, mountaln sheep, beaver, otter,
and many of the smallar creatures of
the wilds. There, also, still wanders
the atately bear as mopnarch of the
mountain resches. All thess may be
shot in season; and no hunter, under
the direction of the right sort of gulde,
neead return to his Eastern club with-
out a story to tell of thrilling encoun-
ters In the wilderness with any or all
of thess wild creatures.

Bome of these Dude Ranches make &
spacinity of boys from the age of 13
to 20. The idea Iis to get theses young-
sters when they are at the age when
the out-of-doora appeals most atrongly
and to give them a wvacation that will
open up for them all the world of na-
ture, and will. at the same tlme, de-
velop manly tralts and bhardihood. Some
of these runchmen make large partles
of such boys, which are accompanloed
by Instructors and physiclans, and
which make these extended excursions
a thousand Miles long through the
wild country. Down In Arizona there
in o schoo! established on such a basis
and maintained the year around. This

hool is at pr t attended by Archi-
bald Roosevelt, son of the ex-President,
and bis cousin, Nicholas Roosevell.

At pracdeally all of these ranches
both men and women are admitted Into
the mysteries of the West Woman
learns to ride no less readily than does
man, and In thess extended trips a
fact has been developed that has sur-
prised all concerned Woman has
here shown herself to have a greater
power of éendurance than hiass man. The
women from the homes of the city are
able to go thus Into the wilds to Im-
mediately take up the life there of-
fered, and to t the stress of It more

brother

: does her .
(Copyright, 1911, by 'W. A. DuPuy)




