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from mantioning the fact that my good
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an I ald within six weeks—this eamity
knew no bounds, especially when an
investigation falled to reveal precious
stopnes In his owna proparty.

“Clarabel's joy was plain when my

wealth was thus unexpectedly Iin-
creassd. It was simply, you under-
stand, & cane of find!ing diamonds where

no onn had presumed them to be. Dig-
ging for potatoes, I remember, brought
them to light 1 lavished gifts on the
woman of my heart as soon as I saw
these stones were to be had for the
mere matter of plcking them up; and
after & whils I arranged to have my
property mined sclentifieally.

“Then Nature stepped in. I was away
from home ofis day whan ths town was
shaken by an earthguake. Some frall
buildings wers toppled over; much
ground was disturbed. My own prop-
erty was upheaved as was Belgardo's
We were in the zone.

“And in Belgardo's ground on my
right where no <lamonds had been be-
fore, ware now so many as to ba iying
loosely on the soti! Mother Nature had
simply wtolen them from me by her
convalaive throw, snd given them to
my rival in love, for I pas surprised
to find no further trace of diamonds
when baving my estats Inspectsd Not
ons ptone was to be found Ia the
property which, bsfore the guake, had
contained countless gmms.

*You, sir, being primarily & matier
of tact man of buxiness, will ignore the
existence of luck; many men do. Many
men blush at the theught of luck as
they tlush at the thought of facing the
maked truth. Buot bers was Juck for
beith of us—good for him. bad for me

* Jim Spivine’ sald Belgardo to me,
shortly. ‘1 will now show you how to
win :

Clurabel
I laughed at Him. Mankind by
posdproed, must spps decay;
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a felicitous phrase, air, that I myself
colned
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I resorted to
1 a Judge snd
tatned n writ asking Belgardo to show
causs why the dimmonds, which had
besn mine, should not continue as my
property, and restraining him from dig-
ing for them.

“He brought the matter to lssue In
the courts. He bad engaged the best
iawTer in Terde! de Rago as his coun-
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apped thus belonged legitimately to
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it was his privilege to do so. Hoe
ecould bulld on every ineb If he so de-

sired. Or he c¢ould dig for diamonds
i2 he NMked What he did with what
was legally his own was none of my
business. And was It consistent with

fustice, arguad his connsel, to supposa
that if. while he was digging for pota-
toes 58 should discover diamonds, he
ghould be obliged to hand those dla-
meonds to me simply becacse my ground
fatled to ahow presence of diamonds
thought to be thare? TWasg this the
understood Interpretation of the law?

“Technicalities were greatly (n evi-
dence. This case was ap great a stick-
ler as was tho case of Skylock trying
to et his pound of flesh, mo more, mo
1esn, without spilling a drop of blood:
and in legal annalsy stands without &
parallel for strangsnean.

*“My lawyer plended logically from
my viewpoint. All he asked was that
T he given that which, without my con-
sant, had heen taken from me. He sald
1 wanlad what was rightfully mine, but

whick I could not prova was lewfully

onent’s natural re-
he had previously
identify the diamonds
d been imbedded in
g 4 recelve them
pourt was puzzled. hara was
¥ no precedent to gulde him
a conduit of affairs. By granting
to ena he would be working =
ipabls unfairness on the other; and
ho environment was dedicated—so the
blets on the walls said—to justice.
“One thing was positive: Without
the dinmonds I wouid be & poor man,
for my counszel fecs were sgulvalent to
the value of my estate—the case wae
For myself, I cared
that I must relinguish
Clarabel—and that tore
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ted her once just to talk this
matter over with her Bir, I spoka
piainiy to her. 'If my sult is lost 1
told her, 7 will be a ruined man. I
will be unable to marry ¥You, much
as my heart desirog you. I would not
pull you down to my level! a shiftless
wunderer on the face of the earth, I
can struggle oz often as I have strug-
gled, but my jove for you must not let
you suffer abasement’

“Ho it was understood. £till, ths de-
cislon was a heavy blow to me, for T
was told that what was Belgardo's was
his own to do with ss he falt incilned.
If Nature had turnod burglhr and
robbed me, my only recourse for satin-
faction wag by ldentifying the gems as
thoso mtalen from me. This was the
law of the eriminal courts; it must ba
the law in this casa,

“That s why you find me here in
straitened circumstances. That Ia
why I am in New York, the mecca of
the hungry, the disconsolate; the fali-
ore. I stil} smgile, but my hsart aches.
In time, perhaps, memories of Clarabe!
wil] become fainter and—Thask yow,
sir; T had no intention of borrowing

& five-spol from you: I wished merely
0

to teli 3ou of my self, and to let ¥
know of my past since last sosing ¥o
We have met muty times before—=a
the Marcobrunner of the Rhine! And
we shall meet again. Msanwhile, this
five-spot will help. YWhen we next
meet 1 hops we'll both be opulent

“Have I detained you too long? Par-
don me, but one will grow loquasious
over fond memoriesr Waell, as wa usad
ta say, I don’'t know where I'm golug
now, but I'm on my war.”™
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