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Alaska’s Great Sporting Event Takes Contes-
tants Over Frozen Course of 412 Miles—
Woman Puts Winning Team Over the Line.
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The race also ia regardsd as an svent
upen which residents foal at b~
arty to back thelr eplalon Aw art-
ference of opinlon makes Lorse racing.
po also does !t make dog racing. aad,
as & usua! thing abogt (350,000 changes
Rands !n 'he Bering Sea matropolis as
soon ae the judges decide which team
has wen, The prize for this svent la
year, owing to & Gecrsass In popuis-
tlon—caused by the lawe which compel
Alsakans o lmport thelr coal from
Cansda—waa out down to 5000 and
enly about F100.000 was wagersd on
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placse at Thanksyiving

Quite fregueantiy Ind win 149
or & dosen turkeys for thelr Thanks-
Eiving dinners. It that they want
20 many of these b s, but rather
that they enjoy the snciteament of win-
nlag them One of the greatest 4if-
fAculties that some Alaskans sacounter
during the Winter ssascn s 0 ;‘.ll-;
cover Iindigent famliliss upomn whom
they mighkt bestow (helr surplus tur- |
key.

Preparing For the Event.

The Alaskan dog races ars ron under
the amspices of the Nome Keansl Club
fousled’ by ATSert Fink, a Nome at-
terney, ostsnalbly far the purpose of
tmproaviag the breed of canines ysed
a8 Araft animals transpertiag sappll
Guring the Winter montha The devel-
epm=nl the kesn Intereat in dog
racing—amounting ln some cases al- |
most Lo an obsemsion—was incidental
Waes a man begins to “talk Sog™ hs
is regurded a» having bheen affllcted
with & new form of diseass, Known as
caninitia

During the period of eight montis of |
fes azd isolallom, when the residents
of Northwestern Alaaka, hemmed In by
ion, are cut off fromn the civillaation of |
the outslde world dog racing becomes |
the one questieon of Importancse. Ths
rosilt of & Presilential election or of
a champlonehip prise Aght are regarded
&S #S00RGATY matters Eatll the All-
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Its strongest mani- j Alaska Bwespataks prize fight has b\unl'
dog aces and iz the | settled The race usually lsats three
vym, whkich usually take | time all businaess, |

thie saloon kegper, |
tely suspended. laundrios,
irthouses, all Government of-

® steres mnd every |
ace of bus sn and Industry
down gntil the race iz over

sleepn. There is only ome mal-
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from a wpectnoul standpelnt, |
£ ™ace {a not all that could be
Aeaired The proceas of the avant to
ths spectator i» somesthing llke this:
He walks from the maln street to Bar-
ing Fea, well muffied to protect him-
sulf from TN SllEsard, which crually ls
raging at that time and stands (o line
with & numbsr ¢of othars, till he haars
a pisto]l shot fired by the offlcial start-
er. Then he sees a straak of dog with
s #lelgh and a man banging on bekind
it. van!ah imte the stmesphere to the
southward, Then ke returns uptown,
warms his hands at the mloen atove,
and 1F minutes later he returns to the
les-coversd Baring Sea, where he hoars
anothar shot Ored and sees anviler leaam
go streaking over the frosen trail. He
sentinges ihig process 18 or 13 timea
or untll all of the teams have started
en thalr Journey. Them, for three days
and aights, he stands arvund the sa-
joon, leaving It only long enough teo
grad & hasty meal at & near-by junch
countar, and, with penell and paper, fix-
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wres out the malative pusitiens of the

various teams as they pass the sta-
tions oo route and are reported In by
long-distance (elephone. If he ls for-
tunate anough to
acqualntances of the gentler pex. he
sometimes Jeaves ths mloon long
enough to telepbone them the latest
etine., The women folks In tbhe
iefn towns foregather In illtle
groups of 10 or 12 in the various homes,
which telephones have been installed,
for thres days they also engage
themselves fn mathematical problems,
in which ths pesitions of the waribus
tearns are computed. and speculations
as to wihich team shall ke the winner.
At the Fiolahk

About 42 hours later the teams are an
their return Journey and ths excite-
ment grows greater and incressés un-
1l the teams are nearing home when
It reaches faver piteh. By the time the
jeading team is reported at Fort Davis,
four miles from the winning post, every
resident of the country for 100 miles
stound, exceptiing those who are In the
hoapital or otherwise incapacitated, has
tound a perch on the jce hummocks of
Bering Sea from which to wateh the
winning team croas the line: and the
race is over for anotbar ysar.

The driver of ths winning team Is
raised shoulder high and carried to the
Arctis - Brotherhood Hall where =&
wreathe la placed upon his brow and
he s given & public ovation. The pre-
ssntation of the prize is deferred yntil
aftst all the teams have returned, and
all guestions of dispute, if any arlss

bave & family or any |

P, & J 5 Zoies.

among the drivers, have been settled.

The kean interest the dog race was
well filustfated In year of the in-
ception of the sport. on, & Nome
| Bttorney, the day befors the dog race,

sald to Albert Fink, who had been re-
tatned in a case involving §L200.000 in
£old dust:

"Say. Albert we must put In an an-
| swar today or the case will go by de-
} faule™
} “Well, go and ses I? you can’t gat the

Courthouss closed.” atiswered Frank.

1 baven't time to attend to the mat-
ter Jjust new. The dog race starts to-
morrow morning.”

No business of any kind or aharaoter
is 90 important in Alaska that [t can
take precedsnce in pubdite Interext over
the dog race,

Teats of Eandurasce.

One of the conditlions of the Kennel
Club is that every dog starting In the
race must be taken clear through to
Candle Creek and return to the finish-
ing point, either dead or allva, This
condition causes the ownera and driv-
ers t0 exercise much discrimination In
the selection of thelr team. Evary
animal must possess not only proved
speed, but unquestioned endurance. A
speedy canine, not endowed with suf-
ficlent qualities of endurance often
proves s handicap to his driver and
toam-toates, for when he becomes ex-
bausted he must be hauled in the sieigh.

Carelessness In selecting & team once
jost @ prize of $10,000 and many aide

bets for William A, Gllmore, the nom-

for dele-
Glil-

ines of the Republican party

gate to Congreas from Alaska.
more's team, {n 1800, was driven by
Petor Berg, the young Ewede of superb

courage and marvelous endurance who
this aguln drova the winning
team but for another owner. Berg be-
cams confused. and in a blinding blls-

Year

sard which br & loose A few hours
after the *“dog hara” started on
the journey, e trail

He was del d for several hours,
but after some difficulty reached one
of the way stations, He arrived at

Candle Creek several hours behind the
other competitors and detarmined to

endeavor to make the run home with-
R

iing behind the sled

out sfopping

and rlding only whe the team 'WwWas

going down ki he verad a distance

136 in 1% hours, but by that

t nis dogs wers dead and

two w 86 cxhausted that he ‘was

compelled to turn them looese to run
along beaide the leam.

PBarg waas well up In the lead and

only 1% miles from home when his

team lay down on him and refused to
budgs another foot for two daye. It ls
oocurrence to see both
dogs drivers Bstaggering {ke
drunken men from exhaustion st the
finish of ons of these gruslllng con-
tests.

no uncommon
and

A Tiiled Contestant.

Many thousands of dollars have bean
expended {n secpring dogs qualified tO
enter this gredt event of the North.
¥or months befors the svent is sched-
uled to taks place dog fancliers scour
the country to find animals that have
proved their endurance. At this sea-
son good dogs command fancy prices, as
much as §1200 esch belng pald for
some of them. Fox Ramsay, & brother
of the Harl of Dalbousie, came 1o
Alaskse four years ago for theé sxpress
purpose of winning the dog TRCH.
veung Ramsay was rather unsophisti-
cated in the ways of the North, and
the first year his entry wWas regarded
as = jcke, Ramsay ls innately polital
S8oon -after his team left Nomes & man
stopped hlm on the trall, for Ramsay
has always gamely driven his own

teams.
wjy tham Yyour dogs?" Accosted the

stranger. BRamsay politely stopped his
tonm ond admitted that they were,

«pell, one of them darnmed animals
stols & ham off of me” Informed the
wayfarer. Ramsay at once became in-
tenmely concerned. For months he had
beon feeding the dogs on cholce cuts
of roast beef. He examined the &sc-
cused canines very carefully and then
satd;

“Well, it doasn't seem to have In-

S e Sfofe enzerny

Jook all right and up to now they have
peen Tunning very nlcely.™
Asiatlc Wolves As Winners.

The stranger who had been expact-
fpg paymment for his ham was so &s-
tousded at Ramsay's exhibition of
"“netve" that couldn't =ay another
word till the Englishman was half a

he

mile farther down the trall

Ramssy was not at all successful
the first year. It soon become aAp-
parént that he was togbe left far be-
hind, and” when a telephons message
conveying the Information that he had
stopped for “tffin” at one place and
for afternoom tex at anolther were re-

celved, the odds agninst his team were

posted at 500 to 1. He finlshed last.
The next year, however, hs took his

revenge. In conju n with his

uncle, 8ir James Ramsay, and Colonel
L. Stuart Weatheriey, 8 wealthy Eng-
Hshinan, young Reamaay chartered a
schooner and weant to Siberia, where he
pleked up about 200 Aslatic wolf dogm.

Fraom these he sslsoted thres teams
and they [finlzhed first second apd
thind In the race the following year,

and’ established the record of 71 hours
14 minutes and 20 seconds for the dis-
tance of 412 miles, a foat which never
before nor since has boen equaled.
Ramsay not only trained all the teamn,
but drova one of them. In the race he

proved that he possessed much of the
courage that dlstingulshed hia com-
patilots on the 1lI-fated ocean

than, Titanis, a few years later.

The Maximum of Sport.

It ls doubtful whether thers s any
other sport in the Unlted States that
contnins a0 many elements of dangar

and calls for so much courage, endur-
ance and Judgment as long-dlstance
dog racing in Alaska. In the 70 to 80
hours during which the contest Insts,
botH dogs and méen ara keyed up to the
topmont pltech of physical exertion, and
oftén In the face of blinding blizsards
in which particles of frozen snow sting
t} flesh llke hot neadles, the com-
petitors struggle from start to finlsh,
Froguently they do not recover from
the exhaustion. following the race for
several days. Dog racing s no proper
form of amusement for weaklings and
chikiren.

The All-Alaska
An mnnual event,
ter season several

Bwespstake Race in
tut during the Win-
races over shorter
distances, varying from ten to 100
miles, arée held, and, during the past
ten years, contests between dog teams
and reindesr teams have become popu-
lar. The Eskimo reilndesr herders taks
to relndeer racing like kittens take to
milk. So far, however, reindesr racing
has not become very popular among
the white people of Alnska,

Ablacok's racing reindeer teamm cov-
ers & distance of eight miles in 23 min-
utes 28 seconds. ‘Thia record, how-
ever, was dafeated by a dog team mads
up ‘of Missour! bird-houn cowned by
Bol, Warren and driven y an Eskimo
boy named Split-the-Wisd, who cov-
ered the distance In 10 seconds leas.
But desr-racing and dog-racing over
short distances nrs but the hors Jou-
vers ln' the asatiation of tha Alaskan
appetite for sport The All-Alaska
Sweeapstake Race, from Nomo to Candls
Creek and return is the plece d'resls-
tanece for the year.

(Copyright, 1912, by W. A. Du Puy.)
Fashion in Canes.

The manager of & ecane and umbrel-
la department In a large New York
eoncern was surprised at the question:
“Ig there such A thing as a fashion In
canes™ Of ecourss there is. The
straight canes, with knodb handles of
all shopes and made of all materials,
were, a0 he sald, *“all the rage” a few
YyeATS BREO Conservativa men wore
simple canes, but = minlature band-
master's baton was sasily dispomed of.
Then came the thin, switch cane, and
a fow yeirs ago nothing sold better
than canes with stralght handlea., To-
day everybody wants a crook handle
ente, And there s n good reasen ror
the style. In crowded subway and
elevated tralns and surface cars whera
& man must hold to a strap and has
only one hand left for cane and paper,
the crook handle comes wery handy.
1t hangs at the pocket or over the
arm. and its shape Is graceful and
sensible. It will not be displaced as
the leader in meany yasars—>New York

jured thelr digestlon very much. They * Preas




