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BY JOHN ELFRETH WAT
OR s brief halfl hour st us follow |
F the car es of botih r n.r-!
thay have g T LA [ ¥y aide |
through the « 5 Irnoring thelr Y
polltica theories entirely int um e
contrasts of thelr tiv fortuness
st the sume periods of 1t r Areors
Tha first contestant in the race was |
Judson MHar was four |
Yol 1% Clark started
runnin neik 2 = aold when La
¥ etic ' i B i i1 w
Woudr Ao & ¢om-
teatar 11y = n Tait ar-
i L iroe yeariy 17 whean
Hog fealy L test, and past
i o aca £ g first :
place } apo the ring. |
The r viaew which we
cRh K 4 cstants iring |
the ex K 1 of 1 I War
Wit t f are Judson Fiar
" - e 1 Deni- |
. a Bag siitulion of |
' to take |
. L i fter  Loe s eon-
der. When Humier was lired on Clark, l
a poer |Itinerant jlentist's 1utherlass
boy, was doing cheres {eor a Kentucky l
farmer, that he might work out Ols
aistar's bhoard, as well as o OWTL W
he atianded the neighboring viilage
school: but before t WATr WS over
he bad, when o lad of 14, sought &
shorter road 1o fortune by way of &
$6-a-weak clerkship n the crossroads
store which mart was, bhowever, sooh
o go oul of business
Underwood., born in the second :-‘-ar
of the war, was at the - of

struggle carried from Kk Ry to St
Paul along avalid mother,
who went part of the way A mat-
tress. The father of Lthe saddened fam-
fly waa moving his law practice o
the Minnesota oity, that his Oaithful
wits might regaln heaith. which
she &3, having lately entered

her

the vens

erable categury of the oclogenalian.,
Some Boyhood Contrasis.

*Lubd” Taft (for thus was he nlck-
pamed on account of his size) was In
those bloody days prigcipally engnged
in outgrowing bhls clothes. Young Theo-
fore Roosevelt was a frall lad in com-
parison, He suffered so palnfully from
asthma during this time that on Bum-

mer nighis his fond father would wrap
him up ln blankets and drive him out
into the country, where the fresh, ce :|
csone relleved hls parocxyums of smoth-
ering. These war Llimes were belng
spent by littls "eodrow Wilson In |
the Southernm parwonage of his father,
who was & Presbyterian divine, and
by 1little Bob La Felietts In his native
Wisconsin,

During the reconstruction days Har-
mon, alter graduating .1' Denlison . Unl-
verzity, entered the Cincigmat! Law
Behool, where Clark and Taft are later
to be trained as barristera Bul hefore

he follows hithar Clark must contintie
to tread s thorny path. As & farm
laborer and country schotimaster he
plods along until he ean rake and

scrape enough mopey topelher to put
him In the University of Kentucky, Our
younger contestants in the race for
the Presldency are during this time d4i-
vidin thelr attenlUons botween play
and primary schoole If they 8id any-
thing remarkable history has missed it
thus far.
Expelled for Fighting Dwuel,
In the "T0s all were to make records,

In the first year of that decade Har.

The Cdnd idatz

G/ sorx
NS rozarz,

e A 7T S

marriad and three years later Cinrk,
having been expelled from the senlor
ciaas of the Kentucky Unlversity for
ighting a duel in the classic style, en-
toced Bethany College, a Campbellits
Institution of West Virginia, to galn
his sheepakin, which he Jdirectly cap-
tured, taking firat honors along with
it. The same year Ne became preaidant
of Marshall Collegen West Virginla, av
a salary of §1400, along with which
went the A8 yot unbroken record of
balng the Youngest college “prexy” in
America, for he was then bdut 33. But
Searning already for political honors,
he decided that the Jaw offered =»
stralghter path. A few years later
Woodraw Wilson was to reverss the
order exastly and leaveo the law to be-
come a collage professor.

The year 1574 saw thres of our can-
didatos in Cincinaoatl

Champ Clark hsd come here to study
in the law scbool, Harmon, having fin-
ished at the sams Institution five years
before, was now practicing law, and
Taft, Just graduated from the Wood-
ward High Schook was packing up to
€0 to Yale. And while tha future
President, at New Haven, was starring,
first as the aroh-lerror of the Yale
“rushes™ and later as a flend for bookKs
ns wall as athlatic prowess, Clark was
starting his career In Missouri, tirst
as schoolmastar., oountry editor and
lawyer at a village called Loulsians,
During the same period Flarmen was
making his first splash Into peolitios
by becoming Mayor of Wyoming, a
suburb of Cincinnati, but the next year,
that of the great centeanial at Phila.
delphia, he was to become Judge of the
Court of Common Pleas, In thy neigh-
boring city. The Underwoods now re-
tarned to thelr native Kentucky, set-
tiing at Loulsvills when Oscar was a
cherubie lad of 15 And this period
of the “T8s was wound up by Harmon's
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the same Year when Taft graduated
second among 151 in Yale, clasa of 'T8,
of which he was salutatorian and class
orator. The same Autumn he entered
the Cincinnat! Law BSchool, whenee
Harmon and Clark had departed with
their shespekins eleven and three yoars
before, respectively. The next Spring
Waoodrow Wilson and La Follette grad-
uated at Princeton and the University
of Wisconsin, both, llke Taft, sntering
Immediately Into the law.
Taft Licked the Editor,

It was whila he was finishing his
firat year in law school that Taft fig-
ured for the first time In the printed
news of the day. In April, 1576, & sen-
sational weeakly, edited In Clpeinnati
published some calumnies which the
young Yale rusher construsd as To-
flecting upon & member of his tamily.
A published account of the calumnia-
tor's punishment states that “Mr. Will
Taft, a tall, powerful athletic young
man, about 31 years of age,” visited the
editor forthwith, *“Will Tafr" this
news item goes on to say, ‘is only a
yoar or so out of Tale, whare he de-
veloped his muscle at the manly exer-
clasn of fhe college, and ha Feams 10
bave retained IL”. Then fellovws an aec-
count of the challenge and chastise-
ment of the mudsalinger, who "went off
bleeding and pale, with his head well
punched." Soon afterward this athietie
defender of his family’s honor began
to earn his first money—if & Wootke—
by doing law reporting for the Cincin-
mat! papers.

The year 1880 may be marked as that
in which all of our candidates excopt
Harmon, the eldast, and Underwood,
the youngest, were to start together
In A nack-and-neck race. Roowovelt In
that year graduated from Harvard and
began his eareer without further scho-
lastic training, Taft, La Folleite and

Wils after finishing at law school
the Summer, wers sdmitted
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rough

the

w.ide Camp Clark moved
Bowling Green, his present home,
where he at once began to practice law

the bar, to

and make s frosh start in lfe. In the
same year of his finishing at law
school La Follette made & qulick stride
by becoming County Prosecutor,

Teddy Quiek to Marry.

But before this race could falrly be-
gin, Dan Cupld was to have a reckan-
ing with three of the contestants in
short onder., In the Autumn following
his graduation, Roosevelt married hils
Lirsg wile, Alice Lee, He bhad lately in-
terited a snug fortune—sometimes es.
timated at 4 guarter milllon dollars—
from HKis father, Theodore Roomsvelt,
Br.. .lm importer, banker and phllan-
thropist.

During the mext year Clark and La
Follette married in the same month,
But Taft. who now became assistant
County Prosecutor of Clncinnatl, was
not to taks & spouse until five years
later. In 1882, when Roosevell sntered
upon  his active political caresr as
member of the New York Assembly,
Fresident Arthur appointed Taft Col-
lector of Internal Revenue for the Firat
Distriet of Ohlo, and Woodrow Wilson
moved to Atlanta, Ga, to practice law
for a year. About this time Underwood
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With Them in
Decades— All
of Them Are College Men— Wide Range
of Opportunity at Beginning of Life
Is Shown in Their Records.

versity of Virginla, where Joseph W.
Balley, now Benator trom Texas, was
also a student.

The year aof '94 was a sad one for
Roosevelt. On Valentine's day his
young wife dled, when thelr daughter
—the present Mrs. Longworth—was
two days old, and within a few hours
the future President also lopt his
mother, the two being buried together.
A few months later the young widower
was elacted delegate-at-large to the
convention which mominated Garfleld.
After the conyention hag put out for nhls
ranch In North Dakota, therg to re-
main twe ysars. Ho nbw got out his

Wilson, at the sams time, brought
forth his "Study In American Folitica”
In that same year, 1885, the latter—
then known as Thomas Woodrow Wil-
son—married &t Savannah, Ga., his
bride being, llke himself, a parson's
child.
Wilson Tenchbes Giris' College.

It was now that Wilson gave up the
law and choss the course that was
iater to earn his title, “The schoolmas.
ter in politica” Soon after returning
from lis honeymoon he acospted tha
chalr of history and politioal economy
at Bryn Mawr, the blg woman's col-

near Phllsdelphis, Tbe some year
.
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«prips of a Ranchman” and Woodrow |

Taft entered upon a4 two-Year term AS
msslstant County Solicitor, In Cincin-
nati; Clark became Frosecuting At-
torney his county. and La Folletts
mades his Congresalonsl debut as &
member of the House commities onN
ways and means, now headed by TUn-
derwood ILa Follette, at that times,
wore a small mustache, along with his
pompadour.

Twao of our marrisd the
following year—15856. led off In
| June by w edding l'le].nn the sweethoart
youth, to whom he had bean
the year that he had besen
| earoing His own home. They went
abroad on & homeymoon which took
them through the ganden spots of Bu-
rope. That was the Bummer Roope-
valt, who had tired of ranch life and
returnoed to the metropolis, was making
his unsuccessful campaign for Mayor
of New TYork., After the election he
went abroad and on December 2—near-
ly three years after the death of his
the present MIrs,

of

candidates
Taft
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firat wife—married
Roosevelt In London, where sha was
visiting. During the succeeding Year

Roosevelt finished two books, and Taflt,
by Whit noW Wppoars as = colncldenas,
stepped Into the shoes of his older

rival, Harmon. The Iatter resigned
hls place on the Superior Court bench
and Governor Foraker—later to quar-
rel with Taft and Roossvelt—appointsd
Taft to the wacanocy.

This was the beginning of Taft's ju-
dicial oareer. A Year later he was
elecied to suctéed himself for ive years.
wWilson mnow left the girls’ college at
Bryn Mawr and becams professor of
history and political economy &t Wes-
leyan University.

Meeting of Taft nud Teddy.

The cotuple of years that followed
were to sse the coming together of
Taft and Roosevelt !n Washington and
the forging -of their close bond of
friendshlp, which was to last during
the next 20 years After Harrlson's
tnauguration Roosevelt came first as
Civil Service Commissioner and Taft
followasd as BSolloltor-General. They
met frequently at the mansion of thelr
mutua! frisnd, Bellamy BStorer, who
then represented In Congreas the pres-
@t Cincinnat! distrist of his kinsman,
Nicholas Longwgrth, Roosevelt's son-
In~law. La Follettea was now busy
helping to frames the McKinley tariff
bill, and Wllson the sama year shifted
chairs at Wesleyan, taking that of
‘“jurisprudence and polities"
serving his second year In the XMis-
sourl Legisiature. But Taft's career
in Washington was to last only two
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Clreult Judge, he
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affairs in the Philippines
iim the year of ths World's Falr at
Chleage, Champ Clark, a glant of 43,
wearing the palr of 1Jos which
maks his accompanying photograph
iuak .',‘U' from Champish, made his de-
the Houss of Representatives,

h L& Follette had left two ¥ye

fore. mod which vood was to

enfer two years la
remalned with
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Underwood is boginnd
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the Navy. Then fall in r 1 sslon
the exploalon of the Mal ani-
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elected Govern f hia =tate. Then
followed Rooss it'e succassion of Mo-
Kinley, and the next yesar W irow
Wilson’s selection as presiden of

Princeton and La Folletta's re-election
as Governor,
T. R. Plicked Taft in 1500,
In the campalgn year 1604 there was
something atirring for he contest-

ants, except Harmon was mads
Bouretary of War, t wan aleot-
ed Preosident, La Foll was mads
Governor for the third term, Un
wood and C k were re-elected to
gress, the Iatter having been chi

permanent chalrman of the convention
that nominated Parker, and chalrman
of the committee that notified that can-
didate of his nemination. Th La Fol-
lette In 1005 comes to the Je te; Taft,
in 1006, adjusts the Insurrsction in
Cuba and declines an appointmer to
the United BStates Supremes Court of-
fered him by Roosevait, who replles to

his declination In a letter stating:
“There are sirong arguments agalnst
your taking this justiceship. In the

first place, my bellaf is that of all men
who have appenrsed so far, you are the

| man who is most likely to recelve the
Republican nomination and who lIs,

think,; the best man to recalve ) B
Next followed Taft's trip around the
world in 1907, and hila election to the
Preaidency In 1008, in which year Har-
mon was chosen Governor and Clark
became minority leader of the House,
thus paving his way for the Bpeaker-
| ship, to which he ceoded three years
later, when Underwood became ch
man of the ways and means comm .

Ciark was

with its vastly augmented powers, a
Wilson became Governor of New Jersey

Thus have these Beven ambitiou
run side by side In e
power and glory. In & coupls of m "
!l will have dropped out save two—or
will It be three?

{Copyright 1812 by John Eifreth Wat-

kinsg.)

Cholce of a College.

It is my bellef, after visit
than five hundred institutions
America, that the quality of
tion In, any one of thes !r«"';
the firast grade does not vary !
ently to render the cholce of a college
on the groungd of ednecational advent-
ages A matter of great moment. Tha
values: which the small college losas
from inferior equipment are usually
offset by the more direct access of the
student to the parsonality of thas
teacher, and often by cloger friend-

years, for im 1592 Harrlson eievated | ships with fellow-studenis—Contury.
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