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“For nearly two hoursa we drove with-

| out my having the least clue A t0
| whore we were golng. Sometimen the
| rattle of the stones told of a paved

canseway, and at others our smooth,
sllent course suggested asaphalt; bul,
save by this wvarlation In sound, there
was nothing at all which could in the
remotest way help me to form a guess
as to where woe were. Tha paper
over each window was impene-
trable to light. and = blue curtain
wine drawn across the glass work in
front. It was a quarter-past seven
wo left Pall Mall, and my watch showed
ma that it was 10 minutes to 3 when we
at Jast came to a standstill. My com-
panion let f@own the window, and I
caught a glimpss of a low, arched door-
way with a lamp burning above (L. As
I was hurried from the carriage It
swung open, and I found myself inside
the house, with a vague impression of
a lawn and tress on eéach alde of me
as I entered. Whether these wears pri-
wate grounds, however, or hona-fide
couniry wan more than I could posal-
bly venturas to say.

*There was a oelored gas Inmp in-
side which was turned xo low that I
gould see littls save that the hall was
of some size and hung with plctures,
in the dim lHght T could make out that
the person who had opsned the door
was = small, mean-looking. middle-
aged man with rounded sghoulders. As
he turned towards us the glint of the
Ught showed mae that hoe was wearing
glansoa,

“ g thizs Mr., Melas, Harold? sald he.

Yo'

4*Well dona, well done! No 1ll-will,
Mr. Malas, [ hope, but we could not get
on without you.lf you deal fair with us
vou'll not regret it, hut If you try any
tricks, God halp you!" He spoke in a
nervous, jerky fashlon, and with little
glggling lavghy in between, but some-
how he impressed me with fear more
than the other.

“"What do you want with me?T I
asked.

“Ouly to ask a few questions of s
Groek gontleman who is visiting us,
nnd let us have the answors But say
no more than you are toid to say, or—'
here came the nervous glggle again—
*‘vou had bettar mever have hesn born’'

“As he spoke he opened a door and
showed the way Into a room which sp-
peared to bo very richly furnished, but
again the only light waa afforded by &
sinkle lamp half-turned down. The
amber was certalnly large, and Lhe
y in which my feet sank Into the
carpest anm [ steppad acroas it told me
of ita richness, I caught glimpses of
velvot chalrs, a high white marble man-
teiplece, and what peemed to be a suit
of Japanese armor at one side of IL
There was & chalr just under the lamp,
and the eldarly man motioned that I
should sit in It. The younger had left
ws, but he suddenly returned through
another door, leading with him & gen-
tleman cind  in wsome sort of loose
dreasing-gown who moved slowly
towards us, As he camas Into the eircle
of Alm light which enabled me to see
him more clearly 1 was thrilled with
horror at his appearanoe He was
endly pale and terribly emaclated,
with the protruding. brilliant eyes of a
man whose spirit was greater than.his
strength. But what shocked me more
than sny signs of phyaical weakness
was that* his face wus grotesquely
criss-arosssd with sticking Inster, and
that one large pad of It w fastened

over his mouth

# fiave you the siate, Harold? cried
the older man, as this strange being
fell rather than sat down Into a chair
*Are hiz hands loose? Now, then, give
him the pencil You are to ask the
questions, Mr. Melas, and ho will write

the answers Ask him first of all
whother he in prepared to slgn the pa-
pers?

“The man's eyes flashed fire.
“ sNayer!" ha wrote In Greéeek upom the

slate.
wsm po econditions? I asked, at the

| bidding of our tyrant

“sOmly If 1 see her married in my
presence, by a Gresk priest whom I
know."

“iThe man glggled in hin venemous
WY
“'You know what awaits you, then?

»+*I care nothing for myself.’

“These are sampiea of the questions
and answers which made up our sirange
half-spokan, half-written conversation.
Agaln and again 1 had to a8k him
whether he would give in and sign the
doocuments. Again and again I bhad the
same indignant reply. But soon a hap-
py thought came to me I took to add-
ing on little mentences of my oOwWR
to eoach question, innocent ones nt
first, 1o test whether elther of
our eompanions knew anything of

| the matter, mnd then, &8 1 found
that they showed no sign I played &

more dangerous game. Our conversa-
tion ran something Jike this:

u ean do no good by this ob-
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"“Your fate will ba on your own
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= ogt 't be ao. Thres waake'
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What alls yout”
‘It shall =2
ara alarvine o
“eyvon shall go free 1f you sign. What

go to villalns. They

houss is thin

=1 will never sign. 1 do mnot know.'

Heran are not doing her any service.
What |s your name?

“ et me henr her say so. Kratidea'

*you shall see her Iif you sign.
Where are you from?

# wphan I shall never see her. Athena'

“Another five minutes, Mr. Holmes,
and I should have wormed out the
whole story under their very noxesa. My
very next guestion might have cleared
the matter up, but at that instant the
door opened and & Woman astepped into
the room. I could mol see her clearly
enough to know more than that she
was tall and graceful, with black hatr,
and clad In E=ome sort of loose white
Eown.

= *Harold,’ sald she, speaking English
with a broken as¢ ‘T could not stay
away longer. It ls so lonaly up there
with only— Oh, m¥

“These last words were in Greek, and
at the same lustant the man with &
convulsive effort tore the plastar from
his lips, apd screaming out ‘Sophy!
Sophy! rushed into the woman's arms.
Their embrace was but for an instant,
however, for the younger man salzed
the woman and pushed her out of the
room, while the ¢lder easily overpow-
ered his emaciated victim, and drogged
him away through the other door. For
s moment I was left alohe In the room,
and 1 sprang to m¥y feet with some
vague !dea that I might in some way
get a clew to what this house was In
whick 1 found mysalf. Fortunately,
howaver, I took no steps, for looking
up I saw that the older man was stand-
ing in the 4doOrway, with hils eyes fixed
gpon M.
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some time has elapsed since this ¥
old established these relations with

the brother In Greeco has had time to
hear of it and come acrosy, If they | .
have been living In the same p
during th
we ahall
croft's advertlsemsnt.” Sy ;s

We had reached our house in Baker :?"’ and coughing. Holmes
streot while we had been talking. Frl.-"
Holmes a >

sald he, hlandly, smiling at our sur- = e
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the floor, while In the shadows 1
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Tus
top of the stalrs to draw
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room, he threw up tha window and

time, 1t {8 probable that
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ended the stalr first, and ns
1 the door of our room he

opent Sarisd E '

gave & ¢ of surprize. Looking over ;;;;;";] the brazen triped out Into the
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His brother Mycroft was sitting smok- | —qep g rlﬂn enter in. a inute,” ha

ing In the armchair. aspe / iur!_mz__g out mgain. “Where |s &
candle? I doubt If we could strike m

£ " ”
Come in, Sherlock Come !n, =ir, muatch in ¢

t atmosph

With a rush we got to the polzoned

somehow this ense attracts me."
o " men and dragged the 2
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_'}it::’;g.g ;-":11: Ih;iﬂth:-t:&nm o well-1it hall. Both nf“1?.&-I;:i!|-r::l':?°bl:j:?
he lpped and In=epsible, with swollen,

“There has been 4o0me new develo
P* | congested faces nnd protruding eyes,

ment?T" Ind : : .
“I had an answer to my advertise- “mf':d;:‘?ﬂd:;é;r(w! s\” .Illil."lr features
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of your leaving.” X [ terpreter who had parted from us anly
“And to what effeot?” ?‘lu!;;w hours bhefore at the U'-mﬂrl:-.‘r
Mycroft Holmes took out a sheet of |y “',.;If;;i:”—‘tﬂ::t'l""‘:} r_“r”.- ;i-"-"r‘-' yre-
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man in th
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