me !a the charaster of my friend

ssamed to me that what was sst down

AJ\.\' ANOMALY which often struck | the undergradustes, though it always

Sneriock Holmes was Uhat, al-
aough in his methods of thought he
ras the neatast and most metbodical
¢ mankind, and although also be af-
erted 8 cortatn quiet primness of dresw,
» waAs nope the lesg in his personal
sbita ons of the mast untidy men that
vor Arove a fallow-lodger to Sistras-

as pride was really an attempt 1o cover
extrems natural d4iffidence. In ap-
pearancs he was ¢ man of an excead-
ingly ariatocratic type, thin, high-
nosed and large eyed, with languld and
yet courtly manners. He was Indeed
a selon of onma of the very oldest fam-
{lise In the kingdom, though his branch
was & oadet one which had separsted

to drive It from our minds, and It was
prafaced by the disgrace and dismissal
of Butler Brunton.

“*This was how It came about 1
have sald that the man was intelli-
gont, and this very Intslligence has
caused hls ruin, for It seams to have
led to an Insatiabla curiosity about
things which did not in the least con-
carn hMm. I had no idea of the lengths
to which this would carry him, until
the merest accidant opensd my eyes

for golng.™

=*"Only & week, sir?™ he cried, in a
daspairing volea “A fortalght—aay at
least a fortnight!™

Mesp week,” I repeated, “snd you
may conaidar yourself to have heen
very lenlently dealt with™

*““He crept away, his face sonk upon
his breast, !ike a broken mun, while I
put out the lght and returned to my

place

“ It is rather an absurd business, this
ritual of ours,” he answered. ‘But It
has at least the saving grace of an-
tiquity to excuse It I have & copy
of the questions and answars here, 1if
yon ecare to run your eye over them.’

“He banded me tha very paper which
I hawve here, Watson, snd this Is the
stranges catachism to which each Mus-
grave had to submit when hs came to

‘It has a girth of 2@ fest.”

“Here was one of my fixed polnts se-
cursd.

“*Have you any old elmsT I asked.

“*There used to bo a wvery old one
over yonder, but It was struck by llght-
ning 10 years ago, and we cut down
the stump.'

““Fou ean see whers It used to bel'

**QOhb, yes.’
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thes true place, and thsat we had not
been the only people to wisit the spot
recently.

“It had besn used for the storage of
wood, but the blllets, which had avi-
dently been Iittered over the floor, wers
now plled at the sides, s0 as to leave
a colsar space In the middle. In this
epace lay a large and heavy fagrions
with & rusted iron ring !n the center

; = from the Northern Musgraves Boms
. Not that I am In the lsast com- 3
- time in the 16th century, and had es- | to It room. man” i
Shaaat S resnect mysell. The rY. ¥ y n's estate. I wiil read you the ques- “*'Thera.are no ime?T
‘s.‘?.:-m-‘- r.: -::;1: of Afghanistan, tablished Itself in Weatern Suswex. I have sa¥l that the house Is a “'For two days after this Brunton | tions snd snswers as they stand. “No o?dat\no‘: t::::‘;e;gr'of heeches' | to which & thick shepherd’s check muf-
e 1S gyt " g gyt T gl whers the Manor House of Hurlstone Is | rambling one. One day last week— | was most ssalduouns in his attention to " "Whose was it «q should 11ks to ses whers it grew.’ | fler was attached.
. parhaps the eldast inhabited bduflding | on Tnursday night to be more exnct— | his duties. I made no allusion to what “'His who is gone.’ “We had driven up In a dogcart, and “ By Jove! cried my cllent. “That's
"Who shall have ItT my cilent led me away at once, without Brunton's muffier. I have sean it on

nemianism of dlsposition, has made me
rather morse lax than beflts a medical
man, Mut with me there ia & limit. and
when T find a man who keaps his clgars

kis tobacco In the

in the county. BSomething of his birth.
pilace seamed to cling to the man, and
1 nevar looked at his pals, keen face
or the poiss of his head without asse-

I found that I could not sleep, having
foollshly taken & cup of strong cafe
nolr after my dinner. After stirugzling
ngainst it until 2 in the morning, I
folt that It was gquite hopeless, so I

had passed, and wailted with some ou-
rloalty to see how he would cover his
disgrace. On ths third merning. how-
ever, he dl4 not Sppear, as was his
custom, aAfter breakfast to recelve my

“*He who will come.’

" *“Where was the sunT
“*Over the oak.

“ "Where was the shadow?

our entering the house, to the scar on
the lawn where the elm had atood. It
was nearly midway between the oak
and the house. My Investigation seemad

him, and could swear to it.. What has
the villain bheen doing hera?™

“At my suggestion a couple of the
county police were summoned to be

1.:..“::-. ‘_.a-‘.;l ;:nr:.'l-n slippear. and kEis ““I;.;l‘ .‘;:ml",‘“h Tey "."”“'“" and
nanstrered eotTeaneaiinme CrRRNCINed | ra ows and all the vener- | ross and lit the candle with the In- | instructions for the day. As I left the " ‘Under the elm.’ to be progressing. deav
by & Iack-knife "_‘f' the very center of | able wreckage n.t‘aa.'nudnl keep. Once | tentlon of continuing a nmovel which 1| dining-room I happened to mest Rachal " ‘How was It stapped? “*I supposs If is imposnsible to find f;:‘;?;'n:n:yIp?]?ll:-.;n::a:t?:ngn::;?u:
3o wnodel anteiplece. then [ begin or twioe wa d&riftsd Into talk, and I was reading. The book, Bowever, had | Howells, the mald. I have told you ““North by ten and by ten, east by | out how high the elm was?T I asked. could only move it slightly and it was
to give yeslf virtgsous ai T Bave | that she had only recently recovered with ths aid of one -\-‘; m;n constables
a!ways held. too, th pistnl practics | from ap {liness, and was looking s®o that I succesded at last In carrying It
heuld ba distinetly open-alr wretchedly pale and wan that I remon- to one side. A black hole yawned be-
titme: and when Holmes, in ene of hi | strated with her for being at work. | neath, Inte which we all peersd. while
jaser Bumors, would sit In an arm- #+wyay should be in bed™ I wsald 1 | Musgrave, kneeling at the side, pushed
malr with his hair-trigger and & hun- “Come back to your dutles when you l ! down the lantern.

are stronger."” 'y ~A smsll chamber about seven faet

tred Boyer cartridges, and proceed to
adorn the opposite wall with » patriatie
X R. dor list-pocks, 1 felt

“"She looked at me with so strange
an expression that I began to muspect
that her braln was affected.

7
'\um.ln.'m

deep and four feet square lay open to
us. At one side of this was & sguatl.
brass-bound wooden box. the 14 of
which was hinged upwards, with this

strongly that neither the atmosphere

nor the Appearancs of OUr roOm Was “¢%1 am strong enough, Mr. Mus.

ireproved by It grave,” sald she. curious old-fasnioned key projecting

Our chambers were always full of “+*We will 'ses what the doctor from the lock. It waas furred outsida

hemicale and of eriminal relies WhiCH says” [ snswered. “You must stop by & thick layer of dust, and damp and

ad & way of wa & into unilkely work now, and when you go downstairs worms had eaten through ths wood, 80
fust say that I wish to see Brunton.™ that & crop of livid fungl was growing

o on the Instde of it. Several disca of

ona, and of turning up In the but.
1 or in aven isss dexirable places
re weres my great erux. He
a horror of destroyiag documents,

thoss which were conneciad
past cases, and yet it was enly
avery year or twa that be would
t iocket and arrange
have mentionad some-
soherent memoirs, the

Lo

‘e The butler is gone,” sald she.

»#+Gone! Gones where!”

“i“He {s gone. NO one has seen him.
He is Dot in his room. Oh, yes, he Is
gone, he 1a gone!" She fell back against
the wal! with shriek after shriek of
laughter, while I, horrified at this sud-
&en, hysterical attack. ruahed to the
bell to summon help. The girl was
taken to her room. still screaming and

metal, old colns spparently, such as 1
hold here, wers scattered over the bot-
tom of the box, but it containsd noth-
ing else.

“At the moment, however, wes had no
thought for the old chest for our eyes
wers riveted upon that which erouched
beside it. It was the flgurs of & man,
clad in & sult of bluck, wkro squaited
down upon his hams, with lils forehead

5t ..'r..'! passionats energy when
. .;..r.-:._.‘ ed ths remarkable feats with gobbing, while I made Inquiries about
whioh his names s associatod were fol- Brunton. Thers was no doubt about it | sunk upon the edge of the box
that he had dlsappeared. His bed had and his two arms thrown out on
esch slde of It The attituds had drawn

stions of lethargy dunng

not besn slept in, he had been seen by

all the stagnant blood to the face, and

' i s about with his
stve Trowm 1) \'Irnoh-:.g:‘rd.l;r m(«;;?: no one since he had retired to his

eyl b Ty e f_ ool _"' 4 - | room the night befors, and yet it waa no man could have recognized that dle-
nenth after month Ris papers accumu- difficult to ses how he ecould have torted liver-colored countenance; but
lated, ur.r:l every cornar of the To« -::I left the house, as both windows and his helght, his dress, and his halr were
‘r“d ove ‘ - m.n*‘- doors were found to he fastened In the all suffictent to mhow my clisnt, when
Bich tn:::o.cn no count to he morning. His clothes, his watch, sand wo had drawn the body up, that it
way save by their swoer. One Win- even his money wars In his room, but | f- was indeed his missing butler. He bad
:‘.. 5y r::l: »y thelr . |'-‘ n":_-,' _n", t:‘- 5 the black suit which he usually wore been @sad some days, But thers was no
ter's night. as we sat togather by . o wns missing. His slippers, too, wers wound or brulse upon his persom 10
» g, "8 gone, but his boots were left be- show how he had met his dreadful end.
When his body had been earried from

suggest to him that,

jred 1o

- nlah T tl Lre nte —
.-, i ‘.,,lr,‘. ."u.,‘r‘._:‘.r.“:? !ﬂ.:.: RN~ i o i i hind. Where then could Butler Brune
the next twe houre in making sur 7 s ton have gone In the night. and what
m & 1124 nanitable He could gould have becomes of him now? fronted with a problem which was al- .
of my Tequest, 80 = 3f course, we searched the house mont ns formidable as that with which
- al face ho went Off from cellar to garret, but there was we had started. z
n which he returned no trace of him. It is, as I have sald, I confess that so far, Watson, I had
s m largs Un bax b a labyrinth of an old house, especially been disappointed In my Investigation.
the original wing. which Is now prao- I had reckoned upon solving the mat-
ter when once I had found the place
refarred to in the ritual; but now I

s he placed in the middle

snough here, Wat-

ars Cnsae

tically uninhabited, but weo ransacked
every roon and celiur without discov-

I called in the Jocal police, but
Raln had fallen on

hs be?
without success
the night defore and we examined the

LY A ZATY A ™

“+ ecan glve you It at once. It was

the cellar we found oursalves atill con-

was there, and was apparently as far

r. and, sguatting down upon
front ¢ it. he threw back the 1 . * & igat
ald see that it lready ering the least sign © he misalng man.
of ;,‘.«-.: f-‘( of ‘::;.:_-.";:ii 1t was incredible to me that he could uh!e}\;crl tr!;m llrno::igg sarhnl‘.1 :!t. :13
o tag Inte  BeDa pack- have gone away leaving all his prop- - S 1 4 Ly which the famlily had oconceale
ape Inte separate pack erty behind him, and yet where tould ETE RO ST TG Y O EE RS ::c}: ;iar:mdrnm p““““?lm;;t It is t:‘:l
a o rown a lig upon L]

fate of Brunton, but now I had to as-
ecartain how that fate hnd come upon
him, and what part hod besn played

(5 aald bhe, looking & me with mie-
chisvous eyed I think that If you : five and by five, south by two and by
knew ] b T bad In this b , - 2 lawn and the aths all around the .
o iy .’:n_:‘{“ﬂ‘ - I O VD VR ATV TED LN, | house, but In 'r:‘!.n. Matters ware tn| tWO, west by one and by one, and so| 64 foot. in the matter by the woman who had
A m-h:-?,_ﬂ_u-eamy clr&'n—l:ﬂ | this state when & new development under.’ * How do you come to know ItT I|dissppeared. I sat down upotn s keg In
the resords of yous early - > quite drew our sttention away from the “ “what shall we give for it? asked, in surpriss, the corner and thought the whols mat-
- asked. “T Bave often | = = i e : . . | original mystery. “*All that is ours. “"“When my old tutor used to give “L,{l"—'““‘;‘"’ wel siods b
wished that 1 had notes of those cases ™ | “8B Temembar ihat mare than once he | been left In the billllard-room. so I For two days Rachel Howells had * "Why should was give 1T me an exarclse in trigonomstry, it al- e b ZASE i T
Ton, my b« thess were all dons l expressed a keon interest in my meth- 1pu!1'd on my Aressing-gown and start- | been so 111, somutimes delirlious, some- “ *For the sake of the trust’ AV e teal thel ahE AT cases, Watson. I put myself In the
prematurely befurs my bio 4 | ods of obeervation and nferance. | 84 off to get it times hysterical, that a nurss had been po e e TR : Sy it X § | man's place and, having first gauged
coma to glorify me 1 "“For four years had seen nothing “**In orde each the bHilliard employed to sit up with her at night. The original has no date, but 18 in helghts. When I was a Iad I worked | his Inteiligence, I try to imagine how
after huandle in a tender L b Rtas attE ok “__n"'“‘ -~ --w'a-:»_“d . R .-' r(.:u-r JE‘Iil.}Iu A.; | ?rl.-rcon';l On the third night after Brunton's dis- | the speiling of the middls of the sev- ::: every tres and bullding In the es- I I should myself have procesded under
o They ATe o S P o s rout IS .‘....h t ..:v m...n flight of stairs an appearance, the nurse, finding her pa- | antsenth century,’ remarked Musgrave. "?l:hl% J 3 : ths same clrcumstances. In thia caxa
Watsop,” said he. “But thers are had changed little, waa dressed like then to cross the head of & pussage | tient sleeping nicely, had dropped into | 7 am afraid. however, that It can ba ... 5 V;M an um_-lr‘ltclm plece ;: the matter was simplified by Brunton's
pretty lttls problems among them. | -~ . X , ‘2 | which led to the Mbrary and the gun- | a nap in the arm chair. when she woks . 5 1s [ 120 ¥ data were coming mors quick- | intelligence being quite first rate, =o
a young man of fashlon—he was al of Ijttle help to you in solving th ly than I could have reasonably hoped. | that it w
Here s the record of the Tarleton mu?- | wuys & bit of a dandy—and preserved room You can imagine my surprise | In the sarly morning to find the bed mystary.’ " el o' I ™ d‘ P S ir butler Lang was unneccssary to make any
of Vamberry, he | tne setme qulet susve manser which | When, as I looked down this corridor, empty, the window open, and no signs Wiat least’ sald I ‘1t gives us an-| gver msk mo. :,1. a4, ‘lt:l}'ﬁl:r utle nliuwax.zce for the personal equation, as
f | had formerly di him I saw a glimmer of light coming from of the invalld. I was instantly aroused | s¢her mystery, and one which ls sven p- Lo {duh{’u i a._q;ll.akoéi. = 5 the astronomers have dubbed it He
“*How bhas all h you, Mus- | the open door of the ilhr.l?)‘ 1 had and with tha two footmen started off At | 574 Interesting than the first. It may Bntor.elfi:“:':em.. u"\gor:‘:h:'my:u :::!1 1: tﬁ rnelw&t_l‘.’n{t aimath!ng sy gt
grave™ I ssked, after we had cordially | myself extinguished the lamp and | Liif in search of the missing girl. 11| he that the sclutlon of the one WAY|my mind, he answered, ‘Brunton 41 ask found that thued s?;;:te;h'i:; p‘l):e:..ﬁH’:
ahaken hands Slonie the Goer Mtess soming 6 belid o e & allcuit te -teil the direction | prove to be the solution of the othern | mg gbout the helght of the tree s0ma | was just top heavy fo S
“*You probably heard of my poor | Naturally my first thought was of bur- which shs had taken, for stariing £70m | You will excuse mo. Musgrave, if I| months ugo, in connection with some | unalded “‘Tm:euwguwrhn r:mnt:t;nuge
Aeath.’ sald he: 'he was car- | glars. The corridors at Hurlstone Juney her window we coald follow ht':’ say thut your butier appears to me o | jittle argument with the groom.’ could not get hel frorr: o:ui; v :
sff about two years ago. Einee | nave thelr wally largely decorated with footmarks sasily across th’, i ‘? the | have besn s very clever man and to “This was excellent news, Watson, | if ha imd soms Ene whom he. .u.ld.
I have, of , had the Hurl- | trophies of old weapons. From one ',h.fzﬁ e :h; e T!:er?hlile%tvﬁn‘-h;d have had a clearer infight than ten | gor {t showed me that I was on the {rug‘{ without the unbarrin Qaf :omn
stone estates 10 age, and as I am | of thess I ploked & battie-ax, and then. | gue ¢ ‘“h‘ il i Sl < Jake th eads | generations of his masters/ right road. I looked up at the sun. It |and considerable risk of dafnctl It
member for m strict as well, mY | lsaving my candla behind me, I crept O.“b?f L Sy S R ’1‘ 'r.t“ #+ hardly follow you' aald Mul- | s low in the heavens, and I calculated | was batter, if b 14, to h g h!
life Bas bheen & busy one. But I un-|aon tiptos down the passage and righnt f'l"l‘: "”‘-‘l‘-! and you can m"“ﬂ' ne | crave. “The paper ssema to me o be | thae in less than an kour it would 118 | halpmats inside lehgc?-::)un'e OBu:v:-h t:
fashioned Serutune 1, e turm:\:l peeped in at the open door. ?:arti f;; !.iJKu. p:o‘—enﬂa;een::; Sirl“cllmh: Of"‘Egu!:raf:f?:‘]mln}fo:t:enr:e: fmmennely just above the topmost branches of tha | could hl’ ask? This girl ﬁld been ;!"'
AR - jeal ends thosa powers wit 1to tha utl - ' b il 18 old oak. Oane condition mentioned in !
'_..:." ,',‘."1".:',;‘, ou used to amase us™ ”h“E:‘rrur !l:- was niie't‘.r‘;;"'"Ir;':l dl"!:lll::;. 'G--u-afer;-li)u-rtpe”mw:d‘l"sgr t!::.-o drags at practical, and i‘ tmcﬂ ‘::“; Br‘;";‘;n the Ritual would then be fulfilled. And ::;?;J?.;E:;?; tﬁa?‘;::;::‘h}:v:lg::l;;
= -t >~ sald 1, 1 taken to U¥- | in an easy chalr with a of naper x . » took the same yview. s had probably | the ghadow of the elm must mean ths | o . : !
ing :“ my wits' which loocked Nke a m‘;.:| up(f:‘l ‘i:.ln ::r?n'inn:ndh-:?:-mh:r:::rgf 3.";:‘;;3;0:‘?: seen it bero'ro that night on which ¥ou | farther end of the shadow, otherwigo h:tm:rw;;n\.:n:“:al:z. hh‘t:..we;';: ::ﬂ:‘!ﬁ
tvic .'o. - EeE to_hent; L, S ‘1,” knee, and hos forehead sunk forward ‘lu“ﬁ.r_d ' On the other h;ndl. wa brought c‘.‘f?‘“ hlm: - the trunk would have been chogen 88 ['try by a few attentions to maks him
advice at § be exceedingly | upon his hand In deep thought. I stood o Sepas ok : It is wvery possible. We took RO | the guide. I hnd. then, to find where | peace with the girl Howell H
valuable to some | dumb with sastonishment, watching 1o thi-aurrace A ONees o l.,me" un=® | pains to hide 1t the far end of the shadow would fall | would engege hs,' as hf > ‘:,N t“""
.r,,- -T[M:)R' and | nj 1 from Lthe .‘.-;.,-L.Im-r» ,\Hu::a‘.l 'im-f'f- ;‘-ﬂtgll‘::in}‘;f:ﬁl slllth'lv::l:t:n‘:mnnrh:l'é 1 - ’lmtpwh‘;;li‘h.é. Il‘;hn;;d tjhm;: whiss | Ehs SN2 Sras JENC CiSAt O8, FRO ) Topathes {h”y ‘"’rum “’m: ::cn;\:gt c:é
the pollce have be ow 09 | on the edge of th ahle ot e o - agine, to reires s mema upon that | cak.™ - : v
light upon the matt It is really the | jighe which .um.”-..;‘::”e:ﬂ? 1:::'::\:: ru.i‘nfj-?vﬂ'ir:‘:::mr;;’ mmrh .?g".“ last occasion. Ha had, ss I understand, “That must have been difficult, :i?f::;h:c; a:|1a:h’:;eunul::§eror§; ‘;::Hi
most extraordinary and inexplicable | he was fully dressed. Suddenlv. as I aral Gult-00L0Te. - P Oeus pebble OF | goma mort of map or chart which he | Hoimes. when the elm was mo longer 14 £ r th Sl
businass. * looked. he ross/from. his cHaly. and glasa, This sirange find was all that | w00 comparing with the manuscript. | there.” s cotxudn ?tlov. their sctions as If I had
"You can lmagine with what cager- | w -:.ku'-.‘: over to & bureau at the ‘;o el :;Um-.‘hn me:;,‘ snd al-| 04 which he thrust into his pockst “Well, at lJeast I knew that if Bruon- “"BIL!} t:;mtutoﬁz-t them, and
ness 1 liste y him. Watson, for the | side. he unlocked it and drew out ons t o’ufh 'wl'-:_mla' o :.}1 ry poge “‘_"“;ﬁ when yod appeared.’ ton could do it, T could also. Besides. | woman, it must have been h t :
along ihe edge | YETT LD or which 1 had been |of the d om this he 00k a | ing .l:n\jr-ar)'i‘s-:_“:..;-_au’g‘ m‘l‘l.’“i ;‘{M“ ““That is true. But what could he | there was no real difficulty. I went With | ¢he Taistng of that :tf:r:m.“? l:mrl
et 4 himselt | panting during all those months of | paper. and to his séat he ,I,.NE ki ,:EPRL,T}‘:,[,IExméﬂnn‘i“';: m';uo;:.‘:; have to do with this old family custom | AMfusgrave to his study and whittled | Sysaex pollceman snd I had loun:r 1{
em over with | IBactien peemed to have come withia | riatiened It out beside the tapar on the p“_;il“ BT u_iheh' ‘-rlu‘ t;id. I;Ni it of ours, and what doss this rigmarcle’| myself this peg. to which I tied this | no light Job. What would they do to
n | my :u-_':: In my Inmost heart I be- | oigs of the table, and began to study | come up to you &% & Iast resource. m?_‘f"" y St o FEOGIAL S long ntring‘ with n knot st each yard. | sggist them? Probably what I shouid
mald are | Meved that I could suoceed whers oth- | jy with minute attention. My indigna- o . 1 don’t think that we should have | Then I took two leéngths of a fishing- | have done myself. I ros d fned
avs Jeft to remind me of | ors failod, and now 1 had the opper- tion At this calm r:;}::‘llnn.t!?)n r'ofﬁf»:r E\?u-“nllw:ftn:ﬁ :‘o“}t‘?n. “:i-tho:?:nn much difticulty in determining that,’ | rod, which came to just six feet and I | carefully the different %l?ltuozn::d
ture of the Musgrave Ritual | tunlty to test myselfl . o | family documents overcame me so far :-:T:;tc n:q::nce-af events sud ;:-.{:Ll:oret.‘: sald 1. "With your permission we will | went back with my client to where the | which were scattered round the fioor.
I heard him mention t 1' .pr”‘ let mes have the detafle” I} ihat I took a step forward, and Bran- | to plece tham together and to devise :‘:l;e‘:)ha“ ﬂi:::'iet::«?:ed:o::lymlr?:l,;: lgi:: (T;;dtlr‘om;.r t"lr:n‘;;n v;n'.qnj‘f::.egrf;; Almost at once I came upon what I
than once. though I had ney cried 5 looking up f iing h re 3 . 5 3 s - oty T
gather !"::‘:dta.l. - “Regirald Musgrave sat down oppo- ] et . T ol i . il Lo g s thread wpon which they | matter upon the spot. rod on ena? marked out the dirsction of expected. One plece, nbout three fest
x ol 5 doorway He sprang to his feet, nis | might all hang. The butler was gone. . . in length, hed a very marked Indenta-
ad s T =P u - site to me. and 1t the cigarette which ot . 4 "The same aftsrncon saw us both at| the shadow, and measured it It was
ala &L K o dl) L EPL SIND SUPRY tace turmed lvid with fear, and Ne| Ths maid was gone. The mald had | myristone. Posalbly you have @een le h £on Kk ons snd, wWhils Srarml “waks
AR & Lof I had pushed towards ! . thrust iato his breast the chart-like|loved the butler. but had aftérwards i . ‘ I y niﬂ“ feel in l"nlg‘ o) g ) flattened at the sldes as If they had
and leave the litter a8 It 167 he You must know, sald he, ‘that | o B L . ; pletures and read descriptions of the Of ecourse, the calculation now was | a
oy ez e Your tldiness | though I am & bachelor I have to keep | paper which he had been coriginally l;l‘_l’:l“:l;:"'?na“"n:‘r“-'-‘mh&";;‘,‘f;':“: “ﬁ;: famous old building, so I will confine | a simple one. If a rod of six feet thraw ‘.e;:h";?mg:f,’::u}by;:':;:‘e:, ?:':,‘;1:‘:::;
~ : s A I r e e Al 4 h blood. r . . t af it . o - =4 u + < s
- strain after all, Wat a considerable staff of servants at | “Thin 18 how you re- | had been terribly exelted immodintely msn'ac!munh- n-Ht 1o ru)lni u:;: Izt- i# | a shadow of nine, a tree of264 fest would | ¢hge stone up they had thrust the chunks
e glad that you Flatone, for it is a rambling old | : h we have reposed in | after his dlsapeparance. She had fiung D RGtil The Tanve e St e ) R i B #6. and the line of tho O0¢ | of wood into the chink, untll at last,
. FORE S * and takes & §00d dea : ..oﬂ y | You will leave my service tomor- | Into the lake a bag containing soms | ang t’w. shorter ﬂ*;e anclent nucleu.n' W‘;u 4. ‘if N d"’o :imu enedla th8 | when the opening was largs enough to
A make preserve, 100, and in the | curious contents. These ware all fac- | ¢rom which the other has dgve]obed’ m‘,'f.rl; bre m:a:.snx::-: |m:“ t I“—p :}:-?c*f crawl through, they would hold It open
W Al TenotEs | :".,,1 :"“,"_‘”"_3": om the look of & man | tors which had to be taken into con- Over the fow, heevy-linteled door, in 2‘;“ chu.;“:];d 1 'tf?‘m:'t A :ng‘ lma‘u?a by & billet placed langthwise, which
bt By oo ey Chos | W0 ied, and slunk past | sideration and yet none of them got| ¢hp center of this old part, is chiseled | spot " You can imagine my exultation might yery wall heookie incanted 8%
0 et 'M{f, ,c:;:fr.',.'n‘nw i a word. The taper was| quite to the heart of the matter. What | ype gate, 1607, but experts are agreed Watson, when within two inches of my the lower end, since the whole welght
i ol 1 two footmen and & HOY. 'The garden | n the table, and by ita light I| was the starting point of this chain | tpgt the beéams and stonework are | peg I saw & conionl depression In the ff S;" ‘;"“‘ wnnild press it down on
s of oo iy o g | 1 to see Wwhat the paper was of evania There lay the end of this | really much older than this. The enor- | ground. I knew that it was the mark 0 the edge of this other slab. Bo fap
f had taken from the du- | angled line ualy thip 1 n bt I was stil]l on safs ground.
 the & r | arate staff % . | mousiy thick walis and tiny windows | made by Brunton in his messurements, s
and my cenverss wwp b vl s  whao | T*8L surprise It was nothing I must aoe that paper. Musgrave'| o¢ ¢his part had in the 1} centu 1 th ti1] upon his trail And now how was X to procesd to
; versa- Of thess servasis the ene who L ; 13 I ‘which this butl & v of » ast ry | and that I waa still upon his : reconstruct this midnight 4 T
. 1t . man whose fate | had beeh Jouzest our service was a ance at all, but simply a c:.‘.! L .wr.‘. & .H- \izll=" of yours| ariven the family inte bullding the new “From this starting-point I proceed- "-"l;arl el L sasid Gﬂ rama
4 4 rst turped my attention ! Brunton, ihe butler. Iie was & youln | ¥ of the questlons and answers in thoughs rth his while to consuil | wing. and the old ons was uned ROW | ed to step, having frst taken the car- hola }'d”t‘hyl: Sadmy t into the
n the direction of the profession which | scheslmuster out of place when Bbe |} singular old ohservance ealled the as & storebouse and a cellar when It | dinal peints by my poeket compass. :’” -ml‘.!l‘l“ - Al (-na’ ‘:1“ bﬁruntrm. The
as t me my life's werkk You see | was first taken by my father, but | k It is & sort of gere- was used at all | A splendld park with | Ten steps with each foot tock me along fhrn nnlock::et:: :;::lx ah::%;dBmut.%n
ne RGWw when Y DAME BAS SOOmMe s man of great snergy aad | te eour family, which fine old timber surrounds the house, | parallel with the wall of the house, and | oontents presumably—at th ol Hroad
xbown fare and wids, and when I am : B - for centuries past hasj and the lake to which my cilent hed | again I marked my spot with a peg. taedirllgy i ymidr t:“ oy ‘were
Eenerally r sKnls th by the pub susehold. Hs was on his coming of age— referred Iny close to the avenue, about | Then I carefully paced off five to the | .., 1 pened? sn—eod then
e and by the o al force as belng andsome man, with & Sty SEEEESNS, BBA | s 200 _yards from the tuliding. east and two to the south. It brought "“'hntp'mn]de i 7l 4
s final r : peal in doubtful . and though Ha ::ni ttle importance to the “1" swas already firmly convinced | me te the very threshold of the 0ld |, ., .vadenly = :“ sr:' ‘;1 vengeanca
0. Bvem whid o e Sk R | 20 years he cannot | like our own blazonings wWatdon, that thers were not three sep- | door. Two steps to the west meant new | oo uyinnnea ‘?_.“ac““:“;":_ “"2' in t!.,hia
¢ the thme of the sffatr which Yeu | be fore than 40 now. With his per- |asd cbherges, hut of no practical use arats mysteries hers, but one only, and | that I was to go {wo paces down the | .. 44 the man who b d. e B
ave smorated In A Study in |sonal advantages and his extraordin- | whatever. that if I could read the Musgrave rit- | stone-flagged passage, and this was the | ~_ o ro0a her, perhis lf wronged hor
Scariet 2ad alrendy esiablished B lary cifte—far ha can SpeAk Seweral ] - @ had better come back to the aa! sright I should hold In my hand the | place indicatsd by the Ritual =5 ’mmc“d_-_;: h""‘fn" ';N’" than
( not & very incra- | MRguases and play nearly every mu- | paper afterwards’' sald I elus which would lead me to the truth #“Never have I felt sucn a cold chill | o "y nin thay the w pd'" Was It
a can Bardly re- |sical fostrum . erful that If you think It really necessary,’ he comcerning both the butler Brounton | of disappointment, Watson. For & mo- | o4 shat the ston hog :'d slipped,
cult I found it at | he should have f1ed a0 long answered., with some hesitation “To and the mald Howells. To that then | ment it seemed to me that there must | .. nat haa ‘;e:‘,m‘ h: ut HNHNQ
ad 10 walt be- | in such & position. dut I suppese that continue my statement, howevar: T re- .1 turned all my energies. Why should | be some radical mistake in my ocaleu= | ;o ihna only Dess uflt stuﬁoulchrc-.
making asy head- | he was comfortable, and lacked energy tocked the buresu, using the key which this servant be so anxlous to master this | lations. The wsetting sun shone tull | o his fate? Or h.ld;nom, ‘: d.d ence as
 Eake mmy change The bufler of | Bruaton had left. and I had turned to old formula? Evidently becsuss he saw | upon the passage floor, and 1 could see | oo Lo hand od th 'm“ an blow
up to London I | Huristeme is always a thing that is | g0 when 1 was surprised o find that something in it which had escaped all | that the pld, fool-worn gray stones | Lo sant the .Mmb ul.i PPOTL WAy
ague streal. just | remembered by all who wvisit us the Dutier had returned, and was stand. those generations of country squires, | with which It was paved were firmly | (oo place? Be that aﬁrlc 1flh€0"h into
r frem the British Mu- “But this parsgon has ons fault. | ing bafors me and from which he expected soma per- | comented together, and had esrtainly | . "l that woman's fi ‘l':_s'm} seemed
1 waited, filling i my | He 1s a bit of & r n and you =sogte Musgrave, sir” he cried, in » sonal advantage. What was it then, | not been moved for many & long Year. | . o of har treasure 1.‘ ~ St
time by stedvisg | can imaging that f r Iiks him | voles which was hoarss with emotion, and how had It affected his fata? Briunton had not been At work bBere. | oia.’ on the wl::d: ﬂ:“I "ld’ﬁ)‘in!
ofl thoss Dranches of science which | it Is not & very difficnl: part to piay | I can’t hear diagrace. sir. I've always “It was perfectly obvious to me, on | I tapped upan the floor, but it sounded | o0 Hingiog porhe “l;.“t‘ "’:' with her
ghit make me more effisient Now |in a guiet country distr When he | besn proud sbove my station In iifa reading the ritual, that the measure- | the samae all over, and' thers Was 00 | screems Fro bohind b e Iuniies
Tmd sEain cases came In my way, prin- | was married it was all right, but sines | and diagrace would kil me. My blood ments must refer to some spot to which | wign of any crack or crevice. But f0r- | grommin "ot frensl dorh.nd it
nrough the mirsduction of old | he has been a widower ws have had | Will be on your head, mir—it will, in- the rest of the document alluded, and | tunately, Musgrave, who had begun to |, Tl ‘ur i '“‘_;’ i ands egainst
dents, fTor d my last | 5o end of troubls With him A few }deed—if you drive ma to despalr. If that if we could find that ¥pot. we | appreciate the meaning of my proceed. | b ruichice,"lovera life ont. chiing
the unlversity are was & | mesths sgoe we were In hopes that ne | yYou cannot keep me aller what has should be tn & falr way towards finding | ings. and who was now as excited as “Hers w o
- e n ) ; + - as the secret of her blanched
aof talk there about was abou: te mettle down again for | paseed then for God's sake let me give what the secret was which the old Mus- | myself, tock out NS mARURctips 9 face, her shaken n h
and my methods Th;‘ third of thesa I ha bacam» engaged to Rackel Howells, | you notice and leave !n & month, as I g'b:'m-?:"”‘::::::: l“fl:;f;:“?h!;: chee: '2" r:;oulu;z:n:ﬁﬁ “You have hysterical laughter .:I:Q:iu ::ra:[&mg:r:r
ases was that of the Musgrave Ritgal, | our second housemald; but ke Las [of my own free will, T could stand . > “CAnd u _"" i in B - i -
NG - 18 8 the Interest which was | thrown her over since {hen and taken | that Mr. Musgrave, but not to bhe cast :;::*&::I::,S‘ﬁ‘:: t.t::::rk‘ :t;h:" "ﬂ.'."'“‘ tb:h‘nm‘.l “t%:r‘ 1 a that fo‘st ::d E;: %ﬁ.":?u:n[ﬁi?v“ﬁ
sed Wy that singular hain of | up with Janst Tregellls, the daughter | out pefore all the folk that 1 know po t o 1 had oRERL E I as < course, It must have been the ol 2
avesis, and the large Issces which | of the Bead Ker Hachel—w) well.~ could be mo question at all. Right in | we were to 4ig, but now, of course, I old metil
her - SAmekeepar. ba | well front of the houss, upon the left-hand bat I was “Th and pebbles which my cllent had
ced 1o B . 2B 3 oo my | v -~ .
proved ts Se st stake, that I trace my | Ia a very rood givl, but of an excitabia “You don't deserve much consider. side of the drive th'mmodg atriarch gpons ;:c. ';‘l mu.tmg:‘;mi"ﬂ.d,'“ dragged from the mere. She had th
:":u:nfx:a toeward the position wiich “‘ol:‘h“l-‘ np«f‘fmtnl—hld a u::rp ation, Brunton,” 1 answered “Your smeng oaks, one of the nonpmm- ll__a'!g::‘ mguu':nm as the h'ou-:- Down | ibem In thers at the firat opportn::}:;
» 2 tone raln fever, and goes about | conduct has been most Infamous. How- that v rem trace
o Renin 'iﬁ L:u‘lﬂvl .:?fd h»;—. . in | the house now—or 14 untll yesterday | sver, as you have been a long tima in N Lk s ‘h‘“?::hg.waﬁm b"‘:&‘:z:::fzoﬂ'nd::kiu dabdtare m.-r"og.:ﬂ; l;.l:mm I°l£‘g"'“:"::;
- ] .
e Sight Sopealntnee with A m_mwr.b"m"-?':.:h:.g'n:-fu“;nm’m prws e T bt e was drswn up’ said I as we drovs | and my companion. striking a match, }it | tionless. thinking the matter out. Afus.
tagrace upon you. month, hawever, lpu 11:. & S s large lantern which stood on a bar- | ETAVE still stood with & very pale face,
““It was Lhere at erman Coo- | rel in the corner. u“mm‘-“th sCongluded 02 Page T 5

He waa oot geserally popuiar among ! at Huristone, butl & sscond cos came

/

is too lons. Mnmuuaruu’

g




