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Most Serious Bunch of Consorts Ever Known in Eu-

ropean History Elizabeth of Belgium Heads the
List Lost Hair by Catching Typhoid Fever While
Nursing Poor Child Carmen Sylva's Work for the
Blind and Suffering Helene, ofItaly, of Heroic
Nature, Known as "the Angel of Charity" Czarina
of Bulgaria the Guardian of Blind Folks and Deaf
Mutes Mary, of England, and Cecilie, of Germany,
the Friends of Working Girls Ingeborg, of Sweden,
Feeds Hungry Children.

Sept. ?. Special.)
BRUSSELS. haa tha world aeen

of serious Queens oa
tha tbronaa of Europe. Their royal
browi aeem to be "sicklied o'er with
tha pale ran I of thought." and In moat
conrta today ood worka are preferred
to fan and folly. That being- - the rase,
tinman Intereat haa now to ba sought,
not.aa In tlmea past, in tha Indlscre-tlon- a

of Qaeena and tha frailty of
court beauties, but In tha exploit of
crowned heada Intent on alleviating
tha aufferlnira of mankind, roaaiblr
it la tha modern way of tha monarchy
to Juatlfy lta ezlstenre before a res-tir-e

public opinion.
Right in tha forefront of philan-

thropic endeavor la Queen Elisabeth, of
Belgium, who a year or two tf con-

tracted typhoid fever aa tha prlca of
fcer devotion to alrk. visit Inn among
tha poor. Much of her aoft. blonda hair
bad to ba cut off In consequence of
thla tllneaa. and tha curia aha weara

11 ever bar head to cover tha defi-
ciency have aet the fashion In Belgium
for thla moda of coiffure. A novel hair
decoration, designed by King Albert,
haa also helped to hide tha ravagea of
fever. It consists of a long bar of
diamonds from which dropa a network
of brlllanta, with a fins atona form-
ing a central point, tha fringe of Jew-l- a

falling over the aoft curia with
eucb bewitching effect that every Bel-

gian woman of nota has copied the
fashion.

How closely tha Queen of tha Bel-

gians comes Into contact with some
of her poor subjects Is proved by tha

i following pretty otory. Every Sum- -'

mar aha aenda many poor children to
tha aeaalde. but always contrives to

both tha mothers and tha children
herself beforehand. Not long ago. ona

f of these little opes, aeelng the (Jueen
In tha palace. looked up Into her face
and said. "Oh. madam, how teaunful
jroa are." .

--Not so beautiful. sat. I the child's
mother, "aa when Her Majesty came
mm aa angel, bat dressed like a working-w-

oman, and nursed thee bark to
life. Her teara fell for ma brighter
and more precloua than all her Jewel."

In looking after the alrk. Elisabeth
of Belgium haa an advantage over her
atstar Queens, for she la a physician,
and tha daughter of a physician. Her
father. Puke Carl f Bavarta. waa a
famous oculist. Two philanthropies I
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upon which she spends a great deal
time are the dis-

pensary for and a school
of and for
young women in straitened circum-
stances. she frequently attenda tha
school to give the pupils practical hlnta
In designing, the girls become

well qualified, for ahe la the best-gown-

Queen In the world, and apeaka
with all the assurance of a Worth.

Apart from theae two well-know- n

charities, the "people's Queen." aa aha
la called, la In the habit of doing good
by atealth. In ways that often elude
the newspaper sleuths. In illustration
of her thorough methods. It Is pointed
out with pleasure that ahe learnt
Flemish In order to apeak to the poor
In their own tongue. But ahe acta as
well aa apeaka In a language the whnla
world aa when she
took a violin to a alrk woman fond
of music and played her aome simple
airs.

Another Elisabeth also lives close
to her people. "Good-by- e. Mother
Queen. God bless you." Is the parting
expression which her people send after
the Queen of Roumanla. when "Car-
men Sylva." aa ahe la known to th
literary world, takea leaves of them
for rest and recreation In a foreign
country. Her wrttlnga are known
tha world over, but her kindly deeds
are little heard of outside the fron-
tiers of her small kingdom. Praise
her booke and she Is bored. But praise
the "City of the Blind." the Vatre

ahe haa called Into being, and
a smile of delight comet to her sen-
sitive Hps.

Blindness 'to one endowed with the
artistic vision must alwaya aeem the
worst affliction that beset the
human lot, and a full realization of
such a physical defect Inspired Carmen
Sylva to establish for the blind this
real haven of refuge. The Vatre

la unique In that It provldea
not only for the blind, but their rela-
tives, wherever feasible, given work
In the Institution at aelected Indus-
tries. Before the city of the blind
waa built the helpful aide of the
Queen of Roumanla s genlua found ex-
pression In the Installation of a print-
ing press for the blind aj Bucharest.
Although she In the care
of those doomed to live In perpetual
darkness, her embrace all
forma of Buffering and need. Often
aha la to seen In tha uniform of
trained nurse, to the sick,
aa well aa In the guise of a skillful

and allkweaver. Instruct
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Ing Roumanian girls la serviceable
occupations.

Meralaaa of Italy's Qaeea.'
Deeds of klndnesa more heroic In

character stand to the credit of Queen
Helen, of Italy, who, nurtured In the
black mountains of Montenegro, has
the strongest physique of any of the
European consorts. Her daring and
courage were first exhibited to the

llttlnn at Caatel
Gullelleo, a heart-renderi- catastrophe
in wnicn several passengers wem
killed outright and many were man-
gled. Accompanied by the Kins. he
rushed to the scene and worked all
night, helping to extricate the maimed
from 'the wreckage, and then adminis-
tering first aid to the rescued. The
earthquake at Messina also called
her great energies of helpfulness Into
play, and It was there, while working,
side by side with doctors and minis-
ters, that she earned the title of "Th
Angel of Charity." a name she more
than lived up to while fighting the
cholera In Italy In the early part of
thla year.

Tk.r. annfh.r Queen Helen who
almost rivals her namesake Italy
in good works. Before her marriage-wit-

Czar Ferdinand of Bulgaria, the
present Tsarina waa ' a PTlncess of
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Reuss. Sofia she runs an institu-
tion for the blind, and another for
deaf mutes, and like her royal sister
of Roumanla ahe personally attends
to the inmatea with motherly solici-
tude.

In Britain, where the King is called
"tha fount of honor," the royal con-

sort can as truly be styled "the fount
of mercy" Queen Mary'a part Is noth-
ing so easy and as merely
to play "Lady Bountiful." although
many a check from her private
purse to deserving charities.

She makes no sudden entrances into
the limelight as her mother-in-la- w was
prone to do. for she detests notoriety.
Her principal care Is for the wounded
on the battleflelda of labor, and for
the poor work glrla of England and
their mothers. She wants to help them
wage their battle of existence, and It
Is an open secret that while at Car-
narvon for the Investiture her eon.
she Inquired closely into the of
the labor deadlock In the Welch coal
fields and definitely made her wlshe?
known that masters and men should
come to a apeedy agreement.

It Is through lAdy Bertha Dawkins,
her favorite attendant. Queen
Mary keeps In touch with the 200 or
S00 working girls who wait every
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morning in Church, Lon-
don Wall, for their places of business
to open. Their presence in London an
hour or so before their work begins is
due to the fact that for the sake of
economy they travel to the city by the
early workmen's trains. After a short
religious service, the girls occupy their
time In making garments. "Doing the
Queen's sewing" it is called, for all the
garments tbey make are put at Queen
Mary's disposal. Lady Bertha Dawkins
periodically reports on. the movement,
and often leaves a handsome check to
be used In the girls' interests. .

Work of English Queen.
Queen Alexandra has naturally been

less In the public eye since King Ed-

ward's death, and the ty

Into which she has retired now more or
less,' hides her benefactions from the
world. Of all the European Queens she
Is perhaps more closely Identified with
hospitals than any, both as a liberal
supporter of their funds, and as vis-

itor. On several occasions, In answer
to a direct appeal, she has gone direct
from her palace to the bedside of a
child In a London hospital, with flow-

ers and kind words for the little suf-
ferer.

She Is said' to have a sharp temper
In private life, but all her womanly
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qualities find simple and direct expres-
sion when she Is by a sick bed. A
story Is told of her in this connection,
relating to an incident during the last
year of her husband's reign. Believing
in the old adage that charity begins
at home, she always visited her serv-
ants when they were ill. On one oc-

casion a member of the Windsor
household was confined to her bed in a
remote and rather inaccessible part of
that stately pile.

The old physician wlio attended the
patient grumbled at having to climb
the steep stairs to her room. "You may
well complain, doctor," said the sick
woman: "Her Majesty, who visits me
every day, says she finds the staircase
very trying." Swallowing the Implied
rebuke. the physician grumbled no
more, lest he should incur the dis-
pleasure of his royal employer.

Like Queen Mary of England, the
Crown Princess Cecilie of Germany
takes a. deep interest in the welfare of
young working girls, especially In
finding Jobs for the Hap-
pening one day to see the advertise-
ment of a vacancy in a newspaper for
a department store girl, she applied in
person.

"I've seen your advertisement for an
assistant," ahe said to the storekeeper,
"and
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"But my poor child," said the atore-keepe- r,

touching her shoulder kindly,
"you are not strong enough for the
work. Come again in a month, and
then I may be able to consider your ap-
plication. If you will tell me your
name, make a note of it.'

"Cecilie," replied the Princess.
"What does your husband do?"
"At present nothing," but later he'll

be Emperor."
The storekeeper was stupefied, but

explanations followed, and a place waa
found for the Princess' protege.

Lesser known royalties are also to be
found in the thick of philanthropic en-

deavor. Princess Ingeborg, wife of
Prince Charles of Sweden, Is called
"Princess Ray of the Sun"- because of
her devotion to the welfare of children.
For she-- is determined to see that they
have plenty of- - wholesome food," and
efficient nursing when ill.

Cooking is an art very near to the
of the Duchess d'Aoste, of

the Due D'Orleans,. who has established
economic kitchens at Naples and some
of the neighboring towns. Precept and
practice go hand in hand with her, for
she herself has cooked in the kitchens,
and given lessons In the culinary art.
She is renowned as the only woman of
royal rank who has punched dough in
public.
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