THE SUNDAY OREGONIAN, PORTLAND, AUGUST 13, 1911.

3

T was ln the year "0 thal & cambi-
ts to which T need

nation of sventa

not enter caused Mr Enerlock
Holmes and myssif to spend somée
weeks In one of our great univernity
wons and |t was during this time
at the small bet instroctive sdven-
gre which 1 am about to relate befell
m 1t will be obvious that any dotails
ald belp the reader to BX-

the college or the erimi-
injudicious and offensive.
a scandal may well be al-
ount. With due discretion
neident [ts¢lf may, however, be
= tee it werves to illustrate
some of thome gualities fer which mYy

nd was remarkable. 1 will endes-

in my statement. to avold wsaeh

owed ta dle

slmce

. = would serve to limit the
avants to angy alar place, or give
L W T o the people concerned.
We wore residing at the time in fur-
nished lodgings close to a iHbrary
where Eherlock Holmes was pursuing
sams laborious ressarches in early
Engliash chartera—rteassarches whieh
ledd to results so striking that they
may be the subject of one of my future
aarrativea. Eere it was that one avan-
ing wa recelved a visit from an as-
guaintance, Mr. Hiltoen Soames, tuler
and lscturar at ths College of B
Luke's. Mr. Boames waa a tall, spare
rpnn. of a pervous and excitable tem-

1 had always known him to
manher, bat on this
particular occaslon he was In such A
state of uncontrollable agitation that
was clear sometbing Wery unusual
occurred

Mr. Holmes, that you can
a few hours of your valu-
We have had a very paln-
st 8. Luke's, and really,
bat L ¢ happy chance of your belng
town I should kave been at & lasa
what to 48

~1 am very busy just mow, and [ de-
sire no Jdistractions™ wmy friend an-
awared =t should much prefer that
you called in the si@ of the police™

Mo, Do, y dear sir; such & course
is giterlr Impoasible, When once the
law ls evaked 1t cannot be stayed again
of those cases

“1 trust
apare
able
ful §

me

et

1 ®
lamat

in

and this i= Just one
where, for the credit of the callage, 1t
is most essentlal to avold scandal.
Your discretion iz as well known as
your pewers, and you are the ons man
in sha world wi ean halp me I beg
you, Mr. Holures, to do what you osn”™

My and's temper had not lm-
proved ain e had bean deprived al
the congenlal surroundings of Baker
rreet Without his scrapbooks, his

hemicals and his homely untidiness,
uncomfortahle He

W WEaE An man.
shrugged him shoulders In ungracious
acgulescence, while our visitar In har-
c words and with much excitabls
jeulation poured farth his story
must explain to you. Mr. Holmes,
it smarrow s the first day of the

tor tha Fartssoue scholar-

shis 1 a e of the examiners. MY
s b e in eek, and the firet of the
papers consints of a large passage of
Greak tra yn which the candidale

s not » This passage In printed

tina paper, and it weuld
Iimmonsa advantaxge

Bhe An

1, candidate could prepare it In ad-
vaDsY For this reason, great care I8
takén to kean tha papsr secrel
Adas about 1 o'clock, the preals of
thin £ rived from the
= »e maminte of Balf a AT
Iidas I had to remd It ovaer

the text must be absolute-

wrert At 4°39 my task was not

I had, however, prom-

» t tenn In A friend's rooma,
1 fe nroof upon my desk. I

t t r more thas an Bour.

rare, Mr. Holmes, that our

» re A¢ 1o —a Ereen

w anid = savy oak one

I appraached my outer

{ r. 1 wa ynmxed to see & kay In It
Por tustant § imagined that 1 had
; there. but on feeling

T ; ot 1 found that it was all
) ne only duplicats which ex-
Wt o fur as | kpew, was that Which

servant, Bafnister—a

r s looked aftor my room for

r wnidd whose honesty In Ab-

» y above suspicion. 1 found that
imdeed his, that he had

wn to know If I wanted
he had very carclessly
the door when he came
to my room must have
faw minutes of mY
retfulneas about the
mattered little upon
but on this one
most deplor-

ver

have
raslon,
ueed the
atl my table,
e had rum-
The proofl
1 had Jeft
1 found that
Iring on the floor, one
table near the window
I had Jaft 1"
first Uime.
the pec-
where

(4.1

o the Tloor

page
window,

the third

2 1" sald he

»reactly, Mr ] You AMARS
3 yuld you possibly know

very interesting

mtinus your

tant I imagined that Ban-
the unpardonable lib-

art £ ¢ g my papers He de-
nied it WOV with ths atmost oalrn-
e am CONY ¢<]1 that he
WS saking the tru The altarna-
some passing had
key In doar, had
was and had an-
at ths papars A large
s At stake for the
4 very valuable one, and
us man might very well
sk In arder to galn an advant-

sxe over his fellows
Bannister was very much upset by
e incldent e ad npearly falnted
] gnd that the papers: had
Leen tampered with I
? and left him
n il 1 made &
K of the room.
UG = that neruder had Jeft
er wreg of his presendce besides
- pEpers. On the table in

were several shreds from a

I which had beoan sharpaned. A

n t { lead was Iying there

als the raseal had copled

he pa reatl hurry, bad breken

. pet ad been compelled to
fres nt to L’

t sald Holimes, who wWas

< his good Bumor AN als at-

me mare sngTosied by the
s bean your friend.™

was all., 1 have A& Dew

table with a fine surface of
red leather. |ain prepared to SWeldr, and
st in Bannister, that It was smooth and
unsIained Now 1 found & clean
eut im it about ree Inchea long—not
a mers scralen, hot & poaitive cut, Not

thin, but an the tabie I found &
stmall ball of binck dough or clay. with
epeckn of aomeihing which looks ke
gaswdust o it ] am convinesd that
shese marks were ieft by the man who

unly

.

rified the papers. Thare wers no foot-
marks and no other evidence as to hia
fdentity. I was at my wits’ andn when
suddenly the happy thought occurred
15 me that you were in the town. and I
came stralght around te put the matter
into your hands. Do help me. Mr.
Holmesa. You see my dilemma. Elther
1 must And the man or eiss the examin-
ation must be postpoped until fresh pa-
pers are preparsd. and since this cannot
be dons without explanation, there will
etnsus & hidecus scandal, which will
throw a cloud net only on the college,

but on the university. Above all thinga.

1 dasire to settle the matter quietly
and dircreetly.”

~T shall bs happy to look inte it and
to give you such advice as I ean,” sald
Holmes, rising and putting on his
srercoat. - *“The case Is not entirely deo-
yold of Interest. Had anyone visited
you im your room after the papers came
to you?™

“Yeou, young Dauist Ras, an Indian
student, who llves on the sams atair,
came In 16 ask me some particulars
about the exmminations

“For which he was entersd™

“Ton™

“And
bleT"

“To the beat of my bellsl, thay were
rolled up™

the papers Wwere on your ta-

In [\lLUWﬂf

I IR

across the courtyard, and so could of-
fect an escape.”

“As 4 matter of fast he eould not”
2ald Seames, “for | entered by the side
door."”

“Ah. that’s good! Weil, anyhow, that
was In his mind. Let mo ses the thres
stripa No fnger I{mpréssions—no!
Well. he carried over this one first, and
he copled it. How long Wwould it tale
him to do.that, using every porsible
contraction? A quarter of an hour, not
jesn. Then he tossed it down and
soized the next, He was in the midst
of thet when your return caused him to
muke & very hurried retreal—very hur-
ried. sincs he had mot time to replace
the papers which would tell you timt
he had been there. You were not
aware of any hiurrying feet on tha
stair ns you entersd the outer door?

“No, I esu't say I was™

“wWell. he wrote so furiously that he
broke his pemeil, and hed, as you ob-
serve, to sharpen it Again. Thisg l= of
interost. Watson, The pencll was not
an ordinary one, It _was above the
usual size, with a soft lead, the outer
color was dark hlue, the maker’s name
was printed in allver lettering. and the
plece remalning s only abodt an Inch
and a half long. Look for such a pon-
eil, Mr. Soames, and you have gof your
man. When I add that be possesses &

== .

“But might be recognized as proofs?™

“Poasibly.”

“No one else in your room?™

“Md anyone know thai these proofs
would be there?”

“No one save the printer.”™

“Did this man Bannister know?™

“No, certainly not. No ona knew.”

“Where Is Bannister now?
vila was very Il poor fellow. I laft
him collapsed in the chalr, I was In

such a hurry to come to you.™

“You jeft your door open?

*1 loeked up the papers Arst.”

“Then 1t amounts to this, Mr, Soamaes,
that, unless the Indian. student resog-
nlzed the roll as being proofs, the man

who tampared with them cam# upon
them accidentally without kpowing
that they ware there™

“So it peems 0 me”

Holmea gave an anlgmatic amila,

“Well” sald he, “iet us go round. Not
one of your cCasen Watsan—mental,
not physical All right come If you
wint to. Now, Mr. Soames—at yonr

disposal

The sitting-room af our ¢llent opened
by a long. low, latticed window on to
the anclent llehep-tintad eourt of the
old college. A Gothle arched door led
0 A& warn stons stalrcase, On ths
ground floor was the totor's room.
Above were three students, one on each
1t was siready twilight when we

slory
reached the scene of our problem.
Holmes halted and leoked rarnestly

at the window, Then he approsched It,
and, standing on tip-toe with his neck
eraned, Ho lookad into the room.

“He must have entered through the
door. There Is no opening except the
ons pane’ #ald our learned gulde

“Dear me!” suid Holmes, and he
smiled 0 a singuiar way sa be glanced
at our companion “Wall, If there i=
nothing to be learned here, we had best
g0 lnside™

The lecturer unlocked the outer door
and ushered us Into his room. We stood
at the entrance while Holmes mads
an examination of the carpet

“t am afrald there are no signs
here,” sald he. “One could hardly hope
for any upon so dry a Jday. Tour ser-
vant seems (o bave quite recovered.
You left him ia & chalf, you say. Which
chalr?™

“Hy the window there™

1 ase. Near this litile table. You
can come In now, I have finlshed with
the carpet L&t us take the litie table
first. Of course. what has happensd
Is wvery clear. The man eniered and
took the papers, sheet hy ahest, from
the central tadblse. He ocarried them
over to the window table because
froe thers ha counld ses If you camse

large and very blunt knife, you have
an additional ald.™

Mr. Soames was somewhat over-
wheimed by this ficod of information.
“f can follow the other points’™ sald be.
“but really, In thisg matter of length—"

Holmes held out & smeall chip of the
Jetters NN and a space of clear wood
after them

“You seae?™

“No. 1 fear that even now—"

“Watson, I have always done you
an !njustice. There are others. What
could this NN be? It Is at theendofa
word. You are aware that Johann
Faber Is the most common make®'s
name. It is mot clear that there Is
just a8 much of tha pencil left an
ususlly follows the Jokann?" He held
the small table s!dewayr to the elsc-
trie lght. *1 was hoping that If the
papar on which he wrote was thin,
soma trace of It might come through
upon this pollahed surface. No, 1 ses
nothing 1 do6n't think there s any-
thing more to be learned here. Now
for the central table. This small pallet
is. 1 presunie, ths black, doughy mass
you spoke of. Roughly pyramidal in
shape and hollowed out, I perosive. An
you may, there appear to be grains of

sawdust in 1t Dear me, thla Is very
interesting. And the cut—a poaitive
teat, 1 mses. It began with a thin

scrateh and ended In a jagged hole. I
am much indebted to you for directing
my attention to this case, Mr. Soames,
Where doea that door lead to?

“To my bedroom.”

*Have you boen in it since your ad-
venture I

“No, 1 ecame stralght away for you.™

“7 should like to have a glance
around, What a* charming, old-fash-
toned room! Perhaps you will kindly
walt & minute, untll I have examined
the floor. No, T see mnothing. What
ahout this curtain? Yon hang ypour
ciothes behind L. If any one Wwere
foread {o concesl himself Inethis room.
he must do It there, aince the bed In
too low and the wardroba too’ shallow.
No one thers, 1 suppose?

As Holmes drew the curtain I was
aware, from some litile rigidity and
alertnens af his attitude, that he was
prepared for an emergency. As a mmat-
ter of fact, the drawn curtaln dis-
olosed nothing bhut three or four sults
of clothes hanging from a line of pags.
Hbolmes tarned away and stooped sud-
denly to the foor.

*Halloan! What's this?™ sald he

it was a small pyramid of black.
putty-iike atut, exactly like the one
upon the table of the study. Hoimes
held 4t out op his open palm in the
glare of the slectrie Jight.

&Your visitor seems te have Jeft

- o N
4 ONVAN £
traces In youtr bedroom as well az In
your sitting-room, Mr. Boamdés."

“What could he have wanted there?

“f think it Iz eclear enough. You
came back by an unexpected way, and
=0 he had no warning until you were
At the very door. What could he do?
Ho csught up everything which would
betray him. and he rushed Iinto your
bedroom to conceal himself.™

“Good gracious, Mr. Holmes, do you
moan to tell mo fhat, all the time I was
talking to Bannister in this room, we
had the man prisoner It we had only
known ItT .

“So [ reag 1"

“Surely there Is another alternative,
Mr. Holmes.
observed by bedroom window?'

"Lattice-paned, lead frameworlk,
three separate windows, one swinging
on a hinge, and large enough to admit
a mian.”

upxactly, And It logks out on an an-
gle of telh courtyard o As to be partly
invisible. The pian might have effeot-
#d his entrance there, left traces as he
passed through the bedroom, and final-
iy, finding the door open, have escaped
that wuy."

Holmes shook his head impatiently.

“Lot us be practical” said be. “1 un-
derstand you to say that thefo are thres
students who use this stair and are in
the habit of passing your door?T”

“Yes, thers are”

“And they are all in for this examin-
atlon?™

“Yeu."

“Have you any reason te suspect any
one of them more than the others?™

Soames hesitated.

*It s a very delicata question™ sald
be. *One hardiy likes tp throw suspl-
elon where there are no proofs”

“I.ot us heémr the suspicions,
look after the proofe’”

I will

“f will tell wan, then in_ = faw
words the character of the three men
who inhabit these rooms.. The lower

of the three is Gllehrist, a fine schelar
and athlete, plays in the Rughy team
and the cricket team for the college.
and got his Blue for the hurdles and
the long Jump. He is & fine. manly fel-
low. His tather was the notorious 8ir
JIabex Gilchrist, who rulned himself on
the turf. My scholar has been lett
very poeor, but he is hard-working and
industrious. He will do well.

“The second foor Is Iinhabited bY
Daulat Ras, the Indlan. He 15 a quiet,
insorutabdbls fellow, as most of thone In-
dlans sre. He {s well up In his work,
though hia Greek is his wesk subject.
He is steady and methodical

“The top foor belopgs ot Miles Me-
Laren. Hn ts. a hrilllant fellow when
e ehoomes to werle—one of the bright-
eat Intellects of the univeraity; but he
1s wayward, disalpated and_ unprinoi-
pied. He was nearly expelled over a
card scandal fn his first Fear. He has
boeen: Milng all this term, and he must
lonk forward with droad to the exam-
ination.”

*Then it Is ha whom ¥ou suspect™

“l dmare ROt 50 so far as that. But,
of the three; hn |s perhaps the least up-
kely,”™

vExactly, Now, Mr, Soames, let us
have a look &t your servant, Brnnis-
ter.™

He was & Utite, white-faced, clean-
shaven, smrizsly-halired tallow of 50, He
was #til! suffering from this sudden
dlaturbance of the quist routine of his
Iifte. His plump face was twitehing
with his nervousness, and his fNngers
could not keep still

“We are investigating this unhappy
business, JBannister,” sald his master,

“Nes, sir,”

1 understand” sald Holmes,
you left your key in thé door?

“Yes, mir.”

“Was It not very extraordinary that
you should do this on the very day
when thers were thess papers insida?"

iy was most unfortunate, sir. But I
bave occasionally done the same thing
at other timesn™

“When did you enter the room?"

=ft was about hhif-past four. That
ts Mr. Sonfmos’ teatime™

“How long dld you atay ™

“tWhen 1 spaw that he was
withdrew at once.”

“Did you look at these papers on
table ™

“Ko, slr—certanily not”

~How came you to leave the key In
the door?”’

“I had the
thought I woul
Thea I forgot.”

“that
.‘! b

absent, I

tea-tray in my hand. I
4 come back for the

key. -
“fas the outer door a spring lock?
“No, sir.” 1
soprhen it was open all the time?
“Yes, sir."” =
“aApyone in the room ecould get outl
“Yes, Bir"”
“YWwhen Mr. Soames returned and

called for you, you Were vary much

disturbed ™
“Yeos, sir. Such a tking has never

happened during the many years that
I bave heen here. i nearly fainted,

uir*

| "8a 1

whep you bhegan
“Where was I sir?

the door.”
“That ls singular, because you sat

down in that chalr over yonder near
the corner. Wiy did you pass these
other chalrs?

1 don't know, sir,

to me where I sat”
1 really don‘t think he knew much

about It, Mr, Holmes He -was looking
very bad—quite ghastly.”
“You siayed hers when your master
leftT"
“Dnly
locked the do

*“Whom do you suspect
“Oh, 1 would not veniure to say, sir.

1 don’'t belleve there is any gentieman
who 1s capable of

understand. Where were you
to feel had?"’
Why. here, nesr

it 4ldn't matter

tor a minutes or S0 Then _!
or and went to my room.”

e

in thls university 3
profiting by such an action. No, =in
I'll not believe 1L" :
“Thyank you, that will do," sald
Holmes, “Oh, onea more word. TYou

4 to any of the three

have noi mentione
ou attend that any-

gentlemen whom ¥
thing Is amies?”

“No, sir—not a word”

“you haven't seen any of them?"

“No, sin"

"“Very good. Now,
will take a walk in the
you please.”

Three yellow squarcs of light shone
above us in the gathering gloom.
threq birds are all in thelr

Mr. Soames, we
quadrangle, 1f

“Your
nests" cald Holmes, looking up
~Halloal What's that? One of them

seems rentless enough.'”

It was the Indlan, whose dark =il-
houstte appeared suddenly ‘upon his
blind He was pacing awliftly up and
down his room.

»1 shouid ilke to hrve a pPefp at each
of them,” sald ¥iolmes “ls 1t poamt-
blaT"

“No @ifficulty in the waorld'” Soames
angwersd. *'This set of rooms is quite
the oldest in the collage. and it s not
upusual for visitops o goO oOvVer them.
Come alonx. and I will personally con-
duot yow"

#No names, pleasa!” sald Holmes, as
he knocked at Gilchrist’'s door. A fall,
flaxen-haired, slim young fellow opened
ft. and made us welcame when he un-
darstood our srrand. Thera were soma
really curious pleces of medleval do-
mestic architectura within. Hoimes
was 20 ¢ch with one of them that
| he inaisted on drawing it In his nbte-

* ’

I don't know whetfier you.

the |

OVBF.

book, broke his pencil had to borrow
one from our host, and Anally borrowed
a knife to sharpen Nls own. The same
curious accldent happened to him In
the rooms of the Indian—a silent, littie,
hook-nosed fellow, who eyed us ask-
ance, and was obviously gisd when
Holmes" architectural studies hed come
to an end I comld not see that In
elther case Holmes had come upon the
clew for which he was searching. Only
at the third: did our visit prove abor-
tive. Ths outer door would not open
to our knock, and mnothlng more sub-
stantinl than & torrent of bad lang-
uage came from behind it *1 don’t
care who ,you are. You can go to
blises!” roared ths angry velce. “To-
morrow's the exam, and I won't be
drawn by anyone”

“A rude fellow” sald our gulde,
flushing with anger as we withdrew
down the stalr. “Of course, ha did
not reallex that It was I who was
knocking, but mone the less his con-
duct was very uncourteous and, in-
deed, under the circumstances rather
suspleious,™

Holmes' response was & curious one.

“Can you tell me his exact height?
be asked,

“Really, Mr. Holmes, I cannot un-
dertaka to say. He 1s taller than the
Indlan. not 5o tall as Gllebrist. I sup-
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agresd that ones eould be ordered, but
that it was not s ususl size of pencil
and that it was seldom kept In stock.
My  friend dld not appear w be de-
pressed by his faillure, but shrugged
his shoulders in half-humorous resig-
nation.

“No good, my dear Watson. This,
the best and only final clew, has run
to nothing. But, indeed, 1 have little
doubt that we can bulld up a sufficient
case without It By Jove! my dear
fellow, it is nearly %, and the landlady
babbled of green peas at 7:30, What
with wvour eternal tobacco, Watson,
and your {rregularity at menls, I #x-
pect that you will get notice to quit
and that I shall share In your dewn-
fall—not, however, before wo havs
solved the problem of the nervous tu-
tor, the careless servant and the three
enterprising students."

Holmes made no further allusion to
the matter that day, though he sat lost
in thought for a long time after our
belated dinmer. At 8 In the morning
he came into my room just as I had
finished my tollet

“Well, Watson,"
we went down to St. Lulke's.
do without bhremkfast?”

“Certainly.”

wgsames will be in a dreadful fidget

gald he, “it Is time
Can you

il
e
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pose five foot six would be about "

“that is very I‘mportant,” mald
Holmes. “and now, Mr. Soames, I
wish you good-night”

Our gulde cried aloud In his aston-
ishment and dlamay. “Good graclous,
Mr. Holmes, you are surely not going
to lesve mo in this abrupt fashion!
You don’t seem to realize the poaition.
Tomorgow Is the examination. I must

take some definite motion tonight.  §
cannot allow the examination to be
ilmld if one of the papers has been
tampered with. T'he slituation must
be faced.”

“¥You must lJenve it as it 1s. 1 shall
jedToOD around early tomorrow morning
and chat the matter ovar. It Is pos-

sible that I may be in a position than
10 Ingicate soma coursa of action.
Meanwhile, you change nothing—noth-
ing at all”

| “Very good, Mr. Holmes."

“¥ou can be perfectly easy In your
mind. We shall certainly find some
way out of your difficulties. I will
tako the black clay with me, also tho
pencil cuttings. Good-bre”

When we were out In Lhe darkness
of the quadrangle we again looked up

at thes windows The Indlan still
| paced his room. The others were in-
visible.

“Well, Watson, what do you think
of it Holmes asked, as we came out
into the main street, “Quite a Hitle
parior gams—sort of three-card trick,
Is It not? There are ¥Your thres men.
It must be one of them. You take
vour cholce. Which Is yours™

wTha foul-mouthed fellow at the top.
Ha is the one with the worst record.
And vet that Indian wWas & sly fellow
also. Why should he Lte pacing his
room =il the tima?

“phare s nothing In that. Many men
46 it when they are trying to learn
enytiiing by henrt”

“Ho Jooked at us In & queer way."”

S0 would you I a flock of siran-
gers camé¢ in on you when you were
preparing for an examination next day,

and every moment Was of value. No,
I ses nothing in that Fencils, t‘;:o.
ut

and knives—all was satisinotory.
that fellow doss puszie me.” :
"Whol"
#iThy, Bannlster, the servant. What's
his game in the matter?™
“Hea lmpressad me as being a perfect-
1y honest msan.”
“go he did me. That's the puzzling
Why should a perfectly honest

part.
man—well, well, here's a laTRe sta-
tloners. Wa shall begin  our re-

searches here.”

Thers were only four gtationers of
and consequance In the fown and at
each Holmes produced his pencil chips

and hid high for a duplicate. ALl were
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until wae are able to tell him something
positive.”

*Have you anything positive to tell
him?™

“I think so."

“You have formed a conclusion?

“Yes, by dear Watson, I have solved
the mystery.”

*But what fresh
hava motT”

“sha! Itis not for nothing thatI have
turned myself out of bed at tho untime-
1y hour of 6, I have put In two hours'
hard work and covered at least five
milas, with something to show for iL
Look at that!”

e held out his hand. On the palm
were three little pyramids of black,
doughy clay.

evidence could you

“Why, Holmes, you had only two
yesterday,”
“And one more this morning. 1t is

a fair argument that wherever No. 1
came from is alse the source of Nos. 1
and 2. Eh, Watson? Well, come along
and put friend Soames out of his pain”

The unfortunate tutor was certainly
in a ktate of pitlable agitation when
wa found him In his chambers. In a
tfew hours the examination would com-
mence and he was still in the dllemma
between making the fmcts public and
allowing the culprit to compeie Ior
the valuable scholarship. He could
hardly stand still, se great was his
mental agitation, and he ran towards
Holmes with two eager hands out-
stretehed.

“Thank heaven that you have coma!
I feared that you had given it up in
despalr. What am I to do? Shall tha
examination proceed™ -

“Yes, let it proceed, by all meana.”

»But this rascal—T"

“Ha sghall not compete.”

“You know him™

*T think so. 1f this matter Is not
to hecome publle we must give our-
gelyes certain powers and resalve Sur-
selves Into a small private courtmar-
tinl. Yoo there, if you please, Soames!
Watson, you here! I'll take the arm-
enatr in the middle, I think we are
now sufficlently imposing to strike ter-
ror Into a gullty bresst. Kindly ring
the helll”

Bannister entered  and shrank back
In avident sorprise and fear at our ju-
digial appearancs.

wyan will kindly close tha door,” sald
Holmes. “Now, Bannister, will ¥ou
pleasns tell us the truth about yester-
day's incident™

The man turned white to the roots
of his halr,

»{ have told you everything, sir.”

“Nothing to add™

“Nothing at all, sir.”

“wwell, then, I must make some sugm-
gestlons to you. ' When you aat down

on that chair yesterday, dld you do 80
{n order to conceal soma ohject which
would hi%e shown who had been in
the room?®™

Bapnister's face was ghastly.

“No, sir, certainly not.”

“It 13 only a suggestion’” zald
Holmes. suavely. “I frankly admit
thet I am unable to prove it But it

seems probable enough, sincs the mo-
ment that Mr. Soames' back was
turned yvou recleazed the man who Was
hiding in that bedroom.”

Bannistor licked his dry lips.

“There was no man, sir”

#Ah, that's a plty, Bannister. Up to
now ycu may have spoken the truth,
but now I know that you have 1ed.™

The man’s face set in sullen defiance.

“Thars was no man, sir”

“Come, come, Bannister!™

“Na, sir, thers was no one.”

“In that case You can glve us no
gurther information. Would you please
remaln In the room. Stand over there
near the bedroom door, Now, Soames,
I am going to ask you to have the
grest kindneas to go up to the room of
voung Gilehrist and to ask him to step
down into yours.'

An Instant Iater the tutor returned.
bringing with him the student He was
a fine flgure of & man, tall, lithe and
sxile, with a springy step nnd a pleas-
ant, open face. His troubled blue
eves glanced at each of us and finally
rasted with an expresaion of blank dis-
may upon Bannister in the farthar cor-
nar.

“Just cloge the deor,” said Holmes.
“Now, Mr, Gllehrist, ws are all quilte
alone hers and no one need ever know
word of what passes hetwean us.

one

Waea can be perfoctly frank with each
other. we wint to know, Mr. Gil-
christ, how you, an honorabhle man,

ever cams te commit such an nction as
that of yesterdayT"

The unfortunate YOoung man stag-
gered back and cast a look full of hor-
ror and reproach st Bann!ister.

“No. no, Mr. Gllehrist, sir,
sald a word—never one word
the sarvant.

X, but you have now,” sald Holmes,
MWow, sir, you must see that after
Bannister's words your positlon Is
hopeless, and that your only chaneca
yies In & frank confession.”

For & moment Gilchrist, with up-
ralsad hand, tried to control his writh-
ing fenturse. The next e had thrown
himself on hia knees beside the txbla
and, burying his face in his handm, he
fntc & storm of passionate

I never
1" eried

had burst
sobbing.

“Come, coms,” sald Holmes kindly,
wip ta human to err, and at least no
one can Accuse you of belng a callous
oriminal. Perhaps it would be easier
gor you if I were to tall Mr. Boames

and wyou can check me
whera 1 am wWrong. Shall 1 do so?
well, wall, don't trouble to Answer.
Listen and sze that 1 do you no injua-
tice."”

“From the moment, Mr. SEoames, that
you =ald to moe that no onas, not even
Bannister, could have told that the
papers ware in your room, ths cass
to take a defipite shape in my

what occurred,

began

mind. The printsar one could, ot
course, dismiss. He conld examine
the papers in his own office. Tha
Indian I also thought nothing of. 1t
the proofs were in roll, ha could not
pm::c!h;g; know what they Wwere. On
tha other hand, it seemsd an unthink-
able coincidence that a man ahould

room and that by
day the papers
were on the table. I dismissed that
The man who entered knew thet the
papers wers there. How did he know?

“When I approsched your room I ex-
amined the window. You amusad me
by supposing that 1 wn=a contemplating
the possibility of someone having In

broad danylight, under the eyes of all
forcad himself

the
very

dara to eénter
chanoce on that

thess opposite TOOmS,
through It. Such an ldea was ab-
surd. 1 was measuring how tall a

man would need to be In order 1o ses,
g8 he passed, what papers wars on the
central table. I am six feet high and

1 could do It with an effort. No ona
lass than that would have & chance.
o think

Already you ses I had reason t
that, If one of your thres stodents Was
g ‘man of unusual helght. he was the
most worth watching of the three

I enterod and I took you inio my
confidence as to the suyggestions of the
side table. Of the center table 1
could make nothing, until in your de-
gcription of Gliehrist you mentioned
that he was a long-distance Jumper.
Then the whole thing came to me in
an instant, and I only needed certaln
corroborative proofs, which I spead-
{1y obtained.

“wwhat happencd was this. This
young fellow had employsd his after-
noon at the athletie grounds, where ha
had been practicing thes jump: He re-
turned carrying his jumping shoes,
which are provided, as you are aware,
with several sharp splkes, As ha
passed your window he saw, by means
of his great helght. thesa proofs
upon your table, and conjecturad
what they were. No harm would havs
been done had 1t not been that, ms ha
passed your door, he percelved the key
which had been left by the ca relesaness
of your sarvant. A sudden Impulse
came over him to enter, and seas if
they were Indeed the proofs. It was
not 4 dangerous sxploit, for he could
always pretend that he had slmply
looked In to ask a gquestion.

“twall, when he saw that they wera
Indeed the proofs, It was then that ha
yiolded to temptation. He put his shoes
on the table, What was it you put oo
that chair near tha window T

“loves,” suld the young man.

Holmes locked triumphantly at Ban-
nister., “He put his gloves on the chair.
and be took the proofs, shest by nheet,
to copy them. He thought the tutor
must return by the main gate, and that
he would see him. As wa know, he
eames back by the side gate. Buddenly
ho heard him at the very door. There
was no possible escape. He forgot his
gloves, but ha caught up his shoes and
darted into the bedroom. You pbaerve
that the seratch on that table is slight
at one side, but déepens in the direction
of the bedroom door. That In itselfl Is
enough to show us that the shosa had
been drawn in that directlomn, and that
the culprit had taken refuge there. The
parth round the spike had been left on
the table, and a =econd sample was
loosened and fell in ths badroom. I
add that I walked out to the ath-

mAY
letic grounds thia morning, saw that
tenaclious black clay ls used in the

jumping-pit, and carried away a speci-
men of it, together with some of the
fine tan or sawdust which Is strewn
over it to prevent the athlata from
alipping. Have I told the truth, Mr.
Glichrist?™

The studont had drawn himself ereet.
“Yea, sir, it i true,’” sald he.

sgood heavens! have you nothing to
add?" cried Soames,

“yes, sir, I save, but the shoock of
this disgraceful exposurs has bewil-
dered me. I have a letter here, Mr,
Boames, which I wrote to you early this
morning in the middle of a reatleas
night. It was bafore I knew that m¥
gin had found me out. Here it is, sir.
You will soe that I have sald, ‘T bave
determined not to go Iln for the exam-
ination. I have been offered a commis-

(Concluded on Page 5
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