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“I BELIEVE thatartis dylng and of
thia beliaf I sball speaak in the
prasent work. Art s dying of
damocracy aad utllitarianism It is
dying becanss the soll i needs has
yean Bullt over—the soll of simplieiry
and superwiition 1 believe firmiy that
In 390 years we shall have no more
artists and no more poats On the
othar Band, we shall surely have ma-
hines, dutly patented, by which may
be turned out 0 plaater coples of the
Apollc 4l Bélvedere Iz » single min-
ute” ‘
Thato are lhe opening words of a
highly charmcteristio, work just pub-
lshed by one of ths galaxy of young
Germans whoss Rames have
known throughout the civilized world
shrough thalr assouiation with the Bigm-
N;ﬂ”[mup—xte humarous

become |

artist himself, & dreamear of charming

|

woukly
which by many is regarded as the mauﬂ

efective eanemy 8o far sncountered b
ths uphojders of Gerfman beaureau-
eracy, militarism,” “junkerdom™ - and
reaction. -

The name’' of this work Ia & Wwar-
whoop In Hzelf: “Art Is Dying.” It Ia
sanadtional, paradoxical, leonoslaftle
Im the utmos! degTas.
loglizally reasoned and cleverly word-
vy It ia in & word, a documént not
e be Blown aside with & pook-poahing
sreath of contampr For It constl-
rutés A bitter, Inzistemt challenge to
al) that our own tims stands for, to all

the ldeals of which we have heen
dreaming for & centiry or mars; te our
whole future, one might say.

The sdthor, Vietor Auburtin is an

But It s Alse

dreams. & poet and a playwright But
he !s host known probably as & “caus-
gur.” or feulllstonist—ans a wriler of
those pungent and polgnant pleces of
satirical cleverness which have
the pages of Simplicisslmus and Jug-
end sdern refuges for the almost sx-
tingu ed apirit" of Aristophanea. In
Germany the tle book ha$ succesded
in the fineat hubbub thes
B 1

¥

Mave » & Jong wh in that
land, rly given to ussion
of vast, wsoul-sparching abstractions.
Parhaps somebody repliss to Harr Ar-
burtin by and by, that he overlooks a

significant possibility—namely, that
the mistakes of the momenl may prove
5o many stepping stones to the true
progress of-the future

“Oh, progTess,” he rejolina promptly:
“always that word—progress!” And It
in jost our vaulnsd progress he ac-
cuses of Raving killed individuality,
sentiment, adventure, the blus fower
of poejry—nay, love Itself,

“Who" he asks, “would todady dare
to make an Othelle’d jealousy the maln
metive of A drama™ And he points out
that jlove does not play the leading part
in a single ona of Ibsen™ dramis ex-
cept “Lovh's Comedy"—apd there 1
Appears only to be mercilesuly laughed
o poODIO. -

Love, like art, damands passion, en-
thstasm, self-surrender.

Today what every man fears most of
all is to ssem Nopalessly ridiculous by
dlsplay of some kind of snthusiasm.
%ot even youth itself forms an ezcep-
thon to this rale. VWhat modern man
would dare to twang & mandalin upe

der his donoa's baleony® What mod-
ern man would dare to ramp up and
.

made |

down the world, like a crusader OT &
Don Quixptes, In defenss of some f{oo)-
ishly Meallatic causa?

War ls one of the things thal Herr
Auburtin holds nesdful to art—and
other such things are religious credu-
lity, individual self-assertion to the
verge of eraelty, social disorganiza.
tion, and much more thal we*now re-
gard as thoroughnly undesirable, Listan
1o him;

Taking Away Art's Source.

“Contradiction, conafliet, disorder, the
undignified love of the soft-hearted,
deceit and robbery and ambush, stupid
peasant baliefs in cobolds and glisten-
ing elves—theas form the soil whence
art and poatry draw thair nourishmant,
thelr power. And my mind is made
up; If you abolish those things, if you
arranges the world with regard to noth-
ing bul comfore and vomplets equality,
than you will adbolish mrt, too,

“The arts are 80 many parasites,
And this does not o anybody whe
knows that the ‘s “moet wonder-
ful flowers, the orchida. .are also para-
#itle grewths, The arts borrow thelr
balng either from the top of the prince-
ly ires  or from the decaying pros-

phorescent Jdirt of superstition at Ita

foot.

“In the weli-o sed oells of an
alettrically Iluminated merchant atate
art must die; and its irrational charms
fall partieularly to arrest themsalves
wherd all lite ls directed toward a ra-
tional expleitation of human labor. Ne,
at the courts of damented popes and
arrogant despots, under the politizal
tyranny of Vonetlan Coupclls, In the
erliminal tumuit surrounding fAgures

has produced Its finest and most dall-
ents flowers”

Labor seems almost as bad as war to
this deaplser of accepted wvalues, For
labor means organization, and organ-
{zation mesans suppression of person-
ality. percullarity, genius. Art is above
everything elss personal, and the slo-
gan of our time |s the subordinate of
personality to machinery .

A baneful hemogenaousness is sproad-
ing its hlight over the world—a mo-
notony such as our giobe has nover be-
fore experienced. Unifarmity {n sporis,
precccupation with mass politios, the
dally copsumption of identically served
journalistic tidbits—all aerve to wipe
out individual pecullarities and angu-
laritied

No Need of Great Men. y

And indostty makes out of ita slaves
0 many parts of a machine—bregthing
I unlson, and piled slmuitaneously by
the admisistration of the same kind of
foodstufl.  The laboring bhordes of sl-
igals ars not'a whit different from those
of Wales and Pitsburg. And in the
«garden citler” of England each two
Englishmen respmble each other just ms
closely as do thelr villas bullt feom

tdentical patteTn=.
The mes we call grest toflay are not

really groat—they only sesm o because
they tise a littis above the general
dreary level. And really grent men ars

not wanted. “Why,” eries our author,
“swhy should we demand elephanta to
turn the coffes grinder thia Is 'r own
aay 1"

And in a fne frensy of derision he
points out that the sacred city of Elusia

cults and Dyonymlan mysteries, today
produces nothing but cement and soap.
The river Rhine, once the main German
source of nature poetry and general
poetical inspiratefon, Is nowaday lined
with factories from end to end—and at
the Rock of Loreley there ls a plar for

stone llghters! Whers the antigque
glories of Rome once held andisputed
sway, thers we meot’ today with nols-

Fome ltehemants.

“A world without a Rhine, & world
without a Rome,” says Herr Auburtin,
‘“does It nol make you feel the night—
the great night toward. which we are
tnevitably tending™ !

Taking up the arts one by one, ha
sweeps anide thelr present expressions
with & mere wave of thse hand. Falnt-
Ing—nothing bute frescoes for public
achool stalrways, ordered and made by
the yard Soulpture—over and over
again the same nude young lady, la-
baled yestarday “Clroe” thday “Youth™
and tomorrow “Love's Awakening.'

Thers are still houses belng buflt
with lonic columns “in fromt of them.
but only ss & meAns of advertising, or
for the sake of vulgar ,display of
wealth. Thérs are still windows of
statned glass fo be sesn—but not so
“often in churches as in beer saloons,

End of the Drama.

And the drama, the hoblest art of all
—buried, exiled, forgotten, loat In tho
on-awesep of musical comedy, wvaude-
ville and moving-plcturs, ahowsa. Even
the sscred soil of Italy is ¢losely cov-
ered with cinematograph booths from
the Alp—touel.ng top to the sea-lined
heel of Its boot. And Herr Auburtin
dreams & nightmarish dream about the

’

into Balrsuth as its m
embodiment of its future destination.
“How can peoplas who have lived all
day In the nolse and haste of business
give their nightly lelsure to the deli-
cate nuances of psychological analy-
sls?™ he demands. And he adds the as-
sertion, whieh may sound a Iittle
startling here, that some of Naw
York's most succeasful

business =«
have to davote thelr evenings to wo
cutting as the only means of getting

thair frazzled nsrves Into some Kkind
of shape again. “The Americanizs-
tion of art™ i{s. by tha bye, a term

that appears quite frequently in' Herr
Arburtin's book. It Is already well on-
der way in Europe, he pays, and as for
America [tself—well, here art died be-
fore it was really born,

As tho average “right-minded” maon
priaises work, so thls German signs the
praise of lalsurd, loafing, indoleace. He
spoaks of the “saving hollness of the
do-nethinyg habjt., without which art
sanmot exat”  And he insgista that gnly
people utterly reckless of time and its
Yalue céan appreciate art. Work, he
goes on~—~work which s exalted as the
goepel-gf the day—makel man common
and wvulgsr and incapable of grasping
those swifily passlog moods out of
which have sprung beauties like the
elgglen of Horace and the poems of
Goathe.

“l belleve that ths human race is
headed for a. tremendous future,” he
concludes him vintrolle outpourings. I
velijeve in the arrival of peaceful de-
mocraties, and monstrous, harmo-
nlous labor azrociations that shall want
the highest and attain it

*I belleve that they are going to plck

bays of the oceans, B0 that the now
ground may be usad for tha rearing of
more barracks. I believe that they are
golng win thelr way to tha Great
Right ;snesd, and that the last spack
of vice and 111-will shall ba erased from
that henceforth

our hearts, 50 every-
thing may run with perfeét ease and
smoothness.

»All this will come—T féel it, and I

can ses tHe human creatures spread In

plack density over all tha five conti-
nents.” But T know, too, that never a
painfully swest note riss out of

thosé anonymous multitudes—or 1f it
be heard, It will never be undsrstood.

YWe, who feel the magle power of
art. we belong to 8 dying specles, to a
weaker specles which, the law of
nataral selectfon, is doomed to make
pipce for the strongep—ihat is, the
conrser—and for the fitter—that is,
the more vulgar.

“l quake before the elactrical great-
nees of coming generations, and I shall
spurn them saven out of the plnboard
box jm whieh, by the tima of thelr
coming, I shall have been nafled.

“New culture. But an artflesa cul-
ture. The vislon of nature's gecrets
stirs deeoply, but [t Will naver stir man
to that divinas Insanity which we hava
atl wvarious times named ‘the Dome of
8€ Mark,' or ‘the Hermes of Praxiteles,’
or“Orlando Furioso,” All that is gone.
It is dying betwesn our hands, or it
is Blready dead, and will no longer
.stand in the way of the laudably per-
fect arrangements for hyglens and
comfort {n the best of all cominz
worlds"
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