
What Would Happen Should the Three
Great Europeaii Powers Really Clash?

of a Modern War Would Be Most
CARNAGE World's History, Say Military Experts,

Martial Achieve ') r.W I ' J"X." " iGerman, Arffly;a Trlumph of Y y. jettV
'ment Employment of Aerial Scou ts iri Reconnois
sance Armiesran d Navi.es 'Be ing Rapidly Bui 1 1 Up
by ureat.tfowersirnat rallc fcaceo.;

It haa all passed ft
APPARENTLY few irsd growls and

baring ot grim teeth.
For mor than a week the world bald

Ita breath. It looked very winch like
the long-predict- break might came-
llia l the greatest of modern wara might
be precipitated.

But apparently while th world baa
grown wiser. In methods of destroying
Ufa In combat. It alio haa crown more
reluctant about using thee method.
For Germany, despite her tremendous
rghtlng' - machine, gracefully cave

round and right now It look Tery
much as If th whole Horooraa contro-
versy would remain the subject for
euava diplomats to conjure with.
" That a conflict with sih powers as
England. Germany and France InTOlred
woul-- l ad1 to history chapters alto-
gether wlthoul precedent for horror la
the firm dplnloa of military students
and - authorities. ' For such a conflict
would brine Into play all the hellish
ingenuity of the centuries In the craft
of slaughter.

Never have such tremendous ma
chines of destruction been In play as
would bo called forth by a modern Eu
ropean war. While talkie peace glib-l- y

the areat powers of Europe have
beea perfecting their armies and navies
aa never before. Perhaps the fearful
proportions . of thoaa prodigious ma-
chines of distraction are the most po-

tent factors ' In preventing warfare.
Those who know what a modern war
would mean can hardly refer to the
Ject without a shudder. .,

Warfare) Makes Strides.
Not even the Russo-Japane- se War

would offer anything; of a precedent
of what might bo expected In Europe,
military aaihorltlea sgree. For while
Japaa was fitted out a 1th a modern
army, the Russian forces were admit-
tedly Inferior la organisation, leader
ship and tactics. Realties, warfare has
made marked strides since the great
"modera battle" f Mukden.

Artillery Jar more effective and de-

structive than that used in the Man-churl- aa

campaigns haa since been per-
fected In Europe. Then. too. another
great Improvement fcas been added to
wartare aerial scoots.. Now It Is com-
paratively easy to locate an enemy
and shell him with high-explosi- ve pro-
jectiles fired by artillerymen who sea
nothing except a fsw mathematical cai
culatlons forwarded from above.

Had tbo war which for a few days
aeemed to threaten Europe really ma-

terialised the greatest army and tba
greatest .nary the world has ever
known would have become engaged. It
Is Germany that boasts the greateet of
modern armies. England's navy, on
the other hand, ta the marvel of all
times. France, the third party to the
deal, has both a great army and a
great navy, but it lo to be doubted If
she might cop alone, even for a short
time, m Ith such a power as Oermany.

Not only Is Germany's army the
greatest of the time In numbers, but
It la tho acme of military perfection
In organisation, leadership, equipment,
discipline, field efficiency and all the
things that go to make a fighting force
lupremely effective.

la the regular establishment there
sre ilO.OOO men. And In the reserve
there are 1.210.000. Then there are
I.OtlO.eeO more men available for mili-
tary service, but who are not organ-
ise -

Nor Is that great army a mere paper
rorce. It la terribly real In every
way. Every man In the regular es-

tablishment and reserves knows his
place In tho great fighting machine.
Tho whole la perfectly officered. Every
bit of equipment Is ready for Imme-
diate use. Commissary and quarter-
master supplies are readily available
and thoee Important departments are
thoroughly organised and marked by
extreme efficiency. Then the whole
fore Is properly proportioned as to
artillery, cavalry and infantry. Infan-
try predominates, for tho effectiveness
of any groat force Is maintained by
tho infantry and It ta the Infantry fire
that decides great battles, although
the infantry must be properly support-
ed and backed up by the artillery and
the lines of communi-
cation must bo kept up by the cavalry.
Thea there are all the incidental
branches of the service pioneer corps,
ambulanoo companies, signal troops
and last, but not least, tho aerial
fores.

I'so of Aerial Scouts.
Germany fn IMS established balloon

battalions for ass In reconnolssance.
Now they have been augmented by
.rnnlanes. Tbeeo swift craft are
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BELIEVE that art Is dying and of
thla belief I shall speak In the
present work. Art ta dying of

democracy and utilitarianism. It Is
dying because the soil It needs haa
Veen built overthe soil of simplicity
and superstition. I believe firmly that
In 109 years we shall have no more
artists and no more poets. On the
other hand, we shall surely have ma-

chines, dutry patented, by which may
be turned out (A plaater copies of the
Apollo dl Belvedere In a single min-

ute."
These are the opening words of a

highly characteristic, work just pub-

lished by one of the galaxy of young
Germans whose names nave become
known throughout the civilised world
through their association with the

the humorous weekly
. i ... 1 . . K .

whicn oy w
effective enemy so far encountered byj
the upholders or Barman oeaureau-crac- y.

militarism. "Junkerdom"' and
reaction.

The name' of this work Is a war-who-

in Itself: "Art Is Dying." It Is
sensational, paradoxical. Iconoclastic
In the utmost degree. But It Is also
logically reasoned and. cleverly word-i- d

It la. In a word, a document not
to be blown aside witk a pooh-poohin- g

brea'b of contempt. For It constit-
utes" a bitter. Insistent challenge to
e.11 that our own time atands for. to all

Ideals of which we bare been
dreaming for a century or more; to our
whole future, one might say.

The author, Victor Auburtln, la an
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taster and surer than tho old dirigibles
and are ot tho utmost value to a mod-

ern army In reconnol taring tho terrain
and observing the movements of the
enemy. They might also be employed
In sieges on great fortresses suoh as
France haa established on her border.

Frances army Is admittedly Inferior in
many respects. The Erencn regular es-

tablishment numbers eoo.OJO men. nicely
distributed as to the essential branches.
The French reserve army numbers 1.S0O- .-

ro making the total war strength tlOO,-Oi- A

or considerably lose than ,the Ger
man reserve unsupported. France a avail-
able unorganised fighting force Is but
1.CWX0OO or half that boasted by Germany.

While France claims pertect organi
tlon. many loose ends have been discov
ered nevertheless by keen foreign obser
vers In attendance at the French maneu
vers. Now .trie rrencn are wi uesi ui
fighters so far as temperament is con
cerned. But they are not the sticklers
for military perfection that the Ger
mans are. In fact. France la reputed
to have the characteristic of waiting for
war to perfect the details of her army
a cbaracteristio mat is ooioriuuiij
American In practice. It was such a
tendency thst brought about the disas-
ters to the French arms In the Franco-Prussi- an

conflict. On paper the Frencn
were eminently prepared for that strug
gle but when tho troops were thrown in

artist bimsejf. a dreamer of charming
dreams, a poet and a playwright. But
be la best known probably as a "caus-sur- ."

or feuilletonist as a writer of
those pungent and poignant pieces of
satirical cleverness which have made
the pages of Stmpllclstlmus and Jug-en- d

modern refuges for the almost ex-
tinguished spirit of Aristophanes. In
Germany the little book baa succeeded
In stirring up the finest hubbub they
have beard of In a long while in that
land, particularly given to discussion
of vast, abstractions.
Perhaps somebody replies to Herr ln

by and by. that he overlooks a
significant possibility namely, that
the mistakes of the moment may prove
so many stepping stones to the true
profrress of tbe future. -

"Oh. progress." he rejoins, promptly:
"always that word progress!" And It
is Just our vautned progress ha ac-
cuses of having killed individuality,
sentiment, adventure, the blue flower
of roejry nay, love Itself.

"Who." he asks, "would today dare
to make an Othello's' Jealousy the main
motive of a drama?" And be point a out
that love doea not play the leading part
In a single one of Ibsen dramas ex-
cept "Love's Comedy" and there It
appears only to ba mercllessJy laughed
to scorn. . ' T--

Love. like art. demands passion,

Today what every man feara most of
all Is to seem hopelessly ridiculous by
display of some kind of enthusiasm.
Not even youth itself forms an excep-
tion to thTs rule. What modern man
would dare to twang a mandolla u
der his donna's balcony? What mod- -
ern man would dare to ramp up and

v
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the field they were found to bo hope-
lessly deficient In the vltaj essentials of
effective soldiery.

.. English Tlave adra.
Great BrttaJn'e army Is Inferior to

that of Franco in numbers as well as in
organisation and field effectlvenees. The
British regulars number 257,000 officers
and men augmented by a reserve of but

with but 800,000 available unorgan-
ised men.

England baa one material advantage
over the French capable leadership.
There are senor officers at
this time who are recognised aa capable
of effectively handling the French
armies In gctlon. In the remote event of
a Joint conflict ' with Oermany. English
senior officers no doubt would occupy
the supreme command of the allied
forces. Lord Kitchener, doubtless, would
sooner or'later be designated as Field
Marshal to bold active command. The
Germans, on the other hand, have half
a score of efficient senior officers, "al-

though It Is contended that all of them
rolled Into one would hardly make a
Von Moltke. the great silent Dane, who
worked such wonders with the German
armies In Tl .'

When It comes to a comparison of
navies. It Is Orest Britain that Immedi-
ately steps Into the spotlight. Her
navy overshadows that of both Germany
anl France. Her modern battleships to
tal IS, hr ordinary battleships a and her

. .

down the world, like a crusader or a
Don Quixote, In defense of some fool-
ishly Idealistic cause?

War Is one of the things that Herr
Auburtln holds needful to art and
other such things are religious credu-
lity. Individual to the
verge of cruelty, social disorganisa-
tion, and much more that -- we-now re-

gard as thoroughly undesirable, Listen
to him:

Taking; Away Art'a Source.
' "Contradiction, conflict, disorder, the
unflgrafted love of the soft-hearte- d,

deceit and robbery and ambush, stupid
peaaant beliefs In cobolds and glisten-
ing elves these form the soil whence
art and poetry draw their nourishment,
their power. And my mind la made
np; If you abolish those things. If you
arrange the world with regard to noth-
ing but oomfort and complete equality,
then you will abolish art, too.

'Tbe arts are so many parasites.
And thla does not. offend anybody who
knows that the earth's most wonder-
ful flowers, the orchids. are also para-
sitic growths. The arts borrow their
being either from the top of the prince-
ly tree. or . from tae decaying nt

dirt of superstition at Ita
foot.

"In tho well-organis- cells of aa
electrically Illuminated merchant state
art must die; and Its Irrational charma
fall particularly to arrest themselves
where all life Is dlrscted toward a ra-
tional exploitation of human labor. No,
at tbe courts of demented popes and
arrogant despots, under- - the political
tyranny of Venetian Councils, In the
criminal tumult surrounding figures
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first-cla- ss cruisers 63 with an endless
number of torpedoboat destroyers, sub-

marines and cruisers of the second and
third classes.

Germany's modern warships total 28.

with nine old warships and IS first-cla- ss

Kranee boasts IS modern bat- -
H.nhina. 10 ordinary warships and 15

like the French Louis XV, there art
has produced Its finest and most deli-

cate flowersi"
Labor seema almost as bad as war to

this desplser of accepted values. For
labor means organisation, and organ-
isation means suppression of person-
ality, peroullarlty. genius. Art Is above
everything else personal, and the slo-
gan of our time Is the subordinate of
personality to machinery . ..

A baneful homogeneousness Is spread-
ing Its blight over the world a mo-

notony such as our globe has never be-

fore experienced. Uniformity In sports,
preoccupation with mass politics, the
dally consumption of Identically served
journalistic tidbits all serve to wipe
out Individual peculiarities and angu-
larities.

' So Need of Great Men.

And industry makes out of Its slaves
so many parts of a machine breathing
In unison, and oiled simultaneously by

the administration of the same kind of
foodstuff. The laboring hordes- - of Si-

lesia are not a whit different from those
of Wales and Pltsburg-- And In

cities" of England each two
Englishmen resemble esch other Just.as
closely as do their villas built from
Identical patterns. '

The men wa call great today are not
really great they only seem so because
they rise a little above the general
dreary level. And reaUy great men are

"

not wanted. "Why." cries our author,
"why should we demand elephants to
turn the coffee grinder this Is ir own
day?

And in a line freniy of derision he
points out that the sacred city of Elusla

if 1 1 '

cruisers of the first class
Should the conflict be-

tween France' and Germany ever occur
the lone of operation would be much the
same as in the struggle of "71, passing
into French or.. German territory, of
course, according to the outcome of the
flr.t hie- une iirsi ianu

which once gave to the world gods and
cults and Dyonyslan mysteries, today
produces nothing but cement and soap.
The river Rhine, once the main German
source of nature poetry and general
poetical inspiratelon. Is nowaday lined
with factories from end to end and at
the Rock of Loreley there is a pier for
stone lighters! Where the antique
glories of Rome once held undisputed
sway, there we meet' today with nois-som- o

tenements. -

"A world without a. Rhine, a world
without a Rome," says Herr Auburtln,
"does It not make you feel the night
the great night toward which we are
inevitably tending?" ."

Taking up the arts one by one. he
sweeps aside their present expressions
with a mere wave of the hand. Paint-
ing nothing but.frescoes for publio
school stairways, ordered and made by
the yard. Sculpture over and over
again the same nude young lady, la-

beled yesterday "Circe," today "Youth,"
and tomorrow "Love's Awakening."

There are still houses being built
with lonio column "in front of them,
but only as a meana of advertising, or
for the sake of vulgar (display- - of
wealth. There are still wlndowa of
stained glass to be seen but not so.
often in churches aa in beer saloons,

. - End of the Drama. '
'And the drama, the noblest art of all
burled, exiled, forgotten, lost in the

of musical comedy, vaude-
ville and moving-pictur- e, shows. Even
the sacred soil of Italy is close!ycov-ere- d

with cinematograph . booths from
the Alp toucL-n- g top to tho sea-llne- d

heel of its boot. And Herr Auburtln
dreams a nightmarish dream about the

OtTAff? TNAT

engagements would necessarily open
along the border.

Thle territory Is such as to give Tun
play to all the horrors of modern con-eiif- t.

helm undulatlne. with more or
less cover for artillery. It would be
a struggle such as would test the armies
to the utmost for with every modern

triumphal entry of Sherlock Holmes
Into Balreuth as its master and the
embodiment of Its future. destination.

. "How can people who have lived all
day in the noise and haste of business
give their nightly leisure to the deli-
cate nuances of psychological analy-
sis?" he demands. And he adds the as-

sertion, which may sound a little
startling here, that some of New
York's most successful business men
have to devote their evenings to wood-
cutting as the only means of getting
their fraxzled nerves Into some kindv

of shape again. "The Americaniza-
tion of art," is, by the bye, a term
that appears quite frequently In Herr
Arburtln's book. It Is already well un-

der way In Europe, be says, and as for
America Itself well, here art died be-

fore It was really born.
Aa the average "right-minde- d" man

praises work, so this German signs the
praise Of leisure, loafing,, indolence. He
apeaka of the" "saving holiness of the

habit, without which art
eannot exist" And he insists that only
people utterly reckless of time and Its
value can appreciate art. Work, he
goes on work which Is exalted as the
gospel of the day makes man common
knd vulgar and incapable of grasping
those swiftly passing moods out of
which' have sprung- - beauties like the
elegies of Horace and the poems of
Goethe.

"I believe that the human raee is
headed for a tremendous future," be
concludes his vintrollc outpourings. "I
believe In the arrival of peaceful de-
mocracies, . and monstrous, harmo-
nious labor associations that shall want
the highest and attain it.

"I believe that they are going to pick

appliance the conflict would in Its final
Sturm, resolve Itself Into a fight at

-- J

close range when the vast extended order
infantry llnee worked together.

Maneuvering and higher tactics would
be of the greatest importance with both
sides striving for advantage of position
and with her better, senior officers it is
the consensus of opinion among mili-
tary observers that Germany wounl read-
ily get the better of tho argument.

Those mighty machines of the navy
would clash in decisive combat, no doubt,
m the vicinity of Kiel. The first strate-
gic move of a naval force operating
against the German fleet would be to
bottle the squadrons up In the. Baltic
Sea. Such a force as Great Britain might
even Invade the Baltic, if necessary, to
lock horns with the German dread-
noughts.

Frequent as are the alarming quar-

rels among these great powers, however,
there are those optimists who hope to
see arbitration firmly established be-

fore any such conflict Is brought about.
With the more Intricate relations that
exist among the great nations of the
world war is yearly becoming more dif-

ficult and the day may really not ba
so very far off when the human family
will have evolved beyond the possibility
of organized slaughter. Except a few
bellicose professional combatants,' the
world will remain content to have the
great European conflict remain In the
field of speculation and conjecture as to
its results and outcome.

the Alps from their places and us
their crushed fragments to fill up the
bays of the oceans, so that the new
ground may be used for the Tearing of
more barracks. I believe that they are
going to win their way to the Great
Righteousness, and that the last speck
of vice and Ill-w- ill shall bo erased from
our hearts, so that henceforth every-

thing may run with perfect ease and
smoothness.

"All this will, come I feel it, and 1

can see the human creatures spread in
black density over air the five conti-
nents. But I know, too, that never a
painfully .sweet note will rise out of
those anonymous multitudes or if it
be heard, It will never be understood.

"We, who feel the magic power of
art, we belong to a dying species, to a
weaker species which, by the law of .
nataral selection, is doomed to make
pace- - for the stronger that is, the
coarser and for the fitter that is,
tbe more vulgar.

T quake before the electrical great-
ness of coming generations, and I shall
spurn' them even out of the pinboard
box in which, by th time of their
coming, I shall have been nailed.
. "New culture. But an artless cul-

ture. The vision of nature'! secret
stirs deeply, but It Will never stir man
to that divine Insanity which we have
at various times named 'the Dome ot
Sf .Mark,' or 'the Hermes of Praxiteles,'
or. Orlando Furioso.' All that is gone.
It is dying between our hands, or it
Is already dead, and will no longer
stand in the way of the laudably per-
fect arrangements for hygiene and
comfort in the best of all coming
worlda."


