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1 .Some pepplc find the German tongue an easy one to learn,

But, strange to say, the Widow Wise its tricks could ne'er discern;
So, in Berlin,, some friends of hers resolved a trick to play
To make her learn the language, and they framed it up this way:

2.. Said they, "You're bound. to lose yourself around Berlin, some time,
And your ignorance of German is, to say the least, a crime;
So learn this phrase and, when you're lost, repeat it, plain and quick.
To any one you "chance to meet. It's this: 'ICH LIEBE DIGH 1' M

3. "Thanks," said the Widow, "I shall try," and for a fact she did,
All witless of the cruel joke that in the phrase was hid; ,

1 And, just to. show what she could do, she sauntered out next day.
Resolved to spring her knowledge if by chance she lost her way.
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5. The fresh young flirt!" the Widow thought, and turned away..
Repeating words all Greek to .her, he followed at her back."
She sought a handsome officer. "Ich liebeldlch!" she cried, .

And he, enthusiastically,' crept closely to her side.

Alack!

6. Another man in.uniforrn-shesaw:and:rnshed.- to him
She spoke her words! On bended knee.he fell with:sudden Tim.
In Jear,taothers still she moaned. those Germanwords so short,
And all fell in and followed "hera fond, admiringxourt.,
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4 And lose her way she promptly did. .She wandered bra.while,
Then rhanced to see a tall young man who wore a kindly .smile
And straightway, up to hirri she walked, resolved to speak or die,
4Ich liebe dich!" she said toKhim, and, oh, he winked his eye!
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7. At last, dismayed, the Widow found by fortune. herfiotel.
She tottered inland at the desk began her tale to tell. "

Said she: 'IonIy spoke three 'words.my good friendsold me; to.
What could thejr mean?" And then-she'learne-

d the"words meantf"JQoveyou!v

The:angry"Widow:soughcherrdom5and sentithosefriendsmote .

The page Tfould burn should. repeat the!verywords she svrote.
"But still Tm glad I knowthose words,"she said, with laughingeyes,
'INCESOMEGERMANSHOULDPROPOSEI"excIaimedtheWiHowW
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