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OLD DAM IS ROGUE VALLEY SAVIOR

Golden Drift Viaduct Rebuilt Br;ti;:;fﬂr to Withstand Floods, to

Harness Wasted Power and

Acres That Have Long COried for Moisture.
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in the whoie fertile valley sbove and
below the gity. The volumeé of water
was there, but ditches and franchises
wers necessary o start In motion the
big pumps that had =0 long been used
te ajd in scouring the plucer holdings.
New waler fllings ware made for irri-
gation in 1508 The pilans *“Jooked
good:" in all elght new water [llings
were made to shut out any other cor-
P tion that might attempt Lo enaler
the fleld at & critical moment of devel-
opment work sure to follow.

Flood Pestroys Work.

In 1909 several miess of ditches Wwere
buflt by the farmers, and the opaning
season's outcome was looked vupon
with much pride. Mass mestings Werse
held, and water [lowed everywhere In
coplous gpantities to illustrate the
usefulness of irrigation to small tracts,
It was In these pgushing U s that
mMENY gnrdoners and truck-ralsers
sround town took advantage of the
act and pald §5 an scre just to watch
things grow, and reap the exira in-
come. The season had been propitious,
and the following year was to be along
broader limesa. Ditcles would be ex-
tended and guneral Improvements
would be made along the supply polnts
But in Japusry an unforessen event
crushed the life out of plans, the bIF
dam weakened under a hesvy ficod,
and as a result & large portion of it
went to ruin. The big pumps that had
done duty in flukhing the dry lands,
went dovn in the rush, and have nsver
been recovered, although/ divers hajye
been employesd to ferret themm out.

Tha Golden Drift Company was not
in shape to rebulld the dam, and the
farmers’ organization wes pol strang
snough, o8 ity fands had been exhauat-

ed In bullding ditehes and in contract- | all they could manage safely.
ing with the Golden Drift Company | consequence the paitrens that had been
for the works dnd dam =ite, which fell | gervad had to go back to dry farming
through when the dlsastrous tiood | and berry raleing in the season of 1310,
came. The situation was serjouns, and | It was a gloomy period, water had been
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A few of the stockholders in the O
abla rights degenerdte, yet the farm- | organtzstion started eanaw to furnish
ers’ arganization could not touch It | valley renidents

owing.to f{inanclul conditions, and be- minor pckholders wers not long

ths casa came into court

shaps of an equity suit, with a
ver in charge. Desplte the 1itl-
gution the court silowed the work to
proceed under Its supervislon and that
of a recelver, who bhms or wiil expend
$40,000 this year in reparing the dam
with solid conérete. Full falth and
eredit is placed in the results,

Under a system of frrigation pota-
toes will Increase thelir yleld 250 per
cent; cabbage from three to five times
the nsual amount tealized on drylsnd
process, «and all oOther wvegelabies in
liks proportion. Every orchard and

garden will treble and doubla its yiald,

and the population will Increase with
an enduring s=atisfaction. The flrst
sanEon’'s growth of alfalfa and clover
will pay a net return to the pro-
ducer of twice v it cost to got tha
water for that Yyear. Rogue River
Valley ships to outside points 600 cars
of applas, pears and peaches. In re-
turn the consumgption by man and
beast requires shipment of 547 cars of
products into the “valley Is it any
wonder the business communities are
readily supporting irrigation projacts?
Common sense Leaches them it's for
thefr best intersst and sdvancement,




