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THE FUTURE, NOT THME FAST.

Mr Rashlight breaks & Jjudiclous
pllence t0 make un attack om Mayor
Blimos as 4 “bose™ of former days; but
Mr. Rushlight may be advieed that the
public s not so much concerned about
the political past of Mr. Slmon as It Is
about the political future of Mr.
Ruahlight The caresr of Mr. Simon,
perssnal, professional and political, Is
a part ef the familisr history of city

and state. The curver of Mr. Rushe
Hepht, b far as It s known, has beeRn
one of constant Jdemagogic apperal to
the restiess, discontentsd and (rre-
spunmible «léemonts of the community,
of subservience to the corporations
wid the sewer trust, and of trafTic
with the saloons and the North End
It gives Do promise of firm comtrol
and rigid supervision of the Immoral
slement. or of discipline of the cor-
parations, or of rebuke to_the dom-
inant poilitical ring In the City Coun~
¢il. or of effective opposition to the
lsrge schemaes of the thrifty and ener-
getic hand of contractors who infest

the City Hall
Mr. SBimon bas lived In Oregud
practicaily all his life. He early man-
festesi & roal genlus for polities and
for adrolt and successful  political
He Lecame a boss of

manipaiation.
the oid st5he, operating in the old way,
e ‘was & State Senator. and several
nf the Siate Benate.

timens president

He opposed and cruashed the long
dominant and arrogunt Miltchell ring.
He »et up & machine of his own,

which in time was destroyed, afrer he
had been eolected United States Sen-
atar, Then cames the new era In our
political affairs and the entrance
upon the palitical stnge of the
eeking. stealthy-moving, peop e={O0i-
Ing, primary-wsorking, weatber-vane-
wadching operator and statexman of
(be Hourne-Kellaher- Rushlight type:
and the last sstate of the commos
pedple, #o far an politicul leadership Is
as the first, and

welf=

enncrrned, s as bad
prebahly “worse.

Throughout his Jomg and active his-
t In Oregon, Mr. Simon's personal
Integrity has not been impegehed. He
his been above graft or the suapicion
of graft. He has been Jdentifled in a
ronsplctous way with large affatra,
and has manifested administrative and
rywc utive abilities a high order.
These gulding tralls Mr. Simon's
sharacter were so well known, and the
public knowledge of hia greatl capacity
pnd confldence in his personal integ-
Hity were so general, that twn Yearn ago
be wan called out of his Iaw office o
pecome Mayor of Posrtiand He can-
pented reluctantly, sand was clected by
B large vote Now It is again demand-
pd that he become a candidate for
Mayor, and he has Yielded The kind
pf administration we have had for two
1 the publle, though It Is
Prealy acknowledged that mistakes
hare been made But by and large
It has been a highly efficient adminis-
tration With vears" expericnce
in handling problems that were, some
thetn to him, and most of
them ¢iMNcuit and momentous, Mr
Slmon ia equipped tn do even betier In
the sntsuing Iwo prars

it i= futile for Rushlight, who has
pverything to conceal about his pres-
ent dealings and future policies
rall at Stmon, whn has nothing to con.
rral it pant present, fature,
Moot even Huashilght will vesturs to de-
ciare that any act of Mayor Simon has
bvenn talnted by an lmproper purpose
or tmapired by personal or political
ambition He has been the Mayor
He has pot sought to maks the May-
cralty uwn Instromentality other
ends or the conmvenience of any group
He will pot In the fu-
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light ¢doT Whe will
Who will constitute
What will be his alms and
Thess are questions of present me-
ment. No buncetnbe protestations of
virtus of threadbars recital of long-
forgtien efents w=ill obscure the live

nnd hour
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MANTMOCAFPFING Ol R TRADE
Senator Jénes, of Washington, has
introduced a bill In the Senate pro-
viding regulations for the Panama Ca-
nal and contnining a proviston that
American vesseols cugaged In coaatwise
trade shall have the fres use of the
canal. Regnrdleas of the fact thal ex-

| dendly

tstent treaties which we age making |

no attempt to abrogate expiicitly pro-
vide that na favoritism in rates shall
he shown any vessels making use of
the oanal, the Post-Intelil-
goocer commends this feature of the
Jones &ill, xnd makes the unwarranted
statement that “either the American
ships must have special privileges in
the canal or the beaefit of the canal
will g» to the foreigners at the ex-
pense of the peopie of this country 1

Seattle

The Senttle paper reaches this coo- !

clusion in tits way: “When the cunal
i+ open the British Columbia lumber
manufacturers can ahip threir products
thraugh to the Atlantic States precisely
as cnxily &8s can the Washingten lum-
Mermen. But the Washington Iumber-
men will have to ship exciusively In
American” vessels, - while the British
Colzmbia millmen <an Use yveaseln of
any country In the world.” The Pan-
ams Canal is not being constructed as
» money-making enterprise, but It s
toped that a sufficient amount of
nipping will make use of It to enable
he sarning of operaling cxpenses and
ot least A small tntersst on the Invest-
ment.  Any “special privileges” such
as exempting American ships from
lsannage dues, must necessarily be paid
ifor by the American people, who must
oot the billa
{4l us mee who secures the Anancial
jadvantage of this proposed apecial

worivilege. BSuarely not the W.

‘ :

voritism ahown the latter must Deces-
sarily be at the expense of the formeTr,
What the Pacific Coast producers and
thelr fustomers in the East nesd more
than free canal dues i the right to use
cheap ships The canal §s not being
constructed for the purposs of enhanc-
ing the profits of a fow weaithy ship-
owners. It fs being bullt to facilitats
the commerce of the United States and
to cheapen transportation.

To reap the fullest benefits from the
canal It is necemsary that we orase this
fine line of distinotion Which at pres-
ent prevents us from welhg any iJnd of
an ocean carrier that Is avallable. A
free-ship bill which would permit
Americans to buy tounage tn the open
markst and operais It on any route
they saw it would reduce freights be-
tween the Auiantic and 'Pacific sea-
boards nearly ome-half. That redue-
tion would bs followed by unexampled
prosperity throughout the oountry.

WHES DD RACE SUNIDE BEGIN®

Between the Springfield Republican
and Profesor W, F. Willcox, of Cor-
nell University, a protty lttle differ-
ence of upinlon has srisen over the
procise time when the lamented de-
cline in our National birthrate began,
Professor Willeox sets the date as
eariy as 1815, but the Hepublican in-
clines to bolieve that the decline could
not have begun much before 1850.
Each of the two coniestants haw a
good deal to say about the predictions
of Elkanah Walker, This geotleman,
who flouriahed early in the last cen-
tury, prophesied that the population
of the United States would continos
permanently 1o Increase as fast as it
had up to the year 1515, that ls, about
one-third every ten yearn His con-
rlusion was reached by study of the
birth rate which then prevalled. It
Is & remarkable fact that the actoal
rate of increase remained at about
the figure he forecasted umnti]l the
year 1850 and then 1t began to fall
off. The Republican plausibiy argues
that. Inasmuch as he drew from his
premises a conclusion which wWas verl-
fled by the facts for many successive
years, the premises themselves must
have been accurate,

Of course Elkanah Walker's maost
important premise was the assump-

ton that the birth mts sould not
dectine during the nineteenth cen-
tary. The Republican contends that

It eould mot have declined up to 1850
or his predictions as to the increase
of the populstion would not have
come true. Profesor Willcox declares
that it 4id decling, but that the popu-
lation continued to increase s’ he had
prophesied 1t would bdecause of the
talling death rate. On the other hand
it s contended that the Jeath rate In
the United States d1d not change per-
coptidbly during the interval Letween
1815 and 1850, Professor Willcox
argues that it must have fallen, since
deaths grew fewer In proportion fo
popuiation in every other couniry in

the world, for which pecords axiat
during that time.
Unhapplly there are ho ®ocurate

statistics to eonfirm or contradict the
conclusions of elther side in this In-
teresting debgte. Professor Willcox
dertves some figures from the varioos
consus reports of the early decades of
the last century, but evidentiy they
are of no great service to him, while
am for statistics of bLirths and deaths
they stmply do not exist. OQur evi-
dence upon the subject of the contro-
versy is aimost purely inferential
The subject is of practical as well
as theoretical importance, for If our
birth rate really began to decline as
enrly sa 1515 we cannot aftribute the
calamity to rocent causes. It s idle
for us to ssy that it comes from the
high cost of llving, the protective tar-
i#f or mnything of the sort. I! must
have heen due to something in the
natural conditions of the climate or
the solk, It ls wall known that al-
though the Indians had dwelt in this
country for many generationa, they
dl4 not increass In numbers. No
Aeubt the land was na thinly populat-

od when the Pllgrims landed as It
winr a thousand yomrs eariler. Why
did mot the natives multiplyT War

ronped its harvest, of course, but not
mors han it did among the popula-
tion of Burope from the fall of Rome
to the elgbteonth century, and yat
Auring that whole !nterval the bum-
ber of human beings living in Egrope
steadily increased, while the number
of the Indiane never increassd so far

as anvhody can lrarn It may even
have dimintshed Trom the date of
thely primitive migration to this
country,

It could not Bave been war which
kept the Indians from multipliying.
Ng more conld it have Been disense.
In their original condition they do
not seem to have saffered much from
maladies, They caught sov-
eral from the Huropeans, dut that Is
s different matter altogether. It
scems tenahle to mrgue, therefopre, that
the cltmatic conditions of the North”
American continent sre not favorabie
to the multiplfestion of haman be-
ings. This Inference is reinforced by
the fact that sven the most fecund of
our forelgn !munigrants tend to b
come sterile within a few years of
their Ianding. The solltary exception
af the French Canadians would not
of Ieelf ilovalidate this general con-
cluasios,

it is therefore an matter of great
imtarest to prove, If possible, that our
Natlonal birth rate did not begin to
decline unt!l the pressure of populs-
tien supplied an obvioua reason for iL
This would rdlieve us of the disagree-
able thought that our continent may
rot be ndapted for the permanent sur-
vival of mankind. As & matter of
fact, thers Is hardly more than fanci-
ful ground for conciuding that the
birth rate began to decline early In
the last century and still less Tor
imagining that this hypothetical de-
cline was counterbalanced by a fall-
ing death rate. The decreame of the
death rate In the modern warld is
dus almost entireiy to sclentific dis-
coveries which, ms the Republican
notices, are very recent. Almost all
of .them depend upon the germ theary
of discass which has made its strik-
ing advances In the last twenty or
thirty yeam.

Before it was established that the
most dangerous epldemics were
cansed by microscople forms of e
medical asthorities worked blindly In
their eofforts to protect the public
health., Very few of the maasures by
which human Iife s now
and prolenged were thought of be-

fore 1530 elther o city or ecountry.
Conditions adout as they
whils the density of the population
bad  locreassd. Hence If there had
been any change in the desth rate it
probably rose instead of fell. The
conclusion - féllows  at -onca that the
birth rate could not have declined.
All this omits any reference to the
influence of Immigration, bdut that
tactor did not become of pronounced
importance until the Iatter half of
the nineteenth century.

THE PERFECT ROSE.

A timaly article in conjunction with
Portland's annual Rose Festival, now
but & week off. appears In the current
number of Everybody’'s Magaszine, un-
der the head, *“The Quest of the Per-
foct Rose” Dalntfly filustrated and
written by an enthusiast in rose cul-

ture. this articie Is & seasonable ambel.

lHshment of the pages which It covers
as well as o timely preseatment of the
gueen of flowers, so soan 10 hold sWwhy
over Portiand streets,

The “perfect rose!” exclalms oDe of
aur local devotees at the shrine of the
queen of this coming carnival. “We
already have It. Look =t Caroline
Testout!™

“Nay.,"” exclabms another, “Jook of
Viscountess Folkstone,” and yst an-
other mnd snother claims perfection
for La Fraoce, sod Richmond: for
Lady Batteraea mnd Ducheas De Bra-
punt; for Marie Von Houtt and Cath-
erine Mermet; for Maman. Cochet
and Madame Alfred Carriere. And
#0 on and on through a lat of floral
quesns arrayed |n sheil or silver pink;
in gorgrous crimson, in thats- of sun-
s=t and gold, or In purest white, cach
and all of whom will hold court In the
henrts of citizens of Portiand during
the week boeginning June 6

To be sure, we noed a few Jdnys of
sunshine: warm and bright, to bring
our roses to perfection, but we need
Bo new types of roses; no new varlety
or "sport” of any type in ordeér to
be abla to show perfect roses by the
thousands aud tens of thousands In
early June days

We are told that the “blue rose" in
the dream of rosshresders and hybrid-
{sts. Here the guestion, “Why should
anybody want a 'blue rose’ T ls per-
tinent, *"Of course” coames the an-
swer, “there Is nothing besutiful about
a blup rose, The affort to produce It
s simply oné of those strivings for the
ubways desired—~for the impossible.”

With thls explanation we can arford
to drop the “quest of the perfact rose.”
teeling sure that it ks pursued, not be-
cause weo have mnot already perfeot
roses In abundance, perfect in form.
fragrance, tinta, habits of growth,
vivid ecoloring and profusion of bloom,
but because of the unappeasable de-
sire to produce something new or
quaint, or striking, that will serve to
show man's power in the domain of
Natuare.

S —

WORLD'S GREATEST CORDNATION.

“he boust of heraldry, the pomp
of power,” have been very much In
evidenrs whenever Great Britain or
any other monarchy crownoed a new
ruler. The coronstion ceremonies In
all times and among all peoples have
bean Impressive, interesting and ex-
pensive The affalr now under re-
hearsal in London, will be more im-

preasgive, more Interesting and more
expenaive than any that the worid
ever saw. This is made posxible only

becauses the world s richer and the
genios of man has provided facilties
for spending money that were never
dreamed of when Willlam the Con-
queror, Richard 1. or any of the long-
departed rulers of England wers
erowned., There Is nothing In the an-
nals of the old Jdays that reveals any
hek of demire for the spectacular or
for the pomp and glory that are pro-
dominant features of twentieth con-
tury coronations. In thelr respective
day and age these old-time coronations
wers perhaps in degree the equal of
that for which the world ls now walt-
ing.

In view of the fact that London has
to such a large extent commercialized
the greatest of all attractions which
she has ever been able to offer the
tourist 1t s not at all surprising to
nite that even the church s muaking
some concessions. Despite the pro-
tests of Lord Halifax and other high
church dignitaries the nonconformiats
will be permitted to participate in the
minor features of the at event, The
average Engiishman “dearly loves a
lord” and is always in roadiness to
grovel at the feet of royulty. Precedant
and tmadition coming down through
centuries In which murderers and
reprobates graced and disgraced the
throne on which King George Is about
to be crowned have not taken the
keen edge from the Britlah desire to
pasy homage 10 royalty.

But the Englishman also hoas a
strong religious veln. From the days
of the Roman invasion hes has fought
for his religion with the same ardor
Slsplayed In NOghting for his king,
the two objects not infrequently ad-
mitting of concurrent fighting. Hence
it 1= that the ecrowning of a king in
all ages has been regarded as a most
sacred rmeligious rite In which the
church appears as a witness or agent
to & solemn contract enterod into be-
“tween the people and thelr ruler. In
the days soon after the Romans had
departed from England ths opporto-
nities for olaboruting this religious
ceramony were not always of the best.
The English at times changed mon-
archs 5o often and in such haste that
the coronation exercises may be =ald
to have taken place “om the run”™
Even when Willinm the Conqueror was
having the crown fitted to his head In
Weastminster Abbey In 1068 his Nor-
man guards outside the Abbey mistook
*he hearty responses made In the Eng-
lish tongue for & asignal for troubls
and began durning the town, thus at-
tracting so much attention that Will-
fam and the priests wers obliged has-
tily to finlsh the coronation exercises
alune,

The religious ceremonies at the cor-
onation of Richard the Lion-Hearted
were also disarranged by a massacrs
of the Jews, which began almost sim-
ultaneousty with the appearance at
Westminster of the new King. But
there will be no massacres and no dis-
cordant notes at the coming corona-
ton that §= now drawing spectators
from every country on the globe. The
coronation proper will cost Great
Britain $25,000.000, and this is only a
small portion of the grand total that
will be spant by the people.

According to Athenaeus, tho coro-
ration of Ptolemy Philadelphus in 285
B. C. from the standpoint of cost,
would have given that of King Georgw
& closa race, but the world In Ptol-
emy's time was a small affulr com-
pared with that which is to pay hom-
age o King George. Pomp and power

in an extraordinary degree were also

In ‘evifende &t the coronation of |

Charlemmgne at Rome in 8500, and
nothing mofe romantic is recordad In

history than the crowning of Charles | science.

VII at Rheims, the culmination of that |
wonderful movement that cost the Im-
mortal Joan of Arc her lfe. Napo-
leon, wisiding a power greater than
attained by any other man and always
fond of the spectacular, violated all
precedent by summoning the supreme
head of the Cathollc Church to crown
him at Paris instead of at Rheims, the
ecclesinstical home of the nation. But
for all this, the milltary and theatrical
features of hls coronation far outshone
those of the church,

George V may lack the biood and
fron qualities of some of the central
figures in the gorgeons coronation
spectacies of past ages, but no mon-
arch who in earlier years followed the
path of glory to the grave Was ever
called on to assume the mighty re-
sponsibility symbollzsed by the crown
which will be placed on his head next
month. The far-flung posessions of
the British Empire embrace nearly
12,000,000 wquare miles and nearly
400,000,000 subjects will hall him as
King. Sub-rulsrs of these subjects
are already pouring into London from
sll parts of the world and the crowd
s belng increased by thousands of
Americans, who are attracted by the
prospect of the greatest spectacle of
ite kipd that the world hap ever seen.

Added interest is caused [rom the
possibiiity of this being the climax of
England's  greatness. Certain it 1»
that the limit of her territorlal ex-
pansion has been reached. With the
mutterings of her starving milllons at
home, rebellious miltions in India and
other outlying colonles, and with her
pecdple stuggering beneath the welght
of army, navy and royal family bur-
denx,  change, economic and political,
may not be far in the future, Histor-
fans of the future may . bave occasion
to mrite that  the Britlah Empire
reached the zenlth of Its groeatness
with the crowning of George V.

MATERIALISM.

Mr. Roosevelt’s opinion that Chis
country stands in great danger from
the spread of materiallem and pagan-
fsm merits serious attention. The
warning was dellverad to a congrega-
tion of ministers, members of the fed-
eratlon of churches, who had assem-
bled in New York and must therefore
be recelved as one of the Colonel’s
profoundly meditated utterancea and
not n mere fugitive bresze of senti-
ment. It is to be regretted that he did
not deflne pagnnlsm as he did muate-
rinlism. Had he done =0 the welght
of his prophecy might have been bet-
ter appreciated, As the subject now
stands we know we are threatened
with one perll, materinlism, which
has been clearly described for us and
another, paganism, which we are lert
to muke out for ourselves s best we
can.

We venture the modest guess that
by “paganixm” Mr. Roosevelt meant
to signify that form of faith which is
sometimes called “natural rellgion.
It was the theory of divinity and life
which was accepted in the ancient
world up to the time when Christian-
ity triumphed Just how widely it
appeals to the populace in our day
seems rather a difficolt question to
answer. Mr., Roosevelt declares that
it 1s undermining orthodoxy every-
whore and he has traveled so widely
and observed o much that he ought
to know,

But it does not! follow that pagan-
ysin, oven If it has been adopted by
lurge numbers of people, Is a real dan-
ger to the country. Iis ultimate ef-
fect may be to waken the ministers
af Christianity to more fervent azeal
und thus bring about the restoration
af those happy conditions which ex-
isted when every man was a church
member and orthodox. This, however,
Is nothing better than speculation. We
are more concerned weith what Mr.
Roosevelt had to say about material-
Ism. Of this evil he offered a clear
and brief definition. He aaid it meant
sponcrete forms of wealth and power,”
which reads a Nitle oddly seeing that
power fs always immaterial and
wealth often so.

1t did not escape Hinckstone's no-
tice that mnany forms of wWealth are
pure abstractions, The property right
representsd by a bank note or & share
oY stock partakes very slightly of the
paaterial. Tt resembles much. more
closely those genernlized ideas™
which Plato followed into the empy-
rean. Mpst great modern forfunes
have passed into this etheroalized state.
They are not composed of gold and sil-
ver, nor of land or any other tangible
substance. What they really ove is o
mere right, sustained by the law, to
lny hold of a certain proportion of
the producis of"industry from day to
day. When oo much of this right or
power is accumulated in the hands of
one man we agree with Mr. Roosevelt
that it becomes a menace bul we can-
not concede that “materialism®™ is the
numes by which menaces sught to be
designated. On the contrary It is a
subtle form of ldeallum. Wealth in
its modern and dangerous shnpe 18 not
a thing but an idea just as the pagan
gods were. Whether it Is real or not
makes no difference so far as |ta
power over the minds of men I= con-
cerned. There was a time when the
Egyptlan lsis  exercised tremendous
authority over human baings, Sha 414

not exist but her ministers did and
that wns sufficient to obtain the ef-
fect.

Since, then, wae must class wealth
among immaterial things, mere ab-
stractions, we cannot concede that the
craving for It cought to be called “ma-
terfallam.” The pursuit of wealth is
the gqueat of an idenl in more than ana
sonse. By far the greater number of
thoss who seek 1t do not thirst much
for the wine it will buy nor Jdo the¥
long especinlly for automobiles and
fins Iinen in themselves, These things
are valusd merely as symbois, Like a
blshop's crozier they stand for spir-
itual snthority. The persons who pos-
sems them are eminent in the modern
Hlerarchy which condacts the ritual of
Mammon. They valoe the atation, the
power that goes with it and the ador-
ation of their fellow men which fol-
lows upon the splendld show of virtual
omnipotence. No doubt a hungry car-
penter gets more enjoyment out of his
badly cooked beefsteak than the dys-
peptic millionalre does from his cham-
pagne and exqulsite French dishes, so
far us mers eating goes, but he does
not get the awe-stricken worship from
the humbie which irradiates the mii-
Honaire's moa! and makse it like n
religious function where he enjoys the
dignity of the god. A heathen god, to
be sure, but that does not mar the
foast. It iz just as satisfactory to be
a heathen god as any other =o long as

Fou are believed in.
We are afrald Mr. Rooseveit will
mmmdh_mm-m
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definition of materialism; Peorhaps all
of us will. Matter grows a little vagus
and elusive tn the light of modern
It becomes harder every day
to tell preciseiy how It differs from
mind. President McCosh used to be-
gin his lectures on metaphysics with
the oracular sentences. "What is mat-
ter? Never mind. What is mindT No
matter.” His puns have lost some-
thing of thelr pungency to the twen-
tivth century student who loclines to
belleve that If mind is no matter s:ill
matter s mind. The two entities seem
to differ most radically in the way
they are measured, Mind cannot be
walghed or counted. Neither can
thought or memory or purpese. But
there are things which can be esti-
mated in térms of quantity and in no
other way. These are material things.
Jdeal entities can only be estimated
in tezms of quallty. ‘They answer the
question "What kind ™ while of mat-
ter we can only ask, “How much?"

This ennbles ux to define & material-
It pretty satisfactorily. He Js a man
whao tries to state €verything In num-
bers, in quantity, ignoring quality al-
together., The person who declaves
that “all is matter” may be an ideal-
tst without knowing it but he who
thinks of the universs in tons and mil-
Hons of doliars alope is a matoriaiist.
Whather he calls himaself a Christian
or 4 pagan makes no difference.

WOMAN IN A NEW BOLE.

The snthouncement of the appoint-
ment of Miss Mabel Albright as Dep-
uty Prosecuting Attorney of Douglas
County is surprising chiefly because
the appointes Is not an ejector of the
county or state and therefore [s sup-
posed to be without political pull or
recognition In the graver affalrs of
the commonwealth. The fitness of
the appolntment s, however, recog-
nired In the sssignment of the young
woman to the prosecution of juvenlile
offenders. The harsher judgment of
men—always excepting Judge Ben
Lindsey, the originator of the juvenile
court in American clities—Is often iil-
sulted to the case of the juvenile of-
tander, while the intultive instinct of
woman specially qualifies her to deal
with offenders of this classl At least
this i the ground taken by many
criminologlsts, who Insist that not
only should justice he tempered with
mercey in the casa of the child who
has gone wrong, whother from erimi-
nal Inatinet or from lack of experi-
ence and proper direction, but that
mercy ahould, and In a vast majority
of soch casea might with ultimate
henefit to the individual and the state,
set justice aslde, or at least hold It in
check.

From his large experience in deal-
ing with juvenile offenders  Judge
Lindsey designutes children as “nelther
moral nor Immornl, but simply un-
moral,” and hoids that they should be
restralned and directed. rather than
punished. This view 15 shared by most
women who have given thought to
the subject. And while the entrance
of duly qualified women into the de-
partment of law that deals with
vouthful offenders ia an innovation in
our jurlsprudence it can hardly be de-
eried as inapt or unwomanly, since
surely anything that she can do
toward the uplitt of the child fa strict-
Iy within “woman’s sphere.”

Miss Albright, of Douglas County, is
the only woman holding the office of
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney in this
stitte. It may be hoped that she will
dischargs the duties ond obligations
of her Important office wisaly, realls-
frig that she cannot afford to make
mistakes In hor new and highly re-
sponsible position. It I= tolerabiy cer-
tain, Indeed, that any faults or flaws
in the pursult of her official dutles
will be thosa that lean to virtue's side.

A WOEFUL TYFE

Tha Oregonian has received an ap-
perl which ought to touch the. hardest
heart. A young woman, a4 pupil in the
elghth grade of the public school in
an Oregon town, terrified by the ap-
proaching peril of the Juns examina-
tions, writes for information on two
subjecta. It occurs io us that in some
ococult way she has made up her mind
that thess matters will-be referred to
in the examinetion questions, and,
with true feminine shrowdness, =he
wishes to take time by the forelock.
£he would set her intellectual house In
order to prepare for the day of doom.

Hor letter {s printed in another col-
gmn of today's paper and we shall
speak of its contents by and. by, but
first we wish to give utteranes to &n
irrepressible astopishment that the ex-
aminations in the public  sclfools
should be so much of a Thorror
to the pupils. What can the reason
Be? It is certainly not because the
questlons are difficult. Those which
we have seen ought to be answered
cusily hy any intelligent person,
whoether ha.aver svent to school or not.
Ther touch upon subjects of ordinary
intorest, concerning which persons
who read the newzpapers and share In
the usual routine of life ean hardly
escape being informed. And yet the
examinations frighten the pupils inio
nervous prostration and more than
half of them fall to answer the ques-
tions correctly.

Many - of the ‘“failurex”™ are, of
oourse, to be attributed directly to this
paralyzing fright. Nobody can use
his mind to advaniage when he s
brdly scarsd. Other faflures result
from diversity of instruction. The
same word has not the same meaning
in alfferent textbooks. Definitions are
given in varying language and oftan in
jrreconcilable substance, and so on
But the Iatter cause ought not to
count for much in Oregon, since hare
we have the same textbooks in all
the schools. Children lately arrived
from other states might experience
some difficulty from It, but not those
who have attended Oregon schools all
their lives,

There may be many causes for the
nervous dread scith which most school
éshildren sea examination day ap-
proaching, but we are convinced that
ons of them is far more {mportant
than any of the others. This is the
dsep consclousness of Ignorance. A
child receiving instroction in school is
liks a traveler conveyed by an angel
from one mountain peak to another in
& country by night and kept blind-
folded all day. He is permitied to ex-
amins the surface of the peak at his
feet by the light of u tallow candle,
but never does ha gaze upon the wide
expanse of the intervening leadscape,
nor does he learn the roads from one
mountain to another. Naturally, the
square yard of surface at the summit
of one mountain looks very much like
the similar area on another. When
the angel Is at last ready to bestow
his parting blessing the traveler finds
it difficult to discriminate between the
poaks. If he s asked to describe and
name them, he is only too likaly to fall
tnto confusion. Memory alone can

has little to cling to.

The school child feels instinetivalyv
that his mind s filled with a sort of
intellectual rubbish, unreiated frag-
ments of knowledge which resemble
real edueation mo more than a pile of
bricks r bles o b On exam-
ination day he is imperatively ordered
to search through this rubbish heap
and draw forth treasure after treasurs
at & moment’s notice. The command
would be inhuman If he had weeks'
notice 3f every question, for a needlo
in & haystack Is proverblally hard to
find. No wonder the poor child, In
his wild panie, fits any answer that
comes first to hand to any question
whatever. The only surprising thing
‘about it is that he ever gives a correct
answer. The fact that this occasion-
ally happens goes far to convince us
that the day of miracles has not yet
passed. The pathse which lead fram
fact to fact are far more important
than the fects themselves, The level
country betwesn the mountains is of
infinitely more consequence than the
snowcapped peaks.

On the other hand, the peéaks can
be numbered and clussified, while It
is difficuig to the last degree to tabu-
iate for recitation purposes the teem-
ing cities and flowery flelds that le
between them. The latter stand for
lte, with itz myriad intricacles, The
former for the school, with its arid
caricature of lfe. We sald a moment
ago that the child's terror of exam-
tnation day arises from his-deep sense
of lgnorance. The contents of his
mind have no Nandles by which he
can salze them, they have no lving
features by which he can recognize
them, and he knows it. Hence he 15
appalled by the command to catch and

exhiblt them in orderly array. Chil-
dren are not frightensd by an exam-
ination in what they truiy know. Omn

the econtrary, it delights them to show
off thelr Enowledge. It will not do to
offer the excuse that tha schools have
so much to teach that they can teach
nothing weil. As o matter of fact, the
entire contents of any omlinary series
of textbooks do not amount to a great
deal, and nobody thinks of trying to
teach them all

What s the remedyT It seems to
us that it can be formulated very sim-
ply. Stop teaching for culture, which
{nevitably degenerates into bald tricks
of memory, and teach for faculty, or
the power to do things. Examinations
fn manual dexterity do not frighten
pupils. They can do the work and
they know they can do !t. What a
contrast they present with the panic-
etricken child valnly rambling through
the barren desert of his mind In pur-
sult of fugltive facts,

The girl whose letter furnished us
with a text asks for the causes of the
troubles in Mexico, whether the treaty
of peace has been signed, and =o forth.
[n reply we wish to ask another ques-
tion: What ix the renson that this
pupil has not boen taught to read the
newspapers and thus keep herself in-
formed upon facts of current Interest?
She also inquires what per cent 10 Is
of %. What human being outside of
an sayhum for the insane ever really
wanted to know that 10 is 2000 per
cent of something or other? This
poor girl 18 a type, and a woeful one.

Fancy the howl of lndlgnm_lrnra that
will go up from the crowd walting on
every strest corner when one c&r arier
another, to the full capacity of the
street rallway company's rolling stock,
whizzes by becagse thére are no more
empty seats! Is It not elear that this
attempt to make a street-rallway cam-
pany do &n Impracticable thing will
prove & boomerang to the crowd of
workingmen and women of the sub-
urbs who are anxious to get home for
dinner and rest after their day's ia-
bor? 1t goes without saying that
every honest son and daughter of toil
is entitled to all that he or she can
get In the way of converiient, rapid
and comfortable transit to and from
work: to a seat If ons can be had—to
a gtrap, if there s no seat, to standing
room on the platform if that is ali
that Is avallable. They are justified in
demanding all that tha transit com-
pany can, In reason, be required to
give. When they go beyvond this it
will simply be up to them to get back
and forth between their suburban
homes and thelr work the best way
they e¢an. There is such a thing as
converting & slege into a blockade,

That weird, utcatalogued and un-
acecountable equine allment known es
the “walking disease' is so prevalent
tn Walla Wealla as to cause the great-
est anxlety among horsemen. A horse
afflicted with thia disease Is a piti-
able and gruoesome sight and danger-
ous withal, asa he plunges about re-
guriless of owner or caretakér ke the
mad creatura that he is. Since naither
cause nor cure for the disease ¢
known, the merciful farmer shoots his
horse when the flrst symploms appear,
both to arrest Infaction and end,the
sufferings of the animal. Tt Is not con-
calvnble that a disease at once so pro-
nounced and Infectious will much
longer cvade the rescarches of science
in the interest of cause and cure,

Two new transcontinental tralns go
into operation tomorrow to ald the
two domen that are carrying peapia
esch way between East and West,
Nothing can better show the growth
of the country, for the man Is yet far
from old who remembers when (wo
tralns a day carried all the people who
conld afford the trip—Nos, 8 and 4
for first-class and Pullmans, and Nos.
5 and § for emigrants, all on ths
Umon Pacific and Central Pacific,

Poss=ibly Mr. Rushlight may have
forgutein t Mr. Simon Wils S8mong
the active Yorces that helped save
Oregon for sound money in 18986, Or,
has he not forgotten? Hence, the ac-
tive hostility of forces that were
againet Simon and for free sllver then
are against Simon and for a free North
End now.

A great city—the greatest in all the
land—Iis appuiled at the prospect of
being left svithout something to laugh
at during the c¢oming Summer,
*Dreamland,” the great pleasure polint
of ‘gay Coney Island has QJeen de-
stroyed by fire.

The differonce between Capltalist
Ryan and Job is & simple matier of
arithmetic. Ryan had a boll on a leg
and Job had barely room for one
more,

\

The joks in the “no-seat, no-ride”
Jaw will be on the man in a hurry to
get to work.

An -employer with the welfare of
the city &t heart will grant at least o
half-holidar efection day.

Pk

_B.n-mnnrﬂl:
Cooper.”

“After  you.

o
%
1

[ come to his rescue, and untortunately

Scraps and Jingles

What I want to know l: whers do
women carry thelr powder rags and
money when they wenr harem skirts,
* ® &

One of the really satiafying slgns of
the times s the spread of tschnical
educntion. T note that an annrchigt's
aasociation has just been dlsoovered in
Chicago, a feature of which s the
course of instruction for members In
the use of chemicals for the manufaec-
ture of sxplosives.

- - -

“Woman novel render writes fo this
department as follows, “I am reading
‘Lena Les, or the Lure of a Handsome

Traveliing Salesman,” and In one line
occurs the asntence, “Lara bit her lips
till the bhlood came agaln.' Can you

tell me to what story this is & sequel,
as this is the first and only biting ref-
erence In this book™
« =

A tramp hauled Into the local police
station was, upon investigation, found
1o be wenaring a horzse blanket aboul
his shoulders, three costs, four palr
of trousers, two ahirts, flve vests and
six palras of hoss, It really seems sad
and sirange that this man should not
haye realized that he could market this

abllity In vaudeviije.
- = .
Wife sayx, “Why do you sit on the
piane stool Ichabod, you know wyou

P

can't play a note?
“Nelther can any
hera™

- - -

It s thought unlikely that all the
public officinly will be installed I the
new Clty Hall before next year, The
difficalty of getting public afficlials to

move is notorious,
- L] -

A mers man writes o complain that
the fearful and wonderful edifices of
hair now worn in theaters aro a3 Eroat
a nuisanca as that other evil huge
hats. It is diffioult to know how to
remedy the eovil I doubt, even Ir
women were permitted to leave thelr
curls and puffs and coropet bralds with
the matron during the performance,
even if it were perfectly free of charge,
whether many of them would avall
themselves of the privilege,

-

- .

And Tchabod savs,
one else while I'm

You cailed. But no reply I made
To your gently breathed command,
Your eyen gleamed at me unafraild,
You held toward me your hamdd.
“was not that I plaved false with you,
Or that I wished to stall
1 dida't hold & =single trump,
So I couldn’'t head your call
- - -

As 8 companion volume to that new
book. “The Complete Motorist,™ I sug-
gest that some one get busy and writs
about “The Complote Pedestrian.” And
do It at once or It will soon bhe diftn-

cult to locate an entire specimen.
- - -

Btatisties ahow that In France GO0n
wives are deserted annually, Which
only gocs to prove what we hava ai-
ways been told that Frenchmen are
the most considerate and thoughtful of

husbands.
- - .

Miss Calamity Slep-aml-‘l-‘ﬂrh—n.. the
cultured and charming etg, lady-poet
of Kalama, 1z writing s soulful eple
called ““The Castiron Pirate,” a seguel
to that other pretty fancy, "The Apple

Pie-rate.”
* @ '=e

Extract from an exchinga reads “Mr.
Rooasevelt showed his knowledge of
history while admiring a tabie said to
have balongsd to Catharine IT of Rus-
sin by pointing out the extreme im-
probabllity of tha story that tha .Peace
of Tilset was slgned upon [t as late
as 1907." Now that's what I eall a
swestly subtle Incldent. And it would
never have appeared In print if 1t had-

o't been comsnected with T, R
- - -

A note of unrest: Is sounded In this
testimonial clipped from & jewaller's
ad in a country paper, I am quite sat-
{=fiad with the wedding ring 1 pur-
chased of you and will in future deal
always with ;-uu. firm."

- - -

According to a recent scientific dis-
covary an egg doesn't turn really bad
until it Is nt least seven years pld. Wea
ars naturally, then, led to infer that
most of them !lke peopls are born
full of original sin.

- -

.

That figure of speech “launchad on
the sea of matrimonial bliss™ doesn’t
convey much to those who get seasick

easlly.
- - -

Man clasims to have invented a davice
By which *“Summar flowers may hs
grown in Winter or vice versa.” For
the vice versa past anyway no device
is needed In Oregon

« o @

It wans & mean man, whe, in responsa
tn the photographer's reguest to “look
pleasant, Jook as If you were about o
bhe married,” replisd grouchily, "I am.”

Half a Century Ago

Frem The COrsgonian, Msy 27, 1581
Thoere were several severs hail
squalls in this section of the country
yvesterdny. We have not heard that
fruit has been injured or graln cut
down by them.

A reconnoissance was made last
woek of the proposed route of a canal
round the falls at Oregon City, and a
enloulation of its cost of construoctionm,
It wan estimated that & canal might be
construeted with suitable locks for
$175,0640,

An enthusinstie union meating was
held ng Dulles on the night of Satur-
day, tHe 25th Inst

The bogus confederacy has doclared
war against the United States.

Where Elevator “ Boyn ™ Are Girls.
St. Louls Times.

Milwaukee boasts ¢f something new
—xirl elevator operators, duly llconsad
by the municipal inspector and certi-
fisd to be competent not only fto run
Hifts, but to make ordinary repilrs on
them. There are two of them, and they
have molved a problem for the Young
Women's Christian Association manag-
ers, who stacked Up against a com-
bination of a building with elevators
and a rule against men employes. As
“the head of man” was not allowed to
“gat foot” im the Young Women's
Christian Associntion, the officlals had
the two young women take a course in
slevator running and g and
now sverything is lovely.

School Girl's Queries.

TURNER, Or., May 24—(To the Edi-
tor.}—I am going to take the eighth
grade examination In June. I would ks
for you to answer the following ques-
tjons: What are the chief causes of the
| war in Mexico? Descride the war. Haa
the treaty of peare Yot been signed?
What par cent of 3§ Is 107 1

i




