
recent minor ttiinffi in Uncls
SOME foreign diplomatic service, ana

rumors of more Important ones to
come. serve to recall the days, happllr
now oast, when the ocean steamship
companies profited largely from convey
inr Amrrlrin dlDlomata and their en
tourages to and from foreign capitals
with a frequenry that has gone inrae-wh- at

out of fashion i!nr civil service,
reform became operative. Until recent
jears no American diplomat named for
a foreign mUtlon during the latter part
of a Presidential Administration could
g. t up much enthusiasm over the

He realised that hla chancel
to ho!J over wrre exceedingly vague, and
the possibility of a speedy return to prl-r:- a

lift mad-- the effort and the expense
tianl!y worth ahlle.

There Is ct least one notable exception
to this rule of frequent changes in the
rase of George P. Marsh, the distin-
guished philologist who waa selected for
the Italian mission by Abraham Lincoln
when he first came Into the Presidency,
a few days after his Inauguration. Mr.
Marsh nt to Italy In 1W and remained
tiiere as Am.-rlca- representative until
IV- - the year of his death. Thus he ed

the offlc- - durlrg five Admlnistra-t,- r

those of Lincoln. Johnson. Grant.
Hayes and GarAclJ-a- nd would have
--ome down as an Inheritance to Grover

had not his th. at Vallom-bros- a.

Italy, compelled Presl.l. nt Arthur
to appoint a successor. William Waldorf
Astor.

That continuous service of more than
years la In striking contrast with the

brlf ter.ure of office enjoyed by many
Siplomatfi durlr.c ti e earlier Admlnlstra-tratlon- s.

Washington had a compara-

tively easy task In hla selection of
foreign representatives, since at that
tar.y period the new republic had -J

with onlydiplomatic
nations Great Britain.three European

Fpaln and France. Thomas Pinckney
and P.ufua Kins; were Washington's ap-

pointees to the mother country and
Morris. Jamea Monroe and

Charles C. Plnckney In turn had chars
of the French mission after Tboinas
Jefferson returned to America. Wil-

liam Short, of Virginia, a personal
friend of Washington, wa first Ameri-

can minister to Spain, but hs
soon wearied of the position and
Thomas Pinckney. who had been trying
Ms hand at diplomacy In London, re-

lieved Ma Ths dons were not appre-

ciative of the South Carolina diplomat
and David Humphreys, a Connecticut
Tanke. took hla place.

John Adams was ao lmprrsae.1 with
the diplomatic fitness of Rufus Kins;

hat hs left him n undisturbed pos-

session of the British mission during
sis entire Administration. The ' French
mission was not disposed of so easily;
no less than alx eminent Americans had
a finger In that pie durlns; Mr. Adsms"
term. Thomas Jefferson sent James
Monro to London, snd. three years
later, appointed William Plnkney. of
Maryland, to act Jointly with him.
Charles C. Pinckney had been diplo-

matic representative In Franca both for
Washington and for Adama. and Jef-
ferson sent him to Spain, at which
rourt Americana wers not then popular.
Pinckney failed to check the unfriendly

against his Government and
soon retired, leaving the business In
rharsre of hla secretary. G. W. Erring,
a Massachuaatts man. who remained
--on tha Job" until official relations be-

tween tho two nations were broken off
In WOJ. Six years afterward, when In-

tercourse was resume!. Ervlna; waa
sent by President Madison to Madrid

s minister resident.
First Minister to Iloftsla.

It was durlns; Madison's Administra-
tion that the mission to Kussta was es-

tablished, and John Qulnry Adama was
the tlrat minister resident. General
Jat kson seems to have had considerable
trouble In keeping; thts mission In
working; order, making; three appoint-
ments! one of hla appointees being
Jamea Buchanan and then having the
post vacant most of the time. In charge
jf the able first secretary. John B.
Clay, of Pennsylvania. Jackson also
made three appointments to the French
court, but It was not nntll Lewis Cass
assumed the management that matters
moved smoothly for several months In
succession.

The Austrian mission was established
durlnc Van Burens Administration, and
from that day to this no appointee haa
held It beyond the official life of the
President who named htm. wtt!t tha ex-

ception of Hobert 3. McCormlck. who
was minister when Mr. Boosevelt suc-
ceeded McKlnley and waa retained a
few months until Bellamy Storer be-
came first Ambassador, and the present
Incumbent. Charles S. Francis, who Is
a Koosevelt selection.

Nor are Instances of those who bare
represented Uncle Sam at the seats of
government of the seven European
great powers for a period beyond that
of the official careers of the Presi-
dents who sent them of frequent oc-
currence. Among tha S men who have
been at tha bead of the Russian mis-
sion sine It was established. In UoS.
only three held over Henry Middle- -
ton, chosen by James Monroe and re-
tained by John Quincy Adams; John W.
Poster, who served both Hayes and Mc-
Klnley. and Charlemagne Tower, ap-
pointed by McKlnley and Inherited by
Boosevelt. In the latter rase a change
was made as quickly as It could bs ef-
fected with propriety.

At the court of St. James. Rufus King
served both Washington and Adama,;orge M. Pallas, appointed by Frank-
lin Pierce, waa good enough for n;

Johnson fell betr to Charles
Francis Adama ami retained blm until
he could substitute Reverdy Johnson:
Jamea Russell Lowell, appointed by
Harries, served Garflleld and Arthur,
and Joseph If. Choate. made Ambassa-
dor by M- - Klnley. held office until tha
appointment of Whttelaw Reld. who
has been retained by the preaent Ad-
ministration.

In tha French mission five men have
served two Presidential masters Lewis
Cass. Jackson's last appointee, being re-

tained by Van Buren: William C. Rives.
sppoln'el by Taylor, holding over through
Fillmore's short official career: P.
Morton. Garfleld'a choirs, continuing un-

der Arthur: Horara Porter. McKinley'a
man. holding office for a short period
under Roosevelt, snd Henry White, ap-

pointed bjr Kooseveit, luikLag over lor
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cowrr . o-e-- JfJa brief wr!.nl under Taft. being suc-
ceeded by Robert Bacon.

The United States mission to the Ger-
man empire dales from the Administra-
tion of General Grant, and of the 13 men
who have been at the head of It by regu-
lar appointment only two have served
under two Presidents Andrew D. White,
who took office, under McKlnley and kept
hla position until the appointment of
Charlemagne Tower as his successor, and
Iavld J. If III. present Ambassador, sent
to Berlin br Roosevelt and kept there
by Taft. With the exception of George
P. Marsh, whose long service in the
Itellan mission was unique In the his-
tory of diplomacy, no American repre-
sentative to the Roman court haa held
office for more than one Presidential
term. George Von L. Meyer, appointed
by McKlnley. and now Secretary of the
Navy, held over Into the Roosevelt Ad-

ministration until Henry White was sent
to succeed him. In Spain. Luclos Fair-chil- d,

appointed by Hayes, was satisfac-
tory to Garfield, Hr.d Bellamy Btorr. sent
to Madrid by McKlnley. remained there
until he was transferred to Vienna by
Roosevelt.

Half a Hundred Living; Koprcenta-tlvc- s.

As a sequel to all this diplomatic shift-
ing, which seems to be on the decline,
there are now living more than 60 men
who have been at ths head of Uncle
Sam's diplomatic business In European
capitala. At least 3& of them have been
or are now Ministers or Ambassadors to
the aeven great powers Greut Britain.
France. Germany. Russia. Austria-Hungar- y.

Italy and Spain. Only two of the
presidents who sent their namea to the
United States Senate for confirmation are
still In the flesh, although the date of
the appointment of the oldest among
them. John BIgelow. waa 1M4. and the
man who selected mm lor me rrencn
mission was Abraham Lincoln. Two
years later Daniel E. Sickles, who had
been secretary of the American legation
In Great Britain In lSoJ-6-5. wns appointed
Minister to Holland and declined. Three
years, from that time he declined tne
mission to Mexico, but a few weeks later
accepted the offlce of minister resident
at Madrid. These two veteran diplomats,
who live almost wtthln a stone's throw
of each other in New Tork City, are the
oldest living repositories of many of tbe
diplomatic arrets of that eventful period
marked by the Civil War.

Next In point of official seniority coine
two men who held foreign diplomatic
appointment under Rutherford B. Hayes.
These are John W. Foster, who waa sent
as Minister to Russia in 130 and waa re-
tained by Garfield and succeeded by Ar-
thur's nominee, William II. Hunt, of
Louisiana, and Andrew D. White, sent
to Berlin in 1ST.

There la only one of Garfield's sppoln-tee- s
to the European servlca now living- -

Levi P. Morton, who was sent to Ki
In 1SS1. and served until the close of
Arthur's Administration. Two of the tat-
ter's appointees are still with us Wil-
liam Waldorf Astor. accredited to the
Qulrlnal. and John W. Foster, sent 'to
Madrid to (111 Hannibal Hamlla'a place.
Four of Cleveland's representatlvea to
tha great powers are living Clifton R.
Breckinridge, appointed to the Russian
mission In Cleveland's second term:
Bartlett Tripp, of South Dakota. Minis-
ter to Austria, fur the second term; Perry

THIS SUNDAY OREGONIAN, PORTLAND, JANUARY 8, 1911 sjsbssssss.

Famous Surviving Coterie of Men Who Have Re
the United States

s I- -

fVttb:

'e

'
.U

--7 .

Belmont. Minister to Spain during tho Cisco ard China. Mr. BIgelow was con-llr- st

term, and Hannls Taylor. Minister fident that these vessels were actually
to the samo court during the second Intended for Confederate cruisers. When
trrr, v ia thun nine of Bentamin armed and equipped these cruisers would
Harrison's appointees to tho major Eu- -
ropesn missions survive Andrew P.
Whllte. Minister to Russia: Robert T.

Lincoln. Minister to thu court of St.
James: Frederick D. Grant. American
representative at Vienna: Whltela
Reld and T. Jefferson Coolldge. Minis-
ters to France: William Potter. Minister
to Italy, and Thomas W. Palmer. H Burd
Grubh snd A. ' London Snowden, Minis-
ters to fpaln.

The first American represents tlve to
foreign governments with the rank of
Ambassador were appointed by Grover
Cleveland Thomas F. Bayard to Great
Britain, James B. Eustls to France.
Thomas Rur.yon to Germany and Wayne
MacVeagh to Italy, after J. J. VanAlen
had declined the honor. With the ex-
ception of Mr. MacVeagh, none of these
first American Ambassadors is living.
"President McKlnley named the first Am-

bassador to Russia, the late Ethan Allen
Hitchcock, of Missouri. Mr. Roosevelt
made Bellamy Storer the first Austrian
Ambassador.
John BIgcIow'a Conspicuous Service.

When It comes to the question s to
which ono among these surviving Ameri-
can Ministers has done the most con-

spicuous service for his country, the part
played by John BIgelow In preventing a
rupture between France and the United
States during the Civil War must not be
overlooked. One of President Lincoln's
first official acts waa the selection of
Mr. BIgelow to tnke charge of the Paris
consulate, from which he was afterward
transferred to tho post of Minister. In
the light of subsequent events. Mr. Lin-
coln's choice showed his grasp of the
situation and his amaslng pcsplcacity. -

On arriving at hla post the new repre-
sentative discovered at once that the pux-s- le

of hla life confronted him. He found
Napoleon III In amicable communication
with tho secret service men of the Con-
federacy, while among Frenchmen uni-
versally an Illogical estimate of the situa-
tion In America prevailed. BIgelow
realised that a campaign of education
was absolutely necessary to correct the
popular misapprehension of the matter
and that It would require tne snrewoesi
exercise of diplomatic tact to steer clear
of shipwreck. It ocurred to him that the
only way to make the French nation wise
to the actual conditions which obtained
n America was to print and circulate a

statement of the case. With that end In
view, he wrote and published his "Lea
Etats Unls d'Amerlque en 1W3." a work
that went far toward retarding the seal
of French officialdom for the dismember-
ment of the Union. Another good serv-
ice rendered by that book secondary and
Indirect, but unmistakably efficient was
In shaping the events which led to the
overthrow of the Napoleonic dynasty and
the- - establishment of stable republican
government In France.

That book worked wonders toward
transforming French animosity Into
something far less troublesome to the
Washington Government, hut that was
not all that John BIgelow did to further
the Union cause abroad. Shortly after
he became Minister, he discovered that
four Iron steamers were being built in
a French shipyard under tha pretense
that they were designed for a new line
of packet ships to ply between San Fran- -
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be more formidable than nny warship
in the Northern Navy, and should they
appear on the Amorlcan coast. New Tork
and the other great eeacoast cities would
be in danger.

First Mr. BIgelow tried to avert the
impending danger by ordinary diplo-
matic measures. With court Influence
secretly favoring the Confederacy, he
could accomplish nothing in that way, and
again he resumed his campaign of educa-
tion. After repeated failure, he succeed-
ed In securing the publication of an arti-
cle denouncing the building of the sus-
pected steamers. It was a strong appeal
to international Justice and it, was so out-
spoken in its demands for consideration
that the French government became
alarmed, backed down from Its original
IntenUon and sold three of the vessels to
forelsn powers, only ther fourth falling
into tho hands of the Confederates, but.
owing to numerous delays brought about
by Mr. Rlgelnw's shrewdness, this vessel,
the Stonewall, did not reach America
until after peace had been concluded.

AJiother service
rendered to his Government by Mr. BIge-
low before he retired from the post of
American representative to France was
his skillful conduct of the negotiations
which resulted .in the expulsion of the
French Imperial army from, the American
Continent at the time of Maximilian's ed

attempt to start a Monarchy In
Mexico. And, flnaiiy. perhaps his great-
est achleiement in France was that he
was neveT anything less than persona nun
grata at the imperial court, despite the
French Emperor's more or less unfriend-
ly feeling for this country and the well-know- n

zeal of tho Minister in thwarting
the hostile designs of the French govern-
ment. As ha recalls his ticklish position
during those history-makin- g years, Mr.
BIgelow. now In his Mth year and In full
possession of his mental faculties, won-
ders how lie did It.

General Sickles' Important Service.
Now In his 86th year and still tho

well - remembered hero of many a
dramatic episode. General ' Daniel E.
Sickles Is of the opinion that the most
valuable diplomatic service he ever per-

formed for his Government was done at
Madrid when he was American Minister
to the short-live- d Spanish - republic,
from 1869 to 1874. There are docu-
ments in the State Department at
Washington which will sustain him in
his belief. According to those long-neglect- ed

state papers, it was due to
pressure brought upon the courteous
but wavering President Castelar by the
American Minister that the abolition of
slavery In Porto Rico was effected and
the law providing for gradual emanci-
pation In Cuba was put Into operation.
And whenever the General speaks of
thla he almost always supplements It
by saying that If he could have secured
the of tho Washington
Government at the time, Cuba might
have been ours at half the expense we
have been to in giving the Island

Some of his friends do not agree with
General Sickles In his estimate of his
greatest diplomatic achievement. John
BIgelow is one of those who maintain
that the General's successful negotla--1
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tlon of his special secret mission to the
Isthmus of Panama, in February, 1865,
was more distinctly a service, from a
diplomatic viewpoint, than anything
accomplished by Sickles during his
sojourn In Spain. It was a mission de
manding the most delicate treatment
and Secretary Seward intrusted it to
the man who. as secretary of the
American legation In London, had
nhnwn such diplomatic fitness.

For many years the nature of
Sickles' errand to the isthmus was un-

known outside of State Department
circles, but Secretary Seward's man
date of silence has Ions: been inopera
tive. Briefly stated, the account of
KlrVles' mission to the Isthmus runs
thus: When the United States guaran
teed the sovereignty of New Granada it
was agreed that Uncle Ham snouia
have the right to cross the isthmus in
anv wav he chose on foot, by railway,
canal or otherwise. From the start
Uncle Sam had been disturbed in that
riirht of transit. Originally these in
terferences were not malicious and
were regretted by the country which
became Colombia, but during the Civil
War. taklns- - advantage of our absorb
lng troubles at home, Colombia forbade
nassaare to our troops. bicKies was in
structed to go to Bogota with all pos
sible sDeed to inquire Into the matter.

The diplomat found that the objec-
tion was not local. The Panamese were
perfectly willing to observe the treaty
rights, but the central government had
seized the opportunity to be disagree-
able, rashly concluding that Undo Sam
had his hands too full at home to resent
lmDertlnences from without. Secretary
Seward's agent found it extremely dif
ficult to do business with the Colom
bian government. "It was always to
morrow and some other official," he
relates. After three months of this do
nothing policy, he resolved to play his
trump card. He made his appearance
one morning at the Colombian Foreign
Office and informed the amazed orti
cial In charge that he had been direct
ed hv the Washington authorities to
notify the Colombian government that
unless the desired privilege of transit
across the isthmus were granted and a
pew written guarantee furnished, tne
United States would take Immediate
possession of the isthmus. It was a
heroic bluff, but it worked like a
charm. When Sickles left Bogota he
had everything he wanted In his dis-
patch bag.
Andrew White's Strongest Effort.

Terhaps the most profitable diplo-

matic service ever performed by the
veteran Andrew D. White was his suc-

cessful combatting of the
sentiment so universal In Germany

at the breaking out of the Spanish-Americ- an

war. At that time Germany
affected a profound disdain for Ameri-
can methods of carrying on war, and
when hostilities began Spanish suc
cess was looked upon as a matter i
course. It did not seem possible to
the mllltary-overrlde- n German public
than a nation so poorly equipped, both
from a military and naval viewpoint,
could put enough "men on a war foot-
ing to overcome the large standing
army and ratner scspectaoie navy oi
the dons.

Tha situation was one that required

presented
Powers

n its. in
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from tho American Ambasador the ut-
most patience and dignity.

Already irritated by the commercial
disadvantage to Germany worked In
Tnnnv Instances bv the American tariff,
the press and public of the empire
seized upon the Spanish war as the op-

portunity to ventilate their spleen. Mr.
White had been scarcely a year at his
nnst hefore he realized that he was
confronted by a nation Intensely hos
tile and making no pretense of wishing
well for America.

It was not a comfortable office; to
stand he.tween two great nations appar
ently distrusting and even disliking each
other. But Mr. White was prepared for
the work by his knowledge of German
and the Germans and his experience as
a legislator at home and diplomat
abroad. He had been Minister to the
German court in succession to Bayard
Taylor, under Hayes In 1879, and was
now a Ambassador. Before
the close of the short conflict that
ended In Spain's submission, he had
worked a complete change of sentiment
in the German public. That was diplom- -
nev nf the highest tvoe.

The most valuable diplomatic service
to tho credit of John W. Foster waa not
performed during his ministerial career,
but it was the ability which he exhibited
during his three foreign appointments
he was Minister to Mexico in isJ, aim
lster to Russia In 1880 and Minister to
Spain In 1883 that led President Harri-
son - and Secretary of State James G.
Blaine to choose him as a special agent
to negotiate reciprocity treaties in 1891.

In that capacity he was so successful in
settling the dispute with Chill that on
the 'death of Mr. Blaine he succeeded to
tho Secretaryship of State. Mr. b oster s
diplomatic facility was so well under-
stood that in the Bering Sea controver-
sy one of the Most intricate interna-
tional puzzles of modern times he was
chosen to conduct the case of tho United
States before the arbitration tribunal.
That his reputation as a diplomat is in-

ternational was proved by his selection
by the Chinese plenipotentiaries to con-

duct their peace negotiations with Ja-
pan. That, in Mr. Foster's opinion, was
tho crowning diplomatic triumph of his
long career.
William Waldorf Astor's Little Joke.

Asked by a friend to specify the most
satisfactory service which he was able
to render Uncle Sam during his career
as American representative to the Quiri-na- l.

William Waldorf Astor, who in 1899

became a British subject, replied that
about the only thing he could remember
that was of actual benefit to the United
States Government was his strenuous ef-

fort to make tho international copyright
law a subject of interest to the Italian
state department. "But then, you know.
I was personally concerned, he added
with a smile. I had Just brought out
my Valentino, my nrst Italian nuvei,
and I didn't want to be another victim
to the literary piracy so prevalent in
those days. I wanted all that was com
ing to me. you know.'" Coming from tho
Inheritor of an estate of $200,000,000 this
was pleasantry oi a nign oraer.

John V. Riddle, appointed by Mr.
Roosevelt as Ambassador to Russia and
succeeded by William w. Rockhill, Mr.
Taft's choice for the mission, had the
somewhat rare distinction In American
diplomacy of being bred to tha profession
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and of having practiced no other. After
obtaining his d( gree in arts at Harvard,
Mr. Riddle entered L'Ecole. des Sciences
Prtlltlques In Paris and at the conclu-
sion of his diplomatic studies in that
city received a certificate of proficiency
in the Russian language from the Col-

lege de France. Then he was Secretary
of the United States Legation to Turkey
for seven years. He has also been diplo-
matic gent to Egypt, envoy and Minis-
ter to Roumnnia and Servla. and In 1906

became Ambassador to Russia.
One of the most picturesque American

representatives ever sent to a European
court was Clifton R. Breckinridge, se-

lected for the Russian mission to suc-
ceed Andrew D. White by President
Cleveland. At the time of his appoint-
ment much was said and printed con-

cerning his apparent unfitness for the
position. An opposition newspaper went
so far as to predict that he would be
"as much out of place at tho court of
St. Petersburg as one of his old Arkan-
sas cotton carts Mr. Breckinridge is a
cotton grower would be in the brilliant
pageant of the Neviski Prospect."

The interesting feature of the business
is that, although Minister Breckinridge
was somewhat overshadowed by his dis-

tinguished predecessor, the scholarly and
polished Dr. White, he proved to be a
very good man for the place, nnd served
his term to the satisfaction of the Pres-
ident who named him and to that of the
court to which he was sent.

(Copyright, 1911. by E. J. Edwards).

GERMANS TO GET BENEFIT

Bismarck's "Godanken und Erln-lierunge-

to Be Published.

BERLIN. Jan. 7. (Special.) The
third volume of Bismarck's "Godanken
und Erinnerungen" is again the sub-
ject tf public discussion.

In reply to a statement made by a
Liberal member of the Reichstag to the
effect that the German people have
been defrauded of this volume. Messrs.
Cotta, to whom the manuscript has
been entrusted, have declared that the
work will, as prescribed by Its author,
be published at the appointed time.

The "Hamburger Nachrlchten," the
old Bismarckian organ, says that this
latter fact is so well known, that It Is
incomprehensible, that the point has
again been raised. It considers, how-
ever, that it is well that the German
people have been reminded that they
have still to receive a present from
the rich herltago, which the creator of
the Emperor and the Empire has left
behind for them. This gift, says the
"Nachrichten," will undoubtedly be
anong the most valuable bestowed on
them by the great man during his life
or after his death.

Joses, Brother of Jrsus.
New York Independent.

"Is not this the Carpenter's Son?" Matt.
Joses. the brother of Jesus, plodded from

day to day.
With never a vision within him to glorify

his clay:
Joses, the brother of JesuB, was one with

the heavy clod.
But Christ was the soul of rapture, and

oared, like a lark, with God;
Joses. the brother of Jesus, was only a

worker In wood.
And he never could see the glory that Jesus,

his brother, could.
"Why stays he not In the workshop?" he

often used to complain;
"Sawing the Lebanon cedar. Imparting to

woods their stain?
Why must he go thus roaming, forsaking

my father's trade.
While hammers are busily sounding and

there is a sain to b made?"
Thus raa the mind of Joses, apt with plum

met and rule.
And deeming whoever surpassed him either

a knave or a fool.
For he never walked with the prophets In

God's great garden of bliss;
And of all the mistakes of the ages, the

saddest, metbinks, was this;.
To bave such a brother as Jesus, to speak

with him day by day.
But never to catch the vision which glori

fied his clay.


