THE SUNDAY OREGONTAN, PORTLAND,

JANTARY 1, 191T. ~

NEW EL DORADO OPENING TO WORLD

IN RICH MINES OF WESTERN CHINA

Resources Enough, Experts Say, in Junnan and Kweichow, to Make China as Rich as America—Ripe Opportunity
for American Mining Experts to Co-operate With Chinese in Mineral Development.
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These men have alveady seen enough to
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walting to be plcked up YWy anybody who
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fielal examination been made
mystematically, yeot deny that
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13 provinces. From the time I became
a part of the empire most of the copper
tsed for currency has come from Yn-
nan. Bliver ls found everywhere; coal
can ba scraped from the hill surface am
needed: goid is mined primitively dbut
profitably in several dlstricts, and Iron,
Jead, zince and tin are also found In
abundance. Such na they ars, even to-
day, 1t s safe to say no large district
fn Tonnan or EKwelchow d&oes not pos-
geas mines

it s no idle dream, therefore, that
Just as Industrial enterprises huve com-
plataly reformed other parts of China,
so mining will presently reveiutionize
Yunnan.

It won't he done yet awhile, for the
Chinaman s In no hurry. He i» wak-
ing up gradually;: but ke has no notion
of ruahing into thim or t t enlerprise,
And, besldes that, hoe has not yet goti-
ten over aither the ald superstitions or
the old laws and customs concerning
mining. The superstitions are passing
faster than the old laws.

Laws Are Hampering.

Up to now there has bean a great
fear of sinking sven a slight shaft Into
the sarth, becauss It has been held that
the dragon guarding the earth would
be angry and the terrestrial influences
would be disturbed. But the laws are
hampering., the machinery is obsclete
and defective and the mining officials
nre mostly lgnorant to an amazing de-
Eree. At ome of the most prosperous
mines in West China, Tun by the gov-
armment. A Chinese mandarin from the
other end of the Emplire !a in charge.
He knows as little about mining as
the meanest coolle on the job. A huge
engine of German make i» used in con-
nection with the furnace. It is fod with
chareoal, the most expensive -fuel (n
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on the hillside, is an outcrop of excel-
lent conl

Two hundred men are employed, and
it Is stated tl the running expensy

conaiderably every day than
the value of the o r extracted, With
the co-operation of 4 bright foreign ex-
pert or two, il would soon bhe an
astonishing development of mining In
that district.

Copper Is Chief Mincral.
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Copper 1s the most lmportant neral,

not only because there are more coppor
than anvthing else, but be-

he tremendous demand for the

etal in minting the ts-jen, or “cash™
e only originally used by the
Chinase. takes ahour 3500 cash
1o maks up an American dollar, 1t will

be mean & whole lot of the metal has
to he ured before much business can
be done Strung together, & dollar's

worth of these colns welghs about 14
pounds, so it 18 no light Job for a trader
to he on the move with a prosperous
business in hand.

Copper Is run as a gevernment mo-
nopoly. For miles over the mountains
the raw ore Is earried on pony back, te
be amelted in the most ridlie usly out-
of-date fashion. There I8 not only wasts
of copper, but whatever allyer, gold or
other mineral may be in the ore s en-
tirely discardedl. What pure copper re-
mains is transported to Pekin by road
and river. It requires no demonstration
to show that In all these Ilaborious
methods there is loss Ipn tlme, minerals
and cost of preparation and econveyance,

Menaced

Oregon Farmers

T

Agriculturist Bees Socialism in Single Tax—Dry Belt Not Adapted to
Small Farms, Such as Advocated by Tax Theorists.

PORTLAND, Dec. 285.—(To the Edl-
tor.}—In regard to JMr Wagnon's
article on single tax, published In The
Oregonlan:

He says that Rev. L. Abbott, George
Peabody, banker: Ingersoll, watch-
maker; B, Hall, Dan Koefer, Tom John-
ston, La Follette and Joe Fels are all
singletaxers. And he admits they are
relling in wealth. Who are thess men

he refers to?! 1 notice that none on
his liat I» & farmer. Then ars their

opinions good guldance for the farm-
ersT Are they little tin gods and ac-
cepted authority on things agricultural?

Upon the farmer rests a great re-
sponsibility. Iin his care and hands
are sntrusted the soil; and as be is the
independeant voter and upon the inde-
pendent voler redts the safely of our
Government, stil] more falls upon his
shoulders, 1 must admit the farmer
was caught usnthinking in Oregon of
late, in permilting legisiation that i»
not only unjust, but Iinsane, it 1is
time he was arousing himself to action
and putting a stop to the encroach-
ments of hookworms Into our comstl-
tution befors thay reach Its heart,
which, If permitted to get that far, In
the end means socialism.

Let not the merchant, banker, aky-
scraper-owner or any other Industrious
man who Is striving to hew out his
fortune, be misled. Tha first step has
been taken. The second ia single tax-
ation, which drives the real farmar
from his occupation. Why? Bacaumse
no man knows better than the Cfarmer
on our dry farms that he cannot eke
out a Uving for himself on 60 acres
much leas for a famlly of five. Congreas
has recogulzed this fact and instead of
140-acre homesteads has granted 300
ncres, which is nons too much. 1 speak
from long experience and tralning on
the farm and of late years have been
& atudent of sclentific dry farming. 1

have attended the last two Interna-
tional Dry Farming Congresses at
Billings and Epokane as delegate, and
thera had the opportunity of hearing
addressea by our most sclentific men
and expertenced farmers. It was the
consensus of oplnilon of these learned

men that the day has come when the
man who has made a fallure !n busi-
neas in the clty has no longer any

chanre to succead on the farm, but on
the other hand the farmer who faila
on the farm still has o chance to muke
good in business,

The succesaful merchant knows his
particular line of business and knows
it In every detall, but outside of lis
tralned profession he Is lacking. The
satne 1s true of the banker, the lawyer,
the doctor; their ‘cccupations are neces-
sarily concentrated, thereby narrowing.
No longer does the farmer assnd his
brightest son to college to lenrn law
or medicineg or engage in business and
retain the duller lad on the farm. In-
stead he retains his brightest mind on
the farm and sends the duller one into
the different professlons, Conditions
have changed. He recognizes that the
futurs farmer to be suocessful willi re-
quire more brains {n order that lae
can quickly handle the intricate prob-
lems that dally eonfront him, covering
o vast diversity of subjects, any one of
which ls enough for an ordinary man
to master. He has more to understand
of pature and her laws, which would
f1l1 more volumes than the judicliary,
and the knowledge of which would
enable a man to succeed In any voca-
tion of life. Suffice It to say that the
valuablé information galned at the
great congresses, whers thousands of
our best farmers gathered from not
alone all over the United States. but
Canada and Europe, enabled me 1o
grow from one and oneo-half to two
bushels of grain t0 overy one my

neighbors grew adjolning. The greater | |

proportion of our farmers in the dry
belts did not mueh more than break
even this seuson in the farms the size
thay now are, and had I not been han-
dliing 640 mcres I would have been hurt

This talk of 30-a2cre farme pespeaks
ignorance, 1t will enly apply in states
like Ohlo, Illinols and & few other spols,
but not In Oregon's dry f Ing balt
and especially Central O 1. where 50
much of the Iand is wast
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in the dry belts you ust conserve the
molisture of two successlve years by
Summer tillage In order to store up
enough molisture to produce a slagle
crop, which means that one-hal? the
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