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T CAr.OI.INK WAMOX-7HOMAM-

black - frowned missionaries
TWO ashore at Fort Vancouver.

T031 of ,n rJu- -

cua urny of oer M0 miles. Novem-

ber 14. IK. All th people from tha
fort aivi from the adjolnlnit lllasca
were out on tb rtver bank to Rreet

these dauntleaa priest., the vlrar-a-enera- l.

Father Francl Nortert Blanchet. and
Ma ab'e aswlatar.t. Father M'xiMt Pe-mer- a.

for news of their coming had
reached Vancouver, the central post of
the Hurtwn'i Bar Company In the Co-

lumbia River Baaln. and the place which
waa destined to become the cradle of
Cathollclam In the Old Oregon Territory,
since It waa here thnt the flrat church,
the first convent achool and the flrat
hoepltal In the Pacific Northwest were
established.

In honor of the Catholic mlasloarles.
the Britlnh Ta waa unfurled. James
Douglas, the commander at Fort Van-

couver In the aieece of Dr. John
who waa away on a trip to

Canada and Knxland. conducted them to
the apartmenta eapeclally prepared for
them, and by appointing a eenant to
wait upon thesn and In many other ways

he manifested his hospitality. Very fan-

tastic waa th asaemtly at the. first mass
ever aald In Lwer Oregon whlt lv, waa
celebrated In the little post ' schoolhous
the next morntnic November IS.
were there clad In sklna or stranely as-

sorted narmenta. and very lntnt on
every detail of the service, whoso myst'.c
character Impressed them deeply: a great
Dumber of the squaw wives of the trap-
pers rame with their curiously arrayed
half-bree- d children: the officers and

were present In uniform, and a
large r.umber were In attendance from
the village. .

Many Catholics at thia mass had not
attended a service for IS or 10 years and
had forgotten the responses. A solemn
high mass of thanksgiving was sung by
Father Blanchet. who gave Instructions
suitable for the occasion. In the evening
vesper were chanted. At both services
many Catholics were moved to tears, for
they realized that at last a

dream had become a reality, and
that they had In their midst priests to
Instruct them and their wlvea and chil-

dren, to admlnster the aacraraenta to
them, and to give them the consolation
of the Holy Catholic Church.

Dr. McLoughlln previously had Invited
Angelicans. Methodists and Presbyte-
rians to administer to the spiritual needs
of the settlers, and fr several. eara had
kept an Aneellcsn chaplain t the pout.

'Haiti Hi.

SI

unites'.or
But these missionaries did not satisfy
the Catholics, who asked for their own
orients. Fair In every respect. Dr. Mc- -

I Loughtln requested, as early as 1834. that
priests be sent to aneouver. nui n
was not utnil May of 1M that arrange-
ments were made with the Hudson"a Bay
Company whereby two Catholic mission-
aries were given passage In the annual
Journey of the company from Montreal
to Oregon.

Mke Father Marquette and Father
La Salle., who devoted their Uvea to fur-
thering civilisation on the Mississippi.
Father Blanchet and Father Demers
now volunteered to give their Uvea to
the people of, the great territory
drained by the Columbia River. At the
time of their departure from Montreal
Father Blanchet was 43 years old. and
Father Demers waa 29. Down streams
In canoea. over rough mountain trails
on Indian cayuses. enduring fatigue,
peril, and even hunger these Inde-
fatigable priests pushed on toward the
labor awaiting them In the did Ore-
gon Territory. All along the route they
carried on their missionary work, bap-

tising ITS persons, a great number be-

ing Indians who were eagerly looking
forward to the coming of the "Black-robes- ."

of whom the Canadian aettlera
had told them. The first holy sacrifice
of the mass In Oregon was offered by
Father Imers'et Big Bend on the Co-

lumbia r.lver. October 14. 1S8. These
mlsrlonaries were kindly received and
held services at Forts Colvllle. Okano-
gan and Walla Walla.

For four month and -- 0 days from
the time of their arrival at Fort Van
couver they carried on missionary work j

wlt'.i practically r.o Interruption. Father
Demers picked up the Indian Jargon
with wonderful rapidity, and was thus
enabled to conduct a school for the In-

diana about the fort, holding two ses-

sions dally. He composed some hymns
In the Chinook dialect which greatly
delighted the redskins, and In the sing-
ing of which the white women and chil-
dren assisted In the church. The Vlcar-Cencr- al

taught the Canadians at the
same time that Father Demers was
busy with the Indians. Instruction to
the boys of the post waa given In
French. Music waa made a leading
part of the work here, a large mixed
chorus of 140 voices. Including Indians,
assisting the priests. From TO to 100
Indians were always present at the
church services.

Marvelous success attended the labor
of the two missionaries, who. In addi
tion to Vancouver, succeeded In estab- -
llshlng strong missionary centers at
rowllte. Ne.q.inllv. Oregon City and i
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other points. While they devoted much
time to these missions they returned
frequently to Vancouver, the acene of
their first actual missionary efforts.

The most noted of ail their conver-
sions occurred at Vancouver, the con-
vert being no other than Dr. John Mc-

Loughlln. fondly called "Old White
Head." and known among, the Indians
as "White Eagle." He It was who for
many years had kept alive the moral In-

stincts of the settlers as well as having
provided for their temporal needs. It
was at midnight mass on Christmas
eve. 1S42. that Dr. McLoughlin received

' t,TBt o1 communioo. Tne nine
chapel at Fort Vancouver, the scene of
tins communion, was Deauuiuny ueco- -

rated . and brilliantly Illuminate., and
was filled to Its capacity with both
white people and Indians. Solemnly the
"Plain . Chant" was given, and hymns
were sung Impressively In French and
In Chinook, while the minds - of the
faithful Catholics were elevated by the
functions at the altar. A book entitled
"The Knd of Controversy." written by
Dr. Mllner, was Instrumental In the
conversion of Dr. McLouirhlln to the
Catholic faith. After carefully reading
this volume he made his abjuration
and profession of faith at the hands of
father Blanchet.

McLoughlln was born In the district
of Quebec. Canada. In 1784. He died In
Oregon City In 1857. At an early age
he entered the aervlce of the Hudson
Bay Company, and while still In lt
employ came to the Columbia River In
1 24. the next year permanently estab-
lishing Fort Vancouver. To Catholics
and to Protestants, to Canadian set-
tlers and to American settlers he was
a loving father and a valuable friend.
Pope Gregory XVI. on hearing of the
services of this great man. conferred
upon him membership in the distin-
guished order of ft Gregory the Great.

In 1843 the Holy See made the Ore-
gon mission a Vicariate Apostolic, with
Father Blanchet as Vloar Apostolic.
Three years later this Vicariate was
erected Into an ecclesiastical province,
with three sees.. Oregon City. Walla
Walla and Vancouver Island, the first
Including the territory west of the Cas-
cades, the second' the territory east of
the Cascades and. the third the terri-
tory of southwestern Canada. Francis
Norbert Blanchet was created metro-
politan of Oregon City, his brother, A.
M. A. Blanchet. - was made .bishop of
Walla Walla, and Father Demers be-

came bishop of Vancouver Island. In
IsSO the boundaries of the see of Ore-
gon City and of Walla Walla . were
changed! the former becoming synony-
mous with the Oregon territory, and
the latter with that area which is now
the state or Washington. In M:iy. 1850,
the residence of the bishop of Walla
Walla was trsnsferred to Vancouver,
and the name of this see was changed
to Nesqually. Untll 1908, when Right
Rer. Bishop O'Dea removed to Seattle,
and the name of the ecclesiastical pror- -
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Ince of Washington was again changed,
becoming Seattle Instead of Nesqually.
Vancouver was the seat of this tcrrl- -

t0When Right Rev. A. M. A. Blanchet
came to Vancouver from Walla Walla
he found a church building erected. St.
James Cathedral, the first church In
the Northwest, standing on the south-
western part of the Barracks, and con-

structed by order of F. N. Blanchet In
18S4. For four decades this crude lit-.- ..

i .(..itnr. rved as the cen
tral place of Catholic worship in the
see of Nesqually. in nonur i -- ""-i

l.ttlllCUI.1 ... Montreal Right Rev. F. N.
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BY REV. J. II- - LKirEK.
the American a Christian

Nation?
The answer cannot be left to the

decision of any religious sect, however
definite In creed or express In

claims. A fundamental of our
National polity forbids any phase what-
ever of the union of church and state;
hence no civil question can ever be set-

tled church
This Is a lesson learned from the

of our ancestors In the father-

lands on the other side of the Atlantic,
and which It would be Impossible. to un-

learn even on a of blood, and
especially in the light of recent events.
But the conclusion does follow,
either logically or In fact, that our civil
government has been, or.can be admin-

istered Independently ot moral Issues.
It be remembered that religion

and eccleslastlclsm are two distinct
things. There ore three Institutions
that spring from a higher than mere
human source: vlx. the family, the
church and the state.. This fact does

not unite any of them, but logically
assures their separate existence. But
to morals and religion from
any one of them would be Its

The fact Is that the poorest hu-

man government that ever existed has
had sort of a moral basis, how-

ever crude and Imperfect. Human be-

ings cannot dwell together and ignore
all government. It exists In the con-

stitution of our nature. The Creator
put it there. The friction that Impairs
peace is traceable to one of - two
sources; bad government or rebellious
subjects; In some Instances both. Neith-

er the nor Jew
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Blanchet this unpretentious
little church St. James. It was burned
In 1S89. four years previously having
beenvacated for the present beautiful
cathedral, which was erected in 1884-8- 5

at a cost of over S50.000 under the
zealous Bishop Junger and his worthy
helper, Rev. Father Schram. Bishop
Junger was the second bishop of the
diocese of Nesqually. At his death in
1895 Rlarht Rev. Edward O'Dea. for-
merly of the archdiocese of Oregon

... t th eathedral In
Portland, was consecrated,, September
S, 1898.

St. James cathedral.' wnicn v"'"

ly object to the that God

is the author of all government, wheth
er in the family, church or state; and
the Idea of the author of an institu-
tion having no control or over
It Is A King with-

out authority .is a mere figurehead.
The writer Is entirely aware of the

position of the viz. that civil
government is the result of mere hu-

man compact. But that position sup-

poses the possibility of no compact, aS

men cannot be forced Into a compact, or
agreement; that would be despotism,
pure and' simple), and people dwelling
together without government, which Is

an axiomatic impossibility. The secu-

larist's "human compact". ". may either
take the monarchical, or
form; but that does not remove the dif-

ficulty. It is still a man-mad- e govern-

ment, in which man becomes lord of hie
fellows'- - conscience; for government
cannot be exercised with the conscience
left out;' God alone Is lord of the hu-

man conscience. '"
It follows then .that . the Creator o(

man. being the author of civil govern-

ment, government must be in har-

mony with his will and the product of
his wisdom and purpose as revealed in

the Inspired word the Bible. We must
take the reader; to - the book for the
proof of the above conclusion. Please
turn to Proverbs. 8:15-1- 6. "Ey me (wis-

dom deified) Kings reign and. Princes
decree justice. By me. Princes rule;
and r.oDles. even nil the 'Judges of the
earth." and Romans xlii:l. "Let every
soul be subject unto the higher powers.
For there is no power but of God. The
powers that be are ordained of God."

What ia the history of the American
Republic as to the element of religion
In Its origin? Let
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pleted in 1885. Is located at the corner
of Washington and Twelfth streets,
and is one of the most Impressive build-
ings in Vancouver. It Is a massive
structure of stone and brick measur-
ing 145x60 feet. The magnificent
carved altars.- - and the stations of the
cross are carved In old oak wood, and
were imported from Belgium. The
statuary on the main and side altars Is
very fine. Rev. Father Verwilghen is
the present pastor, assisted by Rev.
Joseph Delannoy. St. James Cathedral,
.v, atr,r'm residence and the Chris- -

ii.. nmihtn' irademr. where some 50

vminc men are In attendance, make up

RELIED

extracts from 'historic papers: The
compact made on board the Mayflower,
dated November 11, 1620. begins thus: "In
the name of God, Amen. We, whose
names (41) are underwritten." etc..
"having undertaken, for the glory of
God and advancement of the Christian
faith ... a voyage to plant the first
colony in the northern part of Virginia
(the entire northeastern coast was
called so then), so by these presents,
solemnly and mutually, in the presence
of God and one another, covenant and
combine ourselves together into a civil
body-polit- ic for our better ordering
and preservation and furtherance of
the ends aforesaid."

The 12... articles of confederation by
which the first seven New England col-

onies formed themselves into a federa-

tion were signed May 19.' 1643. and be-

gan thus: "Whereas, wee- came into
these parts of America with one and
the same end and ayme. namely, to ad-

vance the kingdom of our Lord Jesus
Christ and to enjoy the liberties of the
Gospell In puritle and peace," etc (The
old-tim- e spelling is retained.)
, .The Declaration of Independence ends
with the memorable pledge: "And for
the support of this declaration, iwith a
firm reliance on the protection of Di-

vine Providence, we mutually pledge to
"each other our lives, our fortunes and
our sacred honor!" Signed by 66 revo-
lution fathers. .

- May 17 had been appointed by the
Continental Congress and kept, as "a
day of humiliation, fasting and prayer."
In the official appointment the Con-

gress gave .expression to their feeling
of religious patriotism thus: That "by

repentance and amendment
of life we may appease God's righteous
displeasure and through the merits and
mediation .of Jesus Christ obtain his
pardon and forgiveness." This was when
our Infant Nation was In the throes
of the Revolutionary War. How re-
markably similar the action of the Sen-

ate of the United States on March 2,

tttm hiiHrtlna-- on the church property
which Include two blocks.

rtoa' voiHnt vniinfi- - women of the
order of the Sisters of Charity of Provi-
dence, set out from Montreal In early
November. 1856, on the steamer Illinois,
by way of Panama for a long Journey
to give their lives In work among the
Indians and the scattered settlers of
the far-awa- y Vancouver mission. After
a tedious Journey of over a month they
reached their destination to find that
no convent had been prepared for them,
as there had been a misunderstanding;
about the time of their arrival. Not
discouraged by this the five brave sis-

ters took up their residence in a small
houso measuring 16x10

feet, and located near the church in
the southwestern part of the fort. Here
they lived for two months subjected
to many privations and hardships, but
carrying on as best they could the
work for which thoy had braved the
seas. In February. 1857. a dwelling con-

taining two small rooms, 24x16 feet,
was erected for them. Here they
opened a school In April with an at-

tendance of seven pupils.
In this little building, . which is still

preserved and used as a sewing room,
the labors of the five sisters were car
ried on until 1S74 when the present
house of Providence on Tenth and C
streets was erected. This brick three-stor- y

structure contains an orphanage
for boys, and one for girls, a day and
boarding school lor gins ana juuuk
ladles, a novitiate and apartments for
the religious, and others for the sick
and infirm sisters. All the sisters of
this order who die in Oregon or Wash-
ington are bfought to Vancouver for
burial. At this time Washington has
fourteen houses of the Sisters of Provi-
dence, Oregon two, and British Colum-
bia eight. There are now 130 resident
pupils at the Vancouver Providence
Academy, and 105 day pupils, while
35 sisters reside there.

Of the five noble Sisters who estab-
lished the first convent school in the
Pacific Northwest, only one is now
alive, Sister Blandlne, of the Angels,
who is spending the closing years of
her life in her old home in Montreal.
Of the remaining four Sisters. Mary, ot
the Precious Blood, was the first of
the band to win the virgin crown, dy-

ing In 1877, aged 39 years. Mother
Praxedes, of Providence, was the next
to go. in 18S9, at the age of 69 years.
Mother Joseph, of the Sacred Heart,
superior of the band, founder of the
mission and architect of Providence
House, peacefully glided into her haven
of rest In 1902. being 79 years old.
Sister Vincent de Paul passed away in
the Autumn of 1908 at the age of 81

years. Her death occurred a few
months after the celebration of her
getdeir- - jubttee rrf-'h- etrrtsttan - fattTlT

Containing the first Catholic cathe-
dral, the first convent school, Van-
couver bears the distinction of pos-
sessing the first hospital ever opened
in the Northwest, St. Joseph's Hospital,
at the corner of Eighth and Reserve
Btreets. St. Joseph's was established
In 1858 by the five pioneer Sisters, end
until the present time has been ths
only hospital in the city, although It
has been enlarged from time to time to
answer the needs of the Increasing
population. Perhaps no achievement
of the Catholics in Vancouver has beer,
so pronounced, and nothing speaks
more for the city's rapid development
than the fact that the Sisters of Prov-
idence are now erecting a new St. Jo- -
seph's. which will provide for five or
six times as many inmates as the old
structure.

Located on the double block bounded
by Twelfth, Thirteenth, East D and
Reserve streets, new St. Joseph's is ona
of the most magnificent edifices of the
kind in the state. All the latest hos-
pital conveniences, operation . rooms,
anesthetic parlors, consultation rooms,
wards, emergency rooms, etc., will
make the new hospital one of the most
up to date in the Northwest. When
completed the entire building will cost
8125,000, and will be five stories In
height. It is expected that the build-
ing will be finished in January. A
debt of gratitude is due the Sisters
who- - have put forth such earnest ef
forts In the erectloon of this Hospital,
and who, like the first zealous mis-
sionaries, have exerted their Influence
to assist the needy.

1863. when in a resolution it requested
D,ltent T.lnrtnTn for a similar aDDOini- -
ment when the war cloud was hanging
low ana dihck over iui anuii.
language used was: "Devoutly recog-
nizing the supreme authority and Just
government of Almighty God In all the
affairs of men and nations; deploring
our National offenses which have pro-

voked his righteous Judgment: yet en-

couraged In this day of trouble by the
assurances of his word to seek him for
succor according to his appointed way,
through Jesus Christ; the Senate," etc.
Mr. Lincoln, complying with the re-
quest, appointed the 80th day of the
following month. April. In accordance
with the Senate's request. And It Is a
remarkable fact that the Army of the
Union suffered no stunning defeats
during the remaining months of the

Are not these historical incidents
answers to the question at the head of
this article? If we find a man who
reads the Bible and prays, laments his
sins and forsakes them, may we not
safely conclude that he ts a Christian
citizen? A nation is only a larger per-
sonality. Our National Supreme Court
was safe in declaring the American
Republic a "Christian "Nation," which It
has done. .

INCOME TAX IS PROPOSED

Hussla May Impose Assessment on

People to Raise $35,000,000.

ST. PETERSBURG, Dec. 31. (Spe-
cial.) The proposals for an income tax
In Russia have been estimated to bring
in about $35,00,000 a year. The num-
ber of persons In the Russian Empire
with an income from all sources ex-

ceeding $500 per annum is less than in
the kingdom of Prussia, being 695,700
only.

In the higher Incomes, especially In
incomes exceeding 310,000. Russia
shows to much better advantage. The
tax on incomes of 1500 works at about
5 per cent; on incomes $25,000 and up-

ward at 15 per cent, reckoning together
the proposed Income tax and all other
forms of direct taxation now In force.

If the proposed income tax becomes
a law. a number of existing taxes, such
as the lodging tax, personal trade cer-
tificates and similar taxes on industry
and trade Jvill nrohawy ha abrogated.


