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TOUCHING SECOND; INSIDE PLAY OF BIG LEAGUE BASEBALL

BY JOHN J. EVERS, KING OF SECONDBASEMEN, AND HUGH H. FULLERTON, FAMOUS NEWSPAPER WRITER

tOn the Bench

RLTNI” were on first and third

bases. The game was close and

one score for elther team meant
prohable wictory. At the plate & batter,
tenme and sisrt, churned the lnofMensive
alr with shost nervous motlons of his
bet. Out es the whitewnshed lines by
first and third bases two colabars
ranted and raved pawed the diry ran

and down howling encouragement
the ballsr & words of gagtion to
the TuURDers diretched sprawlingly

alonie the bench & row of white-garbed
the flald befers tham.
posss as If frogen inte
n ve and on both sides of
; the © waves of the great
wd broks Gesafeningly as The rooter's
sang ths song of hope of an-

pannant which might be decided

oxt

minuie
at the
leles on 1he b
t. A player with earneat
weary f(ace, immoblis even
rnt when U whole Tesuit
wark mig rulned,

1de and the tense

«f hila jyears

ralsed his right hand 1 1ftad
it an Ineh from A
and without =a

twitching sat walchl

%4 a flash the coach

wound himself into fan-
artions From somewhaere
tangle of revolving lmbs a
like a fiash to the piate, into
atcher's mitt As tha pltcher
started to wind up, the runner at fOrst
jeapad 20 feel
g bexitated and took a step back
towards firat base. The catcher, who
8 caught the ball In perfect posl-
tlon. leaped forward, right rm drawn
back. wal wl, als 3 parfect po-
sitlan to ow to second base The
erowd groaned. Another strike om the

the affort to steal balked. Blowiy

v

P

od
ped

battar; L}

the catsher relaxed from his tense
alse. His arm dropped and he started
to throw sasily back to the
plitcher. tant the runner st
firat hase was galvanised into actlon
Two tremendous leaps toward second
asd ha was fylong at full speed down
the linme The ocatcher, besitating a
trice. tightaned agaln Inte throwing

threw like a rifle shot o
bhe esught a gilmpse of
1 homeward from third
ia & whirling cloud
a runner pivoled sround the
pints, bhis fool dragging mncroas the
rubber just as the ball kastily hurled
back to the catcher, came doewn upon
L leg Th umpire’'s hands went

The run had scored
won The crowd in & tumult of
iasm roared asnd screamed and
Ita joy. The mad &t the ond
of the bench lnt the shadow of a smile

TRt
instant later.

AR
of dust,

filt over his face and wal hed more in- |
The crowd had for-|

thar
iy sid  wes

tentey
Evitisn
others

f.at us ses what really happened. for
sribed is the one &y which
hance eaved
by beating New York one game

chaeer! L]

on the Wert Slde grounda The crowd
saw everything—that ls, sverything It
yiald  pee What it 4id not sen Was

. r waa batting. Steinfeldt |
bass, Bchuylte on third

rdazy were for a hit-and-run play
Tinksr went to ba Aftar one
nad beopn called Chance ralsed
ap from his head
it—the slgnal for
t a delaysd double
comching at third,
¥y, and Evera
ok out, Frank.™”
the Jumble of thelr
v used the pnames of the
for the first time. The
28 of the runner was the
e dalayed doubla steal
sed alterwards was only
1  and although Schaite
. 4 Steinfeldt reached wsacond
nd Tinker halped them by his motlons
ck at tha ball Intentionally
they ware but puppatls oar-
a arders of the general
s had won the gams from the
s when he lifted his cap from his

whan
ne

r 1he

When Chicagoe and Detroit met for
the champlonahlp of tbe world that

sarse Full Chaace plaxned and won
’ of the most beastiful strategio
siruggles evar fought and the omm-

raign that he planned and carried out
was worthy a baseball Napeleon The
the second One of Lhe ae-

rime W
rs and was played In Chicage ba-
hume Br Ay crowd Hoth
reallzed that the game meant
everyihing; to Detroit an even
‘ for the titls, to the Cubs al-
n cariaintly of retalning thelr
ors Hefors the game meetinge of
hoth ten e were bheld. Chance
planmed % campalgn depending en-
iy npon which pltcher Detrolt
nis orders, lssued the meo-
Bll" Donovan WwWas &e-
conveyed to his men ia
"Walt.” They walted—
~walted, while the huge
“or wild as inalng after in-
reels awny and nsither side
score & TuB Dogovan

sd perbaps aa mueh
nan balng evVer pos-

: Jumped and
pitched with
apead, broke

Igien
2 g &8s Chance wsent
that human gatiing
the National
und them, be
“Wait," and
Ones strike,
L two balls,
yes threestiriken, some-
netlied nothling.
it seem:ed as if Denovan
be beaten, as the Cham-
clons penrvd hsipiess befare o
tremendcus speed Sull Chance co
1 “Wall—walt Kim out™ Ever
wenl the plats Intemt upon
makicg Donovan pitch as many balls
1 casibie They fouled they wali-
ol semetimes even let lhim sirike
thers out, somoetimes they but
never untl! they wers compelled to
When the elghth izning came
r had scored. Hofman led off that
and sl hie orders weve to WalL
ontl]l bs ecould walt ne
& safe sermich hit
i In that momeot
sding ceneral, ardered the
was the maxt batter, and
be assaqlt was the single
That was all, dut Tin.
ing sagerly forwasd to the bat.
ter's position, knew that the leash thag
had Neld the champlons Bad been cul
a=d that ha gomdd hit whem he pleased,
evez the first ball. Crash! Tioker smots
the aphere a terrific blow, and Hke &
senllow the Dball darted out to right
field. high, higher, until scaring far ever
the henda of the crowid It struck the sign
above the right flald seats and the crowd
sept wild Thez, Uke soldlers altacking
o bresched wall the champloss rusbad
w0 the assauli, and, before lra inning was
aver they had made six rung ADd thalr
wniting gumne bad wo=.
Chance bad caiculstsd Sram (be firm

-

twe sirlkea, a £

ed

batrer Lo

o w0

LY

y there wan |

towarda esecond. |

The gams |

the championship |

that Domovas was pitching with teo grest | pecting to

,u—-ud. &ad that o human belng could
bold such & pace through mice innings,
yasd during sl the time that the crowd
thought Detroit would win, the leader of
tha champlons was sitting wsiching every
move, walting for the first w=ign that
Donovan was tring or beginning lo lose
his spoed. At the start of the sevemth
inning he thought he detected slgns of
weariness, but the SEmiling Tiger still was
strong. After Hofman ecratcbed that hit
At the start of the »ighth, Chapos saw
Dosovas jower hig pltehing arm as If
weary and he lewued hls order—and after
Tinker drove that home ron he ordered,
"Take a erack st the first ome"” Like &
gonaral, ho had found the bDreach and er-
dered ihe charge, and hla men leapsd to
the plate and begar the bombdandment
that brought victory
- L

it & seldomm that spectators at Any
gEame get w glmpse of the brain wark
behind the moevemonts T the playera and
hardened “fans™ the game looks
They eritiolss beczuse they

aven 1o

haphazsrd

do not understanmd Thay wees only the
individual, what he dops, where the ball
is kit or esught, or thrown, and Lhe

and parpose of it all is lost, with-

thinking how much thought may

n wasted on the play that the in-
dividual attempled to cur7y out, or how
well planned the game mny Lave been.
They lmagine most of them, (hat the

pinyers are individusis who walk to the
plate, hit or miss the ball, make a safe
it or go out; they do mot know that be-
hind the way the man hitx, behind the
movements of the bass runner. behind tha
position the men take, are hidden a code
of signals, snd a seriem of orders to be
obeyed without question, for the general
Evod. They scarcaly imagine Lhat games
are planned befors they are started, or
that a» soen a8 & pitchor s Damed ths
manager and his sdvisers map out &
yeme of mction and plan an attack upon
the weaksst point of the opposing tealn.
They ¢o not realize that as s00n A8
Marquard of New York or Pflelster of
| Chicago e namad to pitch, the opposing
| manager orders & buning game, or that
| es fcon s & cmicher kpown teo have &
weak srm, of to throw badly, or a pitcher
who does not walch bass runners care-
l fully is elected to perform baltery duly

|
i
|
|

for the day the oppoeing manager sig-
nals “wteal™ “steal”” “steal” 10 avVery
fast man who reachas a buse.

Listen to a esacher, “Doc’’ Marshaill, of
Brooklyn, for instance, on the line at
first base, rusning up and down, pawing
the dirt, acting l'ke & madman, and por-
hape ane not deeply versed In tl Eamis
imagines be ls trying to “rattie” the gp-
poaing pitcher, or spur his own men Lo
greatar efforts. A hundred of the words

or phrasea he uses Imay mean nothing,
byl somaswhare among them the base-
ranner hears, "Osreful, Harry,” which

talls him Marshall has seen a algnal for
| & fast ball, flashed the batter a signal
to hit and ls warning the runper to mart
as soon as the ball Is pitched. Or he
may <ateh, "Now wo're at ‘emy snd leap
forward to save himmelf froth belng
forced whan the batter bunts a saerifice.
. L -

Eometimes, however, the best laid and
| myost carefully planned campaigne go sad-
iy amiss and one of the inatances of tius
| was the miscarviage of » pian Chance
Louls. Balles, “The

was pltching & Frangs galie Hogardless
of who was batting, he pliched e same
way to sach man, a curve over ihe plate,
another curve either on the inside or out-
alde cogner, two fast side arm balls bigh
and outaide and then a curve low and
over the piste His pitobing, sltbough
| monolonous, was effoctive, and for
odd reMson.

Chapes had 3 theory that Ealles lacked
eontrol. tn splte of the fact that he waa
showing almos perfect control, so ha

o

| counseled &' walting same and toid his
| men to e two,” which means they

waore 1ol to strike at elther of the fAmwt
| two balls pitched AS & consequenco
|.“a'|'|" had the batier ““in the hole™ all
| the tisne—that in, had the sdvantage, and

when they finally were compelled to hit,
they werd foreed to Rt his curve, so they
4ld wot do muaoh hittng

By the milddle of the game Clancs
reallzed Ballee was not golhg to be wild—
and Tight there the game ceased to be
basball and became a Fuessing match
hanecs, pesing Brescahan's plan  of
pltohing, expectsd blm to change I, =0
he stuck to his original plan. Bresmaban

docided not to change, and walted for
Chance to switch his plan of campalgn.
Tha kame was almost over before the
champlons, made dosperats, began hik-
ting the fir ball and then Hresuahan
changed on every Dbatter, sutguesing
them all the time

It was just ke men matching heads
and tafls, esgh manager steking to his
owp plan, Breanahan turning heads svery
time and Chance talls, each expeoting
the other to chaage

Tha man who, pechaps, is past master
of dlrecting ball ¢lubs from the bench ia
John MeCloakey, who has managed
many clubs As many of bkis ocam-
paigns have Dean poorly exeouted
by Ainferior players. bhe oftan
fulled, but If ever ha geots a team to-
geather that can and will carry out his
orders, lhat team probably mever will
lore & gaInDe

One of MeoCioakey's most brilliant
piaps wea conicelved when he was man-
nging the St Louis Cardinals. He had
an ldes his team could beat Reulbach,
of Chicago, by bunting and he sent Lhe
first men to bat with ordera to bunt
or push the ball down the Infleld, no
batter being allowed (o hit the ball
hard wntil after two strikes had been
oalled The fArst aix innings passed
without & run balng sgored by St. Louls
Then two buffts went safls In SUSGeSs-
slon, another advanced runners and
the next man poshed the ball towards
first basa It was thrown wild to the

late. (W0 runners scored, and St. Louls
continued bunting untll five runs
counled and the gams was won. All
during tho eariy stages of the contest
the players were [rantic, begging o be
permitied to hit hard but MeCloskey
stuck to his plan of campalgn aud won.

On the attack, when hils own team Is
at bat, the manager bas the oppertunity
to spenk to sach men as he leaves the
bench, to tell him what he Ll expecied
to do, but 1f he changes ihal plan after
the man is In batting position he sig-
cals elther the batter direct, or the
concher his chbange of plan. so that
every mas o5 the team may know what
is to bs sttempted With experienced
men few glgnals are necessary, excejpl
of the mapager, who must decide
2 of two possible piays the balter
ahiall wry

After & team has played under one
manager severa! years, the players
kunow, altgost withogut & glance toward
the bench, what the orders will be un-
der given clrcumstances. Often. too,
when & manager and batter suspoct
that ths opposing team bhas jsarned
thelr signals, the battar will look to-
wards the bench, eves when he knows
perfectly what s expested of hlm, and
receive & false order Intended to "oroes™
or decelvs 1he trickster who ls steallng
signals. It ts when the batter “crosses”™
the o & team leadiag them o
think e !s going te do one thing whea
he doas anether, that disasirous conse-
quences are likely to result to the &o-
feodeTn

In & gams Dbetwesa Pitigbory and
Philadelphia years zgo, when Tommy
Laach was & Foungater, he thought he
Setected & signal for Larry in. to
| bant and e cams creeping forward ex-

has | sution In baseball and aroused a vigorous

| protast

| on intd to beag Ht
| Btring iean.” & tall rangy pitcher whe
| s about 19 bande high and laft-handed, |

|

| "buzzer

get & good start on the bunt
if it came towarda third. Lajole slashed
& line 4Arive down the third basze line,
the ball struck Lesch on the shina, and
his head was the first thing that hit

the ground.

The lengths to which clubs wil
learn the signals, especially the
of managers from the bench, is aston-
tahing to those not familiar with ths
Eame. To cateh a signal legitimately,
by observation, quickness of eye or
guickness of thinking ls part of the
sport. Marshall of Brooklyn, EKane of
Chicago, Doola of Philadelphla, Brid-
well of New York, Hartself of the Ath-
letics, of tha present gensration of play-
ers, are past masters of the art of see-
ing what the opposing batamen A&re
trying to do befoge the affort is made.
In oue game at (ipcinpat! tn 1908 Man-
axer Griffin said he was compelled to
changs his signals six times during the
contest because Pat Morgan waas got-
ting them.

Efforts have been mads in the past to
steal the signals by the moat brazen
trickery and unsportsmaniike methods
Porhaps the worst casa of this kind
ever revesled was that of the old Phila.
delphin team In the National League.
Here was the greatost aggregation of
batters ever assembled on one team.
but, not satisfied with thelr patural
batsing abllity, they wanted to know
in advance what kied of & ball the
pitaher was golng to serve In order to
fncrease their hitting. Morgan Murphy,
one of the cleverest men at Interpret-
ing signals who ever played In & bail
game, formulated the plan. Stationing
himself with confaederats ln the club
house In centst fleld, he armed himeelf
with a palr of powarful fleld glussss
with which he watched the signals of
the catchers as well as the signals of
the managera from the bench. It was
aftarwards learned that he freguently
watched the pitcher, catcher and man-
ager making up thelr signals bafors &
game and frequently knew ‘bafore play
started every aignal (hat waa o be
ueed,

At first the signals were given by
the confoderate, who atood in a elub-
house window, and passed the signals
by the positions of his arms sgainst the
sides of the window. CQne arm waa for
fast balls, the other for curves. and the
code Inciuded many poaltions of the
man. The opponents, knowin thalr
slgtnls were belng “Lipped off,” grew
susplcious and Murphy, learning of
thelr susplclons and *fearing detsction.
changed hiz plan and gave the signals
by ralsing and lowerlng an awning on
the colubhouse. 1f the awning wus
raired & fow Inches and held thers, o
fast bAll was to be pltohed and Ir it
was raised and dropped quickly a curve
Lad besn wigialed for. . Not content
with the success at home the club took
Murphy on the road, and he worked
from windows overlooking the park,
often hiring rooms In order to carry on
the unaportamaniike practice,

- L -

It isx remarkable bhow quickly =
estcher suspecta the oppoxing team is
getting his wignals, or those that are
belng given from the benoh. He judges
chiefly from the unnstural actions of
the batters. After even two men have
batted the catcher begins to look in all
dirsctions to see who is "tipplng off™
the signs, and he Ilmmediately sigmals
the bench what is golng on. Then all
eyes ot the bench scan the flsld, fences
and adjacent bulldings to discover
what scheme la belng worked,

Murphy's awning worked well, until
it was discovered by shayp eyes on the
bench and then Murphy and his asso-
clates Invenied something sntirely new
tn basaball. They put alactric wires
underground, connecting the clubhouse
with the coacher’s box at third base
and burfed In the ground a small
wooden box contalning a “buxzer™ A
certaln nolsy, obatreperous player was
stationed at third base with one foot
dirsctly over the box containing the
and ms the slgnal sounded

feel the tapping undor
his fool -whereupon he calied a
code word warning the batter
what the pltcher was going to pitch or
what ths opposing manager had ordered
from the banoh.

Not a regular player om the Phlladal-
phia team batted under 30 per cent w hile
the "busser” was In operation, and sev-

he could

. aral of thelr pitcher and catchers werm

knowing Chance expecied him 10 change. |

f

among the loading batters of the Nation-
n! League. Opposing teams knew that,
in eome way, the Philadelphiana were
gotting the signals, but how they ocould
not discover untfl one day the Cincinnatl
Club was playing on the Philadelphin
grounds. Every man on the Cincinpat
team was watching to see where the sig-
nals were coming from and they saw
that one player gtationsd near third base.
no matter how he moved, alwaym kept
one foot In the same poaltion.

In the middle of the game, one of the
Cinginnat! team wandered almiessly to-
ward third base, made a sudden rush,
pushed the guilty Philadelphian out of
the coachers’ box and dug up the devics
which was winning games for FPhilpdal-
phia. The Alscovery created a bilg sen-

agalnst such unsportamanithe
mathods. But inatead of stopping, the
Fulladeliphia Club moved the buezer to
thelr bench, and continusd using it until
stopped by league amction.

Not satisfled with having that much
sdvantiage an the home grounds, the man
who planned the thing followed his team
around the country, renting windows ov-
erlfoking the grounds in each city and
wigwagging signals to the battems. He
wnae caught at Brooklyn by some of the
Brocklyn players, and trounced. and after
that the method of spying graduaily was
abandoned.

Pittaburg, however,
thing a year later, using sn ingenious de-
vige: & semaphors wrrangement fastened
to the centarfiald fence which was ralsed
at right angles for a fast Dall and
stralght up for a curve. The arrangement
was not in use for a week bofore the keen
even of the opponents
began changing signals so rapidly the
sples could not follow them. After #ev-
entssn batlers
balls In four days and some of them hurt
because they expected ome curve when
another was baing pitched the schemse
was abandonoed.

-

tried the same

The defensive gume of all teama I8 or-
dered by the manager either from the
bench or frota his fleld position and the
mansger wWho also Is &-player has mn
tmmense advaniage over the bench man-
ager in that he can reach his men more
readlly and moreover without a sigmal,
sign, or spoken word his players can
tall from the position he asstimes where
he wants them to play and how he ax-
pects the piay to be made.

Obassrve the New York ball team. Me-
Graw from the bench figshes a slgnal to
Tenney. Devilo creeps forward 15 fest
tnaids of third base, Teany moves for-
ward slmost 35 feet, the entire outfield
advances whils Doyle and Dridwell re-
main a8 they ware. There la a man
first bDase, another on third, one
out gnd New York has one
than the opposing team. Any
krows the game knows the batter Is not
a fast man snd understands the entire
If the ball is hit o Ten-

£

ney.

h.’mrum o the plate to prevant the
¥ from ri from base. If
it ta hit either to Doyle or to Bridwell,
the other will cover second take

the throw and sttempt by 8 quick throw
to ocompléte the double play and retire
the opposing team.

Thes batter makes a base-hit, the runnar

discovered it and Ls&ible to tell even the half

had been hit by pltched | attempted, that if he raises four Angars,

firgt reaches third, and again runners are
on first and third bases, with oms oSul,
and the opposing team needs a run to
win, But the Infleld Instead of playing
the same way gets a sigunal from Me-
Graw and while Tenney and Devlin re-
main as tefore, Doyle and Hridwell move
forward onto the grass, 30 feet mearer
tha plats than they were befora The
fan may not understand, but s fast man
ls coming to bat; therea in but = slight
chance of & double play being executsd
successfully and the Glants, driven to the
defensive, ure signaled hy thelr manager
to ejose up Lthe Inner line of defapss In
the desparate hope that the ball will be
hit stralght at one of thoem who may eut
off the runner at the plats and save the
day. MeOraw hus jssued the order, and
whather It wins or loges the game he
accepts the blama.
-
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There was A game played in Cineinnati
n 1909 which Chicago otume nenr losing
after having ssved It three times by
magnificent genaralahip, McLean, the
heavy hitting Clincinnat! catcher, Is one
of the most dangerous of hatters when
bls teqm meeds runs, and four times duf-
ing the game he came 10 bat when &
safs hit, 1t seomod, would win the game
for Cincinnatl and each time Chance, on
the bench, raised his hand with four fin-
gers uwp and the thumb turnod b, which
was his signal to give Mclean & base
on bslls aZd not pllow kim to hit and
to rely upon retiring the next batter,
who was not so dangerous as a batter.
Thres times Reulbach purposely pitched
four balls wide, allowing Molean to take
first base and each time the succeading
batter falled to hit, mso Cincinnatl gould
not score. The other time Chance shoved
up four fingers just as one of the um-
plres passed between him and the field,
send Reulbach misned the sulgnal and
thinking Chance had not slgnalled at all
he broks & curve over the plate for &
strike. Agnin Chance flashed four fin-
gers and again the umplre obscured tha

view, and Reulbuch drove over another
atrike.
Moran, who was ostching, was angry-

Hes thought the proper thing to do was
to give Mclean a base, and he turned
to Chance for orders to pass the batter
evean then, but having escaped twice
Chance bad & "hunch™ that he had been
wrong and signalled to make the batter
tft. Reul pitched & high fast ball
end MoLasan hit it safa to center, scoring
a run and (¥ing the score, and the Cubs
ware compelled to play 11 Innings before
they finally won the gamé.

Many speotators who see playess go
through wseazon after season and play
perhaps 176 games a year lmagine that
they would get hardened and bscome in-
different as to whether they win or
lose. The opposite is the case The
young players endure dJefent better
than the old omes and It seama the
longer the player is in the game the
more he hates to lose.

The bench, during & defesat, ia llke
an army !n & rout, everyone raving,
swearing, blaming esch other, and hurl-
ing abuse and invective back and forth.
But whils the result hangs In the bal-
ance the men seem impassive, almost
indifferent. Conversations are carried
on In Jow topes, orders mre Issued
quickly and Incinively, and sverything
is dellberate and onim. The storm
that f{ollows elther wvictory or defeat
comes as qulckly as the hit or the er-
ror that starts it. The moment that
the hit that brings victory, or the er-
ror that means defeat comes, all the
pent-up and repressed excitement of
the day bYreaks loose and then the
wildest fan In the bleachers Ia
sane ocompared with the players—and
usually ths manager is worst of all

- - -

But the bench !5 nol always calm or
angry, for at times It Is like a crowd
of school Boys, up Lo all sorts of pranks,
from mnagging the umplire to playlng
jokes on sach other. One of the fun-
niegt aituations arose in Cincinnatl a
fow yeara ago when the Heds were be-
ing beaten. One of the players wis an
Inveterate joker, and even in defeat he
could not understand the temptiation to
turn the Jaugh upon someone, Thers
wos 8 waler pipe from the stand that
divided directly over the playera’ beach,
ona end being at the side of the bench,
the other directly over the water tank
where the players drank. The joker
had discoversd that the pipe could be
used as & telephote and while his team
was golng to pleces he sat whers he
could lean over and speoak Inte the
open oend of the pipe. Lobert bad made
a couple of bad mispiays and as he went
to the water tank to got a drink after
the disastrous Inning the joker leaned
over and spoke Into the pipe saying:
“You bix, bowlegged Dautch alob, who
ever told you you could play ball?T
The words seemed to comes directly
from over Lobert's head mnd he leaped
back, glaring up Into the stand to ses
who wans "roasting” him. The party in
the box overhead looked supremely In-
nocent and unconscious, but Lobert re-
malned in fropt of the bemch all dur-
ing the inning, to sea If ke could dis-
cover the offender.

The jJoker remalned guiet until the
next player went to the tank, mnd then
te hurled more Insults through the
tube. He kept It up durlng the entirs
game, abusing, eriticising and insulting
every player who went to get a drink,
and By the middle of the contest he
had the players fighting mad, and send-
ing spios into the stand to try to And
the man who Was abuking them.

50 the most interesting part of the
game, tha brain work, the generalship
of baseball is hidden under those coops
behiind first and third base where tha
masteras of baseball use fingers, syes,
head, fest, hands, cap. strangsa phrases
and sensselesas words, all of which are In
the code, to direct thelr wonderful pup-
pets, The publle never gets a chance
to find out what ls behind all the run.
ping the throwing and batting unless
gome one tells and then it iz Impos-

Ona knows that when he sees Chance
ralse his cap. & double steal s to be

the batter Is to be given a base on balls,
One knowa when McGraw changes
places with the man next to him on
the bench he la ordering his players to
hit and rus. One knows that when
a Chicago comcher uses the given namae
of the base runner the given name Is
part of that code. One knows that
when “Doc” Marshall yells, "That's get-
ting them,” thag “getting™ In the calch
word, and that when Hughle Jeanings
pulils grass with his right hand, he
means one thing, with his left another,
and can hear behind Griffith's “Watch
his foot™ an order to steal But no
ope knows it all

Deciding Moments of Games

EARLY evory baseball game is won
ang lost on the play; & play that
comes atthe psychologieal instant
Among the players (who do not study
psychology) the crucial moment I
known s “the break,” s phenomenon
which no one hns analyzed and which
the players themselves do mot undsr-
stand
Twenty men on the banch are watch-
ing closaly and intently every move of
the plteher. The tide of baitle rises.|
ebbs—and then sudd , a8t the start
of mome soms

inning,
What it is no ons outalde the paychlc

sphera of influence ever will nnder-
stand, but the silent, tight-lipped, alert
frilows on the bonch see something, or
feel ascmething =snd the mysterious
“break™ has come. ~

“One ball!" players on the bench®
suddenly stiffon.@fd prepare for actlon.
“Two balls!” Two players jump for
bats and begin swinging them; tha
cosehers who have yelled only because
It was thelr dAuty, suddenly begin Tag-
Ing, screaming and pawing the dirs
The manager, whe has appeared halt
nsleep, makes & trumpaet of his hands
and leads his men, bawling orders to
his players and wild taunts to the op-
ponents,

The spectators do not underatand any-
thing bua bappened. Other batters have
had two bally called many times.and
the situation looks the same to the spoo-
tator who Is beyond tha *break” influ-
In two more minutes the bencl s

ancea.
& madbouse, with 2 moen ehouling,
sereaming, ordering and movifg, "“Three

balis” A madman ruslies out to the
sdeck.” “Fyur balls!™ And the spects-
tors joln the players in the demonsira-
tion., mot unhderstanding. why, The mad-
pess is spreading. Crack! A base hil s
bunt, & wild throw; other bass hii;
sereams! atouts! imprefations!—a roar of
frantle applsuse! a final long fly. The
manager reaches for his glove, apits into
ft. and says quietly: “‘Four rune We've
got ‘em” The break Is over and tha
playvers' bench iz agaln the quietest part
of the grounds. The surge of enthusinsm.
confidoncs and nolse subsldes and the
same is won.

Bassball Is nalmost as much psycho-
logical as sathletic. Why one team can
beat & stronger one regularly, and lose
to & weaker with thes same regularily;
why ons bgtter can hit one pitohar and
is healpless befors anothes; why one
pitecher ls effective agalnst & strong team
and at the mercy of another that cannot
bat half as hard, are payohological prob-
lems.

In 1508 Joo Tinker, who Ia only &n ordl-
nary batter, became imbued with the ldea
that he could hit Mathewson's pitehing
at will. The confidence born of this 1des
enabled Mim to boat Mathewson out of
goveral gamaos, and after that Mathowson
seemed to have the same bellef,. for
Tinksr during the season wop flve gnmos
from New York by his individusl hitting,
and In four of them Mathewson was the
victim. One of tha hits that Tinker made
off Mathewson will he part of Chlcago's
baseball history for generatiops. The
teamnn, with Mathewson and Brown plteh-
ing, had battled for four Innings naither
beiog able to scors and In the fifth Tinker
came to bat, first in the 1nn T
drove the ball on the line into the
left fleld corner—and ha raced around
the bases At third bass Zimmerman,
who waa coaching, ledped oul, tackisd
Tinker and threw him, trying to drag
him back to third bass, but Tinker broke
away and scored with tha only ruon of

far

the gume. beating Mathoewson 1 to O
Twiles loter In the yoaur Tinker beat
Mathowson by long drives.

. . -

Ono of the bardest games Chlcago lost
{n that seasen was to Brooklyn late In
the year, ut & time when the Cubs wers
fighting desperately to overtake Neow
York and Pittsburg, and whon évery de-
feat seemed to wreck their last hope.
The champions tad the games well In
hand, but Tim Jordan was hitting terri-
fically and Jamdgren seemed unable to
stop him. Twice Jordan had driven the
ball over the right fleld fenpga of the
Washington Park grounds and yet whan
vehe break” ecame in the eighth inning
Chipago was two runs shead. With one
man out, two on bases and Jardon at
bat Chance, seelng Jordan was a0 anx-
fous to make wnother long hit that he
was kicking one foot high in the plr
every tme a ball was pliched, went to
Lundgren aod sald; “Put it over stralght.
Make him hit it, 1f he hits It out of
the lot"” Four timas Lundgren tried to
make his stralght ball ge over the plate
and four times It swerved outside and
Jordan drew & bame on balls, Brookiyn
suddenly changed plans, ordered Lumley
to bat for Lewils. He drove a three-baae
hit against the right fleld fence, and &
long fly that followed allowed him to
score, and gave Hrooklyn the victory.

Another game lost in the eritical In-
stunt to Cineinoati on the same rip
senmed to end Chicago's final chance for
the pennant and woas the result of just
such & rally. The ninth inning saw the
Cubs seemingly victorious, the penuant
within their grasp, but the psychlo wave
inspired the Reds and with two men on
bases, Lobert at bat and two pirikes and
two balls called, Chance ordered his
pitcher, Overall, to piich & straight low
ball. The resuit of the entirs ssason
seemed to hinge upon that ball Overall
tried, but the fast ball wenl high instead
of Jow and Lobert sent It geréeaming ovar
second, driving home two more runs and
winning the gome.

That hit was one of the best testl-
monlials 0 the honesty of basaball ever
given, for Lobert was wild for Chileago
to win the pennant. and a great frisnd
of Overall, whpse heart almosat was
broken by the Hit his friend made

- -

What probably was 'the most sensa-
tlonal finishi-ever recorded ln any league
waa that in the Wastern Lengue on the
last day of the season of 1908, Oo that
day the psychlc wave siruck Omaha. The
situation was this: Des Moines and Bloux
City practically were tied for tha pen-
pant. and each team was playing two
games, the Sloux City team playing at
Omaha. Bloux City had to lose two
games and Des Molnes had to win one
to give Des Moplnes the championship.
Sfoux City lost the first game, but had
the second won by thres runs in the
ninth lnning. Manager “Ducky” Holmes,
of the Bipux, did not feel the “bres
poming. He logped Into his automobile
aftor the first Omaha batter In the ninth
{unind® went out, called the atteption aof
the crowd to his champlons, and raced
toward home to ktart celebrating the vio-
tory, Just then the ‘“break” came.
Omsaha needed three runs to tle four to
win. Hits and errors quickly filled the
bases snd with two men cut three men
were on the bases, and o home run drive
soored four runs. won for Omaha, beat
Stoux City and gave the pennant ta Dies
Apineos.

Menager Rourke hastened to the pross
stand and sent a hurried telegram to tha
polics in & town Dbetween Omaha and
Holmes home, which read thus:

“Arrest Holmes, put him In handoufls
and s stralght jacket, gug him and then
break the news. Omaha won out in the

ninth.”
- -

One of the plays which turned ths Ne-
tional League tide in 1504 was ove made
in July and was one of the most peouliar
ant decislve double plays on recard.
Chicago was leading by & score of2tol
when New York came In for the geventh
inning, and with Brown pitehing it
jooked s If the gmme was won. Bres-
nahan, the first batter up, sipgled, and
Donlly smashed & two-base hit to
right, sending Presnahan to third. The
“br-k"vuanmma(:nbs!np.ma.
Beymour poksd a short *Texas Leoague™
fiy to right fleld, and Bvers played a
trick that stopped the break. Pre-
tending mot to sea the ball, he stood
still to the last possibls second. Don-
1in, seeing the ball falling safe end
far out of Schulte's reach,
fraptie dash for third, Intent upon
gcoring behind Bresnahan and giving
New York the jend |natead of enly
Evers, sealng his

[
stead of tossing the to Tinker,
whirled and without locking threw to

the plste, knowing ] ba
doubled, and Intendlng to prevent)

| Blagle ran

Bresnahan from trying to score on the
double play, which he might have dome.
Bresnahan was driven back to third,
and Kiling racing in, met the throw,
hurled the ball back to Tinker on sec-
ond base completing the double play
and stopping the brealk

A play which came st the deciding
moment and wrecked Chleago's hope
of the National League pennant of
1902, was peculinr. The Cubs, then
young, wore making a spurt, winning
games stesdily and pressing the lead-
ers, when the play came up that broke
the winning streak and robbed Jack
Tarylor of & recond gume. 1t was at
Boston and in the ninth inning, with
A runner on second base and two men
out, the score 1 to 0 in faver of Chl-

cigo. Boston had made only one hit
off Tarylor up to that time. The bats-
man hit an easy fly to left field snd

over and caught the ball
felrly in his hands, hut ot the instant
it struck his hands he colllded with
a fence and was rendered unconsci
Bafors another player could reich

the

unconscious man and plek up the ball,

two runners scored and Boston won

the game,

The majority of games are won and
tost by pltchers blundering in the cru-
clil momont, but sometimes it is the
ontoher whe makes the  mistake. One
of the funniest blunders of years was
made by “Haekens8hmidt” Gibson,
Pittaburg's great teher, who per-
sisted In his errvor.  “lefty"” Lelfleld i
one of the best and brainiest of piteh-
ers, but essentially a fast ball pitcher
and & “waster.”
who never puts the ball over the plate
unless compelled so to do, but keeps
it high, low, inside. outmide, hias plun
being to make batters hit bad balls
Leifield seldom uses curves unloss com-
pellsd to, and his high fast ball whi
breaks with an odd littlie jump, Is one
of the hardest for a batter to hit CUne
day Leifleld hoad held Chicago help-
lass and boaten them decisively, and
the following day, after the (Thamplons
in & “brenk” moment had started a
sla=hing attack upon Willls, “Young Cy"
Young was sent in to check them on
the theory that a change from o right
to o left-handed pitcher might siop
the *break,” although every player
knows that when a team starts hitting
nothing will stop themm e¢xcept shoer
neoldent or a suddsn change of *luck.”
Gibson had observed Leifield's eff
tive use of his fast ball against
ciago and signaled Young to pitoh fast

ones. The Champlons made seven
atralght hits before Young was re-
| tired, and all becauses Gibson did mot
differentinte between two Kkinds of

frst ball, Leifleld's golng high and out
while Young's, pltehed shoulder high,
angles down and low.

Pitching and studying batters ls an
art i f(tself, and the plecher who
knows the men who oppose him, and
who can put the ball whare hée wanis
It to go ls & great pitcher, and one
who sometimes can stop “the brealk”™
In the art of pitching, tha batter., wo
far ns bralnwork goes, is a fallure,
excaept in instances In which batters
are men of desperate gourage and fear-
lagn Tha batter in matching wits
with the pitcher hasx no chance, be-
cause he i taking all the risk of in-
jury, and trying to ‘“outguess the
pitcher” ia dangerous, as the ohe who
blunders may recelve & blow on the
head that will ond his carser. Tho
pitcher, on the other hand, can study
tho batter, analyze his position and
conditton of nervousness, and, If he
has sufficiant control of the ball, he
can prevent him from hitting.

Observe closely a plteher when *“the
broak" comes. Up to that timeo bhe has
beon pitching eoolly, taking his time,
studyimg each mun—but, after “the
break"” he hurries, returns the ball os
fast as he gets It, loses head, loses
controal, and loses the gams Mathew-
son, ona of the greatest of them all,
has only that onms fault, and the in-
stant the tide turns mguainst New York
every effort of the other players is to
slow down Mathewson und make him
hold the ball, instead of pltching as
svon as it returns to his handa,

L - »

One of the prettiest bita of brala
work was done by Laelfleld, by which
ha won & Bard fought game from Bos-
ton and staved off defeat by sheer
clevarneas, Plttsburg had been lead-
ing, but *the hreak” came agalnst tham
and Boston started slugging and pil-
ing up runa rapidly, untll one more
hit meant wigtory, when Blll Dahlen
came to bat. Dahlen is & dangerous
hitter “inside”"—which means when the
ball is pitched between bim and the
plate, and Leifield know this, =0 he
attemptad to moke his fast ball go
bigh and outside. Insteand the ball es-
caped him and went walst high across
the plate, on the mslds corner, Jjust
where Dahlen Ukea to hit. Dahlen, ex-
pecting a high fast one, waas surprised,
and swung ot the ball, missing It In-
stantly the entire Plttaburg team was
sereaming st Lelfield, abusing him for
making the blunder pand ordering him
not to plich inside sgwmin.

Leltield instantly decided Lhat, as
Dahlen had heard him ordered to keep
the ball aAway he would expect a fast
ball outsids, so Instead of pitching
thara, L he deliberataly repoated his
blundar and Dahlen struck agalp.
Clarks, angry and fearing Leifipid had
lost control and would lose the gume,
rushed in and orderad him to keap tha
ball outside. Lelifeld nodded assent,
but pitched the ball where Diahian likes
it best for the third time, and Dahlen
strack out Lecause he had been out-
guessed and outgeneraled.

Another game which Lelfiald won
late in 1908 after one of the hardest
struggles of the year, was won by his
brainy pitehing to Joha Kling, Chica-
go's beavy-hitiing catcher, whé camae
to bat In the elghth inning with men on
sotond and third bases and one out. Lei-
field pitched three balls o far (rom the
plats Kilng could not reach them, and
Kilng naturally supposed that Leifield
wans going to give him a bass on bulls,
fill the bases snd incresase the chances
for & double play, so he was stretching
s far as possible, hoping Leifisld would
pitch closs enough to the plats for him
to hit to rwight fleld Insteoad Lalfiald
ghot & fast ball siralght over the plats
and followsd this up by curying two
over, striking King out, and the reslt
was that Brown lost his first game in
thres yeara to Plitsburg.

- . .

There are three declslvs moments that
stand alone in baseball hismory. Puossibly
the groatest of thése was ths Mamous
tenth inning at Columbus, Q. when, with
one hit, “Blgy Dave" COrr decided the
American Association roce and kept Bt
Louls from breaking all records as a
penpant-winning team. Brooklyn and
8t Loufs prastically were tied for the
champlonship on the last day of the séa-
pon. If both teamws lost, or both won,
Bt. Louls would win ite Afth peanant. If
Bt. Louls won and Brooklyn lost, ths
Browns would have .the honors—but if
Brooklyn won and Bt. Louls lost, Brook-
Iyn would win  Brooklyn, playing In
the Emst, slrsaly had won, and 5t Louls
and Columbus were ted in the ninth lo-
ping. .St. Louis scorsd ons run In the
tooth—and with & runner on second basas,
two men out—and thres balls and two
ptrikes callad—Orr stood at the plate
with one ball left to declde the season.
He drove it over ths centsr finld fence—
sent home W runner ahead of him and
won the peunant for Brooklyn, his hir,
sccording to many, belng the jongest ever
mada

The famous sp!t ball pitehed by Jack
Chesbro, which slipped and beat New
York out of a pannant the pitch of
Theo Breftenstein, the veteran, which

A waster in n pltcher |

|

gave Nashville victory ia the ninth In-
ning of the last gumd of the season, and
with It ithe penpact, are limoric events
oI recent years.

The greatest individual feat ever par-
formed n a deci=lve nént—probably
In any moment—wns n culch by which
Bill Lange. now rotired, saved a game
for Chilcago and $200 for himsslf at Wash-
Ington yours ago. There is a story lead-
ing up to that play. Lange had miszed '
a train in Bomon two daye previous and |
falled to arrive In New York in time to]
play thers afd Anson had fioed him FHO.
Th pon Lange mimsed a irain 10

1Gn, t on the grounds after
rnoticed and just in Ume

. and #or that Auson
r §i0
wfternoon went 11 in-

nings, cigo scoring one run in the
1ith. Theore were two men oul, & runnse
on bascs, when Selbac one of the hapd-
et hitters of hia 11 nola the ball &

| tearful blow and sont £ ower
Lange's head towsrd tho center field
fonce. The hit secmed a sure home run,
but Lange, & man welghing 220 pounds,

turned and, hout look sprinted
de rate. towards 5 McH, THCO
ing with the fying ball. At the last In-

t, as the ball wpas golng over lils

san

head. Langa lenped, stuck up both hands
turned & somersmult and crashed Agnine
the fonoe The beards splintered, one
panel prashed outward and out of the
wreckage crawled Lange, holding the ball

1z his hand Lange came Hmping In,
with the crowd standing on seats, shout-
ing madly, and sald tp Anson: “Fines
go. Cap?* “Nopd,'' sald Anson, and the

catch had saved the big Oelder 3200
s ® e

Boores of miraculous individual feals
have been made In declding moments.
ane immy Ryan leaped #8n-

loacher bmrrier In the
1ingtos And caught &
£ Into the crowd. One
the greatest exhibitions of nerve and
eourage of that sort was given by Hughls
Jennings, now manager of Detroit, in & |
game at Chicago, when he was ;‘Iﬂ)’!::ﬁj
shortsiop the famous old Baltimore
team. The crowd had encircled the play-
ing fleld and wae surging closer and |
clomer to the Dbase linep as the battle!
progressed and, when the ninth tnning |
cama h ths mseore tied, ons out and
Bill Everstt on third base, it looksd as{
It Chicago bhad won and that Baltimoers,
by loping, would be compelled to surran-
dor tho pennant The balter hit & roul*
ball, High and into the crowd back of
third bass, a wwd ten deep, part n-"rlt-‘
ed, part kne with rows of Silil'llﬁ:lp;{

for

npuotators Jennings, taaring |
acrosy from shc ald mot hesilate. Burl-{
fng hlmself through the alr, He ocaught)

the Lnil over the hemds of the spectatosrs
and plunged down upon them, Ewveratt
moeantims had touched third base, turned
and was sprintlng for homa. Jenningw. |
climbing upon the heads and bodies of}
prostrate spectators;, throw to the plate,
cut off Everstt and In the next lmning®
Baltimorse won the guma,

That Baltimors crowd, a team of only |
foir pisyers winnlng by dash, nerve umli
courage, gave many exhibitions of Indl-

viduan! darving, but one of ths zreatast
won the feat of “Wee Wille"” Kealer on
the home grounds. Right fleld on the
Baltlmore grounds of thosé daoys wias the

&r It was down

hitl, rough and weedy, and back of It
was a high hill, pesullarly construsted for)
sdvertis NS Inside the fonces
sloped an angle of about & degrees, |
being siralght on the ouler side. BHoston |
was playing there late In Lhs ssason Ind
wiich the two teams had thelr frantiod

struggle for the pennant, and lute In the!
game, with runners on bases, Stahl drove
a long fiy to right that seomed likaly: to

win the gums for Hostom: Keeler, one
of tha fleetest mon in the business, sea-
Ing the ball was golng over his head,
leaped upon the slops of the fence and

started to run along it, golng highar and '
higher, and just as the ball was golng?
over the fence he caught 1. His mo-
mentum onrriagd him hlgher &long the in-
cline and before the big crowd realised |
he had caught the 1, Lo was running
along the top of and then,
unged over
and fell ocutside the grounds, Probably
never a ballplayer recelved such an out-
burat of applauss ns ha did when he
ollmbed over the fence and tossed the

Ball to the inflald
Another magnificent Indlvidual feat
was that of “"Dutch™ Schaefer, then De-
trolt's second baseman. In thoe opening
game of the world's chimplonship series
batweaen Deatroit and Chicago in 1807, n
gama which, for thrills and excitement,
was the greatest ever played. An Im-
mense crowd watched the battle and bothy
teams wers noar oxbaustlon in the i3th
inning from the suncession of tense situ-
atlons and desperate plays, The crowd
seathed and bubbled with excitement wnd
epouted voicanoesz of nolze at evory move
of the players. The soore was tled. Chl-
cago had a man on first bhase und two out
when Chanos hit one of the flerceat
drives of the year, & line amuash batwean
first and second which, if It cleared the
infiald, wan certain to go to the corner of
the grounds and bring home the run for
which the elnbas had fought for over two
hours. Schaefur, playing down near sed-
ond base, raced back tsn steps, lsaped, |
twiited, stuck up his gloved hand, with |
his back to the stand, and while twisting |
dragged down the ball, and the erowd
wea so stunned by the wonderful catsh
that it forgot to mppland until the um-
pire hnd stopped play and called tlml
gamo a draw. i
That same game, however, was thrown
away by Chicigo In the critical Instant
by Steinfeldt, who, in the stress of ex-|
citament, !lost hiz head and the gams at
the moment of victory, That was ins
the tanth inning when n wild throw Jet!
Gingle sprint for the plate, a8 Steinfeldt)
was batting. The ball was recoversd and |
thrown back to the plate, too late. 1IE
cama high and five feet to the left of
tha plate ns Elagle rsced across, and, In
that Instant, when the arowd thought
ths gume over, Stsinfeldt hunched his
shoulder, made the ball hiz him, prevent-
ing the flelder from getting It Slagls
promptly was called out becsussa of
Steinfaldt’s interferenca and the struggle
continued until Schuefer saved it by ke
wonderful catch.
.

thes
holding thes ball aloft,

- -

Somotimes the turning play of a gamse,
the ons that decldes It Is freaki=zh, and
one of the pddest froaks of récent yoars
happened in one of the bitter contasts
between the Chleage and New York
teams, an sccldent that gave New York
a vlatory, aod nlmost gave them the
champlionship. Chicago had runners on
firat and third buses, ons man out and
el Howard at the bat, when the fates
fnterfered. Howard hit a vicious bound-
ing drlve near second base, and Doyle
wiaa in front of the ball with Bridwell
standing on second bass to recelve the
throw and Telay the ball to first bass
to eomplete the Jdouble play. The ball
broke throopgh Doyle's hands and struek
his shinbone with terrific force. In-
stead of the error making Chicago's vie-
tory wasy, it beat the Cubs, for the ball
bouneing off Doyle's shin, went straight
into Bridwell's hands and resylted in &n
easy double play that deprived the cham-
ploms of the wvictary,

In that same sories there was one of
the grandsst exhibitions of genaralehip
and pltohing ever recorded. Crandall was
for New York, and the Glanis
gained o big lead early in the gamie.
When the ninth inning started with New
~York four runs ahead, Mathewson, who
had been warmed up and ready to rescus
Crandall,” thought the game safe and, re-
tiring to the clubhouse, distobed, got un-

der the shower balh, and prepa to.
don his wtreet clothes. Juat “the
| (» oF=d ©O POPR{ITOCA



