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WHAT THE STATES WANT.

A correspondent naks The Oregos
alan to deflne the Western ldea of
sonservation as opposed to the Fed-
eral polley, or Pinchotism, so-called.
The writer of the letter can probably
20 no better than read ths Salt Lake
address of Governor Hay, of Wash-
Ington, printed Friday, and the
resolutions adopted at the Balt Lake
conference of Governors, which ap-
peared yesterday. It would seem.
too. that carefu! peruszal of this paper
during tha last several months ought
1o haye matie clear to this correspond-
ent or anyons the just grievances of
the states against the Government.

The states of the West, which have
moe: at stake In operation of the lat-
ter-day scheme of conservation, In-
tend also, if possible, to have nome-
thing to say about what shall be done
with the public lands. They have
only lately awakened to the tramen-
dous blight Pinchotism has placed and
will continae to place on thelr devel-
apment. They bave found that the
wholesale withdrawal of mighty areas
of the public domain has rvetarded
sstilemant. discouraged Immigration
and increased the hold of monopoly
upon the timber areas and power sites
without the reserved space. Governor
Hay states that the radical Finchot
policy operating !n Washington has
focreased the value of the Weyerhaeu-
ser holdings jn the gigantle sum of
$100,000,000. The great timber bar-
ons are highly favorable to Pinchot-
fhm. The less avallable tmber thers
8 for the publlc the higher value, of
course, they are able to place on thelr

ons

Under the
stheme one-third
thirds of ldaho, a fourth
ten and large parts of Colorado,
Wyoming and other Western states
have been withdrawn from settlement
Water-power sites have been made
Ipaccessible The Government under-
fakes to hold Western people from
the resources of public lands within
their borders. It puls over them &
ot of salaried agents sent out from
the theoretical and impracticable cen-
tars of the East. It donles the public
the right to pass through the reserves
without manctlon. They cannot make
Bomes on the land nor obtaln timber,
water power or, minerals. The Gov-
arament treats the states aa mere
sards and denles their people acces
fe thelr own heritage

The states want the
sped. They want them settled
want thelr resources properly util-
fged. They want control over the
Waler powera, for inm the states the
title of such streams ls vested. They
want bomes made, towns bullt, Indus-
tries encoursged and civilization sub-
stituted for the howiing wilderness.
They believe that the proper attitude
af the Government Is that the public
Iands are a mere trust held by the
Goverament for the growing states.
They think that the Natien should
So~operate with the states in legisla-
fion for the purpose of utilization of
the resources within the states and
#ant subject the states and their citl-
sens always to the complicated, ex-
Saperating and unreasonuble opera-
tlon of the present Federal conserva-
tion laws.

We think, in briefl. that the first
Quty of the Govesnment Is lo permit
these lands to be settled, cultivated
and civilisad for the beneflt of the
people who liye, or seek to live, om
fhem. and mot for the benefit of the

Federal conservation
of Oregon, two-
af Washing-

lands devel-
They

Kational Treasury, and the great
Bhorde of conservation employes and
expense.

Axents maintained at public

FOREST FIRES IN FOUR STATES

1f forest flres continue to wips out
tract after tract of splendid trees In
Montana, Idaho, Washington and Ore-
son st the rate of the three woeka
past, & huge hole will soon be dumt
In the standing timber of all four
states. Sooner or later the long-
promised rain will have extinguished
farmes and put an and to the destruc-
tion which all effort of man has
perved feably to stay. Forestas will
ba once more accesaible and the hot
and blackened tralls opened agaln for
travel Losses will bs measured,
boundaries reset and the balance de-
tarmined by the crulsers between tim-
bar ruined and that burnt over but
still In some sense marketable. Then
many ar opinton will come to be re-
made, and the views of some of us
sm forest conservation will have
gained fresh light.

The fMfrst guestion put will be:
Whose fault i» it that early efforts
falled when flres were smaill to held
them from passing all control? Some-
one will reply: They started in the
forest reserve: thera were not enough
FRRgErs ROT enough men to by hired
Bt eoarly stages to stay the [Names,
Others will say: The fire began in the
great tracts owned by the Weyerhaeu-
ser people and others aof the Bg cor-
poratiocs. and they were not organ-

ponwse, as trustee for the property of
the nation and of the future citizen-
owner. .

But fires stretch to and from these
Government lands from and to ad-
folning lands in private ownership.
How ghall such lands be guarded or
fires extingulshed? The organisation
and contro! of such efforts should
surely be that of the state. Here
enter two conslderations. The state
aowes protection to her citizens, spe-
clally when damnage to one destroys
the property of many. It seems pilain
that tHo basis of taxation for fire pro-
tection should bte the wvalue of each
individaal ownership. The Immense
morth of standing timber, if rightly
computed, would easily pay a tax for
fire protection. The charge on each
district would naturally rise with the
vaiue of the timber thereln and the
larger fund be avallable for greater
needs.

THE DISTRESSED PESSIMIST.

It must be very distressing to the
few pesslmista who have been pre-
dicting a siump In Portland to note
that the eighth month of the year ls
drawing to a close with bank clear-
ings, bullding permits, postoffice re-
ceipts, ste., stlll breaking records, and
no sign of a relapse visible. But one
other city of Portland’s ciass In tha
United States mafle a heavier gain in
bank clearings last woek. The near-
est approach of any of the blg Coast
cities was San Francisco, with a gain
of 6.5 per cent, compared with 30.9
per cent galn by Portland. Seattls
and Los Angeles both showed de-
creases. Bullding permits for the
first half of the month wers $500,000
in excess of those for any correspond-
ing period, and postoffice recelpta
showed a galn of nearly 10 per cent
over August last year, although at
that time the city was crowded with
visitors who came West to the Seattle
Exposition,

Thess Interesting figures have bean
printed in detall and are only men-
tioned at this time to show the utter
Inck of foundation for any pessimistic
preachings. Yet the cry of the pessi-
mist Is heard, and has some effect.
Many u solvent bank has been driven
into insolvency by just such unfound-

ed and unwarranted discussion as
ssems to afford pleasure to the
chronie pessimist. The clear-headed,
patriotic cijizen, In taking note of

these numerous features, which point
so clearly to unmistakable prosper-
ity, will resson that the Immense
sums being spent by the rallroads in
developing new country, and by the
tens of thousands of new settiers that
nre pouring Into the Northwest, will
not precipitate a stump. He will rea-
pon that with graln crops worth more
than $60.000,000, and with frult, hops,
lumber and livestock worth more
than $60.000,000, to be turned off this
year, nothing but an artificial scare

and wholesale misrepresentation of
facts can produce trouble.
The pessimistic croaker, who &l-

ways lives in the past and to whom
thae future Is an impenetrable wall,
sees none of thesse tangible factors
which make prosperity, and harks
back to years ago, when the popula-
tion and development of the country
were so meager that legitimate com-
parison with present conditions and
proepects was an impossibility. For-
tunately, the pessimists are dally be-
coming scarcer.

UNFUNISHED CRIME.

While listening to the volces of the
many prophsets who describe the dan-
gers which beset clvilisation In the
United States, one a occasionally
moved to ask whether some of the
perils which they enumerats are not
fanciful. The thought inevitably In-
trudes that If they all are real our
doom Is sealed and it is just as well
to sit down and have s good time
while the frall old machine holds to-
gether. The day of wreck Is bound
ta come any way In spite of all we
might do, it would seem, and it b
best therefore to eat. drink and be
merry ere tha pitocher is broken at
the fountain or the wiieel at the cls-
tern. Some of our Jeremlahs empha-
pize one impending woe, some an-
other, but they all agree that without
the interventjon of a miracle, and a
pretiy stiff one at that, the country
{s going to the bow-wows, Predatory
wealth looms up before one school of
prophets as the woman of Babylon
who hath made us drunken with the
wine of her abominations. The alll-
ance between big business and politica
appears to another school as the beast
with seven heads and tem horms to
whom it is given to make war upon
the salnts and overcome tham. Judge
George C. Holt, of the Federal District
Court of New York, discerns in un-
punished crime and mob rule a mon-
ster which sooner or later will bring
us all to perdition.

Judge  Holt's address upon “Un-
punished Crime,” delivered last June
beforsa the Wisconsin State Bar Asso-
clation, has been published In the In-
dependent for August 11 and ls now
pccesalble to everybody. Very likely
it will be widely read and excite deep
reflection, but It Is pot to be supposed
that its conclusions will Impress all
readers allke. Some will sccept and
gome will reject them. For example,
Judges Holt seema to bellava that glee-

| tive judges are more opan to iImproper

foed, and thelr lands wers not guarded |
by men enocugh t¢ stop the damage. |

And one more will say: The setiler,

tn sach and such a disriet, or the lo- |

eal sawmill owner, set fire in the
alsshings and it broke away and up

infinences than thoss who are ap-
polnted for life. This oplnlon is open
to seridus objections. All judges are
sccused more or lesa vigorousliy of
partiaiity snd political bles sometimes
and the Federal judges, who are ap-

| pointed for life undergo fully ss much

the mountain before they could do a |

thing ta put It oul. Aad every an-
swer may be true. Forest fires, (n

point with no reason to show why.
U the careless hunter or thought-

of this criticlsmn a8 thelr elective
brethren. THat the eslective judpe la
tempted to curry faver with tha voters
may be admitted candidly, but, on the
other hand, the appointive judge Ia
equally tempted to win the good will

before it can De belleved, and It will
be met by the counter mssertion that
appolintive judges do not enforca the
law wigorously against corporations
bacause the latter control the power to
which they look for promotion. Com-
parisons between the efficlency of ap-
pointive snd eloctive judges are upon
the whole rather futile. Good Jawyers
are commoniy of tha opinion that a
man of proper judicld) character will
do well upon the bench no matter
whether the President or the clectorats
puts’ him thers, On the other hand,

|

where there is comradeship among the
plekers, where adequate provisions
have been made for their comfort,
and where prudent moral supervision
is exercised over tha young people
among them, who find in the hop har-
vest a September outing, at once re-
munerative and enjoyable.

The occasional tragedy ‘and the too
fréquent scandal that have found ex-
ense for pcourring in the unsupervised
assoclations in the hopyards of boys
and girls whoss emotions are & most
unsafe guide, lend thelr warning to

if he Is a truckler and a sycophant, l parents and others In authfrity, to
what is bred In the bone will come out | the end that thewe sorrowful inci-

fn his conduct on the

bench as it |

dents of past years be not repeated.

will overywhere slse. We are brought | It s well to remember In this con-

back, in discussing this question, to
the fundamental lmportance of per-
sonal character. The discussion of
every other political and ethical ques-
tion brings us to the same goal

The reader of Judge Holl's Import-
ant articla will be inclined to declde
that he is an observer rather than a
philosopher. He gees cortaln phe-
nomena very clearly, but when it
comes to [nterpreting them one can
not follow him with entire confidence.
There Is not 8 word In his address
about the causes which have produced
Iynehings and mob law in the United
States, nor does he tell us why crime
is so often unpunished. It is the un-
derlying causes of mobs and unpun-
ished crime which constitute the real
danger to our civilizsation. Remove
them and we should not be troubled
with lynehings, while criminals would
be dealt with promptly and adequate-
ly. To be sure, Judge Holt enumerutes
certain hablts which he takes for the
causes of mob wviolence and crimes
against life. Our National liking for
revolvers is one of them. The indis-
eriminate sale of dynamite Is another.
Judge Holt would forbld the sale of
revolvers to evervbody but thosa who
have been licensed to possess them.
He would greatly reatrict the right to
purchase high explosivea.

Sensible people will say at once that
ha is right about thess things. Still the
propensity to wear revolvers is not
the disease from which we suffer. It
ts only a symptom. Even if wa were
all forbidden by law to duy or carry
pistols, nelther our behavier nor our
feellngs toward law and our fellow
men would be much ailtered. Crime
would be about as common then as it
is now. The man who breaks the law
againat carrying weapons {5 in mo
more danger of punishment than the
breaker of any other law.

This brings us to the basic question
which we have been getting ready to
ask. What Is the use of piling up new
restrictions upon the conduct of the
citizen =0 long &s we canpot enforce
those which aiready exist? Crime Is
undoubtedly gaining the upper hand
in this country, just as Judge Holt
says, and to the lay mind the reason
why s not at all obscure, It Is two-
fold. On the one hand we have (oo
many laws and they are too complex
and contradictory. On the other
hand, the courts and lawyers are too
much occupled In annulllng, evading
and triffing with the law. Infuse Into
the judiclary a resolute determination
to apply the plain meaning of the stnt-
utes Inatead of subtly “interpreting”
them: cure Judges of the habit of an-
nulling legisiation which does not
strike them as proper; inspire law-
yers with a spirit of obedience to the
Iaw and sweep the courts clear of
useless technicalities and the end of
mob rule would not be far off. 8o
long as the Inw is treated in its own
temples ax & thing ta be sluded and
trifled with, how can the laity be ex-
pected to bow In reverence before 1t?

AN EXOEITION.

The Pendleton East Oregonian is
greatly disturbed over the proposal to
divide Umagtilla County nnd create Or-
chard County, and falls in gracefully
with the suggestion that all the
county division measures should
probably be rejected for the reason
that they ars “local questions”™ They
are loecal questions and they should
be determined by the people of the
territory concerned or by the Lagisla-
ture.

The East Oregonlan, which is one of
your people-must-rule-at-any.cost pa-
pers, now has an uncomfartable ap-

plication of its own theories right at

home. Why shouldn't the people rule
on this Umatilla-Orchard County mat-
ter, as well as in all other matters
over which the people may determine
to take jurisdiction? They ahouldn't,
becauses It is proposed to divide Uma-
tilla County and the Pepdleton paper
doesn‘t want Umatilla County cut in
two. Therefors the FPandlston paper
finds an important and selfish excep-
tion to the rule of the people.

Yet the people may know just as
mueh about county divislon asa about
many other quaestions to be eubmitted
under the Initiative, Will any one
say that the public as a whole will be
able to have & clear view of propor-
tional representation, a complicated
and elaborate scheme set forth In a
measure of vast length? 1t Is enough
that the electorate should be required
to pass on the primary question as to
whether it should or should not have
proportional representation, voling
“yes™ or “no.” But hew can the vot-
ers In mass “leglalate” on the ques-
tion, working cut its detsils, consider-
ing ita various phases, or making
needed revisions, and accepting or re-
jecting any pertinent amendments? It
cannot be done. Moreover, the peo-
ple do not try to do It. If they favor
the prinociple of proportional represen-
tation they must adopt the exact
method, to its last detall and In its
most minute particular, offersd by the
Oregon City law factory.

Herein ia the great evil of direet
legislation. It 1s the feature that Is
growing modre and more Impossible
and dangerous, And that, unless regu-
iated and confined to simple and ele-
mentsl gquestions or Issues, must
eventually break down the entive sys-

tem.
——————
—————————

HOPS AND HOP-FICKING.

Hops throughout the Willamaette
Vailey, except upon the uplands, that
sre dralned of molsture by the long
drouth. promise a fuir yield. What
is of greater Importance, the erop I8
entirely free from the pests thut in
humld sessons besiime and practically
destroy it. Favorable weather at plek-
ing tima, which will probably begin a
few dayw sariier this year than usual,
and = sufficlent number of careful
hands to strip the clusters from the
return to

i

|

nection that girls and boys at what
is sometimes chhracterized as the fool
age, or more euphoniously as the
impressionable age, are neither moral
nor Immoral; they ars simply unmoral
and veer this way or that accornidg to
environment, or to restraint or the
lack of it. Let them go to the hop-
yards, enjoy the outing. and eamrn
money for thelr school books and
Winter clothing. But go with them,

parents or duly constituted caretakers, ,

to the end that the outing be not
productive of much mors harm than
good,

COMPETITIVE FARMERS' UNIONS.

According to a Walla Walla dis-
pateh in The Oregonlan yestsrday,
the officlals of the farmers unions of
Oregon, Washington and Idaho have
asked for & conference with the traf-
fic officials of the three trans-can-
tinenta! raflroads with a view of se-
curing & lower rate on wheat to Enst-
ern polunts. The Inland Empire farm-
ers are of opinlon that the present
rate of 30 cents per bushel is too
high and belleve that, If it were to be
reduced, they could =hip wheat Into
tha Eastern localitles where the grop
s short., Just how much of that 80-
cent rates would have to be deducted
in order to admlit of the diversion of
wheat from it4 usual route to the
world’s murkets s uncertain. It Is
possible, however, if the raliroads
woild baul it East at no higher rate
than it s hauled West to the Pacific
Coast, soume business might be worked.

Quite naturally an Invaslon of the
Bastern whedtgrowers' fleld by the
North Pacific growera’ would not be
relished by the growers who find a
market in Missourl River territory.
1f the movemecnt should reach very
large proportions the price of the
Bastern cereal might be affected to
the extent of several cents per bushel
The views of the Eastern grower who
Is now selling his wheat at Missourl
River points at about $1 per bushel
will hardly accord with those of the
North Pacific farmers' union. The
sacred ldol of protection has many
wrorshipers In the region on which the
Oregon, Wushington and Idaho wheat-
growers are planning an invasion, and
the threat that a reduction of the
duty might bring Canadian wheat
Into thelr markels always causes &
furors among the Eastern farmers.

The situntion offers somae Interest-
ing points on the ethics of the farmers’
union here and Iin the East. Wheat
ls high In the East, because the crop
is short. Bastern members of the
farmers’ unlon naturally desire to
take advantage of strength In the
statintical position, but, 1f thelr
Western brethren are successful In
securing lower freights all of the ad-
vantage which they now possess will
be nullified. Fortunstely for the in-
terests of peace In the unlon famlily,
the Pacifle Coast, markets are still
50 far above the Chicago parity that
there ls =small likelihood of the rall-
roads putting In & rate low enough to
bring the Western farmera’ union into
direct and costly competition with the
Eastern farmers’ union., Europe as
usual will supply the market and buy
the surplus grain from both sides of
the Rocky Mountains.

LIGHT UPONX MARES.

The conditton of things upon the
planet Mars continues to excite con-
troversy among the astronomers.
Since the unsatisfactory outcome of
thelr predictions concerning the late
lamented comet, these asvants have
not been so forward as they were for-
merly in making positlve statements
about the unknowable. Still they can-
not be accused of excessive modesty.
Though they admit that they have no
accurate way of finding out_exactiy
what goes on In Mars, nevertheless
some of them ars zealous bellevers
that it is a dead world Inhabited only
by the ghosts of departed populations.
Others hold that It ls fllled with a
bugy throng of plutocrats and wage
slaves bent upon getting the better of
one another just as they are in our
own lovely sphere. To the Ilatter
opinion Professor Lowell of Harvard
adheres, while the European astrono-
mers with scarcely an exception are
convinced that Mars is extinct like the
moon. The famous canals which to
Professor Lowell furnish evidence that
Mars is inhabited by Intelligent hus-
bandmen are to his opponents noth-
ing morse than flssures in the surface
caused by contraction as the planet
oools.

Mars s & great deal farther from
the sun than the sarth is. It lles
outside the compiss of our trajectory
through space, and since the light and
heat which a planet receives from the
sun decrease Inversely as the square
of tha distance, it will be plain to
everybody that it can neither be so
u.mamnnmhahunu!th
here. This might bs & Dblesssing on
some occasions, but upon the whole
such a condition is undesirable. For
{nstanee, less than half as much heat
flows to Mars from the sun as to the
esarth. Hence the tey perature there
never can be high enough to support
vegstation of the kind we are familiar

with. H. G. Wells in his story of the |

men who voyaged to the moon gels
over this diffienlty neatly by furnish-
ing our satellite with a flora com-
posed entirely of fungl, plants of the
mushroom species. The cattle of the
moon feed on the fungl and the men
feed on the cattle. The arrangement
seoms to work pretty well In the
moon, at least In Mr. Wells' hook.

Perhaps something of the same
sort has been evalved In Mars so that
intelligent belngs can survive there
even if it is rather wintry the greater
part of the year. Upon the moon the
{nterchange of seasons I8 necessarily
rapid. It Is Summer when the face
is turned toward the sun and Winter
when it Is turned away. Thus the
length of the seasons is the same as
that of day and night. The moon
turns on her uxls once a month, not
once in. nty-four hours lke the
dant,

arid sterility and kil ua all is the]
beneficent fact that the fhtmosphere

&ctls as @ scresn. 1t not only mitigates

the torrid rage of the sunbeams, but

{t storea them up for future use. It
is also full of meisture which now and |
then descends In grateful showers,

though ususlly at a time when they ’
are not desired. Things are differeat

on the moon. There, according to the

learned, thera Is no atmosphere. The

orh fioats unprotecied In the solid

ether. To provide for this Inconveni-

ent clreumstance Mr. Wells furnished

his travelers with a quantity of artifi-

clal air. The gassous envelope which

once surrounded the moon they found

frozen Into grest lumps which melted
and ‘ran down the sglopes in dancing

cascades when Spring opened.

It is well known that the moon's
surface is broken Imto wvast flssures
which may possibly lead down to the
center of the sphere, Of course, what-
ever water there was formerly on our
satellite has sunk Into these enormous
caverns. There It rhay lle In tha form
of lakes or sublunar seas with cities
on their shores and fleets navigating
their waveless expanse. This s an-
other pleasing fancy of Mr, Wells, who
gives tha men dweliing In the Interior
of the moon the appearance of ants.
Mars, of course, would have longer
seasons than the moon since It takes
the planet more than ons of our years
to revolve around the sun, but If it Is
really a.frozen world as the astrono-
mers are disposed to teach, It cannot
have elther alr or water upon it= sur-
face. The canais of which we read so
mueh are simply abysmal fissures and
the former oceans lla far down In
thelr depths. Ewven If all this Is true
there may still be intelligent Martians,
but it is certain that they do not dwall
upon the surface of the planet. Like
the moonmen of Mr. Wells they must
live deep In the ground and perhapa
evolution has tranaformed them into
some shape like that of burrowing in-
sects. Insectz are the most Intelll-
gent creatures next to men in this
world and it is regsonable to supposs
that In other planets they may be the
rullng race. They may attain that
eminence sometime even here. In
some particulars, that of go-operation,
for instance, both ants and bees are
more Intelligent than men. If their
evolution should ever take a frosh
start, as Is entirsly possaible, they may
surpass us and drive us off the planet.

But we need not give up all hope
of communicating with the Martians,
even though It should be proved that
they live imn fathomless caverms. No
doubt they visit the surface now and
then when the sun is shining and the
cosmic cold has been tempered by his
rays. The stern conditions of their
life has probably quickened thelr in-
telligence so that they are alert to
notice anything unusual in the sky
and keen to interpret it. Hence If we
should display some striking signal
such as many astronomers have advo-
cated, perhaps they woild notice 1t
and In time ws might arriyve atl a sy=-
tem of telegraphy. It wouid certain-
I¥ be a comfort to tell our sorrows to
another world and perhuaps the psople
of Murs might help us solve some
problems which seem to be beyond our
terrestrial capacity.

ANNUAL SHORTAGE OF LABOR.

From numerous points In the In-
Jand Emplire come reports of a short-
age of help. In someo localities where
the grain ripened rapidly there will
be considerable loas through inability
of the farmera to save it befors it
shatters and s lost. Thls condition,
instead of showing Improvement, be-
comes worse each year, and clearly
indicates that the Introduction of
labor-saving machinery has falled to
prove In the slightest degree detri-
mental to the cause of labor. JIn the
past five years several hundred com~-
bined harvesters have been placed In
service in the wheat belt. While each
of these machines, with a crew of five
men, can handle mors grain than
fifty men with the old equipment,
there has been &t no time gince the
{ntroduction of the combine a surplus
of harvest hands.

Not until the coming of the mil-
jennium will it be poasible to inducs
all of the abie-bodled |dle men in the
country to work. The soft grass of
the parks, the alluring chin music of
the street-corner anarchist, the mei-
fow sunlight glinting through the
trees which shade the park benches,
and the fragrant North End free
luniches combine to form wurban at-
tractions that chain thousands of men
to the city at s time when their serv-
{ces are much needed In the country.
Life in the Oregon country is one
unending round of toll at good wages,
If the indivjdual cares to exert him-
self. If the harvest field with Iis
high wages proves unsatisfactory,
there are fruit to be picked, potatoea
to be dug snd general farm work in
wholesale quantities.

Tt might be supposed thet this labor
that has fled from the wheat fields
of the Inland Empire had sought tha
camps of the rallroad contractors.
This, however, !5 an error, for on
nearly all of the new projects now
under way in the Pacific Northwest
there Is a8 scarcity of men, and thes
men coming, the man going, and the
men in camp, are forces of about
equal strength. The combined har-
vester may not have increased the
demand for ferm labor, but If it has
décreased it, thers is nothing in evi-
dence that points to such an economlic
condition, The strawberry culturists
end the graoln growers have had to
wrestle with the problem of help, and
in & degres have lost. The apple fruit-
growers and the hopgrowers will be
the next to suffer by the shortage, but
thers {s mothing In the present situa-
tion that offers any hope that there
will bs any thinning in the ranks
ths park loungers or the North En
strest-corner statesmen, whe nightly
settls the affairs of state. ]
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ABUNDANT OCEAN TONNAGE.
The 10,000-ton freighter EKumeric
salled from Portland with
730,000 feet of lumber and 300 tons
of flour, practically as much cargo as
Is earried by the average coaster. The
Kumerle returns to Puget Sound to
complete her cargo at that port. More
frelght was svailable bere, but as the
stesmer ¥ had space engage-
ments from the Puget Sound ports,
she cleared with the com ¥
smill shipmentsa mentioned. The
| transaction ia interesting, (llustrating
as it does the super-abundancs of
tonnnage which is at the disposal of
any shipper who can sell goods In
forelgn countries. It demonstrates In
the clearest possible manner that the

belng so low that the profit, if thm‘
was any, must have been small in- |
deed. The Kumerlc is ope of the
iargest freighters that ever entered
the Columbia River, but the quest for
cargo 1s so keen that her agents have
already announced that a sister ship
will soon be placed on berth here to
jond a part cargo at rates no higher
than were paid on the Kumoric. Nor
1% this keen competition for cargo con-
fined to the great lners of the Ku-
meric type. Nearly every ftramp
steamer that enters the vriver for
lumber shifts to from two to four
ports In pleking & cargo, although
each change involves eXira eXxpense
in addition to the time lost. During
the past week steam tonnage has
been plentifully offered In the Port-
land market to carry grain from this
clty, 14,000 miles, through two oceans,
on the bnsis of $6 per tonp of 2000
pounds. 3

This abundance of tonnage, which
makes low rates snd keen competi-
tion in sccommodating the shippers,
is not a local condition. It Is world-
wide In iis extent, and demonstrates
in the most effectual manner that our
forelgn trade is not suffering In the
slightest degree by any lack of ocean
transportation facllities.

Sympathy {s certalnly the due of
the woman who applied for diverce in
Oregon Clty & few days ago, after en-
during tha hard life of which she
mads complaint before the court for
full fortyv-nine years. If the half that
she elleged In her complaint, of the
indignities and cruelties of past vears,
suffered at the hands of a brutal hus-
band, is true, the wonder In the case
is, mot that.she seeks reiease from
bondage in her old age. but that she

"did not seek and find it in her youth,

while yet life held something of
promise for her. Hsaving “worked
like a2 siave” as she alieges, to help
sccumulate the property and haome
now in her husband’'s name and re-
celved kicks and curses for her pains,
this woman has at length arisen in
her might and seeks not only divorce,
but permanent alimony of $10,000 &s
her share of tha accumaulstions of
forty years. The property, all in the
husband's name, is sald to be worth
$50,000. Omne-fifth of this !=s surely &
modest demand for a partner who has
given nearly half & century of strenu-
ous endeavor to its accumulation.
e s

n should think twice be-
fore it county prohibition, or local
option, ofn the pecple. Evan the county
unit seamn to be too largs to be satlsfac-
tory. This has besn damonstrated in
Union County. In the rural districts pro-
hibition soems to work mach Dbetter than
in ecities the aize of La Grande. for here
respected,

the law ls nat and tha sale of
liguor & according to the general opinlon,
continued.—La Grands Obsarver.

The Oregonlan has not urged county
prohibition. It has merely inquired
why the prohibitionists and so-called
local optionists, who once were In-
dignantly and universally stigmatiz-
ing as “‘saloonists” and “allles and
hirelings of liguor” all that ventured
to oppose prohibition with the county
as a unit, and who all the time and
everywhers declared the right and
privilege of every county to declde the
saloon gquestion for ftself, are now
using the same adjectives and epithets
in denouncing all who demand the
right of local or county option for
Multnomah. That Is all. Meanwhlile,
it Is wall for the prohibitionists and
all other interestad persons to note
what ths Observer has to say about
the fallure of prohibition in Union

County.

Tha

Thers would seem to be no valld
reason why owners of automoblles
who drive their own machines should
be excused from taking the examina-
tion prescribed for lcenssd chauf-
feurs. No driver, man or woman,
whether he or she owns the automo-
bile or not, should be permitted,
through probable ignorance of the
management and control of the ma-
chine, to place life on the public
streets or highways In jeopardy. It
makes little difference to the luckless
pedestrian whether he is run down
by &n automobile in charge of Its
owner or ona with & hired chauffeur
at tha wheel.

In 1883, when the Northern Pacific
first ran through trains into Portiand,
no ons was so optimistic as to believe
that within a quarter of a century
there would be enough traffic in Pa-
ecific Coast territory to support six
mors transcontinental roads on Amer-
ican soil. But the end i= not yet. In
this connection it Is worth remarking
that the Western Pacific, which opens
for through traffic tomorrow, passes
close to the Oregon line &s It goes
through- Nevada. A branch Into
Southeastern Oregon, and ultimatsly
continuing to Portland, is a strong
probability.

It other cities have pneumatic tubea
connecting unlon depots with the
postoffice, why not Portland? Don't
we contribute our full share of profit
on postal business? Is there another
place of Portiand's size that does
mors to stop the annual deficit?

All of Portland's sctivities which
may bes accurately measured have
kept at the top notch throughout this
year—all except the rain. There is o
deficlency of 2.66 inches. Hope of
catching up by September 1, When the
time limit expires, is small.
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One of the Beptember magazines
has an erticles on the awakening of
Arkangas. BShe didn’t make enough
nolse getting up to be heard outside
of the state.

Can any rational, unprejudiced
man, east or west of the Rockies, find
fault with the comservation piatform
prepared at the conference of Western
Governors?

Two expeditions having failed to get
to the top of Mount McKinley this
season, opportunity offers ftaelf to

Moissant to get his name on the front |

page.

As the campalgn progresses, the
chasm doesn’t seem to grow so nar-
row that Taft snd the Colonel can
clasp hands across It .

Bouthwestern Washington Is quile
‘as welcome to & reserved seat in the
Commercial Club as rain in the burn-

What ambitions will not be roused
among an army of baliplayers If Al
Spaulding should winm the Californla
Senntorship.

ﬂ
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‘of Lincoin High
we can take Up &

Bchosi off our minds,
‘& fireproof audltor-

TOPICAL VERSE

A Cup o' Good Coffee.

You msy talk about your clarsts, your
ales and your wines,
And’your champagne the table adorn-
nE.
You may sing of your beer, but I tell
you right here,

Gilve me cup o gvod coffes’'n tho
morning.
The fizx of the fountain I yearn nnt
to hear,
The sherbat or college I ever am
scorning;
Hut the sound I prefer is the coffea-
pot's purr.
And & cup o good onffee’n Lthe morn-
ing. W
You may talk of the thrill of the
Iwenty-year-old,
QOf the color the wine cup adornine;
But I sing with a will of the genuln#
thrill
Of a cup o good coffes’'n the morn-
ing!
—Borlon Herald.
ST ~{
Milady Nicotine and I.
Milady Nicotine and I have called it off.
Cur love is dead.
And love that lr Milady's eye has
turned to scorafulness Insioad

We two that 20 years wers wed In spirit
have agreed to qult,
And lo! Miludy f& nhoad
and the llke, to-wit:
Four plpes,
One tobaccoe jur,
Thraa ash trays,
And one frog
Jackat

Milady Nlcotine and I wers long time
quite a loving paln
But all of that is past and gons and
nowadays we neliher care.
We pass with nothing but & stare, but
still my expectation Ia
That she’ll return Iin good repalr my
own engagement pledges, vis:
One average weight,
Two clear eyes,
And one feel-llke-something.
—8t. Louls Post-Dispateh.
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A Migh 0Old Time.

Hia wife's gone to the country.
He sings in accants lIght.

Of pastimes gay throughout the day
And soclal games by night

But ‘spite of all his joking,
Inspect him close snough,

And you will see, 'twixt you and me
His gayety's a blufl.

in presonts

locked smoking

He simply goes on working
Liks any othar man.
When day Is gone he slts out on
The front step with = fan.
His hosiery needs mending:
His buttons, too, are lost.
The morning meal s an ordeal,
And dinner is & frost.
every pay day.
And malls his varnings hard
And without fail enclhi morning's mall
Brings bim a plcture card,
And yet the playful nelghbora
Come 'tound to him and say:
"Enjoy yvourself, you glddy elf;
Your wife bhas gone away!”’
—Sealecled

He goues out

= eSS
Love (In a Parenthesis).

(John K. LeBaron In Smart Hat)
In our lttle boat
Wa drift and float
Under the sheltering Lrees,
And I fell the fiush
Of her chesi’s warm blush,
Aw It's kissed (by the paszing breese),

In our little canos
That was built for two,
Just two and not any
We loaf and love
(The stars above)
As we hug and hug (the shore).
e it
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What Makes Home.

It T had wealth and I had health,
And I'd & roof abovae me,

It 1'd a wife, to cheer my life,
But not one chlld to love me,

No rosy-llppad young lsughing miss,
No bright-eved, rogulsh laddie, =

I'd cearch the town, both up and down,
Till one should call ime daddie.

1 would not have a roof that na'er
Know sound of childish chatier,
Nor keep s floor unteddied o'er
By little feet thal patter.
Nor would I hang upon my walle
Great plotures just to show them,
Unloss o tot had left a lot
Of finger marks below them.

1 would not llka to setile down
Within my old armchsalr,

And take my esse, with empty knees—
1 want & youngster thare.

Likewise, with everything I have,
How incomplete ‘twauld be,

Unless 1 had a girl or lad
To share It all with me.

And so 1 say, If T hagd wealth
And hasd a roof sbbve me,
1t I'd o wifa to chear my ilte,
But had no child to love me.
Then I would search both up and down,
To beg or buy or borrow.,
A child to ba a part of me—
1T'd have one hers LomoTrow
—Egar A. Glnst, In Detrolt Frea Prosa.
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Whare Baby Is.

I uymed to meat hlm on the road, right
class to every da®

And "Wish I was whers baby Is.” this
drummer man would say.

Heo amiled with us and smoked with us
and swapped his yarns and all.

But when the twillght time grew nigh
znd night began to tall,

He'd always hesve s wistful sigh and
pull his pocketbook

And at a Jot of kodak-shots wouli
long and fondiy iook.

Then hs would say: “Did wall today,
and business is blz,

But wouldn't it be fine sach night 12
be where Baby 187"

Heo was no mollycoddls man, this chap
who lusged a grip

And mingiled with the rest of us on
many & tiresoma trip:

I never stked him If ba had grand-
fathers and all that,

But yet 1 knew his blood was blue, each
evening as.he sat

And conned ths kodak piciures o'er In
wistful solitaire

And breathed for that wee toddling son
one long. unspoken prayer.

He might not be an F. F. V.. yot royal

kith was his,

We knew sho heard him wish each day
“to be whero Bahy 8"

—Baitimore Evening Sun.

Teddy's Task.

Onh, what will Teddy do?
Oh, what will Teddy do. yYou anle,
Wil he select some mighty tnsk—
Or in fume's sunshine {dly bask?
Ah, 1t we only knewi

Oh, what will Teddy do, you say;
All men the answer seek;
Has ho coma home sgain to stay,
Or wiit he pack and bie away
Te hunt big same and apeak?

Oh, what will Teddy do. you ¢ry—
On every slde It's heard;

You wonder if he'll learn to fiy

Ang write now stuff about the sky,
At rocord price per word.

on, what will Teddy do, say you—
The query stirs ths breezes;
But 1 can twell just what he'll doj

e ke




