BY RENE MANSFIELD.
- ME. LA MODE i= no respeactar of
M history, chronology, nor seasons,
In less than a twelvamonth she
has stepped nirily out of Eing Dago-
bert’'s toggery into the culrasa of the
Middle Agens and thence {nto the courtly
costumeg of Louls the Fifreenth’'s time.
Now her capricious head has been
turned by military regailia and though
the Sumuner months are approaching,
she is donning the modified uniform of
the Russian Coasack, with complets in-
differenca to the fact that it is obvi-
ously n Winter effect. So the puszzled
purveyors to her ladyship's whims have
had to skirmish exceedingly to zdapt
the style to Bpring and Summer usage.
The result is an Infinite variety of
bloused and belted garments, but ail
slfowing the unmistakable Russian in-
fluence, even to the trimmings of
broderie russe and the buckles and
c¢jasps bearing the Russian eagle's head.
Conservative buyers in this country,
however, sound a warning note in the
declaration that the Russian models
will undoubtedly be favored in the
dregsier sults and three-plece costumes,
but that the seven-eighths fitting tall-
ored suits, 26 to 32 inches In length,
will easlly ‘hold thelr own. These will
be made with long roll and notched col-
lars and the left-side lap, aproaching
almost to & blazer styla when the roll
callar is emphasized. A novelty n
these tallored garments is the intro-
duction of lingerle eoffects. Pleated
German valencliennes edging ths collar

and cuffas sdds that touch of Ilacy
daintiness that feminizes the most
etrictly tallored suit,

The developments of the Russian

blousa effect range from the simplicity
of the bhlousa coat brought into the
walst Ilne with a patent leather balt,
to the satin conta that are shirred or
pleated into belts of gold brald or sllk
embroidery. It 4= whispered in the
Inner circles of the Parisian modistes
that before ths end of tha Summer the
regretfully - relinquished Eton and
bolero will comes Into distinct favor
again. We hsd had tha long coats for

severnl successive sansons now and the
pendulum may naturally enough swing
from thelr length to the sbbreviation
of the Eton and bolero. The home
dressmaker will rejolee at this change,
for the simple styla of the short coats
does not present the difficulties In
making—mnor the expenditure—that the
ldnger garmoents do.

But there seems {0 be a law of coms-
pensation in fashion as in other things.
Whan two yards are subtracted from
the coat four yarde are added to the
skirt. A bas the skimpy, ¢clingy skirt
of yesterday. Pleats are back =again
in every delighttul styla of frou-frou.
The novelty in the season's skirts 1s,

of course, the tunic or half-draped
effect over a pleated flounce. The
apron tunle is shown In many of the

ready-made models, but since there are
no hip seams whatever to allow altera-
tions, it s necessary to obtaln a per-
fect fit in the begioning, which is not
alwnys an easy matter. The s=lde-
pleated skirt, which proved sb becom-
ing to most figures, has returned to
favor as, has also - every variation
thereof — the plaln panel alternating
with a pleated one, kide pleats alter-
nating with box pleats, shaped gores
confining pleats below the hip line.

Serge is undoubtedly the most popu-
Inr fabric for the street suits, the
marine blue that was so much Worn
during the Winter continuing in favor,
2o it be merge, one can make no mis-
take In the selection of material for
ths Spring sult, since every weave from
the fine twill serge to the fancy and
rough weaves wiil be used
cheviots;, particularly in the biack and
white, or pepper-and-anlt effects two-
toned dlagonal, basket cloths and mat
wenvas will be used in the more ex-
pensive suits. Thg tendency is toward
the soft, rough cloths, Including home-
spung and worsteds., The pin-stripe
sarges it I1s expected will be much
word, espoclally those with the halr-
ling stripe of black, from one-half to
three-quarters of an inch apart, on a
white ground, or the white lina o6n a
navy blue ground.

Although the three-plece suit in the
morea elaborate styles will peralst, the
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slesves made from net or chiffon or | trasting color. 'Though It was pre-  and glitterlng than they were during
gold cloth—what possibillities for the | dicted that the vogue of the tunic | the Winter. A mere man remarked the
refurnishing of the old directolre gown | would be flesting, many wvariations of | other day that a woman in fashlonable
or rufflad avenlng dress or worn | its simple outlines are belng shown. | evening dress looked llke a streak of
Jumper sult these fashions presant! The most approved styls is cut off at | lightning and was as audible as a glass

The materials favored for the simplier | the knees and Is ejther of even, round | factory In an earthquake, But that
dresses are tusaah and foulard allks, | length, or falls in points below the | doesn't matter at 1 8he has ex-
wool batistes, volles and ocashmere. | hips. With & short skirt the effact ls | hausted the supply of tinsal, sg that
The Russian Ifflusnce I8 strongly | not always graceful, so that tunile | now two-toned metal effects are helng
shown in the insisténce upon & normal | modes are best employed in the more | shown In laces and frimmings. Beads
walst 1line, elther suggesied or en- | elaborate costumas. | and bugles and cloth of goid and of
circled with a girdle, or belt of leather, Evening gowns for early Spring are | silver are found on all the mora elab-
or folds of materiai, often In a con- | more profusely spangled and beaded ' orate gowns.

OUR NEW DEPARTMENT for
READY-TO-WEAR GARMENTS
will be devoted specially to '
garments for

LITTLE WOMEN
MISSES and GIRLS

Our buyer has just returned from
New York, where he has made
selections at first hands—and has
secured the very NEWEST in
tailored SUITS, COATS,
RAINCOATS and WAISTS—
in sizes usually difficult

to find at other stores—QOur entire
third floor is devoted to this
department.
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