BY WINTHROP SARGENT.

“ H, an army officar's job ts.:\
O cinch,” a friand remarked the
aother day, “He has nothing to
fdo; his house, his fusl, his light and his
horses, ara furnished him free by the
Gavernment, and he can buy things for
next to nothing In the post. I tell you
it 15 a fine thing 1o be ‘lord of ail you
survey.,” and hsve 100 men compellsd
1o do your work Ty Why, 1 think

it 1s the greatest graft going.”
In this remark we find veiced the
thoughts of thousands of the citizens
of our country. Thesea worthy people

Enow but very littlo about ths service, |

and its workings, but one and all have
ihe Idea that an officer can dress up In
his regimentais, buckle on his sword
and go out to teaw, balls, hops and all
kinds of soclial functions, or appear for
a few minutes on the parade ground as
& ploturesque figure.

This la not true {u the lomst. It MAY
geem a very radical statement to maks
to utter thla, but I speak from 11 years'
experjonce with the Army, both in the
home garrison and on the foreign fNeld
of battle. Let us talke the dally iifs of
two officars, an artilleryrman and an
infantryman, and ses what they hava
1o do. Naot two ur usl doye., but just
the coOmmon evers , a8 it runs, year
in and year out lno the *piping times of
peaon.” Jet us follow the officer (n
spirit for 24 hiours

He gels up in t morning at 5:43,
Boes out mnd superintends the colise
theniao axercise of his cOmpany. At

6:30 he goes hark to his guarters for |

his breakfast, At 7
company's office Lt
reports T A-
quartoers by 8, These he must check up
very carefully and make sure that they
&re correct before he gends L U

At 8:30 ho goes cut with his mpany
for company drill. This mansuver lssts
an hour and a half. Here he must know
the drill ragulations thoroughly, and
he la connstently chutloning and correct-
Ing his men, trying to bring them to
the highest possll stnte of efMiclency.
Perhaps, and thers nearly alwnys Ia,
one man who is slower than
and csnpot gsesm to understand Instrue-
tions; if so, thoe officer has to explain
roapeatedly and heve the movement PEr-
formod over and over He is constantly
on the move during this hour and a
half, and, covers abhont seven miles in

the rent

this one parlod.

Mistakes Hesult in Reprimand.
Reeall fr
which m¢

Eround. I

5 aounded at 1030,
¢ dismissal ferom the Arill
Fous k to his company
office whe nl maill, reports, in-
vestigation up of  company
property and . inisteard of disci-
pilny are ptle He inot ruash
through be abso-
lutely ecory . L mistake In
N papar brings a from the War
Department at nnd go
egainat the offic -d Thesse
PETSE, TEIM w1 UL receipt at the
Capitol, nr very carefuily s over by
nn experienced set of O » Clarka
and I have known of one Instance where
" TYport wos sent back for the reason
that a comma had been misplaced, Deé-
#pite all bhs cnn do, the officer's time s
laken up on thess matters until 12, when
he hurries to headquarters to snswer
“officer's call,” a trumpet eall which alg.
mals all officers o report at the com-
manding officer’'s quarters or office.
Hers ha gets his details, orders, official
mall, and » verbal Instructlons as the
commandin, ofticer sees fit to glve.

At 12:30 P. M. he goes to lunch. Par-
haps, while t1! his First Bergeant
calin him up over the talephone, and In-
forms him that one of the men has in-
Jured himns and s being hurried to
the hospital or wom hing eclse has Jis-
turbed the compas Straightway all
thoughts of on are forgotten, and
he rust to hls company to straight-
CR ol matters. At 1:15

15 he has a non-
commisagloned offic cla== to teach,
which lasts from ar

ur to an hour and
r half. At

lledd out for
tallon or Regimental

".

Drill and
h= Ig on the go. If the weathe
clament, hos

Minor Sur-
od, Oor =ome
xhich he has to un-

relmand order to instruct
his 1s there {2 to he
Reglmer rade, Off to his quarters
ho 1o change his wniform
T time. As bo {8 leavi

t
the 4drill
there wiid

at 6:30 be I8 told that
of Administration
#t Oonce re house. Hers hia
agsists in a a set of fund books
and the making of certaln recommenda-
tions s to conducting a certain bronch
of the milltary pgovernment If he s
finds t at home a8t his
h s um his only meal
e i not & rbed. At '8 he has
b Class In mathemitics, where he tonchas
s0ime men from his compn who are
preparing for someo examir m. At B:a)
wa find hlm nlone, pnd 1 his day'sa
ik a over. But, no—Hs has to stidy
for the Officor's School tomorrow

Fyening Quiet Is Brokon.

AL 36:30 ke Is, perhaps, getting ready for
bod, when suddenly “Fire Call” or the
Call to Arms' sour . Tired as ! .
off he goes on tho dead r putting on
hin blouse as he goes, to barracks of
hia organ 1on bly but =
practice «irill and he returns,
dead tired, but stlll has a report o make
put or a lesson to finish, At last, about
midpnight, he gots to bed.

Now, my friend, do wou like the Joh?

walt. 1 is but ona day.
dny after the morning driil
wors he has been dstalled for
guard duty as offlcer of tha
fday,  All his company's morning work
ns described has been done, so off to
the parade ground for the ard
mounting he hiecy Now,. he 1s
sible not only for his ¢ pany,. but for
The entire post and everything In It
He mn ba constantly on tho alert for
susplcious characters, firos, bursting
ol hydranis and water plpaos, disorderiy
moen, e=capes of pri=soners, a see that
oevery bugle call ound at Its sp-
pointed time. Not such small Te-
gpansibility, ia 1t? TRound after round
of tours of inspectlon must he make to
his seéntinels, explalning to each or-
ders and dutles. This ia done when
you and I ara asieep or out' with a
congrnial party of friends. In the
afternoon he attended afficers’ school.
wWas on a greneral court-martial, re-
ceived the reports of every First Ser-
Reant In the post, « cked up thae
Kunrdhouse property and the prisonerns,
tested all fire alarms, and made out
hiis guard report, which alone embraced
about 200 words. He had also {nspected
s of the men, the company’'s
and had been called a 4o
itmes to as many places over the 1«
or by orderiy. To do all this
compeoetently requires study, common
: exactness in detall and a clear
vonception af his duty. Do you satlil
want his job?

Now, Jjust to mention the artillery
officer spoken of above. He has all
these things to dop and in addition he
has about 150 animeals to look after.
His men end himsalf go {0 thelr stables
At T:30 In the morning and at 3:80 In
the afietnoon. Here he personnlly sees
that every animal Is groomed and fed,
that his cannon ars In perfect condl-
tion, that all tha horsa equipment and
aaddles are Teady for Instant sarvice,
and the thousand and one things incl-
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