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by n j. Kiw.vni;s.
w I'ST because, every Monday morning.
I wlien you pick up your favorite news--

paper, you are likely to run across a
Vpecial dispatch containing the essence
Vf the latest words of wisdom that Mr.
lohn D. Rockefeller pave away without
trice the day before to his bible class

Cleveland, you shouldn't cultivate
impression that Mr. Rockefeller Is

lie only well-know- n American "multi".
Ivho takes a deep and active Interest
hi religious work.

lie's so far from being out only man
f great wealth who is an active rell- -

worker that, strange as it may(Sious (when taken in connection with
hlr. Rockefeller's well-know- n businessIhabits), he hasn't even ono of the
world's largest Bible school classes for
men that s to be found in Franklin,
Pa. nor yet the most famous that's
to be found in Philadelphia. And each
of these Bible classes are instructed
every Sunday by a man who counts his
wealth in million lots.

In fact, when it comes down to cases,
the Keystone State seems to have a
larger proportionate number of well-know- n

millionaires actively engaged in
Sunday scflool and other sorts of re-
ligious work than any of the other
states, not even excepting New Tork,
whose largest village is popularly sup-
posed to contain so many millionaires
within its boundaries that it is almost
impossible to keep them out of the
most restricted circles, even, and have
anything at all recognizable left of
the circles.

But as for Pennsylvania, whose steel
nd coal Industries don't make more

than a. score or so of millionaires every
profane day in the year1 the mills and
mines closing down on Sundays, of
course there's General Charles Miller,
founder and head of the state's largest
men's Bible class; and there's John
Wanamaker, founder and head of that
world's most famous Bible class; and
there's John IT. Converse, the great loco-
motive manufacturer, who is head of
the Presbyterian evangelistic work; and
there's A. J. Xrexel-Biddl- e, who ever
and anon puts on the gloves and "mixes
it" with the professionals of the squared
ring, thereby causing his name to be
listed on the sporting page almost as
often as it appears in the column that
the Philadelphia newspapers devote to
chronicling the doings of Itittenhouse
Square society which means the society
of the Quaker metropolis.

"Tony" Bid die's Bible Class.
In the very heart of this district stands

Holy Trinity Church. Kvery Sunday
morning about i o'clock there enters the
doors of tills most fashionable of all
Philadelphia places of worship, a tall,
well-bui- lt young man with keen eyes, a
ready smile, the springing step and the
clear skin betokening the athlete in good
training. Me swings in his right hand a
plain, silver-heade- d walking stick and
under his arm is a black-boun- d Bible.
He enters the Sabbath school room,
greets all comers and promptly at 0:30
lie i teaching his Bible class of 35 mem-
bers.

This is Anthony ,T. rrexel-Biddl- e. mil-
lionaire scion of Philadelphia's bluest
blooded family, traveler, athlete, boxer.
musician, auiet nnuanthronist ami it- -
arounn gooa ienow. wno lias suffered
somewhat in his general reputation by be
ing known to the public almost entirelv
through his pugilistic feats as the mil
lionaire who has boxed with Jack John
son. ,iacK rtrieii. Man ev ivetoiiel anrt

i. imiiii an. (u iiivrii imii kiiiv .l itw nr
the best, of them.

But to his class of 35 Bible students,- -

ho is known as an earnest worker ir the
good of Ins fellow man. His code is the
cone oi a sirennous moaern i nsi an nv

ysically as well as morally, and that

Kiltie class with two nieiiihera ln
lit il o oilll K'll'S, tlll'l Illt'llIUI! It

range in age from the youth of to the
three boldest members whose ages are re-

nans in the rug business and over half

clerks ana salesmen. This class its leader
Instructs until 11 o'clock and then at-
tends the regular church service. But
this is not his only work with his pupils.
Their activities have grown so much that
they spend most of the week together and
they are planning to do yet more in the
near future.

All this came about through Mr. Bid-die- 's

love of gymnastic work. He started
&mong the members of the Bible class

In the parish house. Here he and the
meet two nights a week, giving

ftday evening to the, instruction of the
foes of the neighborhood and Thurs- -

to the white people, bo benelicial
this work prove not only physically
morally that Mr. Biddle was asked if

f could not start a similar movement in
church of St. John the Evangelist.

Sir. Riddle consulted with his class and
they determined to try. St. John's is the
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largest Protestant Episcopal parish in
Philadelphia, but it is away down in the
southern section at Third and Reed
streets, and its Sunday School had almostrun to seed for lack of competent teachers
and popular interest.

Mr. Biddle and his Bible class soon
changed all this. On October 4 of thisyear they took charge. In a little over a
month they had doubled the Sunday
School attendance.. They opened a men's
club with h? members and four weeks
later they had S3, all promising to bring
more. A little later they opened a branch
of the Holy Trinity Brotherhood Associa-
tion there and in a few weeks it, too, was
a flourishing success.

In his downtown work. Mr. Biddle is
assisted by his entire Bible class. He
himself was chosen superintendent of St.
John's Sunday school, and he spends
every Sabbath afternoon there, being
continuously at work in the church from
2:30 until 6 o'clock. On Friday even-
ings, he has the men's club and gymna-
sium class, and it begins to look aa
thought he would have to set aside an-
other evening in the week in addition to
cope with the growing work' of the re-
vivifying congregation.

One result of this work at St. John's
is that two 'other churches in other sec-
tions of the city have sent Mr. Biddleurgent appeals for help, and he proposes
to turn in and work for them until he
has them started on the road to pros-
perity. ' He. is now arranging with his
class to systematize the work so that he
can assign certain competent members
to ' each branch while he goes from one
to the other, visiting two or three in an
evening, teaching a Bible class here, cox-
ing with a young athlete at another, and
attending to club meetings at another.

Today, he fievotes four evenings a
week and all day Sunday to the work.
Yet he finds time to do regular gymnas-
tic exercises in his private gymnasium,
to box frequently with Jack O'Brien, nis
favorite pugilist, to study singing and
give concerts in which he is down for
several numbers, to attend to the social
duties necessary for a man of his posi-
tion, and to lend a helping hand to al-
most any one who is in hard luck through
no fault or wrongdoing. '

Busy Sunday of Busy AVanamaker.
But he is most ambitious for the

success of his plans he is now matur-
ing to make his strenuous idea of pug-
nacious Christianity spread until it is
represented by a colony in every sec-
tion of the city.

Before Mr. Biddle entered the work,
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"Tony" Biddle, famous as Philadelphia's soci-

ety prize fighter, is dotting that city-wi- th

Bible classes and church gymnasiums
John H. Converse, the wealthy locomotive
maker, the active head of the Presbyterian
Church's world wide evangelistic movement

The crowded Sunday of John Watia-mak- er

Other wellknown wealthy church
workers include Mr. Morgan and Aur
Belmont.
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Philadelphia's only wealthy Bible class
leader was John Wanamaker, who, 53years ago, formed what has long been
the world's most-famou- organization
of the sort the Bethany Sunday
School Illble Class. .Lut one of its crea-
tor's numerous church activities.

In reality, Mr. Wanamaker's Sunday
begins on Saturday night, when hepresides over the meeting of the Beth-any Sunday school teachers. At s
o'clock the next morning there is a
meeting of tihe "Inner Circle." the lead-ers of the Brotherhood of Andrew andPhilip. Mr. Wanamaker presides.
From 9:30, for an hour, the entire
Brotherhood meets. 600 or 700 strong,
and Mr. Wanamaker is again in the
chair. After that, he goes to the regu-
lar church service, snatches a bite of
lunch and is ready for the work of the
afternoon. s

Kor many years, during the Summer
months when his family occupied their
suburban home in Jenkintown, the mil-
lionaire appeared at Bethany each- Sun-
day morning, a worklngman's dinnerpail slung over his arm, and he sat in
the church rooms and ate his snack at
the noon hour. But. in recent years, his
health has not allowed this tampering
with his stomach, and his physicians
have ordered that he give a little more
time to this midday meal.

At 2 o'clock the work again begins.
The Bethany Sunday school is divided
on the old Biblical plan, a titheman over
each ten men, and leaders over each ten
of these. ' At 2 o'clock, then, the tithe-me- n

meet, with Mr. Wanamaker presid-
ing. Their business keeps them for half
an hour and promptly at 2:30 Mr.
Wanamaker begins the opening exer-
cises of the Sunday school, lasting halfan hour. In this half hour, none can
enter or leave the room. Kach door is
shut off by a rope, and each rope is
tended by a guard. The rule is strict.
The discipline is military. As a rule,
no one is a few minutes late, as in every
other Sunday school. Everybody is a
little ahead of time, so as not to be
shut out.

At 3 o'clock the work of the world-famo- us

Bethany Sunday school begins,
with Mr. Wanamaker in, the presiding
officer's chair. For an hour there is
the steady hum of studious voices,
voices both old and young, for there"are white-haire- d students of SO and
more wlio have been students almost
tsine the school began 52 years ago.

At 4 o'cl&ck, Sunday school is over.
The teachers and visitors wait andgather in the front seat. Mr. Wana
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maker is ready for his weekly te

talk" with them. The talks
often stretch into an hour and some-
times more, but they are always known
as the te talks." This ends
Mr. Wanamaker's toil for the day if he
is living in his suburban home. If.
however, he is occupying his town
house, the evening finds him again at
the church to attend the meeting of
the Christian Endeavor Society.

During the four years that he was
Postmaster-Genera- l. Mr. Wanamaker
traveled from Washington to Philadel-
phia every Saturday night in time for
the teachers' meeting, did his Sunday
work, and was at his departmental
desk on Monday morning. Today, when
he practically lives in New York, he
makes similar weekly trips for the
same purpose.
John H. Converse, Evangelical

Iveatler.
If. at any time, you would like to

locate the third rich Philadelphian who
is actively interested in religious work,
you would do well to seek out, in an

corner on. the seventh
floor of the Witherspoon building, the
door bearing the following legend:
GE.NEKAL ASSEMBLY'S COMMITTKr.

on
EVANGELISTIC WORK.

John H. Converse, Chairman.
Wilbur E. Chapman. Cor. Sec'y.
Parley E. Zartmann. Treas.

It is a mos tinhnprewive office that you
will enter. Not much larger than the
kind of room that would be engaged by a
man of modest means starting a small
business of his own. it has been par-
titioned eo that one part of it has Just
about space enough for one desk, two
chairs and a table, shut off for privacy
from the rest. Yet from this desk go out
the plans which are guiding the great
world's evangelistic movement of thePresbyterian Church, a movement which
has spread with such enlivening effect
over the churches of America. England,
the Continent and Australia that it is
rapidly becoming the greatest power in
Preebvterianism. ,

At the little desk, on three "afternoons
a week, you will find an earnest, keen
man. white-haire- d and with white mus-
tache. Uie strong mouth and jaw bearing
out the Incisive energy of the deep eyes,
the whole attitude and atmosphere of the
worker suggesting infinite sincerity and
untiring devotion to the duties before
him.

Before him will be a maes of corre-
spondence from all parts of the world
letters dealing with a multiplicity of de-
tails1 which would tax the brain and body
of any ordinary man even if he had no
other work in life to occupy his time.
But this man attends to it all, refusing
to turn over to assistants' what he thinks
ho can take care of better himself, taking
ud each matter as it comes to hand and
disposing of it with a thoroughness whose
rapidity is almost startling.

He is. as he looks, a business man.
bringing business methods to bear upon
the work of tho church. He is doing for
the Presbyterian Church just what he did
when, in 1873 he took virtual charge of
the Baldwin' Locomotive Works and sent
their .output and their, profits soaring
into such staggering figures that they are
the wonder of the industrial world today.

The man is John H. Oonverse, multi-
millionaire, philanthropist. Christian busi-
ness man and' the most prominent lay
member of his denomination.

In his office at the. locomotive works,
half a mile or more to the north on
Broad street, he is a hard man to get
to unless your business makes it v abso-
lutely imperative that he give It his per-
sonal attention. He deals with the big
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things of the business now, but, when he
first took charge, he dealt with the littlethings as well, handling the minor details
until thev were m such shape that he
could safely turn them over to subordi-
nates. That is what he is doing now in
his church work: he is systematizing it
and getting it into smooth running order
and he 's attending to all details; so
that, if you want to see John H. Con
verse about something not so important,
this is the place.to do it, here wJiere he
is deep in masses of correspondence and
where he is open to any suggestion thatmay result in the spreading of the evan-
gelistic movement.
Instigator of Worldwide Movement.

This interest in the revival movement
of his church is not a new hobby of the
millionaire. He has been Its guiding
spirit for eight years of hard work.

In 1901 his attenUon was called to the
fact that the churches generally were not
in as vigorous spiritual condition as might
be expected. When the Presbyterian Gen-
eral Assembly met In Philadelphia in May
of that year, he called this matter to its
attention and it appointed an evangelistic
committee, with Mr. Converse as chair-
man. The Bervie.es of Rev. Wilbur E.
Chapman were, secured, as corresponding
secretary, and an evangelistic effort was
begun which, from the very first, pro-
duced the most satisfactory results.

In 1004 the General Assembly author-
ized the evangelistic committee to enter
into relations with other denominations'
and. as a result, revivals were held in all
the cities in the country. In the making
of all these plans John H. Converse was
the guiding spirit and upon his shoulders
fell the most onerous work. But he iei
that the movement was good and that it
should be widened In its scone and, so,
largely at his Initiative, the General As-
sembly of authorized, his committee
to arrange for a worldwide evangelistic
effort. The first result of this was the
Xustralian visit of Chapman and Alexan-
der, the latter famous for his work with
Torrey. Tn the Antipodes they carried on
one of tho mofrt extraordinary revivals
ever held anywhere.

Mr. Converse has recently completed
plans which involve evangelistic effort
throughout Europe in with
the Protestant churches both of Great
Britain and the Continent. Tn all of
this the millionaire gives freely not only
of his great fortune, but of his tireless
energy and business genius as well.

But Mr. Converse's interest in his
church is not confined to its evangelistic
movements. He is chairman of the busi-
ness committee of the Board of Publica-
tion and Sabbath School Work and is a
member of the executive commission of
the World's Presbyterian Alliance and
president of the board of trustees of the
General Assembly. In 1900 he was or

of the General Assembly.
Mr. Converse is the son of a Congrega-

tional minister who was so poor as to be
unable to give his children an adequate
education, and he started work at an
early age so that the father could devote
his meager funds to the education of his
four daughters. At the age of 15 he
began hanging around a telegraph office,
where a friend of his was operator, and
in a remarkably short time he had mas-
tered the art of the dots and dashes.
Then he secured a position as operator
and. in this way, earned the money with
which he paid for a course in the Univer-
sity of Vermont. Iluring the long vaca-
tions he also taught school.

Three days after his graduation from
the University, Mr. Converse became a
member of the editorial force of the Bur-
lington (Vt.) Times, where he remained
three years. He had picked up shorthand
in the meantime and. in 1864. he was able
to accept the position of chief clerk of
the Chicago & Northwestern Railway.
Two years later, lie was promoted to be
chief clerk to the general superintendent
of the Pennsylvania Railroad with his
headquarters in Altoona. Four years
later, when he waa 30 years old. ho went
to Philadelphia to enter the office force
of the Baldwin Locomotive Works, and
when this firm reorganized in 1S73, he be-
came a partner and assumed the active
management.

Like Mr. Converse, the "leader of Penn-
sylvania's largest men's Bible cla."s, Gen- -

eral Charles Miller, of Franklin. Pa., had
to earn his own millions, and he started
in doing it on a wage of just $S a week.
Of the sort of oil that he puts on the
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market he has practically a monopoly,
and ft is out of this product that he has
garnered his great wealth, much of which
he has employed to beautify his home
town, which, after his family and his
Bible class, is the thing closest to his
heart.

General Miller who, by the way, got
his title as a member of the National
Guard organized his class 37 years ago
with five of the worst boys in all Frank-
lin as the foundation. Today its member-
ship is close to 700. By birth, its founder
is an Alsatian, having been brought to
this country when a lad.

In Cyrus H. McCormiek. Chicago has a
very wealthy religious worker who in-
herited his money. But unlike Mr. Rocke-
feller et al, he is not an instructor in re-
ligious teachings, nor does he lead a
Sunday school, choir, or young men's
club. But when it comes to giving his
moral or financial support, Mr. McCor-fic- k

is never failing. His activity in re-

ligious affairs tends more toward the ad-
ministrative side of that work.

It is in connection with his work in
behalf of the Young Men's Christian
Association that Mr. McCormiek looms
up strong as a religious man. In 1S79,
the Chicago Y. M. C. A. was a mere
struggling mission. It was at this time
that Mr. McCormiek and two of his
wealthy college friends graduated from
college and returned to Chicago. They
met and decided to assist the strug-
gling Y. M. C. A. and agreed to stand
by it to the end. That this compact
was fully carried out is exemplified in
the organization as it is today, one of
finest Y. M. C. A.s in the United States.

IN THE WORLD OF CATS
Confession of a Woman Who "Prefers Kitties as Friends.

first thing that inspire me toTHE cats was the signt of two gaunt,
starving felines that a neighbor in
moving had left to shift for themselves
without a thoilght as to their future.
They had been well fed and housed al-
ways, and their mistress had been in
the habit of petting them and playing
with them, yet she went away and left
them in this heartless manner. I set
down a dish of milk and cereal for them
one morning, and the poor, famished
things ate ravenously. I adopted them.
That was the beginning of my prosperous
farm, which was both an inspiration and
an accident, and now mv farm navs me
a slight income, for I have since gone I

on to finer breeds than my first com-
mon tiger cats.

Someone called me a feline philanthro-
pist, which did not at all displease me,
and the pity is that there are not. more
such, for cats are highly intelligent but
sensitive creatures, and aro 1oo frequent-
ly abused and neglected. Through the
centuries they have been roared as de-
pendent creatures and have been the
objects of not only lavish attntion but in
some cases of worship. They are the
most grateful animals in the world, if
one is kind to them, ami they will show
a deep aevotion and affection and take
on all manner of fascinating ways: they
will sing you a cozy song, or sit in the
sun or the firelight and look picturesque
as an dormnent to th home. 1 have
often wondered where, these graceful ani-
mals learned to' af-runi- that imperious
way that, no amount of illusage can quite
dissemble.

The two vagabond cats that were the
nucleus of my farm were very much
afraid of me at first: adversity bad made
them somewhat wild and they were sus-
picious of me and would not let mo ap-
proach them until after they had par-
taken of my bounts- - twice, after that
they grew to have a faith in mo. I am
a lover of cats. I suppose no one who
is not would ever become a feline phil-
anthropist, for ono must have one's heart
in one's work and one can rarely do well
otherwise.

There are still people in the world-m- en
and women belonging lo an ad-

vanced civilization who do not like cats.
They say theso charming creatures are
treacherous and ungrateful, by which
they mean that a cat rebents liberties
and cherishes her native independence.
She will not endure a too intrusive pa-
tronage, and. iike Mr. Chesterton, will
not recognize imaginary obligations.
Even if we cherish a cat for her beauty,
for her flroside qualities, for the subtle
alchemy which transforms a house into a
home; even if we lavish our affection
upon her, wo feel a thrill of pleasure
every time we touch her fur or look
into her somber eyes what claim have
we in all of this, to gratitude? The cat
does not inv)te our love, and does hot
enjoy our demonstrations. She is the
most decorative creature the world has
to show. She harmonizes with the
kitchen hearth and with the library fire.
She gratiScs our sense of beauty aod our
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Mr. McCormiek and his immediate fam-
ily at various times ha ve coot ributed
to the Y. M. C. A. about $300,000. and
he has been the means of gathering for
it among his friends and others more
than $500,000.

Of New York's rich men who take an
active interest in religious work, un-
questionably among the most promi-
nent is J. Pierpont Morgan. A short
time ago he was in regular attendance
at the diocesan convention of the Epis-
copal Church, held in New York City,
and continually took part in the mat-
ters up for discussion. He also regu-
larly attends the National gatherings
of the church, where his voice is avery influential one. ' Or. W. S.
Rainsford was able to make St.
George's Church, in New York City,
nationally famous because of the un-
limited financial backing he received
from Mr. Morgan, and it's a truly im-
pressive sight to see Mr. Morgan pass
the plate at St. George's of a Sunday
morning.

August Belmont is another rich las'mainstay of the Episcopal Church in
New York City. One evidence of this
is the Belinont chapel of the Cathedral
of St. John the Divine. But Mr. Bel-
mont's greatest interest in i religious
work is displayed in connection with
the little Episcopal Church in Hempt-stea- d,

where he has his Long Island
home. Not long ago this church,
through his efforts, cleared off a debt
of $1000. And, of course, there is John
D. Rockefeller. Jr., whose enthusiasm
in religious matters rivals his father'.(Coypright, IJO'J, by E. J. Edwards.)

sense of distinction, should wc chance to
possess these qualities. She submits to
our endearments, sometimes with superb
indifference, sometimes with patient
courtesy. I have roused my cat with
kisses and caresses a dozen times in one
evening from her sweet slumbers, and
every time uhe has responded with a
drowsy purr. She did not like to be dis-
turbed: but she knew that my blundering
intentions were well meant, and she mur-
mured her polite acknowledgments to
tho familiar touch. 1 should not like
to risk awakening my best human frienda dozen times from sleep and have to
trust too tar to his or her urbanity.

it was the exquisite gratitudo that my
two vagabonds exhibited that gavo me
my inspiration about the. cat farm, anil
I immediately' set to work to carry out
the project. I hunted for stray cats, and
it was not long before stray cats began
to hunt for nie, not to mention people
who helped me to cats from far and
ne-.- r. At the end of six months I had 20
cats on my farm and had disposed of
nearly as many. having found good
homes for them, sometimes selling them
instead of giving them away.

As the fame of my farm spread, peo-
ple began bringing me cats to board
during their absence, and this was a
great delight to me, as felt that it
was helping people to see how wrong it
was to desert cats. Some of these cats
were not taken back ami then they were
put on s.ile. after assuring myself thai
th-M- r owners did not intend lo call for
them.

Of course I have favorii.es among my
numcrous cats these furry 'Creatures
have a.s widely different characteristics
and natures as have pe-ipl- and some
aro much more fascinating to me than
others. I have several to which J am
devoted, but the pet of all is a big black
torn that I found skulking about a rail-
road station.. The stationniaster did not
want him. had tried to drive him away,
and I took him in a basket and drove
home with him. He was gaunt and dirty
and his coat rusty and dusty, but he
seemei to know from the. tir.t moment
that my intentions were good and that I
was to be his friend, lie began to make
himself trim and tidy at once after he
had finished his first meal at home, and
he grew rapidly fat and handsome. I
learned afterward that his owners had
driven niil"s and miles away from their
home and left him in the woods not far
from the station. These heartless pco--

l.ict anllir. .1 . llUnfle,n.
sian cat and they no longer wanted this
common Thomas, who is now the pride
of my farm .nd the joy of my heart.
As he is my favorite. I do not keep him
in the shed with the other cats, but
have him in the house to keep me com-
pany. He. lias the most fascinating ways
and is wonderfully responsive, answering
every word that I address to him with
a foft. rumbling purr that is like his
big cozv self. Ovr and over again I
have received flattering offers for him.
but he Is part of the institution and will
stay with me until he is laid away in
his daisy-covere- d grave behind the or-in- g

the poorchard. Vogue,


