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THE GREAT fcEMI-ARI- STRIP.

Nathaniel S. Shaler was a volumin-
ous w riter on geological and biological
conditions in Xorfh America. Many
of his books still possess high value
though the Information they supply
has, in important particulars, been
superseded by additional experience
and knowledge. The book entitled
The Story of Our Continent," followed

toy "The Interpretation of Nature,"
and later the work entitled "The
United States of America," in two
volumes, contain Immense masses of
useful facts. But the theory therein
presented about the availability of the
vast semi-ari- d Interior region for the
uses of man remains only as a re-

minder of errors that prevailed be-

fore the modern development of the
vast interior had fairly begun.

Whether man can Inhabit a region
or not. Is, of course, a matter of ob-

taining subsistence. If a country is
frigid, or arid, it may Support a large
population, if it have mineral re-

sources; though these ultimately will
be exhausted. The gold that may be
easily obtained is exhausted soon; but
the larger amounts of gold, that can
be obtained only by use of capital in
large sums, will last longer. Coal and
iron are of greater value, and the de-

posits are more slowly exhaustible.
Agricultural resources are limited by
climate and soil and area, yet they
may be promoted to an extent that
positively is incalculable, by the in-

telligence and industry of man.
Professor Shaler was one of the

most intelligent of those who have
written on the natural resources and
future industrial possibilities of our
continent. His idei was that the whole
region of Canada, except the part near
the line of the United States, would
tie a grain less region. North of a line
extending from Southeastern Labrador
to near the head of Lake Superior,
thence to the southern end of Lake
Athabasca, and thence to the mouth
of Frazer River, is a region of de-

lightful Summer warmth and not un-

endurable Winter cold: it Is covered
with primeral forests that are the
home of moose, musk-oxe- n and rein-
deer, and of many fur-beari- animals,
and abounds in rivers that are well
stocked with fish a region in many
ways attractive but grainiest. Such
was the earlier theory. But It Is
found that there Is no grainless
region soutn or me Arctic circle.
Large numbers of people from the
United States have gone within re-

cent years into that country to grow
wheat, for which there is an increas-
ing cash market; and new railroads
arc penetrating it, from Hudson's Bay

o Prince Rupert, at the southern ex-

tremity of our own Alaskan territory.
Yet Professor Shaler wrote of this

country: "It will remain a wilderness,
unsought as a dwelling place of civi-

lized man., but it is likely that It will
become the seat and stronghold of the
native Indians, who there may find
a refuge from the debasement and
final extinction which menaces them
in all parts of the continent suited to
the uses of our race." Through ex-

perience this idea has been completely
outgrown. Civilized man can exist In
numbers iwhere primitive races can
not. St. Petersburg has been built
In marsh, on an estuary of an

sea. .Norway and Sweden
have no milder or better climate
than that cf America just below
the Arctic Circle. Even from Ore-
gon and "Washington people have
migrated into the Athabascan and
Saskatchewan regions to grow wheat.
They get their crops; the railroads
give them the world's markets, and
severity of "Winter climate does not
deter them. Coal is found to keep
them warm in Winter, and they house
their animals from the cold, as the
people do in the Swiss Alps, in North-
ern Germany and Russia, and in coun-
tries of Scandinavia.

There is 'a semi-ari- d region of the
United States, extending from the
northern boundary nearly to the Gulf
of Mexico. At the Canadian border
it is one thousand miles in width,
and that width increases southward,
till we enter Texas and approach the
gulf. The semi-ari- d region is four or
five hundred miles in width where it
enters Mexico. It was the idea, till a few
years ago, that this vast region could
never be the seat of a considerable
population. It embraced the present
subdivisions known as the Dakotas,
Montana, "Wyoming, Utah, Colorado,
Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico, much
of Nebraska, of Kansas, of Oklahoma
and of Texas and the whole of Eastern
Oregon and Eastern Washington. Only
a small population, it was supposed,
could ever exist in this vast region,
of more than one million square miles.
Though it is not possible now to esti-
mate its future, it would be rash to
imagine that this region will not con-
tain twenty-fiv- e millions, before the
close of the present century. Utiliza-
tion of natural resources, above all
of water, makes a beginning already
of rapid transformation. Science, the
result of human enterprise and
experience, constantly widens the
horizon.

How far the earth, or the conditions
existing upon it, may be modified by
human agency, it is impossible to con-
jecture yet. Much is known, but more
remains to be known. The countries
about the Mediterranean were stripped
of most of their natural resources ages
ago; yet now. as a whole, they are
richer than ever, and sustain larger
populations than In the greatest days
of the Roman Empire. Yet it is only
in recent times that the true philoso-
phy of conservation of natural re-
sources, and of making the most of
them, has been applied in the coun-
tries that border the Mediterranean.
In our own vast semi-ari- d region,

irrigation, careful use of water, de-

velopment of electric power, - use of
coal and of minerals, study of condi-
tions out of which an Intelligent in-

dustry will obtain means to create
subsistence and make ealth, will
bring results that no prophet now can
foretell. The imagination may suggest
the "Aliquid vastum infinitumque" of
Tacitus or anything beyond it, if that
were possible.

Always the distribution of civilized
populations is affected by artificial
conditions that supplement natural
conditions. Natural means of sub-
sistence within a territory may be
very limited; but where there are
equivalent resources, which may be
developed by human industry, and
transportation is available, a country
poor by nature may become rich by
artificial means. Growth or aggrega-
tion of population is Itself a means to
further aggregation, because it af-

fords protection to individuals, and
because it is normally followed by
social evolution. It is impossible,
therefore, (o set a limit to the in-

dustrial and socnsl growth of any re-

gion or country. Modern science will
do wonderful, and even unimaginable,
things for the vast semi-ari- d territory
of North America.

ELECTORS WI CHOOrlE.
How can the Republican state as-

sembly "control" nominations, unless
Republican-voter- in the primaries ac-

cept the nominations? There will be
no violation of the primary law. The
people will choose. Just as in Port-
land's recent city election. The pri-
mary law In. that election was ob-

served to the letter and voters ac-

cepted the Republican assembly nom-
inees and elected them, because they
were worthy. The convention nomi-
nations for the coming state election
will be accepted or rejected by voters
according to the merit of the candi-
dates. Electors will have the last
word in this matter.

It will be necessary for the Repub-
lican state assembly to choose good
and substantial candidates, otherwise
its selections will not be approved at
the primaries. This Is the best guar-
antee that the assembly or convention
will not permit itself to be boss-ridd-

nor machine-drive- n. The Demo-
cratic privy council that always meets
In a closed room to name candidates
for primary nomination, that put up
Chamberlain for Governor and then
for United States Senator, that select-
ed candidates for Congress and for
every other office in each election
since the primary law went into force,
and that named a ticket for the City
of Portland last Spring, violated the
spirit and letter of the primary law,
but of course the Democratic poli-
ticians and newspapers say not a word
about that.

An open convention, however, in
contrast with a star-chamb-er council,
accords with the constitution-guarantee- d

privilege of the people peaceably
to assemble and to consider matters
for their common welfare and to se-

lect candidates for their government;
The convention Is the most distinctive-
ly American of all public functions.
When men or women consider
together any subject of mutual
importance they meet in conven-
tion. Matters of progress, and com-
merce, and river, and harbor im-
provement, and religion and frater-
nal organization, and many others
are often considered In convention,
and no sophistry can abolish this cus-
tom. Nor can sophistry of Democratic
politicians, who know that convention
affords Republicans thetr only means
of choosing satisfactory candidates
for the primaries, deceive Republican
voters of Oregon.

Oregon Republicans will hold con-

ventions next Spring and name can-
didates for state and county offices.
If those candidates shall be satisfac-
tory to the electorate In primaries and
election, the convention will perform
a needed service. If any of them shall
be unworthy, the electorate will have
full opportunity, in two elections, to
reject them, of course. Democratic
politicians and organs will howl. But
at the same time they will match the
Republican open convention with se-

cret sessions of their own. The peo-

ple, however, will choose.

SAVING THE CHILDREN.
The papers read at the first session

of the conference at Yale University
on infant mortality seem from the re-
ports to have been fully as significant
as the public expected. Perhaps Dr.
J. H. Mason Knox and Dr. Woods
Hutchinson discussed the subject with
the keenest sense of reality. Dr. Alice
Tallant, of the Woman's Medical Col-
lege of Philadelphia, made some
weighty remarks on the education of
mothers as a factor in saving the
lives of their children. This remedy,
if we can muster up the intelligence
to apply it, ought to do some good in
the course of fifty years, but it can
accomplish very little for the present.
When a woman is old enough to be a
mother, she is past educating. The
ignorance and baneful prejudice which
she brings with her into matrimony
she will abide by till she dies. The
time to educate mothers is when they
are young girls, and polite public senti-
ment in its present maudlin state for-
bids the slightest mention of the sub-
ject at the only period of life when
it can produce any effect.

We ought not to wait fifty years
before we take efficient measures to
check the frightful death rate of young
children. We ought not to wait one
year. With our" diminishing percent-
age of births, unless we can devise
some way to save the lives of infants
now needlessly lost, we can in no way
escape race extinction. To urge people
to increase the birth rate by premedi-
tation is useless, even if it is not
wicked. The diminishing percentage
of children born annually Is a world-
wide phenomenon dependent upon
causes deep-seate- d in the very nature

'of civilization. There is no way to
reverse it except by reverting to bar-
barism; but no ill effects need ensue
from it if only we cause the deAth rate
to fall at the same time. Philosophical
physicians Indeed see in the diminish-
ing birth rate of civilized peoples a
divinely ordered refuge from the
miseries of

Dr. Knox threw the emphasis of his
discussion upon the destructive power
of alcohol. This drug is classed by
Dr. Saleeby. the famous eugenist. as
a race poison. It does not act directly
upon what men of science call the
germ plasm, and consequently its ruin-
ous effects are not truly hereditary;
but we must not forget that for a long
time the child derives all its sustenance
from the mother's blood which cir-

culates through its veins: and if her
blood is contaminated with alcohol it
poisons the unborn infant. His body is
withered, his intelligence blighted. This
murdering effect on helpless infants is

THE SUNDAY OREGON'IAX, PORTLAND, NOVE3IBER 14, 190

the worst charge to be laid to alcohol-Is-

The adult drunkard can be spared
to his demon without much sense of
loss to the world, but it is a pitiful
thing to see children poisoned by the
drug before they are born. This plague
strikes rich and poor alike. Alcoholism
is probably even more prevalent among
wealthy jnothers than among the in-

digent.
Dr. Woods Hutchinson spoke princi-

pally on the lethal influence of poverty
which, he maintained, is the greatest
cause of infant mortality since it is
the source of ignorance, disease and
dirt. He takes literally that uncom-
promising text of Scripture, "The de-

struction of the poor is their poverty."
If Dr. Hutchinson is right, we can
hope for no very encouraging decrease
in the death rate of young children
until we have found some way to re-

lieve the indigence of their parents or,
beer, have taught them to relieve it
themselves. Whether this can be done
or not is an open question.' There is
no man of normal sentiments who
would no prefer, to see every family
in the world comfortably supported,
but there are many who yield to coun-
sels of, despair and say it can never
be done. Perhaps they yield too soon.
The falling birth rate Is of itself a
partial remedy for poverty and, if a
corresponding increase of Intelligence
accompanies it, they, may in conjunc-
tion solve the problem.

To prevent irremediable misery we
must have a population which in-

creases less rapidly than capital ac-

cumulates. We may believe then that
kindly nature has won for lis half the
battle against poverty by checking the'
multiplication of hungry mouths. The
other half we must win for ourselves
by accelerating the accumulation of
capital. Here Fabian methods seem
to be the only ones that count for
much. Patience and perseverance
ought to be the motto of all our
philanthropists. It is an error to de-

spise any expedient however inade-
quate It may appear. Trade schools,
better savings banks, freedom of com-
merce, economy In government, every-
thing is a help which either aids men
to produce wealth or encourages them
to save it. The fight with poverty will
be long and heartbreaking, but.lt can
be won. Give human intelligence time
enough and It will set the world right.

MR. KENNEDY'S WILL.
There is a fashion in charity just as

there is in city charters and Spring
bonnets. The will of John Stewart
Kennedy, who died the other day in
New York leaving a fortune of some.
sixty millions behind him, belongs to
the older mode which is fast disap-
pearing. His benefactions were many
ana aiverse, out mere was noxning
original in them. The taste of de-

parting millionaires In thej;e latter days
has been to do something with their
treasures which others have not
thought of. Mr. Kennedy bestows his
in ancient ways which are pretty good,
but not nearly so good as they might
be. Evidently he never save his mind
to the subject of scientific charity.
The new problems which are forcing
themselves upon the world and insist-
ently demanding solution he never
heard or, or If he did they meant
little to him. He left two and a
quarter millions to a foreign mission-
ary society, an equal sum to home
missions, three-quarte- rs of a million
to a sectarian board of aid for colleges,
and so on. The whole vast fortune
went in old and well worn channels
which may possibly lead somewhere,
but certainly nobody can say quite
where.

Compare with Mr. Kennedy's some-
what irreflective and stolid charity the
will of Russell Sage, who left about
the same sum to his wife to disburse
as she chose. Doubtless before he died
the astute millionaire held many con-
ferences with her as to final purposes,"
but of this nothing transpired through
the will. She was left free to adapt
her conduct to contingencies. Not
every millionaire has the luck to marry
such a wife as Mrs. Russell Sage and
the greater luck to be outlived by her,
and yet there must surely be someone
whom each could rely on when he has
to leave his cherished gold behind him,
someone whom he could trust to em-
ploy his forsaken dollars in pious uses
without tying their hands. Of all vain
disposals of money the deposit of it
in the hands of a sectarian board of
any sort seems the vainest. Mrs. Sage
has already done notable things with
the fortune she had charge of. The
endowment of social research with ten
millions was a deed well out of the
path of superstitious and aimless
routine. Though it is still 'but a. new
experiment, its results have been
worldwide. The single achievement of
the Pittsburg Survey has done much
for the cause of real religion in this
country. Mrs. Sage has begun the
immensely important work of applying
educated common sense to the prob-
lems which people have hitherto tried
to solve by blind sentiment. Mr.
Kennedy's gifts merely help to carry
on the old routine. They will furnish
water to keep the mill grinding in the
customary way, but the grists that
come from it will be as scanty as ever.

Even the benefactions which Mr.
Kennedy has bestowed upon colleges
are open to some criticism, ungrateful
though it may seem. To find fault
with what he has done is a thankless
task and one which nobody would
undertake for the love of it, but there
is some hope that by pointing out his
mistakes future millionaires may be
induced te give more wisely. Charity
Is a fine art. It does not come by
nature but must be mastered by study
and close observation of the world.
One may gather from Mr. Kennedy's
will that outside of his business his
gaze was fixed more intently on the
next world than on this one. There
is no evidence of discrimination or
purpose in the gifts which went to
Wellesley, Lake Forest, Smyrna, and
so on. Doubtless all these schools are
In need of funds. That is the per-
petual and apparently normal condi-
tion of every school in the world. They
will overflow with gratitude for the
mercies he has bestowed upon them.
But what will come of it? Nothing.

Compare Mr. Kennedy's purposeless
giving with the farseeing plans of Mr.
Pearsons, who managed by much
smaller benefactions to educate dozens
of colleges to help themselves and
actually uplifted the whole system of
sectarian education in the United
States. Unintelligent benefactions tend
to transform our schools into "blind
maws," to borrow a phrase ' from

ycidas. Mr. Pearsons compelled them
to cultivate their wits.

The great masters of intelligent
charity, as distinguished from mere
stimulation of pauperdom, are Mr.
Carnegie and Mr. Rockefeller. These
men of genius not only heed the pre-
cept to give freely as they have re-
ceived, but they heed it with incom- -

parable sanity. Whatever either of
them bestows has a clear purpose.
Nothing of theirs falls, into ancient
ruts. Their charity is up with the
times in the fine sense of being applic-
able to the needs of the times. Is
our educational system chaotic, a mere
huddle without intent? Mr. Rocke-
feller gives fifty millions to reduce It
underthe principle. of reason.: Is medi-
cal effort baffled by problems which
its present apparatus seems inadequate
to solve?-- - Mr. Rockefeller endows a
hospital for research. When the
ravages of the hookworm are made
indisputable he turns over to the phy-
sicians a million dollars to help them
study it. Has the world ever seen such
a benefactor before? It seems to be
dawning upon us that Mr. Rockefeller
has founded an entirely new species
of statesmanship, something Infinitely
better than anything we have ever
reached through' politics. It is a
statesmanship which discards circum-
locution and red tape utterly, which
delves to the heart of problems and
strides forthwith to their solution.
Compare his undex-iatin- and swift
beneficence with the muddy moonings
of the United States Senate, which
never can do anything without first
consulting the fetish of constitutional
law, and seldom acts even when the
omens are propitious. Comparing the
aimless wrigglings of that vast and
expensive machine with the alert and
sure methods of Mr. Rockefeller we
may gain some notion of the superi-
ority of intelligence over superstition.

CAM-
PAIGN,

Dry farming for arid Oregon and
irrigation for humid Oregon is, the
paradoxical slogan of the Oregon Con-

servation Commission appointed last
J.une by Governor Benson. This body
is undertaking a study of the state's
natural resources, the extent of their
present use and methods of increasing
their use along approved lines, having
constantly In mind with
National and other state organizations
of like purpose. To begin with, the
Commission has launched what may be
called a e" cam-
paign. Cash prizes are offered to uni-
versity and to high school students for
the bestjiaperg on conservation topics,
namely: Forests of Oregon, irrigation
institutions, soils, dry-lan- d farming,
roads and fish. Details of the offer are
published in another page of The Ore-goni-

today. of schools
and' colleges throughout the state is
urged. No doubt there will be prompt
and zealous response.

It goes without saying that the work
of the Commission will have support
without limit from the entire press of
Oregon. Little Is yet generally known
of the possibilities of dry farming in
the eastern and central sections of the
state. Where a generous Government
gives a settler, free of charge, 320
acres of land that will produce half a
crop, it is well worth while to study
methods which promise to Increase the
natural yield. The practical side of
making two stalks of grain grow where
one grew before makes universal ap-
peal. . .svjsjnJn.

A BOOK OF ESSAYS.
The essay seems destined to gain

much the same importance in the
graver literature of the United States
that the short story "has attained In
fiction. Every year sees a larger num-
ber of volumes of essays published
and it is encouraging to note that
they constantly improve both in the
fiber of style and In the power of
thought. The volume by Louise Collier
Willcox, which the Harpers have just
issued, contains so little of the frivo-
lous or even the humorous that it reads
occasionally more like Baxter than
Charles Lamb. Its themes are weighty,
and they are treated with almost a
Baconian gravity of thought. The
sentences do not conform to the popu-
lar taste for Frenchy hashiness.
They are long and sonorous. A person
swinging in a dozy hammock of a
Summer afternoon could not follow
them. They exact vigilant attention
and for the most part they repay it.
The essay on Friendship is one of the
most stimulating to reflection. After
the subject his been treated by pretty
nearly every essayist in the world from
Lucian to Emerson, it is wonderful to
see how much there remained for Miss
Willcox to say about it that had never
been said before. If her remarks
cannot be called sparkling, they shine
at any rate with a serene luminosity
which is better. After all, a steady
flow of closely knit thought satisfies
the mind quite as well as a volley of
epigrams.

Miss Willcox takes the engaging view
that marriage Is in reality an introduc-
tion friendship and there ought t be
a preparation for it. When the initial
fires of boy and girl passion have
burned out, nothing but cold ashes may
remain, but on the other hand the
ardent flames may be succeeded by a
steady glow of friendship which bids
defiance to time and faces the long
years of mature life undaunted. A cynic
said long ago that the best we could
expect from marriage was a tolerant
friendship, as If that were a poor
apology for bliss. Our essayist argues
that it is anything But a poor apology.
It is not an apology at all, in fact, but
the very reality of bliss. All friendship
must be tolerant, she points out, or
it soon dies. The best of us have so
many faults that if we retain a friend
more than a week or two it is because
he resolutely decides to overlook what
is worst in us. He shuts his eyes to
our grossest hldeousness and refuses
to listen when we are foolish or hate-
ful. But it Is only fair to wretched
humanity to add that in the worst of
us there is so much good that a saint
can be on intimate friendship with the
direst sinner if only he is saint enough
to dare the experiment. The more
like God a man is the more charm
he discovers in sinners.

One of the queer traits in friendship
which Emerson overlooked Miss Will-
cox has noticed and commented upon.
It is the inclination of geniuses to find
companionship among people who are
commonplace or even rough. Every-
body remembers how much Walt
Whitman thought of a streetcar con-

ductor. Dr. Johnson's best friend was
a not very intellectual brewer, and we
are informed by some writers that
Shakespeare found his most congenial
company in the boozy frequenters of
the inn at Stratford. Opposites attract
one another. Men of genius do not
as a rule marry women who shine
intellectually. They are apt to seek
wives who supply a soft cushion of
stupidity for them to repose their
wear- - minds upon. It Is' true that
gifted women usually try to find hus-
bands as bright as themselves, but one
may safely conclude that it is only
their inexperience of life which causes
them to do it. Their marriages would

be" a great deal happier if they in-

variably wedded fools. Catherine of
Russia showed her intelligence in
nothing more brilliantly than in her
selection of husbands,, or substitutes
for husbands. Among all the numer-
ous men who filled this important
office at her court we read of not a
single one who could have passed for
anything but a simpleton. The Greeks
had a consistent plan for keeping their
women stupid. Had this anything to
do with the extreme intelligence, of the
Grecian men? In America it seems
to be the women who are bright. Will
it follow that our men are doomed to
brutish blockheadedness? What is the
outlook? The daughters of our male-
factors of great wealth who marry
their fathers' coachmen are probably
fulfilling the great connubial intent of
nature that husband and wife should
stand at the opposite poles of intelli-
gence.

Friendship, Miss Willcox justly ob-

serves, demands not only perpetual
tolerance, but It also exacts incessant
effort. Jt is an easy thing to begin
but extremely difficult to continue.
Most friendships die in a few days
after they are born, like most human
Infants. The reason in both cases is
lack of intelligent care. The philoso-
phers used to say that to keep the
universe In being God had to create
it anew every instant. If he should
forget his task only once everything
would perish like a candle going out
In a high wind. However this may be
we know, all of us alas too well, how
much painful energy we must spend
to make our friends endurable. At
best they are wretched creatures full
of faults and malice. Miserable sin-

ners all of them, we must be on the
watch Incessantly to keep vigorously
forgiving them or the feeble flame of
friendship will flicker and expire. See-

ing the difficulties in the way, it is
one of the glorious mysteries of human
nature that friendships exist at ail.

' TWO PIONEERS.
A single day of the week that has

just ended witnessed the passing of
two of Portland's earliest citizens and
men of prominence in its pioneer era.
Peter Taylor died Friday morning at
the age of 87 years. He came to
Portland, then a straggling village In
a clearing In the forest, in 1852.
As cabinet - maker, pattern - maker,
foundryman, member of the Volun-
teer Fire Department and general
promoter of civic interests Mr. Taylor
passed the long years of an active
and useful manhood. His record is
that of worthy and honorable citizen
ship.

Joseph H. Lambert also came to
Portland in 1852, a young man, and
here he spent the years of a long and
useful life, passing away quietly at
noon last Friday at the age of 83
years. Mr. Lambert was well known
in the early political life of Multnomah
County and in the organized temper-
ance work of the state as conducted
by the Order of Good Templars. It
Is perhaps as a horticulturalist, how-
ever, that he achieved the widest
prominence, the Lambert cherry stand-
ing for his name and success in this
field of labor, as the Burbank potato
has long stood for the early achieve-
ment of Luther Burbank. Success
crowned the efforts of Mr. Lambert
all along the line of his activities.

The lives of these men are in simple
evidence of the value of, persistent,
consistent Industry as applied to the
ordinary opportunities that present
themselves. They came here, young
men seeking; both rose to meet the
industrial opportunities that came with
the passing years, married early in life,
maintained homes, brought up families
and acquired honorable standing and
financial independence. Both were
men of sobriety, probity and industry,
and "by reason of strength," drawn
from the simplicity of the lives they
elected to lead, both passed the age
of four score years and each yent
peacefully tg his rest according to 'the
plan of nature, leaving to his descend-
ants the heritageof a good name, and
to the community the record of a well-spe- nt

life.

THE NEW THEATER.
The New Theater, which was dedi-

cated in New York on November 8,

is the first important example we have
seen in this country of an endowed
home for the drama. Most of the well
known playhouses on the continent of
Europe enjoy subsidies from the gov-

ernment. The theater in Christiania,
of which Ibsen was director for some
years, receives an annual donation
from the Norwegian Parliament, the
Comedie Francaise has depended part-
ly on the enerosity of the French
treasury from the time of Moliere, and
students familiar with Franz Grill-parze- r's

career know how much he
was helped and hindered by the part-
nership between the Austrian crown
and the Hofburg Theater in Vienna.
Enthusiasts have long hoped that soma
of the municipal or state governments
in this country might see their way
to follow the European example and
lift some theater out of the slough of
pure commercialism by an endowment.
Such a hope is groundless. Dramatic
art is not yet appreciated in America
highly enough to cause politicians to
see any advantage in fostering it, even
if they could do so without risk. There
would be some risk, as the pulpit
tirades against the drama prove pretty
cleterly.

Like most of our benefactions to
hospitals, colleges and nurseries, the
endowment of the theater has finally
come from private sources. The New
theater in New York has been founded
by the contributions of a number of
men of great wealth who have invested
a large sum of money in it without
much expectations of earning any divi-

dends. They do not scorn profits, but
their plans for the new playhouse are
laid independently of financial con-

siderations. The building and its ap-
pointments are on the grand scale.
The accommodations for the actors are
sumptuous. The stage is larger than
usual and so devised as to bring actors
and audience nearer together than in
the ordinary theater. The principal
purpose of this is to furnish a suitable
stage for grand opera. The New The-
ater is to produce both musical and
literary drama.

One of the most interesting projects
of the founders is the maintenance of
an stock company like
those which exist in all the good thea-
ters of Europe. Shakespeare's plays
were written for a stock company and
many of the parts were created for
particular actors. The same is true
of Moliere's comedies. Ibsen's plays
were first acted by stock companies.
Even in this country the star with his
train of transient nonenities is a recent
innovation. The older and better
tradition of the New York and Boston
stage tells of permanent companies of
players. In the exemplary stock com- -

pany, the ambition is to secure none
but meritorious players. There may
be two or a dozen stars, the more the
better, o,nd actors without good artistic
ability are excluded.

The of the stock
company promises great things for
attendants at the New Theater. The
rules for producing plays promise as
much more. For one thing no in-

terminable "runs" are to be permitted,
no matter how well a play takes.
Nothing is to be acted more than four
times in the same week and always
from Monday to Saturday three differ-
ent plays are to appear. The repertory
of the company is to be worldwide.
They will act plays from all lands and
all ages. They plan to revive the good
old plays by Greekand Latin authors
as well as those from the French,
Spanish and other European litera-
tures. But there Is to be no surfeit
of this diet. The standard old plays
will, appear at suitable intervals and
in a regular succession so that a person
who attends the New Theater for a
series of Winters will ultimately have
seen all the dramatic literatnre of the
world that is worth seeing. Recent
plays of merit will also be acted often
enough to save them from oblivion,
but thp main purpose of the founders
Is to stage new plays preferably by
American authors. To But it boldly,
they Intend to encourage genius, even
that thriftless species of genius which
ventures to write plays on new
subjects and develop unfashionable
themes. One may discern in the plans
of these plutocratic founders an ambi-
tion to push forward the development
of our American dramatic literature.

It is superfluous to say that the
spirit of the times is with them. Com-
mercialized as our stage may be, it has
nevertheless opened of late years with
marked hospitality to plays which are
something more and better than mere

Ibsen, Pinero, Shaw
and Sunermann have all been acted
throughout the country and In the
competition with "Charlie's Aunt" and
similar foibles they have succeeded en-
couragingly. The actors have made
money out of them. This looks well
for the New Theater. It is also agree-
able to remember that only part of
its steady patronage will come from
New York. The thousands of Intelli-
gent people who visit the metropolis
every Winter and stay months or
weeks will be regular attendants, or
many of them will, and they will carry
back home not only the memory of
happy hours but also the ambition to
see something of the same kind in
their own towns. The progeny of the
New Theater is likely to be numerous.

Next month, when Halley's comet
will be visible to the naked eye, thl3
celestial visitor will be a topic of uni-
versal inquiry and discussion. Later,
when it stretches across one-thir- d of
the sky, interest will be intense. Chil-
dren and youth will demaud knowl-
edge pertaining to the phenomenon. A
great deal of information on the sub-
ject by a professional astronomer, in
popular form, is presented on page 3,
section 6, of this issue of The n.

After it is read, it should be
preserved for future reference. Other
articles by Professor Campbell will fol-
low in The Sunday Oregonian.

Dr. Cook, says Professor Parker,
never got within ten miles of the
summit of Mount McKinley. Professor
Parker belongs to Columbia University
and was along with Cook in 1906. But
how does Parker know? Cook climbed
the mountain alone (with Barrill) and
Cook saw himself do it, and says so.
If anyone doubts, he offers to go back
to Alaska and show him the mountain.

Will anybody tell why the water
powers of the Deschutes are the
"heritage of the people" any more
than the water powers of the Con-

necticut, Susquehanna, or Coosa? This
"seizure of the people's water power"

is the East in any position to make
complaint against the West? The East
is extremely anxious to conserve "our1
resources" in the West.

There is awful distress in the Demo-
cratic camp, lest the Republicans of
Oregon should "commit party suicide"
by holding assemblies to suggest
nominations, and by rejection of
"statement one." What terrible fear
of "Republican wreck" haunts the
minds and perturbs the souls of George
Chamberlain, Alex Sweek, and the
Portland Journal!

The boy bank robber in Kansas who
held his pursuers at bay with a gun
and shot himself to evade capture
declared to his companion: "A real
robber fights on till the last." That
seems the motto of bank robbers In
Kansas, Oregon and elsewhere, both
desperadoes and gentlemen.

A big new salmon hatchery will
be opened at Bonneville tomorrow, and
cannerymen and fishermen will assist
in the ceremonies. This meeting of
salmon protectors and "salmon destroy-
ers should be recorded as one of the
wonderful events of the age.

In the pending election of members
of the School Board in Spokane, the
rallying cry of the followers of Mrs.
Bettinger, one of the candidates, will
be "More spelling and less art." Good
enough. She ought to be elected on
that issue.

Health officials - are now counting
the number of germs in milk to the
cubic centimeter. This chair-warmin- g

job is more comfortable than rounding
up dirty dairymen in the cold and
wet.

Mr. Bowes, Miss Illington's selected,
is at Reno, ready to have her darn
"his old socks. Everybody hopes she
will always be happy to do it but never
to say it.

Water may be scarce on Mars be-
cause it isn't needed. The inhabitants
may be joy riders; anyway, it is prob-
able there Is no prohibition party.

Of course if McCarthy is the kind
of Mayor San Francisco likes, San
Francisco likes that kind of a Mayor.

The oldest inhabitant can remember
a colder night than last night at this
season of the year. Ask' him about it.

The Chicago scientists who say our
ancestors were Texas lizards may
speak for themselves.

Who', after 13,000 miles of dinners,
ever got home in as good condition
as President Taft?

A' hero, nowadays, must show more
bravery afterward than before.

GETTING BACK TO SAVE WAYS.

Convention System la Rational Rem
edy fop Our Troubles.

The Enterprise, Independence.
The convention system approaches

the nearest to the ideal of any con-

dition In the history of the world. It
should be remembered that the great
Government of the United States grew
out of convention. Imagine an attempt
to do the great work of the forefathers
through the ballot system of today. In
any great crisis of tho past what would
have been the result had the councils
of the people been expressed through
the blind system of the primary of to-

day shaping the destiny of the great
commonwealth by "mark with a cross"?
Taken away the powerful eloquence of
those pillars of state in conjunction
with the convention, ponder the result.
No. it wouldn't have been the same.
Don't think it. In every age of the
world the people have requM'd a leader
and nono the less today. In tho or-

ganizations of the great railroads and
corporations of today, what would havo
been the result had stockholders taken
chances through the primary system
for the selection of their leaders?

Such is the condition in tho state of
Oregon today. Through such a system
any one almost might he elected Gov-
ernor of tho state, provided he has the
filing fee, since a "prophet hath no
honor at home," and all politicians aro
branded as tricksters. Such a thing
were impossible through the convention
system, which is tho only sane and
wise procedure in matters of state.

The situation in Oregon is most un-

fortunate and recovery is next to Im-

possible. With the primary system,
initiative and referendum, recall, state-
ment, etc., etc., ad nauscum, with tho
fanatical and rational elements of tho
state divided, any effoVt looking to re-

lief from theso obnoxious statutes
would be utterly useless. There will,
therefore, be no effort made by the
balanced elements of the parties to
strike these laws from the statutes of

the state.' On the contrary their duty
will be and their loyalty will command
them to conserve in every way possible
the interests of state from the ravages
of the damning influence of these laws.

That tho situation is grave there is
no- use denying. It has been recog-

nized by the best minds of the country
from the first. Ushered in on the
threshold of this camo the election of
Jonathan Bourne, Jr., who could not
possibly have secured election to tho
United States Senate through the con-

vention system. He Is a pigmy in the
Senate chamber. His greatest feat was
accomplished when he told through
Outlook "How to Spend a Billion Dol-

lars," not to mention the election of a
United States Senator for Oregon. Tho
same law elected a Democratic Gov-

ernor, the Influence of which gave us a
Democratic Senator in Congress. We
do not name this as a calamity so much
as to show how guardians of state have
been powerless In the protection of the
public welfare.

The yearning of all democratic
minds of those who feel the weight
of empire on their hands is for the old
simple . method of conventions. The
safety- of the country demands it.

Delegates to Assembly.
People's Press, Portland.

Not one of the poli-

ticians and editors who are clamoring
for a Republican "assembly" has come
forward with a Well-defin- plan for
holding such an assembly or conven-
tion. They are all agreed on one point,
arid that is that Republicans of tho
state should come together and pick
out prominent members of the party
for public office, but no suggestion is
offered as to the most feasible method
of selecting the delegates.

The movement for such assemblies
should be initiated by the county cen-

tral committees. As the men who make
up the membership of these organiza-
tions are the regularly elected repre-
sentatives of tne party from every pre-

cinct, it follows that tho voters would
have more confidence in them than in
the various political clubs, cliques and
boosting brigades. While no provision
Is made under the primary law for
bringing the committees together be-

fore a primary election is held, there
is nothing in the law to prevent each
chairman from calling a special meet-
ing at any time. At these special meet-
ings each committeeman could be au-

thorized by a vote of tho wholo com-

mittee to hold an election in his pre-

cinct for the purpose of chosing dele-
gates to the assembly. Each precinct
should bo allowed two delegates, and
the election should be held in every
precinct on the same night between 7

and 10 o'clock, and not later than one
week prior to the holding of the as-
sembly. The committees could arrange
the minor details, such as the best man-
ner of casting the vote and the grant-
ing of credentials to tho successful
delegates.

The People's Press submits this plan
to its contemporaries for their ap-
proval. If it should be. adopted, no man
who calls himself a Republican would
dare oppose it.

Why Not Afleeniblyf
The Advocate. Portland.

Not long ago The Morning Oregonfan
intimated that' before the coming pri-
mary election there was likely to bo
an indorsing assembly, .and ever since
then little "peanut" politicians, who
outside of the direct primary would not
amount to a row of beans, havo been
howling their heads off.

Now. why not have the assembly plan,
since by it the best minds among the
people are given publicity and the men
best fitted for public service are
brought into prominence and notoriety?
Ir is a poor party that doesn't en-

deavor to bring its best to the front,
anu the only way that It can bo done
is to have the adherence of that party
or an adequate number of them sift out
those in the running, and the assembly
is about the best sifter that has been
produced in modern times.

"Bread and Water" at Spokane.
Spokane Spokesman-Revie-

If defiant and deluded men are weak
from hunger in the city jail, let there
be no misunderstanding as to the re-

sponsibility for their distress. These
men are voluntarily in Jail in further-
ance of their own conspiracy. They
were summoned here from afar to
break the law and defy the authorities.
The city humanely provides an abun-
dance of good food for prisoners who
will work. For incorrigible and unrea-
sonable men it provides bread and
water, and to escape this scanty fare,
the men have only to promise to obey
the laws. If, therefore, they hunger
they have themselves to blame; and yet
greater blame must fall on the leaders
who have given these poor victimjsuch
heartless and foolish counsel.

No Chance for a Jungle.
The Spectator, Portland.

No one in favor of holding a Repub-- .
lican assembly has denied the repre-
sentatives of any other party the right
to hold an assembly. The' Democrats
seem to fear that if an assembly is held,
they will be unable to juggle it as they
have juggled the direct primary.


