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semi-arid region,

irrigation, careful mse of svater, de-
velopment of vlectric power, use of
coal and of minerals, study of condl-
tlons out of which an intefligent in-
dustry will obtain means to -create
subsistence and make W®ealth, will
bring results that no prophet now can
foretell. The imagination may suggest
the “Aliguid vastum Infinltumque™ of
Tacituse—or anything bdeyond It, If that
were possihle,

Alwaya the distribution of clvilized
populations s affected by artificlal
conditlons that supplement notural
conditions. Natural means of Sub-
glstence within o tlerritory may be
very limited; but whera therg are
equivalent resources, which may be
developed by human Industry, and
tran=paortation Iz avallable, a country
poor by nature may become rich by
artificial means, Growlh or aggrega-
tion of population Is liself o means to

| further aggregation, becauss It af-

fords protection to Individuals, and
because It s normally followed by
SO0 evolytion, It Is Impoesible,
therefore, & set a llmit to the In-
dusirial and socfl growth of any re-
gion or country, Modern sclence will
do wonderful, and even unimaginable,
things for the vast semi-arid territory
of North America

FELECTORS WILL CHOOGSE.

How can the Republican state as-
sembly "control” nominations, unlesa
Republican -voters in the primaries ac-
copt the nominationa? There will be
no viaintion of the primary law. The
peopla will choose, Just as in Port-
land’'s recent city alection The pri-
mary law in that eclection was ob-
merved to the letter and votors ac-
cepted the Republican assembly nom-
inees and elected them, because they
were worthy The convention nom}i-
nations for the coming state clection
will be accepted or rejected by voters
according to the merit of the candi,
daten stors will hiave the lawt
word In this matter,

It will be neceasary for the Repub-
a=ssembly to chooss good
tantis] candidates, otherwlse
ctiong will not he approved at
yaries. This |s the best guar-
: that the assembly or convention
will not permit Hself to be boss-rid-
nor muchine-driven. The Demo-
erittie privy counctl that always meat
in & ¢} d room to name ocandidates
for primary nomination, that put up
Chamberlain for Governor and then
for United States Senator, that select-
¢d candidates for Congress and for
every other office In th wtion
e primary inw went into foree,
and it namad a ticket for the City
of ‘Portiand Spring, vioiated the
spirit and lott of the primary law,
but of cou the Democratic poli-
ticians and newspapers say not a word
about that.

An open convention, however, in
contrast with a star-chamber c¢ouncil,
accords with the congtitution-guaran-
teed privilege of the people peaceably
to assemble and to conslder matiers
for thelr common welfare and to se-
lect candidates for thelr government.
The convention Is the most distinetive-
I American of all publle functlions,
When men or women consider
together any subject of mutual
importance they meet in conven-
tlon. Mo % of progress, and com-
merce, river, and harbor im-
Prover and religion and frater-
nal organization, 1 many others
are ofte consldered in convention,
and no sophistry can abollsh this cus-
tom. Nor can sophlstry of Democratic
politicians, who know that convention
affords Hepublicans thelr only means
of chooaing satlsfactory candldates
for the primaries, decelve Republican
viters of Oregon,

Oregon Republl will hold con-
ventions next Spring and name cian-
didutes for stute and ¢ ¥ aoffices,
If those cand! 5 all b satisfac-
tory to the el primaries and
election, the convention will perform
a needed service., 1f any of them shall
be unwaorthy, the alectorate will have
full opportunity, In two elegtlons, to
t Jem Of course, Democritle
IHicians and orgnns awill howl, But
at the same time they will m 1 the
Republlecan open convention with se
cret sessions of their own, The peo-
ple, however, will choose.

glnce

SAVING THE C(HILDREN.

The papers read at the first session
f the conference at Yale University
an Infant mortality seem from the re-
poris to have been fully as significant
ns the public expected. Porhapa Dr
J. H. Mason Knox and Dr. W
Hutchingon discuss the subject v
ceenest sense of reality. Dr. Allce
nt, of the Woman's Medlcal Col-

of Phlladelphin, ma: SO
welghty remark= on the education of
mothers as a factor In saving the
lives of their ehildren. ‘1 remedy,
if we can jster up the Intelligenca
t ought to do some good In
t of fifty yoars, but It can
aceomplish very little for the present.
When aswoman s old eneugh to he o
mother, she iz past educating. "he
ignornnce and baneful prejudice which
she brings with her Intoa matrimony
#he will ablde by till =she dies. The
time to gducate mothers s when thes
are young girls, and polite public senti-
ment in its present mandlin state for-
bids the slightest mention of the sub-
ject at the only period of life when
1 produce any effect

We onght.not to svalt fifty years
bafore we {ake efficlont measures to

i

| eheck the frightfol death rate of young

children. We ought not to walt one
vear. With our diminishing percent-
nge of birth=s, unless wa can devise
some way {o save the lives of infanta
now neeildlessly lost, we can in no way
escaps race extinction. To urge peopla
to Increass the hirth rate by premadl-
is useloss, oven If 1t iz not

The diminmhinng percentage
of children born annunlly 1s o world-

wide phenomenon dependen upon
causes deep-seated in the very nature
of civilization. There is no way to

reverseé it except by reverting to bar-
bariam; but no ill effects nesd ensue
from It if oniy we cause tho death rate
to fall at the same time. Philosophical
phyaicians Indecd see in the diminish-
ing birth rife of civilized peoples n
divinely ordered refuge from the
miseries of over-population,

Dr. Knox thraw the emphasis of his
dizcussion upon the destructive power
of alcohol, This drug le classed by
Dr. Saleoby, the famooa esogenist, as
a race pelson. It does not act direcily
upon What men of stlence call the
germ plasm, and consequently its ruln-
ons effects are not iruly hereditary;
biit s+ must not forget that for a long
time the child derives all its sustennnce
from the mother's blood which clr-
culates through its velns: and if her
blood is contaminated with alcohel it
potsons the unborn infant, His hodx le
withered, his intelligence hlighted. This
murdering effect on helpless infants is

the warst charge to be Izid to alcohal-
{sm. The udult drunkard can be spar¥d
to his demon without much sense of
loss 1o the world, but it s a pitiful
thing to =ee children poisoned by the
drug before they are horn. This plagne
strikes rich and poor alike. Alcoholism
l= probably even mores prevalent among
wealthy mothers than among the in-
digent. ]

Dr. Woods Hulchinson spoke princi-
pally on the lethal Influence of poverty
which, he muintxined, Is the greatest
cause of infant mortality since it is
the source of ignorance, disease and
dirt. He takes literally that uncoms-
promifing text of Scripture, “The de-
struction of the poor Is their poverty."
It Dr. Hutchinson i= right. we can
hope for no very encouraging decrease
In the death rute of young children
untfl we have found some way to re-
lleve the indigence of thelr parents or,
beger, have taught them to relieve it
themseives. Whether this can be done
or not i=s an open question. There i
no man of normal sentiments who
would nog prefer to see every family
in the world comfortably supported,
but there grée many who yield to coun-
scin of despair and say it can never
be dona. Perhaps they yield too soon.
The falling birth rate is of itseif a
partial remedy for poverty and, If a
correaponding increass of inteliigence
accompanies it. they may in conjunc-
tion soive the problem.

To prevent irremediable misery we
must have a population which in-
creason less rapidly than capital ac-
cumuintes. We may belleve then that
kindly nature has won for us half tha
battle ngainst poverty by checking the
multiplication of hungry mouths. The
other half we must win for ourselves
by accalerating the acvrumulation of
capital Here Fuablan methods secm
to be the only ones that count for
much, Patlence and perseverance
ought to be the motta of all our
philanthropists. It js an error to de-
spise any cxpedicdt however Inade-
nquate It may appear. Trade schoc
better savings banks, freedom of com-
merce, economy in government, every-
thing i & help which either alds men
to produce wealth or encourages them
to save It  The fight with poverty will
be long and heartbreaking, but it can
be won. Glve human intelligence time
enough and it will set the world right.

MIt. RKENNEDY'S WILL

There i a fazhion in charity just as
there s In city chartors and Spring
honnets The will of John Stewart
Kennady, who dled the other day in
New York leaving a fortune of somae
sixty millions behind him, belongs to
thea older mode which Is fast disap-
pearing. His benefactions were many
and diverse, but there was mnothing
original in them., The taste of de-
parting mililonalres In theje lntter days
has been (o do something with thelr
treasures which others have nat
thought of. Alr. Kennedy bestows his
in anclent ways which are pretty good,
but not nearly so good as they might
bhe. Evidently he never gave his mind
to the subject of sclentific charity,
The new problems which are forcing
themselves upon the world and Insist-
ently demanding solution he never
heard of, or If he d4id they meant
Mitle to him He left two and a
quarter millions to n forelgn mission-
ary soclety, an equal sum 1o ‘home
missions, three-quarters of a million
{o & sectarian board of ald for colleges,
end so0 on The whole yast fortune
went in old and well worn channels
which may nssgibly lead somewhere,
but certainiy nobody can say quite
where,

Compare with Mr. Kennedy's some-
what irreflective and stolld charlty the
will of Russell Sage, who left about
the same sum to his wife to disburse
as she chosze, Doubtless before he dled
the astute milllonalre held many con-
ferences svith her as to findl purposes,
but of this nothing transplred through
the will, She was |eft free to adap!
her conduct to contipgencles. Not
every millionaire has the luck to marry
such a wife as Mrs. Russell Sage and
the greater Iuck to be outlived by her,
and yet there must surely be someons
whom each could rely on when he has
to leave his cherished gold behind him,
sonteone whom he could trust to em-
play his for=aken dollars in plous uses
without tving thelr hands, Of all vain
disposals of money the deposit of It
in the hands of a sectarian board of
any =ort seems the vainest. Mrs. Bage
has already dones notabls things with
the fortune she had churge of. The
endowment of socinl ressurch with ten
milllons was a deed well out of the
path of superstitious and almless
routine. Though It iz stll]l byt a new
experiment, Its results have beon
worldwide., The single achlevement of
the Pitt=burg Survey has dons much
for the ¢ause of real religlon In this
country. Mra, Sage has begun the
immensely Importhnt work of applyving
cducaled common sensa to the prob-
loms which people ha hitherto tried
to solve by hlind sentiment. Afr.
Kennedy's gifts merely help to carry
on the old routins. They will furnish
water to keep the mill grinding tno the
cugtomary way, but the grists that
come from It will be o= séanty as ever.

Even the benefactions which Ar
Kennedy has bestowed upon volleges
are open to =ome criticism, ungrateful
though It may geem. To find fault
with what he has done |= a thenkless
task and one which nobody wounld
nndertake for the love of it but there
{s some hope that by polnting out his
mi=tukes futurs milllonaires may be
induced te give more avigely, Charity
I a fine art. It does not come by
nature but must be masterad by study
and close observation of the world.
One may gather from Mr, Kennady's
will thar outside of his business hils
gaze wax fixed more intently on the
nex: world than on thiz one. There
fa no evidence of discrimination or
purpoee in the gifts which went to
Waellesley, Lnke Forest., Smyrna, and
sp on. Doubtless all these schooks are
in need of funds. That i the per-
petun!l and apparently normal condi-
tion of every school in the world. They
will overflow with ;;ruttmc'!e for the
mercies he hes bestowed upon them.
But what will come of itT Nothing.

Compara Mr. Kennedy's purposcless
giving with the farsesing plans of Mr.
Pearsons, who managed by much
smallér benefactions to educate dozens
aof colleges to help themselves and
actually uplifted the whole system of
sectarian education in  the United
States. Unintelligent benefactions tend
to transform our schools into “hlind
mawz" to bprrow 1 phrase from
pocidas. My, Prarsons compelled them
1o cultivate their wiks,

The great masters of iotelligent
charity, as distinguished from mere
stimulation of pauperdom, are Mr
Carnegle and Mr. Rockefeller. These
men- of genluz notl unly heed the pre-
copt to give fresly as they have re-
celved, but they heed it with incom-

‘parable sanity., Whatever eithar of
them bestows has a clear purpose.
Nothing of thelrs falls Into ancient
ruts. Their charity s up with the
times In the fine sense of being npplic-
able to the nesds of the times. I8
our educational syxtem chaotic, & mers
huddle without ‘intent? Mr. Rocke-
felier gives fifty mililons to reduce it
underthe principle of reason.. Is medi-
cal offort baffied by problems which
its prezent apparatus secms inadequate
to solve?- Mr. Rockefeller endows a
hospital for research. When the
ravages of the hodkworm are made
indisputable he turns over to the phy-
sicians a million dollara to help them
study it. Has the world ever seen such
& benefactor before? It seems to be
deowning upon ua that Mre. Rockefeller
has founded an entirely new species
of statesmanship, something Infinitely
better than anything we have ever
reached through' politics 1t = =
statesmanship which discards elrcume-
jocution and red tApe utterly, which
delves to the hedrt of problems and
strides forthwith to their solution.
Compare his undeviating and swift
beneficence with the muddy mooanings
of the United Stutes Bennte, swhich
never can do anything without first
eonsuiting the fetish of constitutional
law, and seldom acts even when the
omens are propitious. Comparing the
aimless wrigglings of that wvast and
expensive machine with the alert and
sure methods of Mr., Rackefeller we
mnpy galn some notion of the superi-
ority of intelligence over superstition.

"EXOW-YOUH-OWN-STATE"” COAM-

PAIGN.

Dry farming for arid Oregon and
jrrigation for humid Oregon Iz the
paradoxical siogan of the Oregon Con-
servation Commission appointed Inst
June by Governor Benson. This body
{8 undertaking a study of the state's
natural resources. the extent of their
presont use and methods of increasing
their use along approved lines, having
constantly In mind co-oporation with
National and other state organizations
of like purposo To begin with, the
Commissien has lnunched what may be
called a “"Know-your-own-state' cam-
palgn. Cash prizes are offered to uni-
vearsity and to high school students for
the best_papers on consarvation tapics,
namely: Foreats of Oregon, irrigation
institutions, sofls, dry-land farming,
roads and fish, Detalls of the offer are
publishad in another page of The Ore-
gonlan today. Co-operation of school:
and colleges throughout tha state is
urged. No doubt therewlll he prompt
and zealous responss,

It goes without sayving that the work
of the Commission avill have suppart
without limit from the entire press of
Dragon Little s vet generally known
of the possiblHtiex of dry farming In
the sastern and éentral sections of the
stete, Where 4 generous Government
Eives a aettler, free qf charge, 220
gores of lund that will produce half a
crop, it {8 well worth while to study
methods which promise to increasa the
nistural yield. The practioal side of
muaking two stalka of graln grow where
one grew before makes universal ap-

Dosi: aulnad

A RBOOK OF ESSAYES

The essgy scoms destined to gain
much the same Importance In the
gravoer literuture of the United States
that the short story has attained In
fictlon. Every yeoar sees a larger nume-
ber of volumes of y= published
und it i sncouraging to mote that
they <¢onstantly improve both in the
fiber of atyle und In the power of
thought, The voluma by Louise Collier
Willeox, which tha Harpers have just
Ixsued, contains =o little of the frivo-
lous or oven the humorous that it reads
oceazionally more like Baxter than
Charles Lamb. Itz themos are aweighty,
and they are treated with almost &
Bueonlan gravity of thought. The
gentences do not conform to the popu-
lar taste for Frenchy hashiness.
They are long and sonoro A person
swinging in a dos hammock aof a
Summer afternoon could not follow
thom, They exnct vigilant attontion
and for the most part they repay it.
The essay on Friendship 8 one of the
most stimulating to reflection. After
the subject his baen tren hy protty
nenrly every o yvigt In the world from
Lucian to Emorson, it Is wonderful to
gae how much there remained for Mizs
Willcox to say about it that had never
been  suid before. If her remuarks
cannot be called sparkling, they shine
at any rate with a serene luminosity
svhich Is better, After all, a steady
flow of closely knit thought zatisfies
the mind quite as well 23 & volley of
eplgramas.

Miszs Willcox takes the engaging view
that marringe is in reality an introduc
tion friendship and there ought
a preparation for it,. When the initial
firee of boy and girl passion have
burned out, nothing but cold ashes may
remain, but on the other hand the
ardent flames MAnsY be suceeeded by a
steady glow of friendship which bids
defiance to time and faces the long
years of mature life undauntsd, A cynic
sald Jong ngo that the best sve could
expect from marriage was a tal int
friendship, as If that wers a ponr
apology for hliss, Our e=sayist argnes
that it iz anything bhut a poor apology.

It Is not an apology at all, in fadt, but |
the very realliy of ‘bliss.  All friendship |

must be ‘tolerant, she polntx out, or
It soon dies, The best of us have so
nuny faults that If we retaln a friend
more than a week or two it Is because
he resolutely decidea to overlook what
i= worst in us. Ha shuts his eyes to
our grossest hideousness and refuses
to llsten when we are foolish or hate-
ful But it is only falr to wrelched
humanity to add that in the worst of
us there i 50 much good that a saint
can be on intimals friendship #ith the
direst sinner if only he Is saint enough
ta dare the experiment. The more
ke God a man is the more charm
he dlscovers in sinners.

One of the quesyr tralts in friendship
which Emerson overlooked Miss WHI-
¢ox has noticed and commented upon,
It 15 the fhelination of geniusges to find
companionship among people who are
cammanplace or even rough. Ew
body remembers how much Walt
Whitman thought of a sietcar con-
ductor. Dr. Johnson's best friend was
a not very Intallectua! brewer, and we
are informed by some writers that
Shakespeare found his most congenial
company in the boozy frequenters of
the Inn at Stratford. Opposites atiract
one another. Men of genius do not
a5 u Tule marry woemen asvho shine
intellectually. They are apt (o seek
wives who supply a soft cushlon of
stupidity for them o reposse their
waary minds upon. It Ix true that
gifted women usanlly try to find hus-
bande as bright a= thempaives, but ane
may safely conciude that It ¥ only
their Inexpaerience of life which causes
them to do 1. Thelr marriages would

Y-

| pure commer

be'a grest deal happler If they in-
viarinbly stedded fools. €atherine of
Russin z=howed her iIntslligence in
nothing mors briiliantly than in her
solection of husbands, or substitutes
for husbands. Among all the numer=
ous men who filled this fmportant
office at her court we read of not a
single one who could have passed for
anything but a slmpleton. The Greeks,
had a consistent plan for keeping their
wamen stupld. Had this anything to
do with the extreme Intelligence of the
Grecilan men? In America It seems
to de the women who are bright, Wl
it folow that our men are doomed 1o
brutlsh blockheadedne What Is the
ottlook? The deughters of our male-
factors of great wealth who marry
their fathers' coachmen ard® probably
fulftiling the great connublnl intent of
naturo that husband and wife should
stand at the opposite poles of intelll-
Rence. .

Friendship, Miss Willcox justly ob-
serves, Uemnnds not only perpetual
tolerance, but It also exdcts incessant
effort. It Is an easy thing to begin
but exjremely difffcult to continue
Most friendships dle In a few days
after they are born, llke most human
Infants, ‘The reason In both tases Is
lack of Inmtelligent eare. The phliogo-
phera psed to say that to Keep the
universe In being God hiad to ervests
it anew every lnstunt. If he should
forget his task only ance evervihing
woulg perish like n candls golng out
in a high wind, However this may he
wea kKnow, all of us alas too well, how
much painful energy we must spend
to make our frionds endurable. At
best they are wretched creatures full
of faults and malice, Mliserable sin-
ners 2l of them, we must be on tho
mwatch Incessantls to keep vigorously
forgiving them or tha feeble flumo of
friendship will flicker and expire. Soe-
Ing the difficulties in the way, It Is
one of the glorious mysteries of human
nature that friendships exist at sll,

4

= TWO FIONEERS.

A single dny of the week that has
just ended witnessed the passing of
two of Portland’s earliext cliiizens and
men of prominencs in itz ploneer eri.
Peter Taylor died Friday morning at
the nge of 87 vears. He came 0
Portland, then a straggling village In
a clearing in the forest, in 1833,
As cabinet - maker, pattern - maker,
foundryman, member of the Volun-
teer Fire Depariment and general
promoter of ¢ivie Interests Mr. Taylor
passed the long years of an active
and ugeful manhood. His record is
that of worthy and hanorable clilzens
ship.

Joseph H. Lambert also came to
Portland in 1852, a young man, and
here he spent the yvears of a long and
useful life, pasing nway quietly at
noon last Friday at the age of 83
years, Mr. Lambirt was well known
in the early politicil Iife of Multnomuph
County and In the organized temper-
ance work of the state ns conducted
by the Order of Good Tempiars It
I=s perhaps as o horticulturalist, hows-
ever, thit he achieved the widest
prominence, the Lambert cherry stand-
ing for hisx name and success In this
flold of labor, as the Burbank potato
has long stood for the early schiave-
ment of Luther Burbank. Success
crowned tha effor of Mr. Lambert
all along the line of hizs activitica

The lives of these men are In simple
evidence of the value of persistont,
conkistent Industry as applied to the
ordingry opportunitiex that present
themselves, They cama here, young
men secking; both rose to meot the
industrial opportunities that canme with
the passing veurs, married early in life,
maintained home brought up famili
and nequired honorable stunding and
financinl independenc Boih were
men of sobriety, probily and industry,
and “by on of strongth,'” drawn
from the simplicity of the llves they
elected to lead, both passed the age
of four = and each WwWant
pegcefully tg his rest according to the
plan of nature, lenving to his descond.
antg the heritage of a good name, and
to tha community tha réecord of & well-
spent -

)
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The New Th
cuted In New York
is the flrat import
seen in this cour
homae for the drax g
known playhouses on tho continent of
Europe enjoy rbeidles from the gov-
ernment. ‘The theater in Christianis,
of which Ibsen was director for some
vears, recelves an annuoal donation
from the Norwegian Parlisment, the
Comoedie Francaise has depeniled part-
I on the Yeneroxity of the French
sury from the time of Mollere, and
idents familiny with Franz Grill-
parzer’s career Know how much he
was hielped and hindered by the part-
nership between the Austrian crown
and ithe Hofburg Theater in Vienne.
Enthusinsts have long hoped that soma
of the municipal or stute governmaents
in this conntry might see thelr v
to follow the Europoa® example and
Ut some theater put of the slough of
tll=m by an endowment,
Such o hopée |s groundless, Dramatic
art |s not vet apprecinted in America
highil gh tn c¢ause politiclans to
Rep v advantage In fostering it, even
If they could do so without risk. There
wonld be xome risk, as the pulpit
tirades agafnst the drama prove pretiy
cldariyv,

Like most of our benefactions to
hospitals, colleges and nuresrics, the
cendowment of tho thouter has {inally
come from privata sources. The New
Theater in New ¥York has been founded
by the contributions of & number of
men of great wealth who have Invested
a large sum of money in It without
much expectations of earning any divi-
dends, They do not searn pro bt
thelr plans for the new ph 5& are
laid independsntly of flhancia! con-
siderations. The bullding and Its ap-
pointments #are o the grand scale.
The aecommodations for the actors are
sumptuoue, The stage 1s larger than
uwyuel and so devised as to bring actors
and audience nearer together than in
the ordlnary theater., The princips!
purposa of this Is to furnish & suitable
=tage for grand opera. The New The-
nter f8 to prodoce both musical and
Hterary drama.

One of the most interesting profects
of the founders !s the maintsnance of
an old-fashioned stock company like
those which exist in all the good thes-
ters of Europe, Shakespeare's plays
were written for a stock company and
many of the parts were created for
particular actars, The same |s trus
of Mollers'a comoedles, Jhson's plays
wore first ‘aoted by stock companies,
Even In thls country the star with his
traln of transient nonenities = a recent
Innovation, The older and better

vay

enol

| tradition of the New York and Bostan

stage tells of permaneént companies of
players. In the exemplary stock coms-

pany, the mmbition i= to =ecure noneo
but meritorious: plavers. There may
be two or & dozen stavs, the tore the
befter; and actors without good artistic
ability ars exciuded.

The re-cstablishment of the stock
company promises great things for
attendants at the New Theator. The
rules for producing plays promise As
much more. For one thing no lu-
terminable “ruma’™ nre to be permittad,
no matter how well«a play tukes
Nothing % to be acted more than four
times in the samo week nnd nlways
from Monday to Saturday three differ-
ent plays are to appenr. The repertory
of the company & to he worldwide.
They will act pleys from all lands and
all ages. They plan to revive the good
old plays by Greek and Latin authors
as well as those from the French,
Spanish and other European litern-
tures. But there I8 Lo be no surfeit
of this diet. The standard old plays
will appear at sultable intervals and
In & regular suceession so that a peraon
who attends the New Theater for a
serles of Winters will ultimately have
soen all the drumutic lteratare of the
world that s worth seclng. Roecent
playe of merit will al=o be acted often
enough to =ave them from oblivion,
but thy main purpose of the founders
ls to stage mew plays preferably by
Amgrican anthors. To gut 1t boldly,
they intend o encourage genlus, even
that thriftiess speciea of genlus which
ventures to awrite playvs on  new
subjects and develop unfashionahle
themes. One may dizcern in the plans
of thess plutocratic founders an ambi-
tion to push forwoard the developmont
of our American dramatie Htoruture.

It 1s superfluous to =ay that the
splirit of the times js with them. Come-
mercinlized as our stige may be. it has
nevertheless openaed of Iate years with
maiarked hospimlity to plays which are
something more and botter than mers
grin-provokers. Ibsen, Pinero, Shaw
and Sunermann have all been acted
throughout the country and in the
oompaotition swith “"Chaorlis's Aunt* and
similar foibles they have succeeded en-
opuragingly. The actors have made
money out of them. This looks well
for the New Thenter. 1t ia als RfCE-
able to remember that only rt of
its steady patronage will come from
New York. The thousands of Intelli-
gent people who visit the metropolls
every Winter and atay months or
weeks will be regular attendints, or
many of them will, and thoy will carry
back home net only the memory of
happy hours but nlso the ambltion to
see something of the same Kind in
their own towns The progeny of the
New Theat s llkely tn be numerous,

Next month, when Halley's comet
will be wisible to the naked eve, this
colestial visitor will be a topic of uni-
versal ingquiry and discussion. Later,
when it stretches scross one-third of
the sky. Interest will be Ilntense. Chil-
dron and youth will demand knowl-
adge pertaining to the phenomenon., A
groat desl of information on the sub-
ject by & professional astronomer, in
popular form, Iz presented on page 3,
section 6, of this issue of The Ore-
gonian, After it iz read, It should he
preserved for future reference. Other
articles by Profe il fol.
low In The Sund

Dr. Cook, savs Professor Parker,
never got within ten milles of the
summit of Mount MoKinley., Professor
Parker belongs to Columbia University
and wasa along with Cook Ih 1008 Bat
how does Parker Knov Cook climbed
the mountaln alone (with Barrill) and
Cook saw himsaelf de I, ahd ya %0,
If anyone doubts, he offérs to go back
to Alaska and show him the mountain.

Will anyhody tell why the mwater
owers of the Deschutes are thes
ritage. of the people™ any more
an the water powers of the Con-
oticut, Susquehanna, or Coosa? This
pizure of the people's water power”
—Ii& the East In any position to mike
complaint against the We The East

sgources” in the West.

Thera is awful distress in the Demo-
oratlc camp, lest the Republicans of
Oregon should “commit party suiclde"
by holding assemblies to suggest
naminations, and by rejection  of
“stafement one.”  What terrible fear
of “Republican wreck™ haunts the
minds and perturbs the =souls of George
Chamhberiain, Alex Sweek, and the
Portigand Jouraall

The hov bank robber In Kansas who
heid his pursuers at bay with 4 gun
and shot himself to evade capture
declared tn his companion: YA real
robber fighta on till tha last™ That
seems the motio of bank robbers in
Knangas, Oregon and olsewhere, hoth
deaperadoes and gentiemen.

A blg new salmon hatchery will
be ppenead at Ronneville tomorroy
canperymen and fishermen wiil
in ¢ ceremonies. This mestling of
2ximon profectors and galmon dostroy-
ors should be recorded as one of the
wohderful sventa of the age

In the peading election of members
of the School Board in Spokane, the
rellying ory of the followers of Mrs
Battinger, one of the candidites, will
hie “More spalling and less art Good
enough, She ought Lo be elocted on
that I==ue.

Health officials: are now counting
the number of germs in milk to the
cuble centimetar. This chalr-warming
Joh i more comfortable than rounding
up dirty dairvmen In the c¢old and
well

Mr. Bowes, Miss Hiington's selected,
is at Reno, ready to have her darn
his old socks. Everyhody hopes she
will always be happy to do It but never
to sav §i.

Water may be scarce on Mars be-
cause |t Isu't needed. The inhabitants
may be joy riders; ansyway, It {8 prob-
able there Is no prahibitlon pariy.

Of course if McCarthy i= the Kind
of Mavor San Franclsco Illkes, San
Francisco likes that kind of & Mayor,

The oldest inhabltant can remembor
a eolder night than last night st this
senzon of the year. Asak him about it

|

The (*hicago acientista who say our
ancestors werns Texas lizarda may
speak for themaelves.

1

Who, after 13.000 miles of dinners,
ever got home In as good condition
ms President Taft?

A’ hero, nowadays, must show more
bravery afterward than before,

oxtremely anxfous to conserve “our

GETTING BACK 70 SANE WAYS,

Convention Syatem Iy Fational Rem-
edy for Our Troubles.
The Enterprise, Independance.

The ivention systom upproaches
the nearert to the l(deal of any on-
dition in the history of the wetld. It
should be rememberad that the great
Government of the United Statey grow
out of convention. Imagine an attempt
to do the great work of the forefathers
through the bullot rymtem of todany. In
any groar erisis of tho past wha: would
have been the Hult had the counclls
nf the people n expresacd (hroagh
the blind syste of the pr

nary of to-

day—shaping-the destiny of th
commonwealth by "mark wit
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threshold of this came the election of
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United States Senator for Oregon. The

sume law elected a Do Gov-
ernor, the Influenca of wi Ve 1N 0
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do no 1 i calamit o much

ox to'ahow how gunrdians of ie have
hean powerless In the protection of the
pubile welfare,

Tha yearning af all demoeratic
minds—of those who feel the ralght
of emplro on ir hands—
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Delegaten (o Assembly.
Paople's Press, Portland.
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Why Not Amssembiy?
Advocate, Portland
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intimated that before the « & pri-
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men are voluntarily 3
ance of their own consplracy. They
waore sunmimoned lietra feaom: afar 1o

Iy the suthorities.

break the low and <
The A rovide an abun-
danca od food for prisonmera who
will wark. For lncorrigible nnd untres-

sanable n it provi bread and
water, afl to nocape this scanty fare,
the men have only [0 prodr to abey

the laws Tf, thersfore, they hunger
they have themsslves to hlamea: and yat
groater blume must fail on the leadacs
who Lhave given thean poor victimg such
hearfiess and foolish counsel.

N Chance for n Juggie.

b | Bpactator, Portland.

No one-in favor of holding a
lican assembly 'k denled the
gantatives of other party
tn hold an wssembly The O
goom Lo faar thoet (T an assembly i
ithoy will be unahble to juggle It as they

have juggled the direct primary.




