T N

—
-

I LT

| THE SUNDAY OREGONTAN. PORTLAND, SEPTEMBER 19. 1909.

PORTLAND, OREGOXN.

Entared st Portlznd, Ovegon PaowsiofMce a8

Eecond-Class Matter

ription Rate dably o Advance.
(By Mail)

Dally, Sanday Incloded, one Y687, .......-SR.00

Daily. Sunday incinded, sz monthe...... &35

Pally, Sunday included, thres tmonths... 235

Daily. Sunday tncluded, toe month. ..... T
Dally, without Sunduy, one Year........ 00
Traily, withaut Sunday, alx mopnths. ... 333
Datlly. without Sundsy, thres months. ... L35
Dally, without Sunday, ene month._..... .80
KLY, ODF FRAT..c.vcsnrve civesenes 1RO
Bunday, one TOAF. . ... cces.assis suse 200
Bnpday and weskly, one PEAr......-«+s LBO
(By Currier.)
Delly., Sunday inciuded. ons year..,.... 000
tiy, Sunday included, one month.... T8
How to Remit—=Send postaffice money

personal check on
mpa ¢oln or curreacy
&r+ at the sander's risk. Give ponoffire ad-
dress In faoll Incipding county and stata

Postage Rates—10 (o 14 ea. 1 cent; 16
in 28 paged, 2 canta: 50 to 40 pages, § cants;
48 1o 80 pages, 4 centa Forsign postage
doghle rates

Eastern Buasiness Offire—The 5 . Beck-
with Special Agenoy—New Tork., rooms 48.
B0 Trivune bullding Chicago, rooms 310-533
Trikuns hullding

order, sxpress order
your local hank 8

FORTLAND, SUTNDAY, SEFT. 15, 1800

TAFT'S TARIFF SFEECH.

The Prealdent's speech on the tariff
will bring much eriticism npon him.
He can scarcely sxpect other conse-
auences, On the whols, he defends
the Payne bill. Buch course he deems
& necessity of ths situmtion. So far
ax the tariff may affect pelitics;, the
Fresident realizes that his Administra-

tion must stand or fall by this bl |
S0 he makes It 4 party matter He
hnd much to do with bringing the

bill into Its present shape, by forcing
convessions from the Senate, and he
tukes his stand directly against the
Republionn Jpsurgents, who voted
Egairst it on its final passage.

His aspeech raisea the question
whether they are to be susinined by
tha constitnenta, especially by those
of tha Republican party, or not. Tha
Fresident commits his party. Thia
spesch means no more tariff legisla-
tion Auring his term.

Protection, If not a principle, at
lsant s the purpose thes countiry.
The Insurgents themselves claim to
he protectionisis But they say the
“beneflts” of protection are not ralriy
distriduted. This w=ill always be =
matter of opinfon long as protes-
tinn shall stand as policy, and the
opinfen will depend chiefly on local,
pectional, or even personal Interest
The country wil hearken to the
principle of A farif? for revenune; and
vach district or section contends under
preotectinn wntages for ltself
In such contemtion over "the ple™ It
iz Inevitahle that some wlil complaln
that others are getting lurger
Plecen.

The
bill n
na far
reachad.
to put in
those who
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interests,

President belleves
compromise of
Aas compromise can nDow
effe f his spoech I
wrtnhle pasition
I protection for
the industries of ¢ r own or
districts, yet want “the other feilow™
10 accept reduced duiles, or go an the
free list. But al » thiy country Is re-
enlved on malnte (T protection,

these
be

t

uncomf

desire 0N

=lnles

of

this bill,. most probably, s as fair as
any bill could be on that basis “The
country wants protection,’” the Preal-
dent saym 1o profecilonisis “You
have It. and you never will pet a4
fairer or better protection bilL" -

Years ago It =remed prohable that

—— :
sensible mor fair. Cook had as much |
right to discover the Poie as Peary.
The iatter was beiter Enown as an
Arctie explorer, but he had not pre-
empted the region. Other men were
not made trespassers thers by hls prior
adyentures. Nor ia there any reaaon
in declaring = statement false when
Cook makes it and true when Peary
makes 1t.  If the two expiorors say the
same thing, &5 they do In almost every
particuinr, each adds to the credibil-
fty of the other. It ls Impossible to
belleve the one and doubt the other.
It we belleve aither we must bellove
both. and the fact of thelr close agree-
meant renders It absurd to refact thelr
common testimony. If Peary reached
the Pole, so did ook, Otherwise how
did he come to describe {t precisely as
Peary does?

PORTLAND PHEFERS PORTLAND.

The burden of the complalnt made
in the testimony of the Astoria mwit-
nesses, nt the common point hearing,
wiilch closed in this city yesterday,
was that, In deepening the channel
from Portland to the sea, the Port of
Portland bad interposed o Dbarrier
which prevented Asxtoria from becom-

Ing a great seaport To nullify the
effect of this great expenditure of
money, which Portinnd has made in

the commerce of the Co-
lumblae Hasin may have eazy ACCOSS
to and from the world's markets, an
effort s now bhelng made to force the
railroads to haul frelght over the 100
miles of road betwaoen the two clties
froe of Lhnrg&n This procecding
woild be, of courss, such A rank dis-
crimination agalnst Portiand that It
would not be permitted to exist, for
some means would be found of re-
moving It

%eal of Astoriane in attempting to
securs hdvantages which nature has
denied them fs, of course, commend-
nhle, and Portland has no obhjection
to Amtoria getting all of the busi-
ness that ean legitimaioly be attracted
to the month of vhe river. But Port-
land people In the future, as in the

order thsat

past, will prefer {o do busziness In
Portiand. In deepening the river, In
providing rallroad and wharf facill-

tes and In entering objection to any
attempt by unnatural methods to dl-
vert Lo other ports traffic #hich nat-
urnlly belong= (o this port, this ity is
mearely protecting s own  Intereste
Astoriz wiil continus to grow, and the
Puget Sound citles will do likewlss,
but the #xtont of this growih will de-
pend on the natural advantages of the
respective porta and the enterprise of
the citizens In making the most of
these advantagos

FPortland has no intention of mov-
Ing to Astoris, to Tacoma or to Seat-
tle. The ¢ty was founded by far-
sesing men, who sslocted the site st
the most convenient point af which
the commerce of Innd and sea could
mest for Interchange Time has al-
ready vindicatad the Judgment of the
founders of Portland, and thers svill
he ne fteserval of that Jjudgment.
Portland In the future, as in the past,

will maintain a chnnnel to the aed of
sufficient depth to float any vessel
that can enter the river.

CONCERNING COMETS.

Next Spring will not be the first time
that Halley's comet has made a bril-
Hnnt appearance in the sky. It has
been n regular visitor to the solar
systam for many conturlies, perhaps

policy of taxmtion of foreign goods,
coming Into the United States, might
ba ussd as a principle or method of

1s thoroughly committied to protection,

revenue, mainty; if for protection, |
only Incidentally mo This wonld |
mean a tariff for revenue The Dem-
oeratic party for a time seemod tnl
stand behind this prined But It
moon ceased to support the principle,
and after awhile abandoned It :;if_n-‘
gether. At this time the Democratic
party, th many parts of the country, |

for the suke of protection In every
state and district where the Demo- |
cratic party i In the ascendant, and
where Inrge Intercsts clamor for pro- |
tection, its representatives in Con-
groas lend effictent ald to.the pollcy.
Last March, when Camnmon and FPayne
weres In extremiiy, n consequence of
thelr abandor t by the Republican I
insurgents, Democrats from many
districts that wanted protection for
those local “iInterests”™ pefuked 0 r-\.'ll
swith the cancus of thelr own [);.r:_l.'.l
and In he skirmizh for organlzstion
of thes House, tood In" with =up- |
, porters of Cannan. The prolectionists
of the Democmiic party were afrnid |
to give the opponents of protection |

=

power to organize the Hause,
1at Cannon and Payne walk
with 1L

Now, therefore, {t heolutely trme
thnt the Pemocratic ps cannot be |
depended on to dlsestablish protection, '
or render effcieont J} nee In
that behalf, Had Democratic mem-
bers of Congress fjoined the Insurgant
members, the rale of the
Cannon and Payne would
y broken. But groupa
Democratlc members stuck the
Republlcan pgot fonists, regarding
the tariff a= a local question and hold-

awny

Is n
Bty

i

Rep
House b3
have bean utterl)

of o

ing that the mmteresta of their dis-
tricts must be conserved,
SBince the tariff question has got

into this state, there & not much dse
to swrangie over it Protaction now
ts, and for years to come, will be the
policy of the country. Over the de-
talls, thers always will be conten-
tjon. But such is the attitude of both
parties, In thelr contentlion for local
advantage or henefits, that it is Im-
posstdble to regard the tariff as & party
question. The most vigorous protests |
ageinst protection as a policy come |
not from Demo-

from Reopublicans,

orats. But the majority of the Repub-
lican party is for protection, and
President Taft stand: with {t. A large |
proportion of the Democratic party |
alsn ls for protection, and stand |
ready to furnish the support for it
whenever needed. This, now, Is the

siate of the tnriff qguestion.
A QUESTION OF VERACTI.

It {8 a curious example of the per-
versity human nature that many
persons question Dr. Cook's veracity
schile they accept Peary’s unhaesitat-
ingly. Perhaps they faal vagueoly that
Peary had a better right than his rival

aof

to discover the Pole, and therefore
they bellove statements from him
which they reject when Cook makes

them. Take the rate of travel, for ex-
ample. Both men say they made over
fiftean miles a day upon the final dash
porthward, The Peary partisans de-
clnre that no such speed was possible
for Dr. Cook, but their own idol could
make 12 with no difficulty st all. ' So it
wns with tha polar optical phenome-
snig which Dr, Cook has described.
The Peary worshipers cred ount that
they were incredible when read in the
ook narrative, but as soon as Peary
reélated the same things they became
ue naturnl as sunrise.

Now this sort of thing is selther |

| The

| sion that

glnee the beginning of things, and has
more than once terrified the mighty
with its {laming splendorns. If was
this comet which appeared in 1458,
when the Turks were beslaging Bel-
grade and threatening to driva Chris-
tianity out of Europs. FPope Callxtus
11 was so frightened at the ovil omans
he saw In Itz tall that he Jaunched a
bull against It and commeanded all the
fatthful to unite In prayor agninst the
monster. Thelr priayers prevalled.
The cometl snlled quletly away to
pome other department of the universe
and A1d not a purticle of harm. It s
marvelous what an effect the petitions
of the pious sometimes have upon the
course of Nature. but in this instance
one mny Bafely guess that the comet
wonld have actad about as It did hnd
Callxtys held his pesce. The truth of
the mwtter I1s that with all thelr pa-
rade and bluster, comets a= a rule ars
not hig enough to accamplish muth
elther for good or harm. In thelr
faculty for puffing themselves out so
A= 1o present s terrifying appearance
withgiit much substance to back it uap

they are amaszingly llke turkey gob-
bicra.

The Ingenious Ignatius Donnelly,
tha raging terror of orthodox Shakes-

peareans, wrote &2 book about the year
1887 entitled “Ragnarok,” in which he
nndertook prove that the wast
“drift”™ of cobblestones and clay which
covera a great part of the Northern
Mississippl Valley wus depoaited by the
tail of a comet through which the
enrth once had the misfortune Lo
sweep. In axeited paragraphs he de-
scribes the deluge of mud and stones
which desolated the world and aslew
its Inhabitants. Incldentally he opines
that the Impsct of the cometl's tail
nlso slewad the earth’s axis around so
that evar since that fatal day we sall
through space lopslded toward the
plansé of the ecliptic. Of courss the
succession of the seasons was funda-
mentally altered by this catastrophe.
Ona may very easlly be too hasty In
iInughing the speculative Ignatius out
of eourt. He s not altogsther sheurd.
That the drift must have come from
somewhere g cartain, and nobody can
deny that the earth not oniy lops
toward the plane of the ecliptic, but
that it wobbles ungracefully as It
skims along, just as it might do If &
comet’s. tail had disarranged its ideas.
only serious trouble with Don-
nelly’s theory is that the tall of the
hggest comet ever sesen does mnot
weigh much more than an ounce.

Sir Isnac Newton sald on an occa-
if 4 tomet’s tajl could ba
compressed into a4 thimble it would be
abhout as dense a8 the sarth’'s Atmos-
phere. Imagine, then, how very fer
from dense it musi be when It Is
sproad pompously through a space of
some soores of millons of miles In
fact, astronomers have been puzsled
first and last to concelve whiat the con-
ditiom of the maatter must be which
composes a comet’s tall. There are
few substances wo know anything
about which are so exceadingly tenu-
ous, The hazs which thinly ovep-
hangs the hills on a September after-
noon s compact In comparison with It
Stars of the fifth megnitude shine
through thousands of milles bf tall
without any logs of hrillancy, and we
are pretty certain that on June 30,
1861, the earth #was involrad In one
for several hours, though mnobody
knew at the time that anything ex-
trnordinary was happening. There
wis no deluge of rocks and clay. There
was not even & pestilence or the death
of any renowned monarch. One curl-
ous thing sabout cometa’ tails Is the
way they sweep around through the

sky so a8 to keep pointed luvamiubly

Lo

away. from the sun. The sun ssems
to frighten or at least repel them. To
accomplish this amazing féat they
scurry through space much maore
swiftly than the theory of vitation
permits, and =avants have been hard
put to it to account for thelr conduct,
which Is highly erratlc, If not scandal-
atis,

Speculation on this point ha= led to
the conciusion that the tail of & comet
{a not mutter at all in the ordinary
gross senee of the word. Nelther is It
an actoal ghost, one hastons to add,
though few things are more ghostly.
It is probably n wan and wiasted as-
somblage of electrons, which, as
everybody knows, are nothing mora
nor less than IHtle wads of negative
electriclty. Now the sun is negatively
electrified also, and when wa recall
the fact that two charges of electricity
of the sama kind alwayx repel each
other., we have the secret of the
strange performances of a comet's tail.
It Is driven away from the sun ex-
sotly as the thin Jeaves of a gold slec-
trometer rapel each other, But the
tait is not the whole of a comset by any
means, though It is by far the most
terTifying portion, There 18 also a
head, which, ke the majorily of hu-
man heads, is comparatively qulescent
and innocuous, We#must beware at
this point of trylng to push the re-
semblancs between comets and men
too far, for while we possess a stom-
ach, or middle segmant, the heavenly
visltant has naone. Tt s all head and
tafi, without body.

The head or solld part of a comst Is
composed of that sort of material
which Ignatius Donnelly wrongly
placed in the tail, although he greatly
cxnggerated the quantity of it In any
single one. it = & mass of small
stones such as we often see falllng
earthward on a clear night, a bunch of
meteors, in faet, held together rather
loozsly by thelr mutual attraction,
Opr November meteor Fhowers come
from the rubbish which a comst has
scattered at the point where it crosases
the earth’'s orbit. Gravitation draws
them Into the atmosphere, and svhen
they strike it the impact heata and
usually vaporizes them. This Novem-
bear meteor comet makes regular trips
around thoe sun. The same la trie of
Halley's and a foew others, bot maost
of those which visit our solar systom
shaer off agaln into inflnite space And
never come back: They are ships
which we pass In the night. glimpae
fleetingly and know nothing further
forevermore.

SOME OF OCR FOES,

In one of the satirical chapters of
“La Terre,” Zola tellts how the hero's
wife and hir cow happened to fall sick
at the same time. For the suffering
cow the good man Iabored with
strenuous zeal all night long.  Plteous
sas his grief at the thought of losing
her and great was his joy when, as
the dawn broke, she seemed to be out
of danger. In the meantime his wife
had been left to got through the night
the best way she conld. If she did
not dle it was mot because her hus-
band valued her above his lvestock.

The feeling that human life is some-
thing which It is worth while to take
palns to save seams to be one of the
last and highest products of civillza-
tion. Aeccording to Zola it had not
yet apppeared among the French
pensantry when he wroie “La Terre.”
Arcording to many ohservera it s
comparatively rare In the Unitad
States. There ls a bitter saying, com-
mon among workingmen, that human
bodles are the chaapest commodity on
the markast. Dr. L. O, Howardl, In an
article in the Geographlc Maganine, on
our economic loases through inseots,
repeata the reproach thati, while the
Jovernment has done wonders to pre-
serve the health of pigs, cows and
horses, It has never sucoeeded very
wall in doing & similar service for men
and women. In fact, some of our
siate governments permit little chil-
dren to be done to death by the hun-
dred In factories when an easy leg-
islative nct would save tham.

Dr. Howard’s article in the Geo-
graphic Magazine ia reprinted from
one of the bulletins of tha Department
of Entomology, and many others of
slmilar character have been lssued.
Lately the Government has been try-
ing to make the peopls of the coun-
try understand what a dangerous
epnemy ther have in the common ty-
phold My, which passes undar the in-
nocant nllas of the houselly. This
fiithy pest !s probably accountable for
more deaths than any other Insect in
the Unlted States, but, taking the
world over, the mosquite’s record ex-
cels. ‘There wans a time when the
mosquito was thought to be a good
joke, espacially the Jommey varlety.
Our so-callad humorista have all had
thelr laugh over it. Nowadays
joke has preity compigtely disap-
peared, and Intelliigent people under-
stand that death has few more ef-
fectlve ullles on earth than the tiny
mogquito, Dy, Howard recurs;to the
well-known fact that the propagation
of yellow fever has beon traced to
these Insects In all parts of the trop-
jcs, and he tells agaln In his articls
the interesting story of the prevention
of vellow fever epldemica In Cuoba, In
Loulsians, on the Isthmus of Panama,
and in other plages, by draining mud-
puddles and thus:extirpating roosqui-
toes. These pests played an important
part In causing the fallure of the
French engineers who undertook to
dlg ths Panama Canal. Mosquitoea
not only killad off thelr workmen in
suech numbers that excavation was hm-
poaded, but they wers also fatal to the
officers, who were, of course, Dbetter
protected than the men. Dr, Howard
tella of & band of elghtsen yvoung en-
gineers avho came from France on
the same ship. Within a month wll
but one of them had been killed by
infectlon from mosquito bites.

The mesquito which spreads yel-

Jow fever infection by jis Dbite 1=
called stegomyia calopus by the
jenrned. It is mot so Interesting to
people In this part of the world ua
the species which carries malaria
{from one per=on to another, hecauss
we are not subject ‘to yeliow fever,

while malaria knows no Nmita, either
of soll or temperature. The malaria-
bearing mosquito is called anopheles,
Parhaps It has not yel made it way
to the Columbia Filats, but if it ever
does, malaria may become as deadly
# pest here as it is on the Roman
Campagha, or about Lake Kopals In
Gieace. Places mlong the Columbia
have thus far been singularly fren
srom malaria, and naturally the su-
perstition has arisen that the locallty
s immune. One malarial patient from
some othar locality, and a swarm of
anopheles mosquitoes to bite Rim and
carry his germs to other people, will
anon destroy this  blissful  iHusion.
There & no such thing as Immunity
from malara. It goes mverywhare
and atincks evervhody. Sclentists os-
timate that fully oné-half the populi-
tion of the world perishes, directly or
T , from its effects. Distriots

thé |

Which have never known it befars are |
often suddenly invaded and made al-
most uninhabitable. Some =savants
attribute the decline of the Greek
race, which oncs dominated the
world, to an invasion of malaria

The country has now become so in-
fested that almost every child is ex-
pacted to suffer from ft. It stunts the
bodiea of the people and.dwarfs thelr
intelligence. The belelf that It
strengthens the race by selecting the
hardlest for survival has been shown
to be false by experiance. What it
really does is to degrade the entire
stock. The Roman Campagna Wis
onee a prosperous arca of farm land.
It had mosquitoes, but their bite was
Harmless becsuse there was at that
early day no malarial Infection for
tham to prepagate. During the wars
between Mariua and Sulla mercenary
troops were imported who @ brought
mularial germs with them. The mos-
quitoes of the Campagna then became
poison bearers and the entire region
was almost dapopulated.

The beauty of all this Bes in the
fast that mealaris, [ike typhold fever
and yellow fever, s a preventable dis-
esse. We suffer and die from it be-
cause we are careless and lexy. Just
as wo permit the filthy typhold fiy to

| parade over our food and besirew it

with deadly germs, so we permit the
anopheles moaquito to multiply In
pools and marshes which might easily
be drained. No mosquito s ever
brought to msturity on dry land un-
lesa some accommodating person sup-
plles & raln barrel or tub for the wig-
gier to wiggla In until he gets his
wings. The scisntific pessimist who
has predicted that the flnts of the
Columbia wlll ope day be ns deadly to
mankind as the Roman Camprgna Is,
unless timely mesaures are taken to
draln them, probably exaggerates, but
the subject 1a well worth thinking

about. ¥

PHYSICAL BASIS FOE CALVEN'S THME-
DTG

The world has become accustomed
to the theory of tha criminologist,
which seeks to excuse corima of the
low, viclous or vul@ar type upon the
basts of indlvidual Irresponsibility.
stuperinduced by heredlty and aean-
vironment, But it belongs to the mod-
ern’ pathologist to arraign men, who
burnsd their fellows at the stake for
the love of Christ, &t the bar of cause
and acquit them on the plea that as
they were physically conatituted, they
could not help doing as they did.

Dr. 1. A. Danforth, writing In. tha
Northwestern Advocate (Methodist),
presonts from this gtandpoint & study
of John Calvin, which is Interesting.
Tt wonld be imposgible for a mod-
ern phyeician,” mays Dr Panforth, “'to
regard the blood-curdling teneis of
Calviniam as the product of & healthy
mind.” He goes on to say that “the
study of Calvin, great and lofty and
pure 4s he was, and Christilke, he
tried 1o be, is really & study in meéntal
pathology.” It 12 further sor forth
that healthy mental processes were al-
most impossible to him, glnce, Intmddl-
tion to his gu:!blltuloaan extrome
nscoticlsm and his excesslve tntel-
lectunl labors, “he carried about In his
frnil and half-starved body, o list of
diecases that would have furnjshed
matarial for a professor of chemical
medleine through a whaole lecture
termn And then have enough left for
half & dozen modern surgical elinfcs."

This esfimate of his biographors s
the hasls for Dr. Danforth’s theory
thiat the brain of John Calvin was He-
eritlly polsoned by the diseasaa of his
body.

Proceeding with his pathologionl
findings and srraying them In de-
fensgs of Calvin, Dr. Danforth saya:

If Jt were possible to muhject the Jaohn
Calvin of October 20, 1553, —the day that
Bervotus was Lufned At the stake—io tha
rafined processes of dingnoniz of this present
day, what wonld the findinge beT Firseg, ho
would be sadly wanting In r&d-hlood corpus-
cles—that s he would he “anemloe’”; Ot &
drop of healthy red blood would or could
he ment to his hrain, because he had no nuoh
hlood, owing to his unwise ahstinance from
sufficient mourishing - food, and his ascetic
atid sedentary life.  Therafo in place of
healthfol oxygen-hearing red nod globules,
witli thelr life-giving propoerties, being sont
ta his bratn his eorabrumsguuld be under
the depressing and toxic Influence of earbonie
Atoxid, which wnuld be positively inhihitory
of normal mental DrooesSOoR Secondly, he
was suffering also from chronle septemlia,
or blood-polsoning from the presonce ot
septls gegme derived [from ARy one of his
dincason wnloh iovaolved tiesiie destruction
or “necrosls” ke “hemerrhages atd hemor-
rholds and uwicers” und a modern hac-
teriologist, conld ho hinve examinsd the blood
of Calvim, wppld have foond two or threo
varjotiss nf pathologienl microbes elreulnting
theoizeh his aystem, forming minuts fool of
necronle, and sending awarms of sepitio germs
to the already poisaned braim,

Thirdly.*hs was = chronlc dyspeptie; In
fact. he was In a chronle state of mild
wiarvation, aod nervous and musculer
MENLOINE WETe CA loudly and constantiy
for -potrishmant fils work was tho
product of & “mind Alseassd.” and he Is de-
prrving of symipathy and pity rather than
dGrastic and cruel criticlym.

This 1s certainly a charitable view
to take of the cuse; possibly, also, It
13 Ao sclentiftic view, and wupan thi=
basis It may serve to explain and In s
sense axcuse the feroclty of Calvin's
theology.
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TOBACCD AND THE CLERGY,

A home for decayed
which has just been ciosed In Phlin-
delphta, had only one Inmats. In the
twanty-ona years of itz existance it
has admitted only fifteen applicants.
The resson for thls sad faliure of an
admirable charity is =aid to Dbe
elause in the founder's wwill, which
forbada the decayed clergymen who
entered the home to use tobacoo, Pov-
orty and & pipe seem to have charmed
the good? old Philndelphin ministers
more than comfort devold of nicotine.

Perhape without nleotine there was
no such thing as comfort for them.
Ministers, Ilke other men, becoms

pretty complotely ensiaved to tobacce,
often using it a number of years, and
cannot forsake the habit without keen
suffering. .

The questlon whether ah old man
ought to give up tobacco or not s
rather devold of Interest. I or the few
veirs he has to remain on earth It
makes litile difference whether he
smokes or not. Kvan {f he “chaws”
e can extend the mantle of our char-
{ty over him. A vastly more Im-
portant guestion Is this: “Ought =
man, when he is young, to acquire in-
jurious habits which are sure 2o make
him their slave when he Is 0ld 7" Es-
pecially ought he to congider it svhen
the hahita render him offensive to
ather people. We can imagine nothing
more sadly pltinble than an old man
Inseparable from hls pipe, wWho recks
with the Insufferable odor of tobacco
and poesibly wears a mireak of the
julce on hig chin.

Of course one may try to evade the
dilemmsa by saving that tobacco Is
not Injurious and that thes habit of
uning it i{s not offensive, biut neither
plea can be admitted. In spite of
many poets and & few physloians wa
| Bre 0o to beliove thai tobadca

clergymen, |

-

Impairs the phy&ml and mantal pow-
ers of those who use it, Certzinly It
makes them objects to be shunned,
There never yet was & healthy man
who relishedl the undisguised smell of
nicotine,

STATIETICE, ACTUAL AND SUGGESTIVE.

A string of stutinties]l figures may
be interesting or not, according to the
use made of them.

The territorial aresn of the United
Stptes—not Including outlying Isiands
—clogaly cstimated, = 2,602,590
square miles. That of Burope, includ-
tng Russia in Burope, is get down at
3,956,876 square mliies, nearly one-
half ‘Russian: but ivislon between
European Russian and Asintic Russia
is womewhat indefinite. In 1788, on
the achisvement of our independence,
the arex of the United Statez was
27.844 squars mlles—larger than the
presont area of Austrin-Hungary, the
German BEmpire;, France and Spaln.
The Loulslana Purchase, nrith the
aren added from ths portlon of Ore-
gon territory retalned after the treaty
of 1846 added 1,171,931 square miles;
the dr Purchase of 1819 included
50,268 squara mlles; Texan Annexs-
tion in 1845 brought In 375,239; the
Mexican Cesslons of 1848 added §91,-
318 sguars miles. The Alaskan FPur-
chese of 1887 Increased ths National
aren by 577,280 square miles, making
ths present total on the continent
3,602,080 square miles. Aren of our
outlying territories Is thus estimated:
Philippine Islande, 127,563 square
miles; Hawalian Islands, 6449; Porto
Rico, 8808, making for ths isiands &
total aren of 137,808 square mlles.

The total population - under the
jurisdiction of the Tnited Sioatea Is
probably about 085,000,000, of which

plmost 10,000,000 are in the outiying
islands. The population of tha Phil-
ippines, upon thelr acqulsition by the
United States, was overestimated.
The consus taksn in 1903 was not
wholly correct, but approximately so.
It gave a total for the group of 7,835,-
4268 inhabitants. In 1859 the populs-
tion of Porto Rioco was 853,243. It
probably now exceeds 1,000,000. The
Hrewallan Islands' have about 200,000
Inhablitnnts,

We got by the Florida Purchase &
territory exceeding in  size that of
England and Wales, and by Texan
Annexation an area larger than that
of Austria~-Hungary, [taly and Bawife-
eriand, The Mexican Cesslona brought
us almost na large a territory as thaz
at the present time of France, Bpaln
and the German Empire (colomles not
fneluded). Russla, except the Axiatic
part, I but Utle larger than the area

covered by the Louisiann Fairchase
and the acquisition of Oregon, But

it I= not probable we shall ever have
within the Hite area so dénss a popu-
jation ms that in Europe, from
the Meditarranean to the Baltlc and
from the Atlantic to the Vistula—mnot
because we have r less productive or
more wuste land, but bacause we
prohably ahall not adopt on any very
extensive mseals In our country the
humble, meéager mathods of life nnd
industry that have grown up In Eu-
rope durlng many centuries. Yat
probably we shall be more free from
devastating WwWars. In aur couniry
there is & tendency to rednction of the
size of familles, which (s likely to
continue and Increase tili exhaunstion
of the resources of nature shall cut
off the hope of the muany of Improv-
pr of becoming

ing their condition

rich. Then we shell have the familiar
paradox of increasing numbers with
Increasing poverty and hopelessness.

But that will be far In the fature.

WHERE FIBRE LOSS IS8 HEAVIEST.

The destruction of property hy fire
ts & tosa that is hard to bear In pro-
portion to tha hardship that it entalls.
It 1s. at beat, & waste of resoutroes that
the community cannot afford, since, If
govered by Insurance, It comes out of
the heavy tax that Jnsurance cntalis
upon the individuals of a community.

On account of the wide distribution
of ths loss it is relatively lightly feit,
but 1% Is a waste, neverthelsass, that

representa much striving In the larger
sonse and not & Uttle saving and self-

denlal In the smaller, since no Insursg

afnce govers, or can cover, a loss so
many sided.

It is, howsver, when fire braaks out
in & farming community and destrova
In a few houra the [pbor of an entire
vear—for the most part unineured;
gettler's

when it leaps across the

Jearing and reduces his houss and
harn to ashas: when it destroys his
growing or gathered crops, ruins his

troes and leaves him ahd his
tamily smoke-begrimed, their wistful
cyes looking of blistored faces
their earthly s!l reprasented by smoul-
dering. bdlackened rulns, that the
waste is plainest, the desolation that 1
lanves in Its wake the most hitter and

archard

out

hopeless The «cxpress=ion, "irled as
by flre takes on a lHteral meaning
under such conditions and they who

face this trial are In far greater need
of Immediate and material assistance

thaen are the majorlty of thoss who
face fire loss in the citlea.

he intest message of distress, incl-
dent to the encrosdchment of Jorest

fires upon couniry homes and crops,
comes from the Las Posns Hills, In
the vwiclulty of Ukiah, OCalifornia,
Hundreds of tons of hey and heans
have been burned, homas in the can-
yons have been destroved end & solid
stretoch of thirty miles, in the path of
the fire, has besn Inid waste. This is
tho message that comes from this des-
olated section of California. The cofi-
Altlons demand material ald, of the
practical order. This the stnte arui its
great commercial olity, though not long
ggo fire-swopt and lster rehabllitated
by the unstinted offerings of goneros-
{ty, wiil no doubt furnisi. The nid
required is the eénslest that It Is pas-
sible to render. People of this class
are unlr;r‘.cu:-:l--mﬁ!l] to luxury, but the:
are used to. and will duly appreciate,
moans to help them help themselves
Hotses they must have, but the slmp-
lest structures will suffice: clothing
they require, but of tho plainest sart;
food, but of the simblest. For the
rest—Iimplements, food for the stock
that was saved from the fire; and seed
for resowing thelr burmed-off flelds—
these are the thing=s necessary to put
the people of the bpurned-out farming
district again on the road to the In-
dependenca that comes throngh Iabor

Portland has been generous to peo-
pls near and far, who have suffered
{oza from fire and flood, but it f= doubt-
ful if Portland ever did a more gen-
erous deed or one more fully ap-
preciated than when, soms seven
yaears ago, it canmo promptly and prac-
tically to tha help of citizens of East-
ern Multnomah County, ~who lost
homes and crops and clothing in the
great forest fires that devastated a
large area In that district, in 1902,
There wete no frills put on the cloth-
ing sent out to destitiute famllies from
the workeooms of the verious churches

and charitable organizations that year,

but the unfortunats farmer folk were
wail clad when the work ended. No
ornamental cottages rose on the sles
of burned-out homes but the houses,
pullt of rough lumber, gave shelter
from the storme of Winter, and with
this and other assistance nlong prac-
Hical lnes, the fermers fook a new
lease upon opporiunity and today np
trace remains of the black and bleal
desolation.

We can only hope that the thrifty
ranchers of the Las Posas Hills avill
ba &s fortunste in recelving timaly
and practical sssistance in thelr need
as were the sturdy yeomanry of our
sustern foothills in thelr distress. Such
gid Is not charity, It is an expression
of simple humnnity and true nelgh-
borliness.

Russian wheat shipments for tha
week ending yesterduy werea 6,354,600
bushels, the largest on record at a
corresponding period. There 7wna a

decrease of more than 1,200,000 bush-

els in the American shipments and
henvy Aecreasen In the Argentine and
Australian shipments. These enor-

TOPICAL VERSE

Etiguette for Any Afriean Jungle
Hunter,
Laugh with tha gay hyena,
Weep with the crocodile;
Atttne your mood
To the Jungle brood,
When otlers sare smiling: smile

Afd with the busy adder,

Clhatter with ¢chimpunzeas;
If poroupines
Have fretfnl spinas,

Be tacttitl, nnd strive to please.

Clean tha spota from the leopandt

Return the baar's fond hug;
When the tigers bound,
Lisonthe g

And act llke a tiger rug.

-

tripnd clothingy
shawly

With zebrns wears
With camels & cnmel's-halr
Adapt your Ltone
To the heast's own,
And you'll haveno trouble at a
—Carolyn Wella, in Harper's WeekIn
s

moua shipments from Russla rre gulte
similar to tRe movemant that set in
when the new Argnetine wheat crop
began coming on the market last Jan-
pary. Prosent pricea are sulficiently
attractive to Induca forsigners to rush
thelr wheat on the market In record-

breaking quantitiea, and the heavy
shipmenta enable European con-
sumers to meel thelr demands with-
out mecessity of Rbnormally high

prioes, which a few weeks ago thelr
deplsted stocks seamed to forecust.

The world may be rfollowing an im-
provident polley by eating up the
available surplus of one country be-

fore the crop of another country s
harvested, btut so long as thesa crops
follow esach olher in sufficlent volumae
to meet the demands, there will be
no abnormal prices. "

Admiral Lord Charlea Berasford,
for fifty years a conspleuous figure in
the Britlsh Navy, In a spoech at New
York Friday, made the very candid
admiesion that "supremacy at séa
means life or death for the British
Empira’ Ha also siatad that what
Great Britain desires la 10 hold what
it has, The snnounced polloy of
Great Britsin's chief rival, Germany,
ie continually to increase lta power
on sen and land. As Goermany hax
practically resched the llmit of ex-
ploitation In its own territory, and tha
most convenient flaid for & rald Is that
on which Great Britaln has clalms, 1t
1 daily becoming more appareant that
Britdsh supremacy at sea may now be
at fta maximum. Great Brituin's
thirst for power and territorial ex-
pansion up the present tlme has
bean such that the desire to hold
what It has was never so prominently
displayed, as the desire to grab avery-
thing in =sight. This publicly  ex
pressed modexty may be attended by
seriops resulis when the news is
wafted to Berlin,

to

Evidenoca seems to bhe accumulating
that Papa Hlkins !s to purchase the
Duke of the Abrumel after all, It w
be remembersd that a few months
agn negotigtions were rudely broken
off because It waa lsarmed that tha
Filkins fumily tree had  no royal
branches. Subseguently Papa Elking,
after & still hunt on both sides of the
country, ran down and cormered 8
titla of his own. It has always been
a [ittle Hamy in the mind of the puhlic
how this title had been lodt In the
ghuffie, while the HIkins fortune wwus
growing, but it !a said to bear the
proper hallmark and to be In good
repair. Most of the American mil-
lonairss wheo buy foraign noblemen
for their silly offspring pay only
he one tit but in the Hikins-Al
case it wonld appenr that Papa likins
not only had te spend a large sum {or
the Duke, but in sdditlon was com-
polied to supply title for his un-
American doughter,

a

"Phe Alaska Almansc,” for 1509
Harrlson Publishing Company, S5
tle, comes to & notlce ‘of The Ore
gonian little lata in the year, but
it eontains & mighty good account of

n

Frogress.
W han friénds no longer carad to sft
Around and talk,
In olden timeas, one would suggest.
“Laot's take n walk™

And then whan walking wns abhored,
And wheels came In,

It wes quite common then to hear:
"Let's take & spin.”

Arnd then when bicyoles wers lathod
And anutos plied

Acroes the Innd, was often heard:
“Lat's take o rida™

But autos now ars out of date
Anda hips ply

The n e, A0 NOW Te SAYL
‘Lat’s take & 13"

What we'll Jo naxt nobofly knows,
Parhaps suggest
% hen altships are nomores the fads
“Let's take o rest.” )
—NXew York Bub.
==
Alas and Alncikl
The meluncholy days are coma,
ThHe saddest of the year;
Sohool hooks now rise to take the placs
Of Johany'n fiahing gear.
—Boston Herald.
——
Too Praotical
*Whera'ar I turn,” he sadly sald,
“A dreadful waste I scsl
The clothes I wear from foot to head
With huttons are too froe,

Upon the biclk and on the sleavas,
Allusele ytiil,
They stand d surely none balleves

Tlhey halp kaep out the ahlll

“U'pon sach house what fanay IInes
They

arve and trace. "Tis plain
e plagant dealgna

t{ rain,

i flowersthers,

And plo
Where festal apird
To dino, but o t
They atra not

ts1 :
he bill of fare,
L0 ont,

wrhat friltisss vegatation grownl
Whnt creatures vainly runl

W hat jesaness we all dikclose

i rostor L !

0 3

1" make this w
A vastly different ag
Wa

PR

A Misupelled Tail
deer,

Ington Stan

i

"Mother
to play?
the helr Is clessg
naigh.

Httia duoy =sald;
Moy &yn go out
Th on Is

Owe nother

A

bright,
don't

sny

“Go forth my wsun’ ths mother salds

His ant na "Tuke awar slny.
Hwer gnelsy new sled nwl painted red,
But dew not losa your welgh”
“0h, know!™ he cried, and got the wtreot
With hart saw full of glea,
The weathar changed and now and

nieol
And raign fell flerce and fres
Threw snow darifts grates, threw watary
pael,
He flue with mite and mans.
Snld he: “Though eye wood walk bye ‘
rule
Eyoe masy not rlds, "te plans.”

»'d ke to meat some Kindly sole,
For re gnu dangers welght,

‘and vonder stalrs a trencherous whole,
Two mloe has bin my gate,

«the beauties and glories and resources |4 rages of bred, a gnelss hot stake,
and posstbilittes of Alaska, with ple- I Tisvetd eheaws if eye wers homa;
torial [llustrations that add to the &f- | This crewel falr m) art will brake;
tractivenass of the text. 1 love knot thus to rome.
and Be
rish Alaskn. I've mist my rodae,”
= — = 3 pasned.
» safely tond
nt loast

Tyrphoid fever of a virulent type has
r of an

MHouston Post.

—_—

been disseminated

pld well on the Al ocamp-
me=ting grounids neir Jenninga'
Lodgs, on the Oregon City carline
Three deaths have resulted. It be-
hooves residents of that district to
look after the filth source which -
ti I H. and, above all, to
ashiun they would B P

tilence.

The regular dispute Ite
wholesale and retuil grocers i th
matter of furnishing a supply of per
lahable stuff to hawkers ut leas than
ratail rates is on. Prices that con-
rumers pay to whaoinsoeve they
chase surelw ought to a
enough to go round fad ave pur-
veyors In nll lines reasonably happy

If one-hald of the

Portland peoplo |

The Rival Millepnium.
e ‘!'rl' 'I:. af 1 4! Ill,llf_‘klyl

4

bulbs
is lay,

ils change

who visited the State Falr will attangd o,
tha coming meeting at the Portland Never “would have but for this”
Country Club, ster at Portinnd will Never 7 ..;"- the b y y
assured. The mound-trip fare :n| Everyth
Snlem was $2. .To the Counir; "}-:l;l
| races and livestock show it will ba 10
By the aid of the Government
dredge Mathloma, rver Ir ports
tion has been resumed bey 1 Npve: ¢
gon City and S8alem. It Is vn a Job of | NOVAr i te
this kind that the Government “gots | 5 W rip
solld™ with our Valley farmers = i Naw Tork Bu
——— 4
Councilmuin Belding m A Sk Homschont Wanted.
putting through an | = A

.

Ing nne=-pound
welgh sixteen o1l

how can force
for five conts

he

- |
Latest telegrams Indicats that
clties.of Deairoll Philsdelph
more rested n a local conte
in the North Pole comtraversy.

than

And now the Southern Puacific Is

going to harnes= the Clrokumnas ahovs
mEn-

Cazadero. Wonder s that the

agement hadn't dope ii yOOrsS HEO

Washingion street is steadlly
ing up {n the world, Tis next
will he a twelve-story bulldlng at the
northeast corner of Fourth.

Another skyscraper for Washing-
ton street! In & few years Portland,
too;, will bonst of & oty canyomn.

Who s=ald that the State Fair al-

waya brings raind

at my

housebout, do
1 1 In the realm on high,
mny ida for ou
But for qul=t and l‘l—’\-z"" 1 sfw
—New York Sun.




