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. GOOD-BYE == OLD TIME POLITICAL B0OSS

This is the Day of Party Leadership’s
Instead of Boss-ship. and Hence the
Relegation in Politics of Such Men as
Senator Platt, Ex-Governor Odell,
David Bennett Hill, and Cox of Ohio.

Interesting Chat, Mostly New. About
the Methods of Some of the Country’s
Most Noted Bosses-Oldest Member of
Congress a Boss Whose Methods Were
Looked Upon as Being Almost Ideal.
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The Relegation of ““Ben’ Odell.
In the passi:

the =

of the old-time DJosses
nst dramatie Epectacies is
of Be in B, Odell from
obscurity. Odell
having & fond-
and
talent for a certain kind of
and for obtaining sintisticql
information, He cam= undar
& eyn of EBenator Platt and
r-uat'run wers established,
Inst Odeil, by the edict of Mr.
was nominated for Governor of
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first a losal boss,
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Y as a boss was
apon his abllity to collect
upon an aimost microscople
ual voter on the
at least of his own party. He per-
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his party or by any

Hall. Furthermore,
Insist«d that his =ub-
tonants should always tell
truth. When they came to aim
estimates which professed 1o show
ecertain  districts tn' New TYork

as a bo=s

State ths party could rely upon a pin-
rality definitsly sot down In figures, Odell
would produce from his desk littla note-
showing that he

Or memorands,

Jllwﬂo reported to him

had caused independant and personal
canvasiok to be made. and that by that
| method he had identified almost every

| votar In the district.

Very often his ﬂi{ures disagreed with
by his subordil-
it ‘l":l-s discovered 1nat
be obtained from this
boss by saaying complimentary things
to hiim. He wanted the facts. Having
this pecurate information, he was able
to strengthen weak places, and not dis-
sipata snergy by glving attention to
districts where the normal majority of
his party was =ure to be malntained.
Such boss-ghip as Odell’'s secured
wos sure to come in conflict with that
maintuined by Senator Platt, In one
respect their methods were simliar.
¢ carried autooracy =o far that no
sure befors the Legisiature could
he adopted unless there had been first
scrutinizing approvaml of It. Sensato
Platt's authority and Governor Od

nates, and at last
no favor could

“hie
miad

I'a
command were suafficlent slther to ne-

cure the adoption of &= measure or the
casting of £ out of the Leglsluture
And when the public of New York Stats
hegan to reallze how fAr boss-ship of
this kind was carried. then there began

wmt reaction which at last is so firmly
blizhed that tha old-tima& boss. as
W York knew him, Is practically
a‘l:“‘n\.el

Crushing Power of Old-Time Boss.

Black, who was the voungest
elected in New York Sfate,
excepting Willlam H. Seward, untl] Theo-
Roosevelt was oln d. was never a
boss In exactly the way in which Senator
Flatt or Governor Odell galned and exer-
clsed that authority. In the Troy district,
whis was and now is the home of Gov-
ernor Black, although he practices law
in New York City, he dld gain suthority
which had more of the element of leader-
ship than of boss-ship His moral in-
fluence was great chiefly there
was respect for his high inteilectual en-
dowments.

In 195 Governor Black hnd full reallzs-
tion of the extent to which boss control
in New York was carried. There had &x-
isted an wnderstanding in meuy guarters
that st the expiration of Mr. Depew's
terme in tha United States Benats Gover-
nor Black would be placed In the former's
seat His ambltion centsrad upon that
poelitical office. He was persuaded that
his eisetion as Sepator would be gratify-
ing to his party, because he knew that
widespread respect for his meoognized in-
teliectual gifts prevalled. Yet shortly be-
fofe the caucus of his party was held
Governor Black was informed by tha
boss who controliad the organization in
Neow Tork State that Depew must be re
élocted. Certaln powerful corporata n-
terests demanded this; it was with this
intent that they had contributed largely
to campaign fonds

Then Governor Black realized, as he
did at no time when serving a= Governor,
what the aotocratic power of the boss in
New York State was, He cast poltical
ambition easide forever, dJdetormined to
make his career In the praoctice of lnw:
he purchased s great farm !n New Hamp-
shire, where he spends tha Summer
months, earne large professional fees ang

Frank 5.

Ternpr aver

dore

because

conifesses 1o & sense of Independence
which he naver kmew when he was ac-
tively in politics.

Platt, Odell, Dspew, Black., and. from

a narrower point of view, Timothy I.
Woodruff, have lost the anthority as
bhosse=s which a few ¥ears ago they pos—
sessed. It is now recognized thaty tha twp
commanding figures In New York State
in public mervice or in political relations
are Governor Hughes and Elithu Root,
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and thesas two represent the new ldeal,
that of leadership rather 1t bhogs-ship.

Governor Hughes takes t public Into
his confidence, earnest oeks 1o dis-
eover what the public se and,

to expre

{atrative or legisiative action lihu Root

does not command this or that thing to
e done., but he counsecls with ieading
members of his party, so that by px-

change of views there can be
tlon with respect to men ar
and this is regurded ax

determina-
measures;
leadership

Passing of “I Am a Democrat” HIIL.

In the Presidential election of last yvear,
wheén thers were some Inv'l'f-n that
tHe party of which ( ninn
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authority over the party of which Mr.
HIll was & member

Unlika many other hnu:—mn_ Govertior
HIL did not rely upon m
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for politienl mach-

Inatlon or manipulation. Therefore, In
the three terms that he served as Gov-
amor, ha was at the head of an organi-
zation In the state as perfect ns was the
organigation of Tammany Hxll In New
York City
In some features, Hill's machine r

sembled the organization of some of

It enabled
York deleg

corporation its head to
ntion to the Chi-
Democratic econvention in EE
the support of his nnmmn-
Prealdency, the first Instance
in American political history
candidate for President was nom-
» of the opposition of the
m hils own state, for Grover
veland was then nominnated.
Since his retirement from his post as
his party. Governor Hill has de-
entirely to the practics of
York State aimost all of
who 1 or 15 years ago were
of Natlonal fame in sithar party,
are now In private life, have
professional

the

New
those men

The Ablest of All Bosses,

M ¢ politiclans from 1880 to 1800 were
of the opinion that the ablest of all mod-

ern bosses in Amorlean politics ‘we the
late Henator M vw H Quay., of Penn-
svivania. Ssnator Quay knew where and

how to obtain large campaign contribu-
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need of monsy, and tolerated as well as | tions, and how best to use thess funds =0 throw of Ab hack of
SOV TL 3 3 - 0 1 . Z + =
counseled the collection of It He knew as to mslitaln.his But be also | ex-Mavor Sci : o ,i.".‘,.‘
asn well a® anyone that higher authority | nad an executive i, similar In | and ni:a subsequent prosecution -'.- ‘[—-r;
which was behind all the bhosses whose many respects, and especially in  au- | criminal ecourts: the colipsing of the
contributions malntained the bosies in tocracy, to that which charscterized | authority of B Cox i ‘Obla, &
power [ David B. Hill's boss-ship. in Chicago the subs lon of & vote

Governor HI's power as a boss rested Bul with the death of Senator Quay | league for boss authority, all {(Hlustrate
In an unusuaal gift uf_ palitical organiza- | and with changed public sentiment, | the gradual passing of the old-tims
tion. He had every district in New York | there appears now to be In Pennsylva- | hoss, and the new reiation which tha
State ax absolutely under his rontrolling | nia no longer any distinctive boss, but | American publle = gesuming in the di-
authoerity and within hiz ur jerstanding | instesd leadership represented by the | rection of politienl affairs, adminl -
ar the executive head of a great cornora- Secretary of State, Mr. Knox, and the | tive and elec
tlon bas every subordinate department | newly alactad United States Senstor, | (Copyrighted, by the Assoclatad
under eontrol. He had an intuitive gift Georgs £ Oliver, 80, too, the gvar- Lit Praas. )

New York Sun. €ighth Interest in his well for a drilling | drfll in the Shermgan had dropped

1 was %o prosperous in 1862 as to be engine, and he had disposed of a six- | Intc the sand, and she spouting at &

able to have two vests,” said a veteran | teenth interest for $60 In cash and a

neéwspaper man,

“and one of those vests
cost me §600,000.

Eolomon In all his glory

never putl up as much ns that, I believe,
for his whole wardrobe. 1@ could get a
vest every bit ae good as that now for

$1.60.

“This happened on Oil
early days of petroleum.
over there In 1882, I was only a kid, but
1 had saved $50. About that time the
flowing oil wells were being struck. Men
who were poor one day wers finding them-
selves milllonaires the next. I suppose
there are 8 good many people out there
¥et who remember Jim Sherman. When
I first met Jim he hadn’t as much money
a5 I had, but he had a lease on one corner
of what was kKnown as the Foster farm,
and was trying to find ol on It

“For pome reason or other spsculation
hadn‘t cast the eve of favor on the Fos-
ter farm a= ¥et, but Jim Sherman be-
lleved it had the ofl and sand under Ir,
and on the strength of Jim's faith his
wife had put In every cent ghe had re-
celyed as a legacy from her father, 3500,
to help Jim out in his venture. When I
ran up szainkt Jim I had bsen in the
region oniy” a couple of days nnd my 350
was still intact. I had a boarding place
about half a mlle from wherse Jim was
strogeilng to gat his wall into the =and
he beliéved In. He had exchangsd an

Craek, In the
I had wandered

j traded anothar sixteenth

[Jlm.

an my

shotgun, and that $§0 and the $15 he so0ld
the shotgun for, together with $100 he
had recelved tor a horse which he had
Interest In his
well for, had ail besn absorbed and the
drill had not yet struck oil

“It was at this interesting condition of
the Sherman well that I ran up aguinst
He was in despalr. He had no
bope of being able teo obtaln another
dollar. He had been offering another
sixteenth interest in his leaxe for $50,
with no takers. I thought the matter
over a while and then sald to Jim that
I would take the one-sixteenth.

“"Prodiice the fifty!" sald he.

“I felt for the fifty. It wasn't there,
and T at once remembered that I had put
other vest when I came out and
had forgotten to change my little wad of
wealth to it from the pockst of the vost
1 had taken off. I explainod matters to
Jim Bherman and started at once for my
boarding-house to get the money. I got
it all right, and wus on my way back to
invest it in the Sherman ofl wall. when

1 saw people running wildly from every
direction toward the Bherman lesse wnd
heard them wvelling:

“Iims struck i, by —! And strock it
"

“8o he had. While T was away to geot
the 350 I had left In my other vest the

2000-barrel rate; and she kept om spouting

for two vears. -Hefore she qult ghs had
spouted o than 2,000,000 1
oil, and the average price of

that time was $4¢ a barrel

cleared up something

of It, and If I hadn't

that I waa able to have twn
barrels of that odl would have been
That's how one of those vests
$500,000,""

mine,
cost me

The Main (unnldnmllun
(Wanhingion Htar.)
Who cares for the time or tha money we'll
mirs
=& a motable prize can he wonT
The question of real Importance is this:
Willi it he a good job when it's
When You astart a eanal men
your femrs
With figures surprising In doliars and rearn
To all qum-:r- pave one the woarld cleses jim

dona?

Eppea; o
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Wil 1t be a grod jJob whon s done?

Who cares for the hours tha: thp oraters
eep ?
Wa lst to gach favorite son

And inguire withoup
prove cheap
“WHL it he n good job when s Sone T
When Teform orf revisi s =9l under way,
Bo the cost what It may, #en len milllons
¥,

s ds
We'ra content ¥ wo're stre we cas R~
didly may,
‘I be a good Job whes (‘s done

hoplng that talk will




