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TOLERANUCE AND TRUTH.
Christinnity 8 an offshoot of Juda-
of Israel, rather, as distin-
gulshed from Judalsm on one side, and

sm—aor

Vet s its synonym or counterpart on
tha other, Israe! was lost in the cap-
tivity: but through the later prophets

—Ezeklel, Exrn, Nehemiah-—Judah re.
muaing. And Judalsm and the Jew, of
the modern world.

Through a Jewlish sect Christianity
wns founded and established. It is the
work chiefly of Baul, or Paul, without
whom Jesus would have beon abscuraed
and probably forgotten.

The Jews were exclusive,
exclusive yet. Nevertheless they ac-
commodate themselvea everywhers,
und so have done through all ages, to

They are

the conditlons they live In. TYet they
preéeserve Chelr racial faith,
Christianity, an offshoot of Judan-

Ism, accommodnting Itself to the less
exclusive and growing democratie
ideas of the newer world, made its alll-
Ance with Roman paganism, so-called;
and through Constantine the unlon of
church and under the name of
Chriatianity, was «ffected The Jew-
Ish 1deal could not accommodate Itsslf
1o the change This ideal was, Indeed,
most Intensely democratic—more so
than Christionity itself, But it detest-
od *false gods. It belleved and held
that there was one only God. It
dogesn’t bother about any Trinity. It
cared for none of the metaphyslcal
refinemants about Three In One, These
refinemonts put carly Christianity on

sinte,

ithe rack Later, they forced the scis-
slon that marked the confllet be-,
tween the Arinnsg and the Athsnaslans;
and later still gave rise to Mahomet-
fsm, which at bottom Is @ proteat
REgainst “more gods than one'"—that

In to any, agkalnst the subtle metaphysi-
el refinements started, It would sSeem,

by Piato, carried on by the Greek
metaphysiclans of Alexandria, devels
oped through Philo, assumed as the
basis of the Fourth Guospel—appenr.

Ing also in the other gospels, though
loss significantly; and finally becom-
ing the foundation and very root of
dogma, for the Christinn world.
Christlanity has offected a wondefry]
transformation. It is Indeed Itself a
part of the transformation which It
has affected. Within the limits of
Christianity ftself the change is con-
stantly golng on. Even Raman Cath-
olie’ Christianity is affected by it, for

it must adjust itself to the modern
world, Greek Christianity, of which
the Russian Church s the chlef ex-
POnent, Is less affected, because of the
less Intellectual activity of the peoples
among whom It exiss, FProtestant
Christlanity tendas to dissent, to elim-

Ination of specinl dogmas, to the state
of mind and culture known as ration-
allsm, more and more. So indesd doos
Judatsm; and so do Roman and Groek
Christlanity, but in Jess degree.

Yet, amid all this movement and
chiunge, there Is n tendency, undoubt-
edly, towards a cathollelty of spirvit,
There Is & growing bollet that neither
the authors nor the Professors of any
creed are in possession of all truth.,
This Impression hecomes the bas|s of
tolerancos Among men. In former times
the parly or sect that believed It had

all the truth, If it had or could get the
power of the

state to back It, would
surely persecute unbellovers. To all
this, that fills 50 many of the saddest
Pagea of history, “infdelity has put a
#top Yot the principle of toleration
I* not & new lden It appeared of old,
AMong men who knew the w orid and
had made surves of human history,
#o Pllate, when he heard the accusers
of Jesus and thelr contention for the
truth, and the answer of Jesus that he
came Into the world to bear witness to
the truth, naturally dlemissed the con-
troversy with the Snesring reply,
“What e truth ™ It was hls expres-
Ao of contempt for the whole conten-
tlon, that meant nothing to an odu-
cated Roman—Jjust as a thousand sim-
liar things mean nothing to pormons
Who witness them In our time. Yot
Pilate found no fauit nt all In him who
Was accused, and wns disposed to lot
him go. The Christian record declares
that the Jows Insisted on putting him
to death, becanse he was a blasphemer
BEainst the low of Israel: the

Jewish
contention is that he was put to death
s a Roman rebsl, who had set himself
up ae king of the Jews. The method
of punishment certainiy was not Jew-
ish. but Roman. CPucifixion was a
Roman method: the Jewlsh method
waa lapldation, or stoning—as In the
tasa of Stephen, afterwards. In this
commingling of customs, in this con-
Mot of Inws, there never can be nearer
Approach to historteal truth than that
reached by balance of Judgment upon
probabilities. Since we must deal with
Rl other historienl records on thia
principle, 80 wa must deal with the
writings that have come down to ue as
Holy Scripture. On this principle an
commentariea of modern acholars on
the biblical records are based. The
prineclple of historical Interpretation
mpplles to the Jewish and Christlan
Seriptures the same ns to nther rec-
ords; and the undamantal principle of
all eriticism 1a that every book or doc-
ument is to be Interpreted by tha COn-
ditlons of the time that produced 14—
and =0 1t ia to be estimated or judged.

These romarks, though brief and
rketechy, take a wide range. The ob-
Ject In presenting them Is simply to
furnish suggestion or reminder of
some of the conditions and cireum-
stances that have led us an up to tol-
erRtion of differences of opinton and
beliel. Toleration coames from recog-
nitton of the fact that in thess mat-
ters there are no absolute certitudes.
Pliate’s Inquiry, “What i truth?* re-
mains and always will remain unan-
swerad; beomuse these abstract Propo-

3
|

siriving for expression through the re-
liglous nature of man, never will reach
| their finalfty. What s truth for one

{in these matters cannot be troth for

all. J
¥
[

’ sitions addressed to the spiritual sensa,
{

GREAT THINGS IN CANADA.

Rallway extension In Canada s pro-
ceeding at so rapid a rate, and on a
system so large, os to assure immense
| Erowth apd progreas {n that vast coun-
| try within the next twenty-five years.
| Canada probably will double its wealth
| and population within that perfod.

The basis of the rallway system ls
three grent llnes across the whole
breadth of this country, from East to
Waest. Thoy are the Canadian Nor-
tharn, the Canadlan Pacific and the
Grand Trunk Paciflc. Of these, the
Canadian Pacific s the only ons yet
in operation across the entire breadth
of the continent, but the other two are
making rapld progress, and both wiil
be completed within five years. At
the close of 1808 the third had in oper-
atlon west of the Great Lakes 10,135
miles of tracks. The Canadian Pacific
6t the end of the year alone had a total
rall mileage of 14,080, und the Grand
Trunk Pacific, when completed to the
Pacific Coast, which is expected within
three yeary, will contain within [ts
main lines and branches a mileage of
13,805. The Canadian Northern now
has 4000 miles of railway in operation,
and 2000 miles more to bulld, Both
the Canadian Northern and the Grand
Trunk Pacific include within their
plens lines to Hudson's Bay, intended
to be outlets for the produce of Wesat
ern Cannda to HBurope during the
months of Summer and Autumn.

Frince Rupert, the Pacific terminns
of the Grand Trunk, is alrendy becom-
Ing an Important town. It ls 550 miles
north of Vancouver; but the Grand
Trunk will build alse down to Van-
couver, which will be a joint termigus
for all three svstams, 4

To these roads the Eovernment is
extending every possible facility: 1t
lends ald and credit, under cloge lmi-
tatlons, in floating their loans; it exer-
cises through a carefully selected com-
missioner large supervisory power over
them, and It assists in planting settlers
throughout the country, for the pur-
pose of creating traffic to make good
the eredit supplied by the govern-
ment, Net earnlngs, even now, carry
the loans, at the rate of 3.68 per cent
on the cuapital expended. But there
is o steadiness in Canadian financial
monagement not yet to be expected in
like elrcumstances In ours,

These operations certainly forotell
great and rapld progress in the Domin-
lon. Severity of climate will be no
great drawback as far north as wheat
will grow with profit. Timber is abun-
dant about Hudson's Bay, in the
RHocky Mountalns and on the Pacific
slope, and discoveries of coal In many

pPlaces assure the remalning one thing
needful,

WHERE CARELESSNESS Is INEXCUS-
ABLE.

We are told that almost fVery sur-
Eeon of wide experience has in the
course of his practice closed a swound,
leaving thereln a roll or plece of gauze
which he had used in dressing it. This
Is charitably or professionally called
“an accldent.” To the uninitlated it
representa carelessness sg gross as to
be utterly inexcusable. This view Was
taken by a Spokane fury, lately callad
upon to pass upon an injury inflloted
upon o woman by a so-called “surgical
accldent,” which conslsted In sewing
up a roll of gauze in an incision by =
surgeon who had, some two wvears be-
fore sult was brought azgalnst him, op-
erated upon the compininant. In view
of the flugrant carelessness of the not,
the sufferfn® that followed and the

menace to the patient’s life durlng the
period of two years, the damages
awarded—3$889—were small indeed.

Considering, however, that 1t is almost
impossible to convict a doctor who Is
In good and regular standing in his
profesalon, of malpractice, the verdict
carrled some moral welght and may be
instrumental in preventing a repetition
of a “surgical accldent” of this type
in that community.

Lack of judgment or =kill are inej-
dents In surgery that may be excused,
even avhen human lfe §s sacrificed to
such defleieney, But surgical care-
lessness Is quite another thing and
wholly inexcusable, It ia indeed vVory
rare, relatively speaking, but it should
be absolutely non-existent. To defend
’ surgeon who s gullty of gross
carelessnmess In the treatment of a Y-
tlent who has committed his or her
life Into his hands is to place individ-
ual interests above the honor of o pro-
fesslon that Is at once oxulted and
sRored,

OREGON'S BLACK HAND.

The cowardly sheepkillers who have
given Central Oregon such a bad name
among law-ablding cltizens are now
charged with destroying fences nnd
driving away the stock of a farmer on
the Deschutes River. Until such out.
roges as these are atopped, Oregon is
not in a safe positlon for criticising the
cownrdly corn-crackers of the South,
who engage in the night-riding inde-
cancies, nor can we express much sur-
prise over the eorlmes of the Black
Hand. Nelther the Oregon shecpkill-
ors, the Southern Night Riders nar the
Black Hand In the sinks of iniquity In
our large cities fight fairly. The vie-
tim s never glven a show for his life,
nor for the protection of his property,
The men, or riather the outlnws, who
destroyed the fences of Mr. Barney in
Central Oregon had no legal clalm
whatever on the land which Mr. Bar-
ney had secured from the Government,
Thelr crime is mnagnified when It is re.
membered that Mr. Barney was In the
country for the purpose of developing
It and Improving social and economic
conditlons so that it would prove more
attractive for other settlers of which
Oregon is s0 much In need.

Since the coming of the whita man
on  the American contlnent mansy
bloody pages have hesn added to the
world’'s history for the recital of the
tragedies which ' resulted from the
steady encroachment of the white sot-
tiers on the domasin of the Indian. The
American people by force of arms have
driven the original landed proprietors
of the American odntinent from pillar
to post. When they refused to move
jon and made a show of resi=tance,
they were killed, This warfare against
the Indian tribes was a necesslty, based
on that unanswerable argument, “the
greatest good for the greatest num-
ber.” and the Indlan was obliged to
make room for the coming race and
permit the development of the country.
But the rights of the Iandlan, through
centuries of occupation, were immeas-
urably grefiter than thoss of the sheep.-

Oregon have ever been (n the country

killers and fence-cutters of Central

| that it 1s an

aver which they attempt to maintzin
such excluslve control.

Fortunately for our civilization, how-
gver, the overlords of the Central Ore-
gon plains, llke thelr predecessors, the
Indlans, must give way before tha
pressure of law and order and decency.
There 1s not enough fres cattle range
In the country to permit every ma
who so desires to pasture his herds a
Government expense. Tha Government
iz of the people and for the people, and
50 long as there remains vacang a
Quarter aection of land that will nttract
| = settier it should be avallable for the
usie of that settler ns soon as he de-
clares his intention of making It his
home. Furthermors, he ahould be
protected by the Government in pos-
sesslon of his lend. The eattle barons
were with the vanguard when the
American Indian ‘was forced from the
ranges, and they now have no leglti-
mate grounds for complaint bechuss
the land to which they had less right
|than the Indlan Is heing appropriated
by the homebullders. Nr. Barney the
victim of the Bend outrage, Is said to
be an old Civil War veteran, and prom-
isen to glve a warm reception to the
dastardly cowards who are attempting
to run him out of the country. Let
us hope his rifle will carry far and
true,

TONGUES OF FIRE,

This office has been favored with a
copy of a publication called *“The
Apostolic Falth,"” svhich is “given freg™
according to a legend Insgribed there-
on. It is proverbially Impolite to find
fault with free gifes, Nevertheless,
ong may perhaps venture to remark
essential portion of the
Apostolic practice, If not of the Apos-
tolic faith, to tell the truth. The pub-
Leaticn to which we refer sSeems to be
the organ of the sect who profess to
“speak with tongues,’ and among
other wonderful things it relates iIs an
account of “a llitle 10-yvear-old girl
who stood up under the power of God
before a crowded house and spoke for
twenty minutes In Italian and Latin.*
A pertion of the poor little thing's
gpeech 3 quoted In the paper, but
while It 15 passable Itallan, it contalns
no Latin, Hence it i not at all won-
derful that “an Italian young man'"
should have understood it

The Implication which the “Apos-
tollc Falth” wishes Its rendeérs to draw
from thls unveraclous story ig that a
mivacle was wrought in the case of tha
little girl. No miracle was NOCessSnry
to enaple a child of 10 years or le=s to
spealc Ttalian Milllons of them do it
every day. Eilther she was of Itallan
birth or she had learned the langunge.
All the so-called miracles which the
Tongues of VFire manincs report fall
into two ecategories, Elither the lan-
Euags spoken i= one known to other
pPeopla or It is one which nobody
knows. In the former casg no more
of a miracle is required to spealk It at
a Tongues of Fire meoting than any-
where else. When nobody knows the
language, then it is sheer ElbLberish
and there Is éven less occasion for a
miracle to account for It. The Tongues
of Fire manla is spreading around the
whole world, It has two main places
of businesz, one in Los Angeles and the
other in Atlunta, Ga., but Its mission-
ariez are evervwhere. Nothing testl-
fles more strongly to the hunger of
some people for a Uving and active
faith than the eagerness of people to
try all sorts of humbugeery which
come In the name of the Lord.

THOMAS PAINE.

It was 100 yvears on June 8§ since the
death of Thomas Paine. In the lapse
of & century the theological bitterness
which surrounded his dying bed with
demons and remitted his soul to the
fires of hades has lost its polgnancy.
The versatile Iiterary genius of the
American Revolution is regarded no
longer as the arch foe of rellgion. In-
deed, most of the oplnions which ex-
cited the fury of bigots for o Eeneration
or two after his death have now be-
come orthodox. They are taught In
theological seminaries and preached
from humdrum pulpits. The religious
views of educated and thoughtful men
are about the same now as they were
in 1782, when Thomas Palne published
the first part of “"The Age of Reason.”
Perhaps they have altered but lttle
since the flood. But among the ignor-
ant the change has been marvelous.
Most of the superstitions which Palne
combatted have heen abandoned even
In rural villages. There was a tima
when every ¥oung man who nspired to
the ministry felt bound to boegin an an-
swer to “The Age of Reason,'™ though
he seldom finlshed it. In some cases
the attempt led to the tragle disagter of
the capture of the assailant by his foe.

Moncure Conway, who hns written
the best and most exhaustive blogrzphy
of Palne, truly remarks that “The Age
of Reason™ iz one of the few theolog-
ieal works which have achleved endur-
Ing popularity, Very likely it is not
now read so much as It was fifty years
ago, but undeniably It has by no means
fallen into neglect. There are still
readers and partisans of Palne's polem-
lcal mastarplece, and there are still
some people who fancy that in its
pages they find the thoughts' of an
athelst and a blasphemer. Palne be-
longed to nelther of these categories.
Hesldes belng one of the most ardent
and devoted patriots wha ever llved, he
Was a reverent waorshiper of God. . His
so-called blasphemles wore merely
plain statements of fact about the
Bible and its contents which few
would now dream of dizsputing. In
France, where Palne was llving svhen
he wrote the book, they wgre mere
commonplaces and excited no particy-
lar controversy. Spinoza had set them
out 2 hundred years earlier in his polit-
ico-theologleal treatise, and Voltalre's
¢lrele had made good use of them. It
wonld be Interesting in conneéction with
the question of the origin of “The

Age
of Reason" to know whether=ur not
Paine ever read Spinnzs, He had

every chance to get hold of the mworks
of the great Jewish philosopher In
Paris. Perhaps the =park of religious
controversy was kindled in hi= mind by
the lens-%rinder of Amsterdam.

Palne wrote the first part of *“The
Age of Reason” in the weelks when
Robesgpierre was winning hia trlumph
over the Girondists and the guillotine
was snapping off heads ke weeds.
Paine's head sat not very securely on
his shoulders at that time, though
when he went to Parix tn reside he
was hslied a8 a hero and decoriated
with French citizenship. This was in
1788, five years after the close of our
Revolutionary War. It is not carrect
to say that Paine went io France at
the outbreak of the Revolution becauss
he was eager to have a hand In every
trouble that appeared. The truth is
that Congress and the colonies of New
York and Pennsylvania had made him
comfortable with grants of money or
land, and he crossed the ocean to ﬂl;g

repose which he had earned by his tolls
for his adopted country. The soclety
of Burke and his other distinguished
friends also attracted him. But the
whirlwind of the Revolution ssized him
and he was sucked Into the vortex.
Paine was one of those extraordinary
men who grow more radical as they
grow older. He began life as a Quaker
and ended as one who rejected relig-
Ious forms altogether. At the out-
break of the American Revolution he
denounced the Iniquities of George II1,
to be sure, but against Kings in gxenernl
he had nothing to say. while in his re-
ply to Burke's *“Reflections on tha
French Revolution™ he spoke for the
most radleal demoeracy. *This raply,
called “The Rights of Man," brought
down the terror of the British law
upon Paine's head. He was prosecut-
ed for publishing the book and only
escaped the pepalties of tremson by
fleeing to France. His trial went on in
his absence, and to improve hls chances
of acquittal he wrote a letter to the
prasecuting attorney In which he =poka
of the King of England nas “Mr.
Guelph™ and referred to the Prince of
Wales nas “one of Mr. Guelph's profli-
gnte sdns" Of course Palne was con-
victed, and, being out of the reach of
the executioner, he was declared an
outlaw. He appeurs to have posnessed
Just the Iiterary quallties which were
best adapted to excite the fury of his
contemporaries, or to Inspire them
With enthusinam. The German histor-
ian Albert Pfister savs of his “Common
Sense” that “It set the sentiment of the
people moving In a flood and Bave It &
definite alm, namely, Independence.
Faine's pen was as easential ns Wash-
ington’s cannon in the fight for Inde-
pendence.” .“"Comman Sense' appeared
in the January before the Declaration
of Independence was signed. Undoubt-
edly the little book inspired the Breat
historle act If It was not its cause.
The first number of “The Crists" ap-
peared In the dark days of 1776, when
Washington had made his disastrous
retreat from New York and the colo-
nial troops were shoeless and starving
in mtd-December. Palne wrote It_by
his campfire In Washington's forlorn
army, The pamphiet revived the
hopes and courage of the soldlers. It
give Washington himself new energy,
and led directly to that brilllant march
to Trenton which changed the fortunes
of the war. Among the names of the
heroes of the Revolution Thomas
Paine’s should be written higher than
It stands in most histories, and on the
monuments of his country it should be
inscribed fn brighter letters. He was
an ardent, devoted, high-souled man; a
great writer, a deep thinker, and n pa-

triot. whosa self-abnegation knew no
bounds,

A FEW MORE INCIES OF BOOKS.

Fresident Charles W, Bllot Is taking
pPlenty of time for the selecticn of his
“fiva feat" of books, A task done so
deliberately will surely be done wisely,
and when the final list. Is announced no
doubt we shall have something of en-
during value. The partial lists which
he has already glven out savor of

ripe
wisdom and profound ac¢quaintance
with lterature. Whether Dr. Ellot's

acquaintance with the neads of the lHv.
Ing world Is displayed quite so clearly
or not is another question. The fact
that his selection 1s to be made *‘for
the person seeking a geéneral educa-
tion™ In itself throws a ghade of dizsap-
pointment over the project. A general
education is an education which pre-
PATES 4 person to be ornamental, but
not useful. Tt avolds teaching him
how to do any particular thing well
encugh for the market and loads him
up with 8 smattering of many things,
in all of which he falls short of that
excellence which means power. The
woman with a good general education
Is compelled when she is loft a wldow
to make shirts at 10 cents a dozen to
keep the wolf from the door. The
glirl who leaves the high school with a
fine general education must talke a job
In a store at $5 or 36 a week. The
Young man who graduatss from college
with un admirable general cducation is
glad when the disillusionment which
awalts him Is complete to get a job as
streetear conductor or find work
sweeping out an office,

The general education for which Dr.
Kliot's list of books is intended is a
very good thing to have. It ig espe-
clally good for those who are certain
bevond all peradventure that thevy
never meed earn a lving. But for
those who are not Insured agalnst all
the wiclssltudes of changing fortune,
vastly better than a general education
Is one which gives them the pPoOwer to
offer something In the way of work or
product which the market is ready to
pay for. This view of the subject has
been denounced as low and vulgar, It
Is sald to smack of materiallsm, and
perhaps these reproaches are true. But
It is also trus that Providence has
placed us In a low and vulgar world
and that all the things whereby we live
arn material., Forgetfulness of this
patent truth has caused a groat deal of
misery to men, and Is likely to cause a
great deal more. We poor human be-
Ings are forever trying to live on ether
and to fly before wa have learned how
to make wings. It {s not the present
purpose to deny the value of the ideal.
All wa wish to do I3 to recall the un-
deniable fact that you cannot have
white swwater lilles without first provid-
Ing mud for them to Erow In, nor can
you make roses bloom wlithout fertiliz-
ing the ground at thglr roots, Giving
people a general education and nothing
more is an attempt to do both these
absurd things, and, like all absurdities,
it has ended in disaster, as our great
educational llghts are beginning to
percelve. -

Still, a man like Dr. Eliot could not
be expacted to undertake the task orf
preparing lists of books which would
impart a speclal education to every-
body. In the first place, he has not
tha requisite knowledge. Nobody
knows enough to do It for maore than
one or two classes of readers. In the
second place, If he had the knowledge

he would probably think it was be-
neath him to use it. Men of long ax-
soclation with university customs,

steeped In unlversity traditions, are apt
to disdain what they slightingly call
“bread-and-butter books. though for
bread and butter itself they usually dis.
play a healthy llkking. The only books
Dr. Elilot cares to select and edit for
our perusal are the good old master-
pleces which time has ripened and the
common consent of mankind has
stamped as excellent. They do not In-
struct, they edify us. They Inapire the
soul to expand its wings and %oar in
the upper atmosphera of thought and
feeling. In this realm of Hierature, of
courae, Dr. Eliot Is llke Norval on the
Gramplan Hills. He knows every
bilade of grass and every tuft of
heather. Doubtless In due time he will
announce to tha public the prineiple of

|selection swhich has guided him in com-

: - =
lm- old home in England and enjoy the

posing the new lst of Books which he |

has just given out. Unless he does so
it wil be difficult to understand why
some of them were chosen, sven for
the sake of general education.

Why, for cxample, are we 1o road
"Tam O'Shanter” instead of Burns'
love songa? It i= in the songs that the
Imperial genius of the bard of Scotland
displays its supreme power. ““Tam
O'Shanter™ 1s a pleasant poem, not
without flashes of theg fire divipe, but
It ls not Burns' BTaatest work, nor by
any means the one which gives tha
clearest Insight into his soul. The sa-
Jectlons from the English drama in the
new list scem more like part of a col-
lege course in literature than a sst of
books for reading. Ben Jonson, Web-
ster, Middletan and even Dryden are
writers with whom the sophomore is
expected to acquaint himself ns a mat-
tar of. culture, whatever Lhat may be;
but who under heaven aver thinks of
reading them voluntarily? To the peo-
ple of their own times they spoke with
vigor and potency, but for us their
message is obscure if not dumb.

Vox et praetersa nihil, may bhe aald
of half the books Dr. Ellot asks us to
pidce on tha five-foot shelf and make
the companlons of our refiection” and
leisure, Take Whalton's "Compleat An-
gler,” for example. It s a book which
evaryhody pretends to have at his
tongue's end, but which nobody could
be hired to read through. It does not
even tell &8 person how to fish. By
some hook or crook it has become a
literary fashion, and will remaln such!
but why should A man like Dr. Ellot
yield to mere fashion in making out his
shelf of books? This list containg
nothing of Shakespeare, who svill, of
course, be provided for somewheres
else, but one fancies that It fncludes
all Dr. Elot Intends to give of the
English drama since Shakespeare.
Why does 1t Inelude Tennyson's
“"Becket” and omit Goldsmith's “She
Stoops to Conguer”? Why the auto-
blography of Augustine and not
Franklin's? Why the “Imitation of
Christ,” which s a work of the most
depressing pessimism, and not Haeck-
el’'s “Riddle of the Universe," which is
nobly inspiring? Of course Dr. Eliot
will answer all questions of this kind
later ‘on, if he thinks. it worth while,

hut In the meantime they puzzle one a
little,

HIGH SCHOOL GROWTH IN UOREGON.

In these June days of brides and
graduntes, one ls impressed with the
fact that there 18 an unusualy Inrgs
number of “high school exerclses™ in
Oregon. News dlspatches tell of grad-
uation functlona all over the common-
wonlth. There are high school ath-
letlc teams, high school debating
teams, high school bacealnureates, if
We may so0 speak of the end-vear ser-
mons, and high school valedictories,
Algo there are plans for many new
high schools and for extension of
tourses to three and four yvears.

All this agaln brings to mind the
rapld growth in Oregon of high school
work. Nearly sixty such schools nre
graduating four-year clnsses, and some
150 others are teaching preliminary
courses. Ten years ago Oregon had
only five high schoolz—at Portland,
The Dalles, Astoria, Baker City and
Ashiand. Now it has 200 and is gain-
Ing many new ones each Year. A dec-
ade ngo the only counties with high
#chaols were Multnomah, Wasco, Olat-
sop, Baker and Josephine, Now all
the countles, so far as we are Iin-
formed, have high schools either In
their largest towns or In Eroups of
country districts. AIl the countles
have schools with four-year terms, ex-
cepting Washlngton, Benton and
Curry. Lane County leads with six
high echools, and Yamhill and Muitno-
mah follow wwith five each, although
Multnomah s first, of course, In num-
ber of four-vear schools.

This surprising growth of the high
school fdea s one of the notable activ-
ftles In Oregon. In nseribing  the
enuses of the movement, Professor
Lewis R. Alderman, of the department
of educatlon, University of Oregon,
formerly County School Superintend-
ent of Yamhill, writes The Oregonian:

I pscribe this wonderful awnkening to the
following csumes: First, abolition by the State
Unlversity of the preparutory grades; second,
Inerease of population ffrom the Middle
Btates where they ars accuatomed to high
nchools; third, Rclivity of teachers” clubse
led by the State Superlmendent: fourth, the
Feneral upbulliding of the state.

It Is certain that high schools are
multiplylng faster than population,
which means that the number of pu-
plls is Increasing faster than Inhabi-
tants. In Portland, for example, thers
was one high school seventeen vears
ago, with 250 students and a school
census of 14,810. This yvear there are
thres schools, with an enrollment of
2668 and a schoo! census of 34,264,
In this seventeen-year period the num-
ber of pupils multiplted more than
aeven times, avhile the school census
Increased hardly two and one-half
times.

Jdore rapid still Is expected to be the
growth of high s£chools under the law
of the latest Legisiature, authorizing
countles by vote to create o high school
fund, derived from taxation, for distri-
bution among high school districts pro
rata of pupils. This law grew out of
“the Lane County plan® of admitting
pupils Into a neighboring high schuol
district on payment of tultion to that
district by the pupil's district. “The
total amount of money paid to any dls-
trict (high schoal) during the school
Year (from the county high achaol
fund),” says the new law, "shall not be
less than $40 per pupil for the frst
twenty of such average daily attend-
ence, and §30 for the second tweonty.
nhor more than $12.50 per pupll for ali
the remaining puplls.”

This growth will greatly stimulate
the State TUnlversity, It has been
wished for many vears by friends of
that institution, as a means of bridging
over the gap betwsen the aniversity
course and the grammar grades. Lack
of high school facilities has been one
of the chief causes of smal} attendance
at the State Unlversity.

A BIMPLE PFROPOSITION.

A German economist, writing In
Velhagen's Magazine upon the question
of the Increased cost of living, shows
by computations based upon facts
carefully ascertdined that the in-
creased cost in living during recent
Years I8 falt in Europe not less than In
the United States, and that it has becn
In progress for a much longer time
than Is compatible with the theory
that the Increased production of gold
Is responsible for it. This learned
economist finde, Indeed, quite mnother
basls for the larger cost of living.,, He
argues that the real remson s in fn.
creased prosperity and conaequent ex-
travagance | fn  expenditure. Higher
wages cause higher prices by bringing
4 grealer number of purchasers intp
every market. Bigger profits encour.

aga dealers In every form of merchan-
dise to keep the prics up to the basis
of “the highest that the trafic will
bear” No one is willing to econo-
mize at any point: everybodsy llves up
to his Income, ana many beyond it.
Ha finds the aonly check upon the up-
ward tendency of prices 18 the cheap-
enifig of production through inven-
tions and combinations, which is aguin
counteracted by patent laws and gen-
temen's AgTESmMents,

Briefly, evervbody is living too hizgh
and too fast. This fact wWas brought
out plainly In the [etter of ex-Governor
Geer, published a fow days ago. Wae
cannot havestrests and houses lighted
by electricity on a tallow candle or
kerogene basls. We cannot wear sllk
at the price of calico, nor broadcloth
at the price of jeans. A champagne
appetite refuses to he satisfied with
beer, and lettuce from the garden 1s no
longer a salad unless sgurnished with
lobster and dressed Wwith mayonnalse,

This is the whaole Story in a nutshell.
A new sequel will be written when a
sufMicient number of our people return
to agriculture nnd to the doubtrful al-
lurements of what is ealled the simple
life. In the meantime, we must pay
for what we get.

Dr. Edmund Montgome:r Moffett, a
man who had traced his rRenenlogy
back vo 400 B. C., and thus determinad
that he was rightfully the King of
England, died in Woodcliffe, N. J.,
last Saturday. Whenever It I8 neces-
Bary for a man to go back so far Into
the past to dlg up relationship, he is
certaln to uncpver some very “rummy**
relatives. To that fact may be due
the indifference of the late Dr. Moftett
to claiming his tHrone. There Were &
Ereat many Britlsh Kings, anclent and
otherwise, with wh.m a good
American citlzen would hesitate to
elnim velationship, urless he wWara
forced to do so.

After bigger things are dispoged of,
the new city administration can pop-
ularize itself by regulating contractors
who are bullding ln the congested sec-
Hon of Portland. They appropriate
too much 0of the street. Let them
have haif of It, but rescrve the other
half for the publie. No one objects to
necessary obstruction of atreet trafflc;
still the taking up of more than threa_-
qunrters of the roadway, in many
cases with only rubblash and debris, is
an Infringement of public rights that
ought not to be tolerated. Give con-
iractors all the room they need and

confine the permit within that lUmita-
tion.

—_—

Some of thée Dakota farmers who
visited this clty Thursday expressed
the opinion that “the wheat lands of
Oregon are not near so Eood gs Da-
kota's." For all that, Dakota would
have been in a bad way for whent for
home consumption a few years ago
had not the OUregon land turned off
enough of the cereal to admit of 10,-
000,000 bushels being shipped east to
Dakota and other unfortunate states
which were without a crop.

It Is an awful “mistake" which the
Republicans of Portland have made,
and recommend to the Republicana of
the state—this advisory assembly—ir
they don’t want to ¢lect any more
Democratic Governors and Senntors,
But If they want to slact Republican
Governors and Mayors and Senators—
why, that's different. The Democratic
press 15 awfully afrald the Republican
party Is ruining all its future.

A lot of people who profess devotion
to the primary law refuse to abide its
results; and Mayor Lane, who pro-
fesses highest regard for the law and
for the judiclary, refuses to obey a
lawful mandamus. These reformers,
lots and lots of them, feel that they
are thomselves the embodiment of re-

form. They carry it all In thelr own
brensts,

Should Congress enact the corpora-
tion tax as proposed it certainly would
be resisted on the ground of constitu-
tlonality. It is o ““direct” tax, and
would not be “apportioned among the
several states according to their re-
spective numbers,"” ete,

Under the new trafe arrangement
the Milwaukes Rallroad wil} have an
unbreken Iline from the Oregon hop-
fields to avell-known Milwaukes fac-
tories that use the product. Also a
retura through line,

Mlsiah Johnsing replies that Jefr is
too fat and that he wants “g real live
one.” This makes honors éven and
proves Jack a great fighter.

Gate re-
celpis ought to be Immense.

Mayor Lane surrenders at last on
the slectric light magier. What Aid
he accomplish by his obstinacy and
perverseness? What has he accom-
plished in anything?

The lawyers could hnve done just
as well and accomplished just us much
If the Calhoun' trial hag lastad fifteen
days instead of 158. But weé must
have "“justice"

When Mayor Lane goes out ha really
ought 10 take with him those dis-
charged city detectives who are still
drawing pay from the clty for doing
nothing.

|

A Multnomah County poorfarm that
sells for $154.530 is rather an ex-
pensive retreat for iIndigents. Un-
doubtedly that !s the reason It was
sold.

The nature faker was in fornia
last week. A bull snake followed a
man four days to avenge the killing of
its mate. -

The season for the finest Strawber-
ries In the world being on the wane,

let's pucker our lips for the Oregon'

cherry.

Such a patient man as Howard
Gould, with all his money, will be a
fine catch when he gets rid of Katy. .

Why not put Actor Farnum on the
stand? He would prove that Mrs,
Gould is a perfect lady.

We see why Mrs. Gould wants di-
vorce from a man who oppeses her get-
ting drunk. .

I

Next month Mra, Waymire can re-
turn without embarrassing Portland's
Mayrr,

No matter how safe the Fourth of
July, it Is sure to be more or less in-
sane,

This is & good time to thin that ap-
ple tree, elther city or country.

ﬂ
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TOPICAL VERSE

Set In Her Way.

Bweot Mary Jane sat fourteon days and
wouldn't deign to rise,

Although her folks tried overy way to
make hor realize

That It wus guite unladylika to -ait all
day ‘and night

Atid hever change her nttitude or TOUSy
her appetite.

They conxed and teased and (iroatenéd
her, and stifl she wouldgy not stand.

And when they tried to ralse her up she
bit them on the hand

They dldn't want to do her harm or call
n the paliee,

And yet they sorrowed at the thought of
Mary Jane's @ecense,

But Mary Jane knew what was best, she
wiser was than men,

8he =at until she'd had hor mer. for Mary
Wam a hen,

—&1. Louls

——

Republie.

No Decudence in ¥ rance.
France decadent? Pouf! David Starr,
You wrong that nation grand. by Ear-r!

With lll-considered speech.
No swift degringolade for her
(Thut means tobogguning, good
Behold her xtll, her sons avar,

One pebble on the beach.

alr).

Nuy, David, how ean France la belle
Be on the road that preéachers tell
Is most precipltons?
Are not her ennuled people glad
To sleze the newest Yankee fad
Well, how ean any land be bad
That patterns after us?

Bwoet snmples of our greenest cotn
Al dejeuner French plutes adorn,
With breakfast foods betwesn.
And at a dinner who can doubt
The finest manhood's cropping out
In the enthusiastic shout
Qr "Vive a tarrapine!™
Yes, France's taste has ETown =0 fine
She buys your California wine
And brands |t as her own;
And when her sons your daughters take
(Almost as muech for beauty's sake
As for the slze of papa's staka)
Can higher tasta be shown?

Is Jean the frere of 1'Oncle Sam?
Just see him gulp the little ciam!?
Who then can doubt his rank®
And for one ovérwhelming fact
Behold him in the Jorous sot
Of sipping, with true Gullle tact,
L& coquetallle a la Yanque!
—New York World.
——
An Ever,
Weo mat In the country this Summer—
'"Twas love at first sight, 1 suppose.
She sure wos a dailsy, n huminer;
I never saw nattler clothas,
She stopped at “The BRI T at “Mount-
alns’;
The park was just perfect at night—
We lingered ang taiked DY the fountains—
Oh, yes; 1t was jove at first sight,

Two weeks was so short: T was Wary
Of saying “vacatlon" to her,

For fear that my plans would miscarry—
I just lat her guess or infer,

I popped: she accepted. "T'was
Hoefore I hnd known her g day:

As well get right into the clover,
I had such a short time to stay!

oven

A diamond was out of the question—
No jewelers up there, you know,

I had ona whole night's indlgestion
Through faking an order—to show,

I spoke of my town hguss discreetly,
Ehe mentioned an muto or two.

We d4id the thing up wvery neatly,
Az newly made lovers should do.

At partung—I went first, confound jti—
I sald that my stocks needed CHIe;
She looked quite distressad, but
round It
By snipping n lock of my halr.
Then just ns sach hand clazped the other
Blhe gurgled, “I'm coming back home
As poon ms my father and mother
Return from thelr touring In Roma. "

got

A fortnight has passed. In the city
I'm holding my Job as of yore:
I try out each popular dltty

In Racey & Co.'s sSoaventih floor,

She's stlll In the country, I fancy—
These teachers get beautiful restasl—
But her home Is somewhers on Delanday,
And her Po muksa his dough bullding

vesta.
—Naw York :I‘imoz.
e e
Saving Up.
Here enter astriet

oconomy and parsi-
maony, too.

I cannot buy another hat, the old ope
will have to do.

I cannot eat the thickest steaks,

But I must dine on fiannel cakes

And must forego -

The Summer show,

I'll sy, by way of explanation,

I'm saving up for my vacation.

Here enter Grouch and Never Treat
And starve-selfs when I want to ent;
Ne flowers for Rosie, Jen or Maud,
Buoh things I eannot now afford;

A nickal now

I swear, somehaw
Looks bigger than my last week's pay;
I'm zaving up to go AWLY.

Last vear I vowed that T would raise
A fund for Bummer holiflays;

When Winter winds were cnld and bleak
I'd put & bit away ench weelk;

But time flew by

And here am 1

With empty purse and

grisf-filloa CULy
Scerimping mysealf,

but saving up.

Parhaps by August 1 T mMAy

Possess enough to go AWRY;

And then In somé lakeside resart

il blow mywalf and be a gport.

I'll cut a dash

And spend my cash

For after all, this life, my friend,

Is Just a game of save and spend.

—Detroit Free Press

—————

A Congresxional Tal.,
Ten little Democrats voling on fres pine,
One voted for a tax, and then there werg
nine.

Nine lttle Democrats, in a sox debales,

One yoted tariff-wise, and then there
were eight.

Elght 1litle Democrate—just g party
leaven—

One sald: “Taxed tes for mine,” and

then there were seven,

Seven litle Democrats In 5 frightful fix,
One voted down free steel, and then
there were six.

Six little Democrats, keaeping hope alive,
One voled ten per cent, and then there
were five:

ive little Democrats, feeling rather wore
One =ald: “"Frae trade be durned,” and
then there were faur.

Four little Democrats, true (o Willlam H.,
One =ald: “Protection here,”” ana then
there were thres,

Thres lttle DPemocrats, siriving to be
true,

One. gol sdvice from home, ana then
there were two.

Two iittle Democrats, hearing, aaid:

“Well done.”
One asked to change his vote, and then
there was one.

Ome little Domocrat, sseking an ExTUBle
To turn the Donver platform
but what's jhe use?




