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TOI.E R ANCK AJCD TRUTH.
Christianity la an offshoot of Juda-

ism or of Israel, rather, as distin-
guished from Judaism on one side, and
yet Is Its synonym or counterpart on
the other. Israel was lost in the cap-
tivity; but through the later prophets

Ezeklel, Ezra, Nehemiah Judah re
mains. And Judaism and the Jew, of
wie modern world.

Through a. Jewish sect Christianity
a L ia niq

work chiefly of Saul, or Paul, without
""in jfpus wouia nave oeen- onscurea

and probably forgotten.
The Jews were exclusive. They are

exclusive yet. Nevertheless they ac-
commodate themselves everywhere,
and so have done through all ages, to
the conditions they live In. Tet theypreserve their racial faith.

Christianity, an offshoot of Juda-
ism, accommodating: Itself to the less
exclusive and growing: democraticlarag or the newer world, made Its alli-
ance with Roman paganism,
and through Constantino the union of
church and state, under the name ofChristianity, was effected. The Jew-
ish Ideal could not accommodate Itselfto the change. This ideal was, indeed,
most Intensely democratic more so
than Christianity Itself. But It detest-
ed "false gods." It believed and heldthat there was one only God. Itdoesn't bother about any Trinity. Itcared for none of the metaphysical
refinements about Three in One. Theserefinements put early Christianity on
the rack. Later, they forced the scis
sion that marked the conflict be- -.

cn me Anans ana the Athanasians;and later still gave rise to Mahomet-Is-
which at bottom is a protestagainst "more gods than one" thatIs to say, against the subtle metaphysi-

cal refinements started, it would seem,by Plato, carried on by the Greekmetaphysicians of Alexandria, devel-oped through Phllo, assumed as thebasis of the Fourth Gospel appear-
ing also In the other gospels, thoughless significantly; and finally becom-ing the foundation and very root ofdogma, for the Christian world.Christianity has effected a wondefrultransformation. It Is indeed itself apart of the transformation which Ithas effected. Within the limits ofChristianity itself the change Is con-stantly going on. Even Roman Cath-olic Christianity Is affected by It forit must adjust Itself to the modernworld. Greek Christianity, of whichthe Russian Church Is the chief ex-ponent, is less affected, because of theless Intellectual activity of the peoplesamong whom it exists. ProtestantChristianity tends to dissent, to elim-ination of special dogmas, to the stateof mind and culture known as ration-alism, more and more. So indeed doesJudaism; and so do Roman and GreekChristianity, but in less degree.

Yet, amid all this movement andchange, there Is a tendency, undoubt-edly, towards a catholicity of spiritThere Is a growing belief that neitherthe authors nor the professors of anycreed are in possession of all truthThis Impression becomes the basis oftolerance among men. In former timesthe party or sect that believed It hadall the truth. If it had or could Bet thepower of the state to back it, wouldsurely persecute unbelievers. To allthis, that fills so many of the saddestpages of history, "infidelity" has put astop. Yet the principle of tolerationIs not a new Idea. It appeared of oldamong men who knew the world andhad made survey of human historv.So Pilate, when he heard the accusersof Jesus and their contention for thetruth, and the answer of Jesus that het amo Into the world to bear witness tothe truth, naturally dismissed the con- -
!.r.?.V,T7y. Wlth the veering reply,Is truth?" It was his expres-sion of contempt for the whole conten-tion, that meant nothing to an edu-cated Roman just as a thousand sim-ilar things mean nothing to personswho witness them in our time. Yetilat found no fault at all In him whowas accused, and was disposed to let
?h"1. The Chri,t"" rcord declaresthe Jews insisted on putting himto death, because he was a blasphemeragainst the law of Israel: the Jewishcontention Is that he was put to deathas a Roman rebel, who had set himselfup as king of the Jews. The methodof punishment certainly was not Jew-ish, but Roman. Crucifixion was a
w7T ,mnod: tn Jewish methodor stoning as in thecase of Stephen, afterwards. Incommingling of customs, in this con!
nict of laws, there never can be nearerapproach to historical truth than thatreached by balance of Judgment
Probabilities. Since w deal wtS
nr.c0,nr htotrlc records on thso we must deal with thewr,t,n that have com imfn uHoly Scripture. On this principle an
the biblical records are based. Theprinciple of historical Interpretation
"?h" Vh8 JeWlSh and Christ ansame as to other rec-ords; and the fundamental principle ofall criticism Is that ever,-- book or doc-ument Is to be interpreted by the con-ditions of the time that produced K;

t0 '8tlmated or judged.These remarks, though brief andsketchy, take a wide rangV The ob-ject in presenting them is simply tofurnish suggestion or reminder ofsome of the conditions and circum-stances that have led us all up to tol-eration of differences of opinion anderatlon mes from recog-nition of the fact that In these mat-rf- .?

"T no "Solute certitudes.s inquiry, "What is truth'" re-mains and always will remain unan-swered; because these abstract propo

sitions addressed to the spiritual sense,
striving for expression through the re-
ligious nature of man, never will reachtheir finality. What is truth for one
In these matters cannot be truth forall. i

GREAT THINGS IN CANADA.
Railway extension in Canada Is pro-

ceeding at so rapid a rate, and on a
system so large, as to assure Immense
growth and progress in that vast coun-
try within the next twenty-fiv- e years.
Canada probably will double Its wealth
and population within that period.- -

The basis of the r&llwftv svfem la
three great lines across the whole
breadth of this country, from East to
west, xney are the Canadian Nor-
thern, the Canadian Pacific and the
Grand Trunk Pacific. Of these, the
Canadian Pacific is the only one yet
In operation across the entire breadth
of the continent, but the other two are
making rapid progress, and both will
be completed within five years. At
the close of 1908 the third had in oper-
ation west of the Great Lakes 10,135
miles of tracks. The Canadian Pacificat tne end or the year alone had a totalrail mileage of 14.080 nri ii annj
Trunk Pacific, when completed to the

uoast, which is expected withinthree years, will contain within
main lines and branches a mileage of
13.895. The Canadian Northern nownas 4uuo miles of railway In operation,and 2000 mUes more to build. Boththe Canadian North
Trunk Pacific include within theirpians lines to Hudson's Bay. intendedto be outlets for the produce of West-ern Canada to Europe during themonths of Summer and Autumn.

Prince Rupert, the Pacific terminusof the Grand Trunk, is already becom-ing an Important town. It Is 550 milesnorth of Vancouver; but the GrandTrunk will build also down to Van-couver, which will be a Joint termiaisfor all three systems.
To these roads the government Isextending every possible facility; itlends aid and credit, under close limi-

tations. In floating their loans; It exer-
cises through a carefully selected com-
missioner large supervisory power overthem, and It assists In planting settlersthroughout the country, for the pur-pose of creating traffic to make goodthe credit supplied by the govern-
ment. Net earnings, even now, carrythe loans, at the rate of 3.66 per centon the capital expended. But thereIs a steadiness in Canadian financialmanagement not yet to be expected inlike circumstances In ours. '

These operations iprtiniv n
great and rapid progress In the Dominion, aeventy of climate will be nogreat drawback as far north as wheatwill grow with profit. Timber Is abun-dant about Hudson's Bav, ln theRocky Mountains and on the Pacificslope, and discoveries of coal in manyplaces assure the remaining one thingneedful.

WHERB CARELESSNESS IS INEXCUS-
ABLE.

We are told that almost every sur-
geon of wide experience has in thecourse of his practice closed a wound,leaving therein a roll or piece of gauze
which he had used in dressing it. ThisIs charitably or professionally called"an accident." To the uninitiated Itrepresents carelessness so gross as tobe utterly Inexcusable. This view was
taken by a Spokane Jury, lately calledupon to pass upon an injury inflictedupon a woman by a ed "surgical
accident," which consisted in sewingup a roll of gauze in an incision by asurgeon who had, some two years be-
fore suit was brone-h- inW nt
erated upon the complainant. In viewof the flagrant carelessness of the act,
the suffering that followed and themenace to the patient's life during theperiod of two years, the damages
awarded $889 were small indeed.
Considering, however, that it is almostimpossible to convict a doctor who Is
in good and regular standing in his
proression. of malpractice. the ricarried some moral wiiriit ami ma., v.

instrumental in preventing a repetition
oi a surgical accident" of this type
in that community.

Lack of judgment or skin inci
dents in surgery that may be excused,even when human l i- - Di a .
such deficiency. But surgical care- -
ircaness is quite another thing andwholly Inexcusable. It is indeed veryrare, relatively speaking, but It shouldbe absolutely non-existe- To defenda surgeon who Is guilty of gross
carelessness ln the treatment of a pa-
tient who has committed his or herlife into his hands is to place individ
ual interests above the honor of a pro-
fession that is at once eisill oisacred.

OREGON'S BLACK HAND.
The cowardlv ahp.ni-m- n i

given Central Oregon such a bad nameamong law-abidi- rltiion. ... ,

charged with destroying fences nnridriving away the stock of a farmer onthe Deschutes River TTntn v
rages as these are stopped. Oregon is

i.i a.nuie position ror criticising thecowardly corn-cracke- r- r,r ii.. a,..v.
who engage in the night-ridin- g inde
cencies, nor can we express much sur-prise over the crime nt k- - tji.1 1 1 1 fl I IVHand. Neither the Oroimn in

ers, the Southern Night Riders nor theBlack Hand in the inv- - nr ir,i. ...... .luiquit 111our large cities fight fairly. The vic-tim is never given a show for his lifenor for the protection rf v,t
The men, or rather the outlaw .,,.
destroyed the fences of Mr. Barney inCentral Ores-n- r.ai n i ,

whatever on the land which Mr. Bar-ney had secured from the GovernmentTheir crime ia maemtftd. - ,n - n nun i l is re-membered that Mr. Barney was ln thevuumry ior tne purpose of developingit and improving social nr.
conditions so that it would prove more
attractive ror other settlers of whichjrrgvn is so mucn in need.

omce tne coming of the whltn manon the American continent manybloody pages hn-v-e hn i i j ..." uvju v meworlds history for the recital of thenit?uies wnicn resulted from thesteady encroachment nf v, iu.- - 1 1 settlers on the domain of the Indian. The
American people by rorce of arms havedriven the original landed proprietorsof the American continent from pillarto post. When they refused to moveon and made a. show r.r i.they were killed. This warfare anlnJthe Indian tribes was a necessltv, basedon that unanswerable argument, "thegreatest good for the greatest num-ber." and the Indian was obliged tomake room for the coming race andpermit the development of the countrvBut the rights Of the Tnll.. .1 V
centuries of occupation, were immeas-urably greater than those of the sheep-kille- rs

and fence-cutte- rs of CentralOregon have ever been in the country
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J over which they attempt to maintain
sucn exclusive control.

Fortunately for our civilization, how-
ever, the overlords of the Central Ore-
gon plains, like their predecessors, theIndians, must give way before thepressure of law and order and decency.
There is not enough free cattle range
In the country to permit every man
who so desires to pasture his herds at
Government expense. The Government
Is of the people and for the people, and
SO long as there remain- - a", nut -

, quarter section of land that will attract
. seiner it snouia De available for theuse of that settler-a- s soon as he de-

clares his intention of making It hishome. Furthermore, he should beprotected by the Government in pos-
session of his land. The cattle baronswere with the vanguard when theAmerican Indian was forced from theranges, and they now have no legiti-
mate grounds for complaint becausethe land to which they had less rightthan the Indian Is being appropriatedby the homebuilders. Mr. Barney thevictim of the Bend outrage, is said tobe an old Civil War veteran, and prom-
ises to give a warm reception to thedastardly cowards who are attemptingto run him out of the country. Letus hope his rifle will carry far andtrue.

TONGUES OF FIRE.
This office has been favored with acopy of a publication called "TheApostolic Faith," which is "given free"according to a legend inscribed there-on. It is proverbially impolite to findfault with free gifts. Nevertheless,one may perhaps venture to remarkthat It Is an essential portion of theApostolic practice, if not of the Apos-

tolic faith, to tell the truth. The pub-
lication to which we refer seems to bethe organ of the sect who profess to"speak with tongues," and among
other wonderful thin
account of "a little girlwno stooa up under the power of Godbefore a crowded hoima ot,a .n.1,.twenty minutes ln Italian and Latin."a. portion of the noor littio tv.n'speech is quoted in the paper, but

niie it is passable Italian, It containsno Latin. Hence it Is not at all won-
derful that "an ItaH
should have understood it.

The implication which the "Apos-
tolic Faith" wishes Its readers to drawfrom this unveracious story i3 that a
mi'-acl- e was wrought in the case of thelittle girl. No miracle was necessaryto enaole a child nfin ,,o-J ' VI ltS LUspea.c Italian Millions of them do itevery day. Either she was of Italian
uirtn or sne had learned the languageAll the ed miVaic ..v.ii.i linn IUC.tongues of Firo maniacs report falliniu two categories. Either the lan-guage spoken is one known to otherpeople or It is
knows. In the former case no moreof a miracle is rpnntrori cnni- -- w 1 t nr. it it la Tongues of Fire meeting than any-
where else. When nobody knows thelanguage, then It is sheer gibberishand there is even less occasion for a
";"auc account ior it. The Tongues
of Fire mania is spreading around thewhole world. It has two main placesof business, one in T

other in Atlanta, Ga.. but its mission-aries are everywhere. Nothing testi-fies more stronerlv tr tho v,,, -
some people for a living and aotive
J.O.HU man me eagerness of people totry all sorts of humbuggery whichcome in. the name of the Lord.

THOMAS PAINE.
It was 100 vears nn Tuna s u

death of Thomas Paine. In the lapse
of a century the theological bitternesswhich surrounded his dvlno-- io.
demons and remitted his soul to thefires of hades has lost its poignancy.
The versatile literary genius of the
amuntitu revolution is regarded nolonger as the arch foe of religion. In-
deed, most of the
cited the fury of bigots for a generation
or iwo aner nis death have now become orthodox. They are taught Intheological seminaries anri j
from humdrum pulpits. The religious
views of educated and thoughtful menare about the same now as they wereln 1792, when Thomas Paine published
the first part of "The Age of Reason."Perhaps they have altered but littlesince the flood.
,lnt the change has been marvelous."iual ot me superstitions which Painecombatted have been abandoned evenin rural villages. There was a timewhen every young man who aspired tothe ministry felt bound to begin an an-swer to "The A nf T7onn ..
he seldom finished it. In some cases
the attempt led to the tragic disaster of",c or tne assailant by his foeMoncure Conwnv.
the best and most exhaustive biography

,..c, uuij remarKs that "The Ageof Reason" is one of the few theolog-ical works which have achieved endur--
...B popularity, very likely It is notnow read so much o a if Q- "tw luty yearsago, but undeniably it has by no meansfallen into neglect Tho-- o
readers and partisans of Paine's polem
ical masterpiece, and there are stillsome people who fancy that in its""s" n?y nna the thoughts of anatheist and a bl
longed to neither of these categoriesBesides being one of the most ardentand devoted patriots who ever lived hewas a reverent worshiper of God His

ed blasphemies were merelyol.iiCi,,3 or ract about theBible and Its content.. t,,v,iv.
would now dream of disputing. InFrance, where Paine was living whenhe wrote the honk- ih,.,.' nrie merecommonplaces and excited no particu-lar controversy. Spinoza had set themout a hundred years earlier in his politico-the-
ological treatise, and Voltaire'scircle had made good use of them It..w.vi uc interesting ln connection with

VL lne origin of "The Ageof Reason" to know whether-- nr notPaine ever read Spinoza. He hadevery chance to get hold of the worksof the great Jewish philosopher lnParis. Perhaps the spark of religiouswas kindled In his mind bythe lens-rlnd- er of Amsterdam.Paine wrote the first part of "TheAge of Reason" in the weeks whenRobespierre was winning his triumphover the Girondists and the guillotinewas snapping off heads like weedsPaine s head sat not very securely onhis shoulders at that time, thoughwhen he went to Paris to reside he
Wwl atled 83 a hero and decorated
Ti Frencn citizenship. This was inIf 88, five years after the close of ourRevolutionary War. It is not correctto say that Paine went to France atthe outbreak of the Revolution becausehe was eager to have a hand In everytrouble that appeared. The truth isthat Congress and the colonies of NowYork and Pennsylvania had made himcomfortable with grants of money orland, and he crossed the ocean to visit

1 Hla rtlf l T , . . .in j . ' i ft lit iia ana enjoy tnerepose which he had earned by his toilsfor his adopted country. The society
of Burke and his other distinguished
friends also attracted him. But thewhirlwind of the Revolution seized himand he was sucked into the vortex.Paine was one of those extraordinary
men who grow more radical as theygrow older. He began life as a Quaker
and ended as one who rejected relig-
ious forms altogether. At the out-
break of the American Revolution hedenounced the Iniquities of George III.to be sure, but against Kings in general
ne nao notning to say, while in his re-
ply to Burke's "Reflections on theFrench Revolution" he spoke for themost radical democracy. 'This reply,
called "The Rights of Man," brought
down the terror of the British lawupon Paine's head. He was prosecut-
ed for publishing the book and only
escaped the penalties of treason by
fleeing to France. His trial went on inhis absence, and to improve his chancesof acquittal he wrote a letter to theprosecuting attorney in which he spoke
of the King of England as "Mr.Guelph" and referred to the Prince ofWales as "one of Mr. Guelph's profli-gate sdns." Of course Paine was con-
victed, and, being out of the reach ofthe executioner, he was declared anoutlaw. He appears to have possessed
Just the literary qualities which, were
best adapted to excite the fury of hiscontemporaries, or to Inspire themwith enthusiasm. The German historian Albert Pfister says of his "Common
Sense" that "it set the sentiment of thepeople moving in a flood and gave it adefinite aim, namely, independence.
Paine's pen was as essential as Wash-ington's cannon in the fight for inde-pendence.". Tommon Sense" appearedin the January before the. Declarationof Indenend
edly the little book inspired the great
historic act if it was not its cause.The first number of "The Crisis" ap-peared in the dark days of 1776, whenWashington had made his disastrousretreat from New York and the colo-nial troops were shoeless and starvingin Paine wrote it byhis campfire in Washington's forlornarmy. The pamphlet revived thehopes and courage of the soldiers. Itgave Washington himself new energy
and led directly to that brilliant marchto Trenton which changed the fortunesof the war. Among the names of theheroes of "the Revolution ThomasPaine's should be written higher thanIt stands ln most histories, and on themonuments of his country it should beinscribed in brighter letters. He wasan ardent, devoted, high-soule- d man; agreat writer, a deen thiniro ,,

i v. a icttrlot whose on knew no
"- uiiua,

A FEW MORE INCHES OF BOOKS.
President Charles W. Eliot is takingplenty of time for the selection of hisfive feet" of books. A task done sodeliberately will surely be done wiselyand when the final list. Is announced nodoubt we shall have something of en-during value. The partial lists whichhe has already given out savor of ripewisdom and profound acquaintance

with literature. Whether Dr. Eliot'sacquaintance with the needs of the liv-ing world is displayed quite so clearlyor not is another question. The factthat his selection is to be made "forthe person seeking a general educa-tion" in itself throws a shade of disap-pointment over the project. A generaleducation is an education which pre-pares a person to be ornamental, butnot useful. It avoids teaching himhow to do any particular thing wellenough for the market and loads himur with a smattering of many thingsin all of which he falls short of thatexcellence which means power. Thewoman with a good general educationis compelled when she is left a widowto make shirts at 10 cents a dozen tokeep the wolf from the door. Thegirl who leaves the hlgfc school with afine general education must take a jobin a store at $5 or 36 a week. Theyoung man who graduates from collegewith an admirable general education isglad when the disillusionment whichawaits him is Complete to get a Job asstreetcar conductor or find worksweeping out an office.
The general education; for which DrEliot's list of books is intended Is avery good thing to have. It is espe-cially good for those who are certainbeyond ali peradventure that theynever need earn a living. But forthose who are not insured against allthe vicissitudes of changing fortunevastly better than a general educationis one which gives them the power tooffer something in the way of work orproduct which the mnrtd i j..pay for. This view of the mihln hobeen denounced as low and vulgar Itis said to smack of materialism, "and

perhaps these reproachoa c.-i
it is also true rTSot D.n.uv iv,iuciim nasplaced us In a low an, i.- v. u if,ui wormand that all the things wherehvare material. Fore-fitfiiino-

patent truth has rmiRori a , j ,
w 6icai, ucdt Ulmisery to men. and in litoiwgreat deal more. We poor human brings are forever trying to live on etherand to fly before we have learned howto make wings. It Is not the presentpurpose to deny the value of the IdealAll we wish to 'do is to recall the un-deniable fact that" vn.i o i

white water lilies without first provides muu ior mem to grow in, nor canyou make roses bloom trithm.t f..ni.ing the ground at thlr roots. Givingpeople a general education and nothingmore is an attemnr tn ..t.absurd things, and, like all absurdities.... .i euutu in disaster, as our greateducational lights are beginning to
Still, a man Hire tt'ii u .

be expected to undertake the task ofpreparing lists of books which wouldimpart a special education to every-body. In the first place, he has notthe requisite- knnwindo. . ..... i. . r- -t,

knows enough to do It for more
nuuuuy

thanu,,c or two classes of readers. In thesecond place, if he ha tn i, ijhe would probably think it was be-neath him to use it. Men of long as-
sociation with
steeped in university traditions, are apt

wnai mey slightingly call
'bread-and-butt- er hnnb ," .t-- 1 .- - wiuugu iorbread and butter itself they usually dis- -
f'"' """iy "ting. The only booksDr. Eliot cares to select and edit forour perusal are the good old master-pieces which time has ripened and thecommon consent of mankind hasstamped as excellent Thestruct, they edify us. They inspire thesoul to expand its wings and soar inme upper atmosphere of thought andfeeling. In this realm of literature ofcourse. Dr. Eliot is like Norval on theGrampian Hills. He knows evervblade of grass and everv
heather. Doubtless in due time .

announce to the public the principle ofselection which has guided him in com

posing the new list of books which hehas Just given out. Unless he does so
it will be difficult to understand why
some of them were chosen, even for
the sake of general education.

Why, for example, are we to read"Tam O'Shanter" instead of Burns'love songs? It is in the songs that theImperial genius of the bard of Scotlanddisplays its supreme power. "TamO'Shanter" is a pleasant poem, not
without flashes of the fire divine, butIt is not Burns' graatest work, nor byany means the one which gives theclearest insight into his soul. The se-
lections from the English drama in thenew list seem more like nart nf a allege course in literature than a set of
uuoks ior reading. Ben Jonson, Web-ster, Middleton and even Dryden are
writers with whom the sophomore isexpected toacquaint himself as a mat-ter of. culture, whatever that may be;but who under heaven ever thinks ofreading them voluntarily? To the peo-
ple of their own times they spoke withvigor and potency, but for us theirmessage is obscure if not dumb.Vox et praeterea nihil, may be saidof half the books Dr. Eliot asks us toplace on the five-fo- ot shelf and makethe companions of our reflection' andleisure. Take Walton's "Compleat An-gler," for example. It is a book whicheverybody pretends to have at histongue's end, but which nobody couldbe hired to read through. It does noteven tell a person how to fish. Bysome hook or crook It has become aliterary fashion, and will remain such;but why should a man like Dr. Eliotyield to mere fashion in making out hisshelf of books? This list containsnothing of Shakespeare, who will, ofcourse, be provided for somewhereelse, but one fancies that It includesall Dr. Eliot Intends to give of theEnglish drama since ShakespeareWhy does it include Tennyson's
Becket" and omit Goldsmith's "SheStoops to Conquer"? Why the auto-biography of Augustine and notFranklin's? Why the "Imitation ofChrist," which Is a work of the mostdepressing pessimism, and not Haeck-el'- s"Riddle of the Universe," which isnobly inspiring? Of course Dr. Eliotwill answer all questions of this kindlater on, if he thinks.lt worth whilebut in the meantime they puzzle one alittle.

HIGH SCHOOL GROWTH IN OREGON.
In these June days of brides andgraduates, one is impressed with thefact that there is an unusualy large

number of "high school exercises" InOregon. News dispatches tell of grad-
uation functions all over the common-
wealth. There are high school ath-letic teams, high school debatingteams, high school baccalaureates, Ifwe may so speak of the end-ye- ar ser-
mons, and high school valedictories.Also there are plans for many newhigh schools and for extension ofcourses to three and four years.

All this again brings to mind therapid growth in Oregon of high school
work. Nearly sixty such schools aregraduating four-ye- ar classes, and some
150 others are teaching preliminarycourses. Ten years ago Oregon hadonly five high schools at Portland,The Dalles, Astoria, Baker City andAshland. Now it has 200 and is gain-ing many new ones each year. A dec-ade ago the only counties with high
schools were Multnomah, Wasco, Clat-sop, Baker and Josephine. Now allthe counties, so far as we are in-formed, have high schools either Intheir largest towns or in groups ofcountry districts. All the countieshave schools with four-ye- ar terms, ex-cepting Washington, Benton 'and
Curry. Lane County leads with sixhigh schools, and Yamhill and Multno-mah follow with five each, althoughMultnomah is first, of course, ln num-ber of four-ye- ar schools.

This surprising growth of the highschool idea is one of the notable activ-ities in Oregon. In ascribing thecauses of the movement. ProfessorLewis R. Alderman, of the department
of education, University of Oregonformerly County School Superintend-
ent of Yamhill, writes The Oregonlan:

I ascribe this wonderful awakening to the, . . . .following PR - T." o 1. -- 1

of the preparatory grade.; aecond.""'"" "i iwpumuoh . rrom the MiddleStates where they are accustomed to trlghschools; third, activity of teachers' clubsled by the state Superintendent; fourth, thegeneral upbuilding of the state.
It Is certain that high schools aremultiplying faster than population,

which means that the number of pu-
pils is Increasing faster than inhabi-tants. In Portland, for example, therewas one high school seventeen yearsago, with 350 students and a schoolcensus of 14.310. This year there arethree schools, with an enrollment of2556 and a school census of 34,264.
In this seventeen-yea- r period the num-
ber of DUDils multlnlleri m ti
seven times, while the school census
increased hardly two and one-ha- lf
times.

More rapid still is expected to be thegrowth of high schools under the lawof the latest Lep-isiat- i

counties by vote to create a high school
iuuu, aenvea rrom taxation, for distri- -ouuon among high school districts prorata of pupils. This law grew out of"the Lane County plan" of admittingpupils Into a neighboring high sclrooldistrict on payment of tuition to thatdistrict by the pupil's district. "Thetotal amount of money paid to any dis-trict (high SChOOl) dnrinn- - fho. -- T, i- O ' "V-- 11U1J1year (from the cnnntv Viiv, i ,

"'Ml OLUIJIJlfund), says the new law, "shall not be'eaa xnan " Per pupil for the firsttwenty of such averaee rtaitv ttance, and S30 for the ser-nn- 1 " V tlllj ,i.i ii.oib man is.do per pupil for allme remaining pupils.
This growth will btoom-. .i" stimulatethe State University. It has beenwished for many years by friends ofthat institution, as a means r ,- -i .

over the gap between the tnlversity
me grammar grades. Lackof high school facilities has been oneof the chief causes of small attendanceat the State University.

A SIMPLE PROPOSITION.
A German economist, writing inVelhagen's Magazine upon the questionof the increased cost of living, showsby computations based upon fact3carefully ascertained that the In-

creased cost in living during recentyears Is felt in Europe not less than Inthe United States, and that it has beenln progress for a much longer timethan is compatible with the theorythat the Increased production of goldis responsible for it. This learnedeconomist finds, indeed, quite anotherbasis for the larger cost of living.. Heargues that the real reason Is in in-
creased prosperity and consequent ex-travagance

t m expenditure. Higherwages cause higher prices by bringinga greater number of purchasers intoevery market. Bigger profits encour

age dealers in every form of merchan-dise to keep the price up to the basisf "e highest that the traffic willbear." No one is willing to econo-
mize at any noint; everybody lives upto his Income, and many beyond it.He finds the only check upon the up-
ward tendency of prices is the cheap-ening of production through inven-tions and combinations, which is again
counteracted by patent laws and gen-
tlemen's agreements.

Briefly, everybody is living too highand too fast. This fact was broughtout plainly in the letter ofGeer, published a few days ago. Wecannot have streets and houses lightedby electricity on a tallow candle orkerosene basis. We cannot wear silkat the price of calico, nor broadclothat th,e price of Jeans. A champagneappetite refuses to be satisfied withbeer, and lettuce from the garden Is nolonger a salad unless garnished withlobster and dressed with mayonnaise.inis is the whole story in a nutshell.A new sequel will be written when asufficient number of our people returnto agriculture and to the doubtful al-lurements of what Is called the simplelife. In the meantime, we must payfor what we get.

Dr. Edmund Montgomeiy Moffe't aman who had trace-- i his genealogy
back ro 400 B. C, and thus determinedthat he was rightfully the King ofEngland, died in Woodcliffe, N Jlast Saturday. Whenever It Is neces-sary for a man to go back so far intothe past to dig up relationship, he iscertain to uncover some very "rummy"relatives. To that fact may be duethe Indifference of the late Dr. Moffettto claiming his throne. There were agreat many British Kings, ancient andotherwise, with wh..m a goolAmerican citizen would hesitate toclaim relationship, urless he wroforced to do so.

After bigger things are disposed ofthe new city administration can pop-
ularize itself by regulating contractorswho are building in the congested sec-tion of Portland. They appropriatetoo much vof the street. Let themhave half of It, but reserve the otherhalf for the public. No one objects tonecessary obstruction of street traffic-stil- l

the taking up of more than threelquarters of the roadway, in manycases with only rubbish and debris isan infringement of public rights thatought not to be . tolerated. Give con-tractors all the room they need andconfine the permit within that limita-tion.

Some of the Dakota farmers whovisited this city Thursday expressedthe opinion that "the wheat lands ofOregon are not near so good as Da-kota's." For all that, Dakota wouldhave been in a bad way for wheat forhome consumption a few years agohad not the Oregon land turned offenough of the cereal to admit of 10 --
000 000 bushels being shipped east toDakota and other unfortunate stateswhich were without a crop.

It is an awful "mistake" which theRepublicans of Portland have madeand recommend to the Republicans ofthe state this advisory assembly ifthey don't want to elect any moreDemocratic Governors and SenatorsBut if they want to elect . Republican'
Governors and Mayors and Senatorswhy, that's different. The Democraticpress is awfully afraid the Republicanparty is ruining all its future.

A lot of people who profess devotionto the primary law refuse to abide Itsresults; and Mayor Lane, who pro-fesses highest regard for the law andfor the Judiciary, refuses to obeyawful mandamus. These reformers,lots and lots of them, feel that theyare themselves the embodiment of re-form They carry it all ln their own

Should Congress enact the --corpora-tlontax as nro noa a A i -- , .
be resisted on the ground of constitu- -.tJ,. lt la a direct" tax, andwould not be "apportioned among theseveral states according to their respective numbers," etc.

,TJri.r thf new trafflo arrangement
Milwaukee Railroad will have anunhrnlrpn Hnx . i

I me uregon hop- -fields to well-kno- Milwaukee fac-tories that use the product. Also a
(.uiuugn line.

Mlstah Johnslng replies that Jeff istoo fat and that he wants "a real liveone." This makes honors even andProves Jack trroa lv, .

.1 vate receipts ought to be Immense.

Mayor Lane an
the electric light matter. What did. . ...no noiii-U- l., iuy nla oDstlnacy andperverseness ? What ha v,

J lit tti. t. tj inplished in anything?

The lawyers rnniri v.o .. .- uuue. justas well and accomplished just as much" " "uu inai naa lasted fifteendays instead qf 158. But we musthave "justice." ,

When TVTavr. T.oA , i .- - Bca uul ne... . , .
really

niiE-n- r tA fata : T -win! mm tnose discharged city detectives who are stilldrawing pay from the city for doingnothing.-

A Multnomah Countv r.nr .f.unaiiu matsells for J154.530 is rather an ex-pensive retreat for indigents. Un- -uuuuicuiy mat is tne reason it wassold.

The nature faker was in Californialast week. A bull snake folfowed aman four days to avenge the killing ofIts mate.

The season for the finest strawber-ries in the world being on the. wanelet's pucker our Hps for the Oregoncherry. .

Such a patient man as HowardGould, with all his money, will be afine catch when he gets rid of Katy. .

Why not put Actor Farnum on thestand? He would prove that MrsGould is a perfect lady.

We see why Mrs. Gould wants di-vorce from a man; who opposes her get-ting drunk.

Next month Mrs. Waymire can re-
turn without embarrassing Portland'sMayr r.

No matter how safe the Fourth of
July, it is sure to be more or less in-
sane.

This is a good time to thin that ap-
ple tree, either city or country.

TOPICAL VERSE
Set In Her Way.

Sweet Mary Jane sat fourteen days andwouldn't delsn to rise.Although her folks tried every way to
make her realize

That it was quite unladylike to sit allday and night
And never change her attitude or rouseher appetite.
They coaxed and teased and threateneM

her. and still she woulc not stand.And when they tried to raise her up ehebit them on the hand.They didn't want to do her harm or callin the police.
And yet they sorrowed at the thought ofMary Jane's decease.But Mary Jane knew what was best, shewiser was than men.
She sat until she'd had her set. for Marywas a hen.

St. Louis Republic.

Decadence) la France.
France decadent? Pouf! David Starr

,Wrone that natlon grand, by gar-r- !v Ith speech.No swift degringolade for her(That means tobogganing, good sir).Behold her still, her sons aver,
. One pebble on the beach.
Nay. David, how can France la belleBe on the road that preachers tellIs most precipitous?
Are not her ennuied people gladTo sieze the newest Yankee fadvell. how can any land be badThat patterns after us?
Sweet samples of our greenest cornAt dejeuner French plates adorn.TV ith breakfast foods between.And at a dinner who can doubtThe finest manhood's cropping outIn the enthusiastic shoutOf "Vive la terrapine!"
Yes, France's taste has grown so fineShe buys your California wineAnd brands It as her own;
And when her sons your daughters tak(Almost as much for beauty's sakeas for the size of papa's stake)Can higher taste be shown?
Is Jean the frere of l'Oncle Sam?Just see him gulp the IitUe clam'Who then can doubt his rank?And for one overwhelming factBehold him ln the joyous actOf sipping, with true Gallic tact.Le coquetaille a la Yanque!

New York World.

As Ever.
We met ln the country this SummerTwas love at first sight. I suppose.
She sure was a daisy, a hummer;I never saw nattier clothes.
She stopped at "The Rill," I at ''Mount-ains";

The park was Just perfect at nightWe lingered and talked by the fountainsOh, yes; it was love at first sight.
Two weeks was so short; I was wary

Of saying "vacation" to her.For fear that my plans would miscarryI Just let her guess or Infer.I popped: she accepted. 'Twas oveBefore I had known her a day;As well get right into the clover,I had such a short time to stay!
A diamond was out of the questionNo Jewelers up there, you knowI had one whole night's indigestion

Through faking an order to showI spoke of my town hquse discreetly "

She mentioned, an auto or two. '
We did the thing up very neatlyAs newly made lovers should do'.

At parting I went first, confound it!I said that my stocks needed care;She looked quite distressed. but s:otround It
By snipping a lock of my hair.Then Just as each hand clasped the otherShe gurgled, "I'm coming back homeAs soon as my father and motherReturn from their touring in Borne.- -

A fortnight has passed. In the cityI'm holding my Job as of yore;I try out each popular dittyIn Racey & Co.'s seventh floor.She's still in the country, I fancyThese teachers get beautiful rests!But her home is somewhere on Delancey.And her Pa makes his dough buildingvests.
New York Times.

Saving TJp.
Here enter strict economy and parsi-mony, too.
I cannot buy another hat. the old onewill have to do.
I cannot eat the thickest steaks.But I must dine on flannel cake's
And must forego
The Summer show.
I'll se.y, by way of explanation,I'm saving up for my vacation.
Here enter Grouch and Never Treat"" wnen 1 want to eat-N- o

flnwr.. . nr- - T ; t ,- - - or .ftiaua,ouch things I cannot now afford--
nickel now '

I swear, somehow
Looks bigger than my last week's pay;I m saving up to go away.

Last vear T t.i.-. -- ; -- .. i. wram raiseA fund for Summer holidays; "

' "iir winos were cold and bleakI d put a bit wu it aa--

But time flew by "

And here am I
With ..ftmTlfv mi. a rmm sriei-nile- d CUD- -Scrimping myself, but saving up.
Perhaps bv August l t .n.,
Possess enough to go away;
"a men in some lakeside resortI'll blow myself and be a sport.I'll cut a dash

And spend my cash.For after all, this life, my friend.Is just a game of save and spend.
Detroit Free Press.

A Conrrrdnnnl rr-- , .
Ten little Democrats irr.rir.- - . ..
One voted for a tax, and then there were

Nine little Democrats, in a sox debate.
lami-wis- e, and then therewere eight.

Eight little Democrats just a party
leaven

One said: "Taxed tea for mine," andtnen mere were seven.

Seven little Democrats in a frightful fix.
-- "icu uuwii ii ee steel, and thenthere were six.

Six little Democrats, keeping hope aliveOne voted ten per cent, and then therewere five. .

Five little Democrats, feeling rather soreOne said: "Free trade be durned," andthen there were four.
Four little Democrats, true to William B.One said: "Protection here." and thenthere were three.

Three little Democrats, striving to betrue.
One got advice from home, and thenthere were ' two.

Two little Democrats, hearing, said:"Well done."
One asked to change his vote, and thenthere was one.

One little Democrat, seeking n excuse
To turn the Denver platform down ah

but what's the use?
Exchange.


