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LAST IMPORTANT STAGE
OF ROOSEVELTS

TRIP DOWN THE WHITE NILE TO CIVILIZATION
AGAIN BUT N&‘s’%&s é)U‘I‘
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Agaln proceed 3 the swift and
progreas of last few days must

be exchanged he stead grind of
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Angerous and unhealthy in our whala
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Mished uneventt

hich ware d _

was plenzant and

imposing, and, under

alr was coal Fach

ted befores dawn, and by

noon had camped by the alda -" ons of

the tributary rivera or sireams which flow

into the Nile. OFf these the Asua was the

most Emportant, and the picture of the

long safart fording it and coming into

camp amcong the g 1 trees of the south-

ern bank la one which lingera ploasantly
in my memory.

At the #nd of Lthe sixth day we arrived
at Gondokoro, The last march had t
long and scorching. The molature se
te have gong from tha air, and the VEE-
station, ahn hough 1t wan, seemed

parched and 1ted
Town Beset by 300 Bad Elephants,

The approaches tn Gondokoro are besst

by = herd of 300 elephants of peculiar ill-
fame. Nearly all the eligible tuskers have
bean kille

The females and the young
Is are flarce and wary, and, taught by
fraqu contact with tha white man, and
tected by the sacred game laws, ax-
ercise & lawices and tyrannical power over
thsa whols region. On every slde th
depredations are to be poen. Grest trees
puahed over In careless sport native plan-
lations trampled Into ruin, the roades ren-
dared procarious for the traveler. the
mails often interrupted for days at s timea,
and occasional loss of life, are the feat-

ures of thiz domination. And It seems
likely to last a long time, for 1 was in-
forined that thae young bulls would not
be sufficlently grown for about 40 wvears

and even then, a= the two whits officers
in the s=tation are not allowad to shoot
mare than ooe slephant apiece ocach year,
the nulsance will enly gradually be abatad.
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tracery of palms, ware the white funnel
and superstructura of the Birdar's steamer
with all : papers: and
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1208 miles to the il with jibba-clad
corpeses like “snov ' had b'n.‘lt!‘d &
passage and the Nila wan free

“The Best Lies Behind.'
Bmbarked at

Gondokoro we passed out

of tha sphere of th '-;"!l!'n Colonial Of-
fice inlo the domain af undedfined
Joint writy wi h regulates the Sou-
dan, which files vwo flag= side by side
on, every public building, and which weu
cxn anly correspond with through the
Britlah Foreign Office.

Henceforward aur j
abis and regular, ¥

urney wase comfort-
t 1 could not traverss

the Soudan without the keenest ‘nterest.
When one has started fromm Calro and
paddied up the Nile o Wady Halfa,

crossed the desert rallway 1o tha Atabara.
4 and, as a soldisr, marched thence 200 miies
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tn the battle of Omdurman; one feels one

hasx iething of the Nile. Yet now
we lawed it other way from
ita sour for nearly 00 miles, and yet
1% more intervened rfore even Omdur
mAan war reach as the mighty and
peoriess river length and -

memorial his
enes,

foslings of
h no traveler can drink
Ity aweet waters, grew in Intenaity

Yot It I= not possible Lo descend the Nile
opntinuously Its ®source at RBi n
Fithout realizing that the best
ong Uganda I= the pear!
province and the Lado
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is .‘\hm..n R fert and inspiring
rexion,
But thereafter the beauty dies out of
o [andscape 1ean from the
d We of abundant
rainfall, of iance, of do-

clle peoples, of gongeous birds and butter-
flies and flowers. We enter stern realms
of sinister and forbhidding as t, where
Nature s cruel and

rile, where man in
fanatieal and often rifle-armead Caltiva-
tlon—nay. vegetation—Is but a strip along
the river bank, and even there thorn

bushea and prickly aloos afe its clilaf con-

stituenis, We enler twn successive
orts as contrasted |n thelr charaecte
redoubtable in their hospitality .
Dante’s Cliroles of the *‘‘Inferno’’—the Des-
ert of Sudd and the IDesert of Sand.
Appalling Desert of Sudd.
About s hundred milks from GondoMoro

s White Nile enters and aplils {rseif
o a vast and appalllng swamp or

1 actlon of this tremgndous sponge
whether beneficial 1 2 ating the Sow
or T ful in wasting the water through
ava lon, 44 hera be mald
Bt s aspect 2o dismal and so
ying that to travel through it is
exporience. Our steamer, with the
VOoring curront, made at laa béven
mlles an hour, and, as the moon was
full, we traveled night and day. For

three days and thrée nightis we weare con-
tinuously in this horrible swamp Into
which the whole of the United Kingdem
of Great Britain and Ireland could ba
casily packed.

By day from the roof of the high pilot-
house a comma ing view ravealed hour
arfter hour, in every diraction, one uninter-
rupted ocean of floating vegetation spread-
ing to far horizons. The papyrus plant is
in itself & besutiful, graceful and ven-
erable thing, To travel through the Sudd
is to hate it for evermore. Rising 15 feat
mnbove tha level of the water, stretiching
itm rools 20 or even 30 Teet below. and
a0 matted and tangled together that ele-
phants can walk safely upon its springy
surface, papyrus js the beginning and
the end of this melancholy world. For
hundreds of miles nothing elsa is to be
parcaived—not a mountain ridge blue on
ths horizon, scarcely a tres, no habitation
of man, no sign of beast. The =i-
lencs & broken only by the croaking of
innumerabla frog armies, and the cry ef
draary birds.

The vigorous operations of the sudds
cutters have op2ned and the constant
traffic of staamers has presérved and fm-
proved a channei about a hundred yards
wide, winding by locops and ecorkscrewe
through the ewamp. The river presants a
depth of 30 fest along this coworse, and
greater vessels could thread its langth for
n=arly a thousand miles,

The navigation is intricate and psgullar.
Indeed. 1t would seem to ba an art by
itsaif. No effort Is made by ths Arab
pliota, who alone are employed, ts avold
colllsion with the banks. On the contrary,
they rely upon them sa -an sasentlal fex-

ture of tha ment of the steamer. his mind wholly to the buck he stalks.
Tt vessel bhumps regularly at Imost | I was sp much elated by this jolly
L. eormer from one cusi | morning’s gport and the near approach
tha « | of cliviiized conditions—for after all,

and L contragt s an elament In pleasure-
stem mround ¢ ngain and that I permittad eif to rejnice at
ita direction ‘-"\"rv‘l nes where t | the safe happy outcome of thir
ware wvery sgharp wa would t - | lone Jo to exull In our eom-
pletely around, not once, but twe | plete immunity from serious aceldant
times, and VEEnts - |'or {liness or even fever. Fow extrava-
cuUrve ware sv ganl were the accounts of the dangers
‘k---r p2 ocoaslo luf African travel! How easy to avold
;H:n evil chances of the rond! Reason-
1 fashion wea 1 '.1hin- precautions, steady exer e, TEgU-
at full t-p»nx‘ ‘r— about 70 or S0 hours lar guinine—were theas not In them-
selves the guarantees of safety? Thus
Reglon Between Sudd and Sand. I reckoned, and with :-;,ne--lux.;.-;:1 reasons,
Meanwhile, the Nile was accomplis buf In n bad hour. We were not yet

s'destiny. Its vast tributary ‘”_r“““— j"'r“'”‘”": end. . -
- wentiy-four ours” steaming rom
Sobat and the Bahr-el-Ghazal, cama o Mﬂa?;rn,)rr-}',nraf hrlﬂllsht poppaniin T e
force its flow. The miles spread out | .0 The character of the country was
us In a long succession of hun- | ynchanged. «Yellow sand slopes drank
l

length the sudd expanses begin

ontract Distant mountalns rise
against the steal-blue sky in rate =ll-
houstte, and gradually draw up tha
river. TIslar af earth and trees, peaks
of sharp rock breaak hera and thera the
awful monotony of waving reedz. At last

the banks became firm and chsan-cut walls

of yellow sand, fringsd in plnces with
palmse and shady tree=, and ¥
bristllmg with undergrowth
Wea leave the wilderness of
approach the wilderncas of drou

But first, In a middle r-gion vast
areas of dusty serub-covered plains,
not wholly capahle of cultivation In
the rain sepnon, supporting always
flocks and hards, now flank both sides
of the river, The came! caravans pad
slowly ‘acrogs them under the hlaze
and g the heat. "The mirage
hegins to and t the landscape
with F‘Pc‘r"\'l\- - At Intervals
of foarty or f flea are the sta-
tlons of the Séodan Governmen each
trim and regular ith its publiec build-
ings, Its atorchouses, the lines of bee-
hive huts of its garrison, a tangle of
native salling craft, nd always, or
nearly siways, one or two white gun-
hoats of wartime days now turnsd po-
licemen of the river

Thus we reach In time Fashoda—

now called Kodok for old sake's =aks;
and hers are clusters of Willocks, whe
fby request) stand penslvelyr on one
leg in thelr natural attitnde, and

companies of Boudanese troops and
British offlcars, civil and military—ths
whole clear cut under ths sun blaze
dry lght, vellad only In daneing dust-
davils plteoualy whipped by strong, hot
winds. We were stiil 560 miles south

of Khartoum.
More Good Hunting for Roosevelt.

At Meshra-er-Zerafl we stopped for
two days to shoot, by the Sirdar's In-
vitation, in the axtensive gams re-
serve. and were fortunats In securing
a huffaln and waricus anteiope. We
wandered through a harsh country, of
white sand and tussecka of coarse
KTAES, more gray than gre=an, th lazfless
black thorn trees densely tangled: vet
It seemed full of game. In thrae hours’
walk on the second morning I shot a
fine waterbuck, two resdhucks sand two
of a beautiful herd of roan antelopas,
who walked slowly down to water past
our ambuscade.

And be It remembered that the plagas-
ure and excitement of such sport are
In these lands always helghtensd hy
the poasibility that at any moment the
hunters may coms upon game of much
more serious quality—lon or buffalo!
=0 that no one cares to be moare than a
fow. yards from his heavier rifla or give

ft the Nile brim: thorn serub fringed tha
river on either side: but dats palms min-
gled aven more frequently and numerous-
1y with tha vegatation, and brown, mud-
bullt villages with brown, mud-eolored
populations multipllad asx the miles slipped
swiftly by. At Im‘g\h a solltary, majestic
tree, h“l’l“lll'h apucious branchas

and 100 persons might
have the relentless sun
—Gnrd-,n 5 tree—advortised um of ih
proximity of Khartoum Soon on the one
bank came Into view ths vaat mud Iaby-
| Omdurman. with forests of
| masts rising a the shore. and on the
other, among paim groves esver cluster-
ing t LCT, Sprang biue and pink and

erimson minarets of new Khartoum

Back te the Modern World Again.

Khartoum—the

neaw Khartoum, rtisen
from Itz ruins In wealth and beauty—a
smiling city sitting like a queen throned
at t¥ confluance af t Niles, the heart

and center of a far-reaching and formid-
abie nuthority, disclosad herself 1a the
traveler's aye. Bharp to the right turns
the steamer, jeaving the dull. placid wa-
ters of the soverelgn river we have ao
long followed, an shounidering a more

turbulent current of slearer wnter swings
upstream along Ita noble feudatary, the
Bilue Nlle. And passing by the alde of
high satone embankments, ocrowned hy
palme, ths steamer antera into a modarn
Orizntal port and city, and & soon sur-

‘rounded by Il palaces, its mosques, its
warehousas and jt= quays.
Naarly 10 years have passed ainca the

Dervish domination was irretrisvably
shattered on the fleld of Omadurman. and
every year has been attended by steady

and remarkable progress In avery sphere
of governmental activity In every prov
ince of the Soudan. Order has been es-
tablished and ls succesafully, though pre-
cariously., malntained even in the remot-
@st parts,

The rallway has reached the southern
bani of the Blus Nile, connects Khar-
toum with Calro and with tha Hed Sea
and walts only for the construction of a
bridge to cross the rivar and onter the
fertile reglons af the othar side. A nu-
merous fleat of steamers malntaine awift
tand regular communication along the
graat waterwayvs. Improved methods of
agriculture have increassad the wealth of
tha couniry; tos prevention of massacre
and famine has begun to restore its popu-
lation. Blavery has been abalished, and
without affronting the religion or mser-
ousiy disturbing the customs# of the peo-
pie. A measure of education and crafus-
manship has been Introducsd,

These great changes which ars appar-
ent throughout the whaole. Sondan, ara no-
whers pressnted In so striking and Im-

k preasive form as in the capltal. A spa-
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# rilne where Gor.

dan

Br noroughfares light-
ed with exeellant
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ut the city., A sysitem of
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rendera « 1 leation easy thr K
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f sifyah A mp i
rracks, arranged uwon A da-
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Death Invades the Expedition,

Yat nelty of thesn

inspiring facts nor
Eraciaus hospitality of the Sirdar wers
to prevent me from taking away a somber
of Khartoum. Am ATéamer
the landing stage 1 learned
garvant, George Soriv-
taken suddenly (1, and
ondition Of prostration
color under hiz skin.
summoned. The hos-
of Khartoum, with all its resouroes,
hand But he had been seized
violent internal Inflammation, the
of eating some polsonous thing
wa apparen had escaped. and
early naxt morn g after 15 hours' 1ii-
with almos symptom of Asi-
atic cholera

Too so¢ indasd, had 1 vantured to re-
Jolce. A always claims Its forfeits]
and ao the four white men who started to-
gather from Mombasa returnad but threa
to Calro.

A military interment Inveolves the unfon
of tha two most impreasive rituals in ths
world. The day befors tha bartle of Om-
durmen It fell to my lot to bury thoss
soldiers of the Twentv-first Lancers who
had died of their wounds during the night
nfter nine years in very differant
rumstances, [ the other end of Af-

improesis
aApproac
thnat
ings.
found
with
iood

n

our

Engiis
been
in a
rangs blue
doctora were

result
ohy

ness,

I had come hack to this grim placs
h

here

w
again T found

Blrod had bheen ghad, and
vaalf standing At an open
ow glara of ths d#-

ingered over the deaert,
r-f funeral volleyvs hraks s

#0 Inu

vel

paried sun F' 1
and the sound
silence

remainder of our
tourist lands. and the comfortable slsep-
Ing cara of the Desart Rallway, and tha
pleasant passenger steamers of the Wady
Halfs and Assouan reach s0on carpiad us
prosperoualy and uneventfully to Upper
Exvpl., and &0 to Calirn, Landon and the
rest
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THe journey Iny n

1200, by Winston Churehill)

Smokers, Take Notice!

C-E. A. Winslow in the Atlantic.

1 visited one afterncon in November &
handreom in whieh 50 men were sxhal-
ing impuritiee, and 18 gas jets vitating
the air in & space of lese than 12000
csubl® fest., The temperature was 72 de-
grees, the relative humidity 78 dexrsss
of saturation, and the air contained B
parts of carbnn dioxide per 1000, ten
times th= value for good air. To the bad
effoct of such an abominabis atmeéesphera
was added the noxious irritation of the
fumes of 4ry tabacco, The spitting hab-
it's common In cigar factories; and ns
the Massachusetts State Board of Health
in A recgnt report polnts out,this “‘is par-
ticulrrly to be deprecatad, in view of the
fact that in the processes of maenufacturs
considerable tobaceo falls to the fleor, and
these Tragments, if not gathered up and
used on the premises, are very cammonly
sweapt up with all the dirt. dried sputum
and other matter. and sold es fllings for
cheap cigars’ Tt I not surprising that
the Azsociation for tha Pravention and
Contro]l of Tubarculosis reaporta the tuber-
culosls death rate smong cigarmakers as
4.5 per 1000, about twice the normal fig-
ure, I was once told by a clgarmaker
that he could alwayvs recogmize his fel-
Tow-craftsmen by the “cough.”

The toap of the Philadetphia eclity hall
tower, which s over 500 fest ahove the
atrust, probably will be utilized as

=
laen telegraph station, to be controlled

1 the municipality.




