
PORTLAND. OREGON.

Entered it rvrtland. Orea-on- . Postotflce as
6cond-Claa- a Matter.
BubcrlpUon Bates Invariably In Alnm

(By Mall)
Pll7. Sunday Included, one year 8.0lr. Sunday Included. six month. .2SDa ly. Sunday Included, three month!.. 1.2SDally, Eunday Included, one month..... .75
pally, without Sunday, one year 8.00Pally, without Eunday, etx months 8.25gal y, without Sunday, three months. .. 1.75Dally, without Sunday, one month 60Weekly, one year 1.50Eunday, one year 2 50Eunday and weekly, one year S 50

By Carrier.)Dally, Sunday Included, one year 9.00Daily, Sunday Included, one month... .75
Hew to Remit Send powtoffico money

fuer, express order or personal check oayoor local bank. Stamp, coin or currency
t the sender's risk. Give postofnee ad-

dress In full. Including- - county and state.
Postase Bates 10 to 14 paces, 1 cent: 18
2S pages, 2 cents; SO to 44 pages. 8 cents;

46 to oo pases, 4 cents. Foreign postagedouble rates.
Eastern Business Office The s. C. Beek-wJt- h

Special Agency New York, rooms 48-B-O
Tribune building. Chicago, rooms 610-51- 3

Tribune building.

rOBTIAXD, BTJJiOAY. JX'N E a, 1909.

THE "DECADKNT1 FRENCH.
It would bo Interesting to receive

from President David Starr Jordan a
lull statement of his reasons for thinki-
ng: that France la a decadent nation.
If he has any. Perhaps his remark to
that purport at Bryn Mawr the other
day was meant merely for a rhetorical
ornament to his address and he had
no thought of Its being taken seriously.
The trouble with such flights of fancy
Is that one never can tell when they
may fall on the sensitive tympanum of
a quick-temper- ed patriot, and then
there is the mischief to pay. This was
the unhappy fortune of Dr. Jordan's
impolite reference to France before
the Bryn Mawr students. The profes-Bo- r

of the literature of that martial
country was so deeply offended by It
that he rose In all the majesty of out-
raged patriotism and descended from
the platform. If he had drawn his
trusty sword and then and there slain
the base asperser of his native land,
nobody would have wondered, for your
Frenchman has a sensitive honor and
is ever ready to make others perish If
not to perish himself for the glory of
his nation.

The notion that France Is in some
mysterious manner decadent has
spread far and wlde without anybody
thinking It necessary to support it with
definite proofs. If a believer in themyth Is asked what he grounds his
faith on, he will speak vaguely of the
superstition that the French home life
Is corrupt. He will mention some un-
pleasant facts about the current litera-
ture of France, and very likely he will
also remember that her birth rate has
fallen off. How the fiction about
French home life being corrupt orig-
inated it would be hard to tell. Per-
haps It comes from the remark fre-
quently made by evangelists in theirmore sentimental moments that the
French have no word for "home."
They have no noun iwlth precisely
that significance, but they have a
phrase which serves the same purpose
and which Is not so liable to abuse asour word. With every gospel spouter
and every sensational novelist andevery real estate speculator insisting
that there is no such thing as a
"house" or a "dwelling," but thatevery building Is a "home," and noth-
ing else, we may envy the French forbeing free from at least one source of
maudlin gush. Their family life Is aspure as ours. Divorces among themare far less frequent than here, while
between husbands and wives there Is
usually a mutual understanding on
business matters which Is exceedingly
rare In America.

French parents retain a great dealmore Influence over their children In
the years of adolescence than most
Americans would think possible. The
confidence between mothers and theirgrown sons is often complete, and subjects are discussed between them to
the profit of both which in our fami-
lies are systematically shunned. The
French theater enjoys a liberty which
Is not tolerated here, but on the otherhand young girls are not permitted to
nee risky plays, as they are everywhere
In this country. It Is sensibly believedthat grown people can witness withoutharm spectacles which would bo de-
praving to the young. We exercise no
such supervision over the habits ofgirls as the French do. It may be re-
plied that the state of our moralsmakes it unnecessary, but the divorcecourts tell a different tale. As to mar-riage, we permit young people to ar-range It for themselves with such wis-
dom as they can muster at the time oflife when their Judgment Is least to bedepended upon and their passions aremost deceptive. The only question we
osk Is whether the boy and girl loveach other or not. The French pushtheir Inquiries further. They insistupon knowing whether or not there isanything to live on and support thechildren. Our great delicacy leads usto assume In practice that marriedcouples will not have children, but theFrench face the matter honestlv andprovide for It. Which system makesfor the stability of the family?

The current literature of France isnot and never has been corrupt In any
wide sense. There have been writerslike Zola who used a looser manner ofexpression than we like in seriousbooks, and of course there are somewho deliberately pander to vice. Thelatter are to be found everywhere Ifone looks for them. To show thatZola's license was not approved in hisown country, it is only necessary toremember that he was not admitted tothe Academy. The esteemed authorsof France are as careful about whatthey say as ours are, and as a ruletheir books are a great deal wiser andwittier than most of those we can pro-
duce. When we wish to consult anauthority on mathematics, physicsrhemtstry or bacteriology, the chancesre that we must resort to France. ItIs also to be remarked that the prin-cipal market for French books of thelow type Is not at home, but in Eng-
land and America.. Just as Paris main-tains certain depraved resorts solelyfor American travelers., so she pub-lishes whole lists of books for idle richwomen In America to read.

The French birth rate Is small, butnot from decadence. The people haverery sensibly refused to bring childrenInto the world whom they have notthe means to support. Fathers andmothers will not. produce offspring forwhom the future promises nothing butmisery. If the French have few chil-dren, they take care of them so wellthat most of them live to be adultswhich Is not true of some other lands'
A birth rate which shall keep the pop-
ulation nearly the same from year toyear Is one of the best assurance in
tlu world foe comfort and happiness

araong tho people. All economist?agree that most of our social problemsare difficult only because population
tt:nds tj Increase beyond the means of
subsistence. The French have avoided
that rock. They have also succeeded
In preventing crime to an extent whichwe must envy but cannot rival. Life
and property are Bafer beyond all com-
parison In France than they are In
the United States, and the law is. ap-
plied to all classes with a rigor andimpartiality of which we know noth-
ing. In the little arts which make
life comfortable we are hairy barbari-
ans compared to the French. They
use a degree of common sense in the
kitchen, the street. In making roads. In
managing corporations, in running
their postoffice. In a thousand realms,
which It will take us a long time to
equal. To call such a nation decadent
simply shows that one is the victim
of blind prejudice reinforced by Ignor-
ance.

TENDENCIES AND POSSIBILITIES.
Further discussion of the problems

before the electorate of Portland, to
be voted on tomorrow, can throw no
additional light on them. The absurd
and contradictory medley defies all at-
tempt at reconcilement, and shows
forth the initiative system in Its con-
summate flower and fruit.

Tendencies, however, will be ob-
servable In the results of the voting
which may be interesting. In Impor-
tant ways. It Is evident there is muchimpatience with "the new system"
and with Its abuses. It will be curious
to observe whether, in the aggregate
results of the election, there will not
be manifest a disposition to put a
check on the system. Undoubtedly
the voting will carry many an em-
phatic "No." People are getting tiredmighty tired of the chimerical uses
and abuses and Innovations of the Ini-
tiative, and of the whimsical, cranky.
Irrational and contradictory problems
it puts upon the general ballot. Even
the most careful and studious and
conscientious know not how to mark
their ballots. So great numbers willput their mark on the ballot against
the word "No," as the safest way.

It is clear, moreover, that these ex-
treme abuses of the system are insep-
arable from it. Theorists, Ideologists,
projectors, talkers of stuff and moon-
shine, embrace the opportunity It of-
fers them. It is easy to get initiative
petitions. People will sign, as the
easiest way of getting rid of the Im-
portunity of cranks, or their hirelings,
who solicit for so much or so muchper name. Possibly the election on
Monday may show a disposition to puta check on legislation conceived andurged in this fashion.

Again, it is possible that this electionmay indicate a desire or disposition toa course that may tend to
the Republican party In Oregon. Thatmay be an interesting feature of theresult. It certainly will be. upon any
return to reason In this state, so longgiven up to fads and harried by fac-
tions.

TUB SCENE-SHIFTER- 'S HKI.L.
Municipal government, as at present at-tempted Is a colossal failure. It Is impotentand Impossible. It permits one officialto dodge behind another and evade responsi-bility for his acts. It gives "the interests"an easy way to get all they want In con-cessions as shown In the wholesale gift topublic servlco corporations In thousands ofAmerican cities of franchises and conces-sions worth millions, Portland. Or., beingamong the number.
The utterly contemptible newspaper-tha-t

makes this editorial statement
was the organ of those who seized the
franchises of Portland and made the
charter that preserved to them the
seizure they had made; and after they
had sold out the booty It boasted of
the success of the enterprise, and con-
gratulated the city on the immense
benefits it had gained! The very
charter It now sneers at, it declared
was the best of all charters, and thatany attempt to change it would be
treason to the' city. But that enor-
mous scheme of' loot and plunder
served its purpose. It was the move
ment, moreover. In which the organ
was founded. Now something else.
"Tomorrow to fresh woods and noc
tures new."

HEROES AND HEROINES ALL.
When, if ever, the full story of the

Indian wars of Oregon Territory is
written. Western heroism will take on
a new phase. Manly courage will
stand out with renewed boldness in the
face of savage treachery, and woman's
endurance and bravery will give added
significance to. the names of many
women who, as expressed by Oliver
P. Applegate in some quaint verses
written many years ago under the title
"A Heroine of the Modoc War"

Came with the bearded heroes
In an early, early day.

. The sketch given by Francis Tib-bet- ts

in last Sunday's Oregonian of
some of the heroes and heroines of the
Rogue River war brings to memory
other deeds of daring, other scenes
of suffering and slaughter, the danger
of others in other localities, which
made the year 185 5 memorable in the
annals of Oregon. The .Willamette
Valley was more thickly settled than
were the valleys of the Umpqua andRogue River, and the still more ex-
posed sections of Washington Terri-
tory, over which terror reigned and
death ran riot for many months of
that year. Its homes, though undermenace and darkened by anxiety, werenever at any time within reach of sav-
age violence, but many of its bravest
and best sons answered the call for
volunteers and some of them went out
to meet and check the advance of the
foe, to return not again.

The writer remembers the rally of
tne wasnington County volunteers In
August of that year at Forest Grove
The galloping of horses, the clanking
01 me Dig bpanisn spurs that dangled
from every rough-sho- d heel; the
Dronzed faces of the youthful volun.teers, fresh from the harvest fields:
their restless movements about thestreets of the little village, eager to be
off; the grave countenances of theolder men; the tear-staine- d cheeks ofwomen; the awe-strick- en faces of chil-
dren; the hurried preparation for pos-
sible night attack after the departure
or tne citizen soldiers: the crudehastily Improvised - stockade that was
built around a large farmhouse a littleto the east of the village, to which every
one was to retire precipitately at a pre.
concerted signal; the sentry that wasposted for many nights In the littlecupola of the academy building thattormea tne nucleus of the Pacific Universlty; the actual beginning of a
stockade around that building. In thework of which good Dr. Marsh, firstpresident of Pacific, then a young man
and equal to any emergency, threw off
his coat and led the sturdiest of thediggers in the trench that was dug to
receive the upright timbers (small fir

X trees split In half) that formed this
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rude barrier n f rl of on no - tha unvint..
with which news from the near front
of battle was awaited these things
were passing Incidents of a Summer
now fifty-fo- ur years old, shadowy, yet
real In contemplation.

The stockade around the old farm-
house stood for many months a
weather-beate- n tribute, to the grave
responsibility felt by men, themselvesready to take the Held, against a sav-
age foe for the safety of the women
and children of their menaced homes.
Only the West and a part of the South
wan or tne stockade around the Acad-emy building was completed when therepulse of the Indians at the Cascadesby Sheridan's detachment of troops
withdrew the menace of attack, andafter a few weeks it was taken down.

1 he recall and review of tTipan end
similar incidents nf n n . n the i ,
struggles between civilization and savagery in uregon were timely. In a
few days the Indian War Veterans, .

The remaining few
That number not the half of those we knew'
will meet in annual reunion In thiscity. Heroes every one of them In in-
tent, though perhaps some of themwere not actively engaged in battlewith the Indians, these men are entl- -
tiea to tne pensions they so tardily re-
ceived from the Government and tn
the honor of posterity. Nor are theomen, erav-halrp- fl nnd
who, in their early womanhood, sharedthe perils and because they were
women more than shnmii the rh-
cal discomforts and privations of thetime, less entitled to consideration.Sharing with their husbands the
uenKiiui or tne pension that keeps the
WOlf from the door rt mamr o
habitation, may every one of themwho, long a volunteer soldier's wife,
uecomes nis widow, succeed to hispension. Modest,
these women Dut forth inim
service rendered except that whichcomes through recognition of the serv-
ice given by their husbands. Yet intne last analysis it must be concededthat those who remained at home in
the trying emergency that called themen to battle were not the i v,D- -i
In the performance of their duty thanwere those who went out to defend thehome. Honor to ll and
story, or any chapter of It, is written,let the name of every hero of the In-
dian wars of 1855 be matched by thename of a heroine, since of the names
of either there is no lack.

TWO UNDESIRABLE SCHEMES.
There are over 400 saloons in Port-

land too many. Thev are scattered
throughout the city, and they should
no timunea to a restricted area. It is
tOO difficult to nut out nf'hnehpco oo
loons that are constantly breaking the
iaw. inese are tne main evils of thepresent system or, rather, they are
the main evils of our present methodsof saloon control. There Is law
enough now to reduce the number of
saloons, and to wire out undeslra bio
saloons. But there is no will or pur
pose to do it.

These are the things that have given
to the proposed McKenna ordinance
whatever favor It may have with thepublic. But they do not Justify the at-tempt to revolutionize the whole busi-ness, and to impose well-nig- h Impossi-
ble conditions on saloons and hotels.
The ordinance is too . drastic, and
would be very harmful if enforced. Itshould not pass.

While the McKenna ordinance Is
bad for Portland, the Gothenburg
scheme Is worse. Who is behind it?
Who is it that is going to pay thesevast sums for a monopoly of the liquor
business? Al Crofton and E. S. J. Mc-
Allister? If not they, who? Anybrewery or dlstillerv nr mhivcern that will take this great project
off their hands, we may suppose. Does

want to be exploited In thismanner through its saloons bv a hraco
of thrifty schemers?

FIGHTING IN THE AIR.
Count Zeppelin's remarkable flight

in ins aingiDie Dauoon seems to havethrown the military world into con-
sternation. It has even aroused someapparent interest among the ease-lovi- ng

officials who direct our own
warlike policies, and anv event whihcan accomplish this feat may be setuuwu as marKing an epoch. While allthe other nations nf the triitAi
world have been eagerly experimenting
with aviation and seeking to obtain
exclusive control of each successive
Invention as it appeared, our military
ueyarimenx nas remained perhaps anIntelligent, but certainly an inactive,spectator of what was going on. Now
however, since Count enneiin ho
made his successful flight, it is notpossible for even the most confirmed of
sceptics to maintain the opinion that
aviation win not arfect the operation;
in future wars, and our Army has begun to discuss tentative plans for de
fense against invasion by a possibli
fleet of air ships. For the present
sucn plans must remain vague, because there is very little sure information to build UDon. Nohndv tnr,w,
how an air fleet would maneuver, whatarmament it would carry, what missilIt might project, nor what tactics itwould employ.

The introduction of war fleets into
navigating the atmosphere willi ... i . . . .

open
" xiiiru dimension or space to milltary operations. Enthusiasts hopedsome years ago that this would be ac-complished bV Submarine ireooole ...
they were disappointed. Boats moving
ueneain tne water have not, by any
means, come up to expectations. They
nave mus iar proved almost as danger-
ous to their own crews as to the foe:It is interesting to observe that whilesubmarine boats have more than once
Deen lost, with all their men, no suchterrifying accidents have happened
enner to uingiDie' balloons or aero
pianes,. tnough It Is not to be deniedthat they have had their nlom1ln.
The fact is, aviation does not really
ian.e man out or his native elementwnue, in sailing under the seas, he isin an entirely new and inconceivably
v.d.,BriuU9 .una. we tninic withsnuuaer now tearful It would be to
fall from a great heie-h- t in the i

but this danger, after all, does not ap-
pal the imagination like being buriedalive in a sunken shell of iron andslowly perishing in the silent depths
of the ocean. High as we may go intothe air, we shall never get beyond asupply of oxygen and the possibility ofciear signt over familiar-landscapes- '.

w ar has hitherto been carried on Intwo dimensions. All its rules and ap-
pliances are adapted to operationsupon a surface. Aviation mk it-
possible, not only for hostile forcesto meet race to face and to go aroundeach other,. as G rant flenlred... , ,. Tijee VI 11

the way to Richmond, but also fortnem to go under and over each other.Evidently this renders attack incom-parably more easy and defense more

difficult. The renorted Idea rxf nne of
our officials tha,t the coast can beguarded against advancing airships by
defensive fleets at three seaports with

tew in the interior, will be found to
11 far short of what la essentisl.

The most agile-mind- ed military men
are in doubt whether It will be. possi
ble to make a satisfactory defense
against attacks from the atmosphere.

Ships upon the ocean can be Im-
prisoned in landlocked harbors and
destroyed as they emerge, but In ther mere are no landlocked harbors,

vessel can continue to flee as long as
has a supply of fuel, and what is

i hinder a hostile airshin from de
scending upon any city It may select
and obtaining fuel under threats of
destruction? It is not credible thatevery town and village In the country
can be guarded by a detachment ofwar balloons. The air fleet can com-
pel the enemy to furnish it with all it'
needs to Keep up hostilities. Naviesupon the water can onlv lew contri
butions upon seanorts and not nnnn
them if they are well fortified; but how
snail we fortify a Dlace as-aln- a de.
scent from the atmosphere? Every
city must be roofed over with a dome
or adamant like Milton's hell. Thelong and short of the matter la thot
air fleets are likely to make an attack
so ruinous and defense so difficult
that nations will cease to go to war
except where there is little to choose
between destruction by submission anddestruction by thunderbolts from
above.

As for the military and naval nrena- -
rations which we have been spending
so m'uch money upon, what is to be-
come of them when we take to fighting
in the air? No captain will lead hisarmy against a foe standing on theground when he can fly over the em-
battled hosts and annihilate them win.
half a dozen dynamite bombs. No
rortincations which merely present an
uprlgnt wall to the enen-i- v will he nf
the least avail against a besieger whotan sau aoove Dotn wall and defendersand drop down death and ruin upon
them. What can the bitrtrest nread.nought ever built do against an agile
assailant noverlng thousands of feetabove it. In the air and shooting downexplosives? ' A little reflection of thiskind shows that the unrest among themilitary powers of the world over theprogress ot aviation is exceedingly wellgrounded. They know very well thatthey are brought face to face with aproblem as terrible as It 1

there is no doubt that they will avoidhostilities if they can until they thinkthey are ready for the new conditions.

BLUNDERBUS3 MR. KELLAHEB.
Kellaher's absurd Ini-

tiative measure to launch the city in
the electric-lightin- g business is
matched by another tn donrivu thecity of any patented article in its nu-
merous improvements. The secondmeasure, aimed ostensibly as a shot atm paving trust, reaches all city im-
provements, and would bar out fromthe municipality many desirable pat-
ented articles of machinery and con-
struction. As a political bamboozler,
Mr. Kellaher is certainlv nrnvine-- him
self the limit, else his four-ye- ar careeras ity uounciiman and State Senatorhas taught him little of real states-manship.

In Portland are two or three pat-
ented articles of street paving nota-bly the bitulithic and the Hassam.Certain companies claim monopoly inthe laying of these respective pave-
ments. The branches of this monop-
oly constitute what is known as thepaving trust, which Is charging all thetraffic will bear, and n . .... . .' r ..j . uiiue--
sirable influence In the City Hall. Mr..euaner "goes before the people"with a vaunted scheme to break themonopoly, and with a lot of finephrases to .captivate votes. But Mr.Kellaher is certainly a very short-sighted "trust-buster- ." He would barout from the city a variety of patentedpavements that property-owne- rs ofdifferent tastes want and ee n.mt
to Pay for this because otherwise thecity must accept in bid competition thelowest-price- d pavement, and be there-by shut out of what It wants. Property--
owners should certainly have theprivilege of specifying a patent pave-
ment If they want to pay for it.But pavement is not the only objectwithin the range of Mr. Kellaher'sblunderbuss measure. Any patented
machine or mechanism or devicewould be shut out, unless It werecheaper than Its rivals In competitivebidding. Now, it need not be said thatmany a desirable article is not thecheapest In the market. The patenteddraw lift Just adopted by the city forthe new Madison bridge is not thecheapest. But it appears the bestadapted to the city's needs, and thecity has adopted it In the plans andspecifications. In the large businessof the city It Is desirable to use manysuperior articles of machinery-- . Largenumbers of them are patented. Per-haps Mr. Kellaher would like to seethe patent system abolished. In hisproposed measure he says:
.nJol.0,?1"10'1 "hal1 not ado,t W Pans,or estimates for any publicImprovement which shall require the ex-clusive use of any patented article or pro-cess, or any article or process protected byany trade-mar- k, or any article or processwholly controlled by any person or Arm orcorporation or any combination thereof, noruse nor authorize the use of any sucharltcle or process In the Improvement of anystreet, highway or public place In the cityof Portland.

It is evidently too bad, in Mr. Kella-her's opinion, that the best articles andprocesses are patented. Such is thestatesmanship of the late StatementOne candidate for Mayor. It matcheshis public finance and electrical engi-neering, by which he would plunge thecity into the electric business.

"THE ORANGE."
The junior class of the Oregon Agri-

cultural College pleasantly warns TheOregonian that the commencementseason is nigh by sending a copy of Itsyearbook, "The Orange," for our de-
lectation. It would be hard to make aprettier volume, or one better adaptedto its purpose. Within its glossypages whoever wishes to know any-
thing about the college, its studentsor its faculty, can find the informationconcisely and clearly stated, while thepictures and Jests keep the annual frombeing too learned for the enjoyment ofthe non-collegi- population. Thecartoons are not the hideous thingsone sometimes sees in publications ofthis kind. They are bright and full ofsuggestion. The contrast between the"Rook," as they call their freshmenthere, and the wise, sophomore is par-
ticularly amusing. The senior, withhis, or her, diploma extended andshoulders bowed under a mightyweight of learning is subtly humorous.One of the Jests will bear quoting.It is culled from a long list of eruditeterms which, are defined for student

use in a "Glossary." "Hay fever A
heart trouble, contracted from a grass
widow," or words to that purport. We
have read worse ones. As usual with
books of Its kind, the annual is full
of jibes at the faculty, but not one of
them is Either the vol
ume has been very Judiciously cen-
sored or the relations between pro-
fessors and students at the Agricul-
tural College are of a decidedly agree-
able character, it Is more comfort-
able to take the latter view and, there-
fore, we shall do so in obedience to theprecepts of the pragmatic philosophy.

THE EXODUS TO CANADA.
American Consul . Franklin D. Hale.

of Charlottetown, Canada, writes to
the Department of Commerce and La-
bor that from 75,000 to 100,000 people
will leave the United States this year
to make homes in Canada. He furthersays that a very large per cent are
well-to-d- o farmers, who will take with
them in the aggregate many millions
of dollars. While this is a class of
farmers who can ill be spared from
this country, they will be of great ad-
vantage to Canada, and we are selfish
erough to wish that our enterprising
neighbor on the north would be satis-fle- d

with the farmers who have no
money, and are in search of cheap
land. When an American farmer,
who has amassed a competence under
the Stars and Stripes, abandons the
land under which he has prospered
and takes his money to an adjoining
country, there is some sound reason
for the change.

This reason can only In extremely
rare cases be political; it must be eco-
nomic. In this hegira from the United
States we suffer a heavy loss, not only
in the actual money taken out of thecountry, but in the men themselves. Aman who can amass a fortune in thiscountry and have sufficient strength of
will to pull up stakes and take chances
in a new country Is not a weakling;
he can never be regarded as an unde-
sirable citizen. He is the kind of a
citizen we need at home. But Canada
has much to offer to American farmersthat they cannot obtain in this land
of the free and home of the brave.

Millions are expended for ;.'arm ma-
chinery eve ry year. The Canadianfarmer can plow right up to the divid-
ing line with an implement that was
manufactured in the United States and
sold In Canada for about one-ha- lf theprice that was exacted from the Amer-
ican farmer, who was plowing across
the line fence between the two nations.The Canadian farmer can come over
tne line and buy his lumber and takeit into Canada without paying any duty
on It. The American farmer whomight wish to buy lumber in Canadamust pay a heavy duty for the privi-
lege. The same conditions are notice-
able In practically everything whichthe farmer must buy. This is thestrongest attraction that can be offeredby the Canadians who are proselytingso many of our very desirable Ameri-
can citizens, and It Is having a telling
effect. Meanwhile, the tariff revision,
which was to stop some of this loss,seems to have struck a stone wall.

JEFFERSON DAVIS.
When a battleship has been named

for a state fashion has made It seemly
by her decree that the honored com-
munity should present to its namesakea silver dinner service. The amount
of bullion thus diverted from produc-
tive industry must be large, for many
warships have been built and many
presentations have been made, while
each set contains numerous pieces.
The array of silver donated by theState of Mississippi to the vessel bear-ing her name is said by Representative
Holllngsworth of. Ohio to contain 62
distinct articles. Think of the dollars
they would make if they were all
minted. But this is not the worst of
it. not by any means. Scandal, as thepeople of Ore eon will sadl-v- - nxiiisometimes attends the gala occasionswnen these sliver services are handedover, inasmuch as the most conspicu-
ous and most weighty of the dishes isusually dedicated to the ceremonialrites attending the worship of theDemon Rum. Fully to disclose theawful secret, it is a punchbowl. ThusIt was with the service donated by theState of Mississippi.

Would it were possible consistently
with our stern devotion to the truthto go no farther with this tale, forthere is a blacker secret still to be
unfolded. The particular punchbowl
in question was not only dedicated tothe Demon Rum, but it contained on
its rim or some other deplorably visi-
ble spot the graven image of a demon
direr to many imaginations than rum
itself. The State of Mississippi deco-
rated its punchbowl with an "artisticportrait of Jefferson Davis." The quo-
tation is from Congressman Hollings-wort- h,

who was unutterably shockedby the impious deed and rose In hismajesty to demand an investigation.
"Whereas public monuments andother works of art," Mr. Holllngsworth
opines, "are intended and should be
calculated to inspire reverence" forhigh American ideals "and teach val-
uable lessons of patriotism and love
of country." he desires that the Sec-retary of the Navy should diligently
Inquire what particular Inspiration tohigh ideals and what valuable lessonsof patriotism there are to be discov-
ered in the graven image of Jefferson
Davis on the rim of a punchbowl.

The help of the Secretary of theNavy is not needed to discover atleast one high ideal that Mr. Holllngs-
worth might have been inspired withby the portrait of the forlorn and pa-
thetic Davis, if he were susceptible to
such Influences! That Ideal Is toler-ance. Whether we like It or not, thedeeds and character of Jefferson Davisare part of the history of the United
States. For all time his name will beone of the most conspicuous on thepages of our annals. The State ofMississippi, where he passed his youth
and died after a career whose vicis-
situdes are almost without a parallel,
is proud of his memory. The entiretier of Gulf states remember him withan affection which has forgotten thestrife and dissension that embitteredhis years of power and honor himwith that tenacious zeal which in-
variably clings to the hero of a lostcause. Since these states are part ofthe Union, their sentiments are part ofour National feeling, and deserve thesame recognition which goes withoutprotest to New England and the West.If Davis and hi cause had triumphed,
his would have been the glory andLincoln's the pathos. Over the grave of
the Northern hero we should havesung nothing but dirges, while the dustof the Southerner would have vibratedto the everlasting Joy of paeans.
The turn of the fortune of war adds
little to the Intrinsic merit of the one

and takes nothing from .the tribute
men is justly due to tne otner.a graving uavis' portrait on the

dinner service. Mlsstssinni mav have
meant to show some trace of her old
defiance to the Federal Government
and the detested Yankees. The com-
monwealth may have agreed with the
Southern newspaper which thinks that

in iiumi oi eaucation. native ability,
culture, oratory, . legal attainments,
character and unselfish patriotism,
Jefferson Davis was a greater man
man ADraham Lincoln." What If It
did? No Sectional nnlnion rvan hnno--
the eternal facts, and we ought to besure enough of our ground by thistime in the North to tolerate a littleabsurdity from our defeated brethren.
Since we won the victory, we ought to
concede to them the right to brag andgrumble as much as they like, if Itgives them any comfort. Since Lin-
coln carried his cause through to tri-
umph and Davis lamentably failedwith his, it Is not likely that anythinggraven on a punch-bo- can materially
alter their relative standing In his-tory.

Nor Is it greatly to be feared thatgazing on Davis' Image while theysip their punch can sap the patriotism
of the officers of the battleship Mis-
sissippi. The worst that can be ex-
pected from it Is that it may makethem think the State of Mississippi
is a trifle silly. One always regrets
to see the inhabitants of any com-
munity put themselves in a ridiculousposition, and precisely this it Is to be
feared the Mississippians have done.
To the country at large the state seemsto be in the position of the bad littleschoolboy who stands with a chip on
his shoulder and dares the other boys
to come on. Being good little boys,
with excellent records at Sunday
school, they will not come, of course,
but they cannot help smiling at the
atrocious taste of the tempter.

The attempt to make capital forJudge Munly out of the Broadway
bridge matter will not prove an un-
qualified success. Mr. Simon was one
of the original supporters of the move-
ment, and his name will be found very
near the head of the list circulated byJudge Munly himself, and by otherNinth Ward residents, long beforeeither Munly or Simon was a candi-
date for Mayor. Neither the NinthWard nor the rest of the city can ex-pect any more help for the Broadway
bridge from Munly than Simon.

Residents of the southeastern .
tlon of the city are tired of a sewer
tnat is not a sewer. They insist thatit is high time that the big Brooklyn
bore was opened for the purposes for
which, at great cost and after many
and vexatious delavs. it iaraa
structed. The point is well taken.
.Ampie time for inspecting this sewer
has been Given, and it ahnnid .
accepted and placed in commission, or,
if found wantlne-- the miFr.should be notified to proceed at once to
maite it good.

"I have the interests of the city atheart, and I retire." says Dan Kella-
her. "Father," said the little boy inthe Senate gallery, "is the chaplainpraying for the Senate?" "No, my
boy," was the answer; "the chaplain
looks at the Senate and nrai-- o fn.country." And an exile, falling intothe poetic mood, after the manner ofKellaher In prose, rhvmej. it thu.- -

Patriots are we. for be it understood.
uuinry ior our country's good.

No .trouble to get certificates of the"entire success" of municipal lightplants from officials In cities wheresuch plants have been started and arein course of development throughlarge additional sales of bonds. To
this effect, Kellaher can easily get cer-
tificates from officials of Seattle. It'seasier always to borrow and spendmoney public money as well as pri-
vate than to pay it. While the bor-rowing and the spending are in prog-
ress, everything goes on swimmingly.

The Oregonian has several long es-says on "Why the Cost of Living IsHigh." It is needless to publish them.Let those who complain about highprices of the necessaries of life get
into the country and growywheat andpigs and potatoes. Then they, too, willwant high prices for evervthino- - tho
grows out of the soil, or has relation to
ioou crops ror man or beast. Never
will' it be possible for disproportionate
numbers to live in the cities and getcheap food.

, Messrs. Kellaher, Albee and Notting-
ham, who elected a Dem
States Senator last Winter in obedience to the Statement One law ore e
elsting that law in the election of

ia.yor ot liueer shift, hey?
Shall the people rule?

In the State of Washington a doc
tor's certificate cost, to to J25 must
precede the license, beginnine June 1 2
Doctors in the Oregon Legislature
tried to pass the same law in the Ore,gon Legislature last Winter.

"No" is a simple, easy and effective
word. If you don't know what else tosay, always say no. This advice Is gra-
tuitous, but it's good; and it applies tome initiative measures Monday,

A centenarian New Vorlr nin,,t..
says "any woman may live to be a hun
dred it sne doesn t marry." May?
j. ney an oo

Kellaher, on his abdication, narnes nosuccessor. He dies intestate. Wellenough, since he had nothing to leave
ior pro Date.

County officials are
other's salary grafts. Taxpayers can
eiauu Liitii Kino or discord In the offl
cial family.

xne .Municipal Association lamentsthat it cannot concentrate the
Simon on. Albee for Mayor. Then why
uiu it try ;

Monday's election will prove
blessing to the extent of killing off atone shot a number of noisy bunco poli
ticians.

Vote Yes on the proposition to' pay
the Interest and principal of the water
oonos out or tne water fund

Mr. Kellaher withdraws just In themen or time to have the advertisin
without getting the defeat.

After all, Kellaher is a quitter and a
white-feath- er soldier. Let him and his
schemes be forgotten

There will be roses for tho defeated
candidates, plenty of 'em.

TOPICAL VERSE
Perhaps.

If love were all a royal roadAnd we were faring there.In search of some dear heart's abode'Mid flowers sweet and rare.Belike some park policeman wouldOur sylvan precinct pass
And shout, with coarse solicitude:"Hey, there! Keep off the grass!"
If every doubt could be removed, '

All auestionln era -

If perfect faithfulneao j
PerhaDS. oh dent-ea- t

When we'd pick out our furniture
auu into weaioclc dash.The Drutai salesman would be suraTo growl, "Our terms are cash."

Perhaps your sympathetic heartIs shy as bird untamed.And tenderly you'll muse apart
u.ni.11 oy true love claimedPerhaps, I say, but tell me, then.If that's the rnno ,V...

KeeP chasing after other men
string me dally, too?

Chicago News.

Discreet.
"May I kiss you, dean?" " '

Said he.
"First I want one thing made clear.

oaia sne.
"Have you ever kissed maid before.Or tried?"
"No," he answered she was sureHe lied.
Then with willing lips, she whis-pered, "Well,
Yes, you may, since you don't kiss

Ana ten.
- Boston Transcript.
The Stranger in the Car.

One wonders who he is or where he goes-Y- on
solemn , Silent man .1- " " " ' " " ii n in tar.Upon hi3 coat lapel a single rose
io'y wun tne train s recurrent Jar;His brows are knit in thought, his lipsare set.

His face is serious; once in a while.However, fhey their sternness will forget
And lift up at the corners in a smile.

It may be that he goes to where there isA still form in a somber, darkened room.
That throbbing in the gentle heart of hisThere is an enrileaa lltnnv nf
So do his eyes look blindly at the scene.uuarang an ir.e sunsnine-silvere- d treesWith little darting shadows flung betweenThat dance in unison with every breeze.
The train' has stopped. He rises to de-part;

He pauses for a moment with a friendAh, now the Joy or grief that binds hisheart
May come In words that we can com-prehend.

He speaks: "I git off here. Tve got a
suit

Ag'lnst that dratted scalawag JimBiggs.
He never had no call to go an' shootMy huntin' dog for runnln' down hispiss."

Wilbur D. Nesbit in Chicago EveningPost.

The Tfomsd.
I wish my pa en ma would find

Some place they like en settle down;I'm purty sick uv movln' vans
En livin' everywhere In town,

For just about the time the kids
With which a feller wants to play

Look in en say, "Who's that new kid?"By Joe, we up en move away.

En when the neighborhood Is got
A gang of boys, you bet your bootsYou can't get in with 'em right offThey've got to know all new recruits.En fight with "em, en look 'em up.
To find out if they'll do or nay;

En Just about when I'm to pass.
By hokey poke, we move away.

But what Is sadder still Is that
This always movln' ev"rywheres

Deprives a boy of what his heartMost craves en that Is love affairs.If haply he lights near a maid
Whose love for him is all too plain.

En bliss' Is right around the bendWhy, there is where we move again.
Clark McAdams, In St- - Louis Post-Dispat-

About a Boy.
One time there was

A boy
Named Roy
A Joy

To all who knew him best.
His parents were

The kind
Whose mind
Can find

No middle place to rest.
But must go on v

And on
And on
And on

Until the limit looms.
(For any child

As he.
Sans glee.

Is quite the worst of dooms.)
They sterilized the air he breathed.they fed him insect powder;
He played formaldehyde-and-see- k,

which only made them prouder. '

He wrote with disinfected ink on san-
itary paper.

With baked and parboiled pencil, whichwas not a comic caper.
He was as free from crawly things as

hard-boile- d china eggs;
He wore curculio barriers bound about' his sterile legs,

But once, alas, .

The lad
Poor tad,
Tls sad!

Fled his germ-pro- duress,.
A microbe got

Inside
His hide
And died

Of utter lonesomeness!
Exchange.

The Catcher.
Well, now. and wlll-y- ou please get on to

those?
Ain't he the nervy one to stand like

that '

And eat the leather goods right off
the bat?

Say, Birdie, ain't he better than the
Wild West shows?

And don't he look like cork and cotton
grows

All over him? And, listen, . If that
mask was flat

How would the nose of him do for a
mat?

Us for the catcher. Birdie; you and
me, too, knows

A good thing when we see it, and
we've got

It right before us now. If I could be
A man like him, say. Birdie, would

you what
Wow, look at him! He's nipped a lick,

and . see.
He's banged it down to second hear

'em shout!
Yell. Birdie, yell! He's put the whole

side out!
New York Times.

Her Preference.
Said the brunette maid

To another quite fair:
"For flirting, 'tis said

You really don't care--But
it's oodles of fun

To flirt with a fan."
"Fudge!" said the fair one,

"Give me a fool man."
Chicago News.

Philosophy.
Blakeney Gray, in Harper's Weekly.

If there's no sun. I still can have the moon;
If there's no moon, the stars my needs suf-

fice:
And if they fall I have my evening; lamp;
Or. lampless. there's my trust tallow dtp:
And if the dip s;oes out, my eouch remainsWhere I may sleep and dream there's Ug-h- t

again.


