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THE “DECADENT" FRENCH.

It would be Interesting to recelve
from President David Starr Jordan a
Tull statement of his reasons for think-
Ing that France 1s a decadent natlon,
if he has any. Perhaps his remark to
that purport at Bryn Mawr the other
dl'.y wns meant merely for a rhetorical
ornament to his address and he had
no thought of {ig belng taken serlously.
The trouble svith such flights of fancy
is that one never can tell when they
may fall on the sensitive tympanum of
& quick-tempered patrlot, and then
there la the mischiaf to pay. This was
the unhappy fortune Dr. Jordan's
impolite reference to France before
the Bryn Mawr studer The profes-
rOT the lterature that martial
country by it
of out-
descoanded from
the platform. If he had drawn his
trusty sword and then and there slain
tha nsperser his native land,
nobody would have wondered, for your
Frenchman has & sensitive honor and
is ever ready to make others perish If
not to perish himself for the glory of
hin nation

The notion that France
mysterious manper decadant has
Epread far and wide without anvbody
thinking 1t necessary to support it with
definite proofs, If a bellever In the
myth i= asked what he grounds his
falth on, he will epeak vaguely of the
superstition that the French home life
15 corrupt. Hea will mention some un-
pleasant facts about the current tern-
ture of France, and very likely hé will
also remember that her birth rate has
Tallen off. F¥low the fiction
French home life being corrupt

of

of

of
was so0 deeply offended
that he rose in ull the majests
raged patriotism and

base

Is In some

abhout

orig-
inated it would be hard to tell, Per-
haps It comes from the remark fre-
quently made by evangelists In their
more sentimental moments that the
French have no word for “home.”
They have no noun with precisely
that significance, but they have a

phrase which sorves the same pPurpose
and which 18 not so lable to abuse ns
our word. With every
and every sensationnl
every real estate speculator insisting
that there 8 no such thing as a
“house” or a “dwelling.,” but that
every bullding s 4 “home,” and noth-
ing else, wo may envy the French for
belng free from at least one source of
maudlln gush, Their family life 18 as
pure as ours. Divorces among them
are far less frequent than here, while
between husbands and wives there is
usunally a mutual understanding on
business matters awhich ia exceadingly
rare In America.

French parents retain
more influence over thelr children in
the years of adolescence than most
Americans would think possible. Tha
confidence botween mothers and thelr
ETOWN sons is oftan complete, and sub-
Jects are discussed between them to
the profit of both which in our fami-
Hes are systematically shunned. The
French theater enjoys a Hberty which
is not tolerated here, but on the other
hand young giris are not Permitted to
Bee risky plays, as they are sverywhere
in this country. It is sensibly belloved
that grown people can awliness without
harm spectacles which would bo
praving to the young., We exer

gospel spouter
novelist and

A great deal

de-
2 no

such supervision over the habits of
¥irls a= the French do. It may be re-
plled that th state of our morals
makes {t unnecessary, bot the divorea
courts tell a different tale As to mar-
riage, we poermit young people¢ to ar-
Tonge it or themselves with such wis-
dom as they ¢an muster at t time of
Hfe when thefr fudgment $s i as=t to be

depended upon and thotr
most deceptive

asxions

are
The only guestion we

#ak 1s whether the boy and Eirl love
eich other or not. The French push
thelr Inquliries further They Insist

upon knowing whether or not theres is
unvthing to live and support the
children. Our great delicacy ndx us
10 assume In practice that married
couples will not have children, but the
French face the matter honestly and

on

provide for it Which system makes
for the stabliity of the fan 4
The current lteraturs of France s

not and nevar has bean corrupt in any
wide sense, Thers have
ke Zola who used & ¢
expresgion than like In serious
books, and of there are some
who deliberately pander to vice. The
Intter are 1o Le found evervwhere if
one looks for them To show that
Zola's eense was not approved In his
awn country, it is only DEcCORSATY to
remember that he was not admitted to

been
_or

writars
manner of

wWa
COUTHN

the Academy The esteomed authors
of France are as careful about what
they say ns ours nre, and as a rule

thelr books are a great deal
wittler than most of those we can pro-
duce, When wish to consult
nuthority on mathematics physics,
chemistry or bacteriology. the chances
ire that we must resort to France., It
la also to be remarked that the prin-
rtipal market for French books of the
low type is not at home, but in Eng-
nd and Amertca. Just as Parls muain-
tains certain depraved resorts sololy
for American travelars,, so she pub-
lishes whole llsts 0f books for idie rich
women In America to read.

The French birth rate s small, but
not from decidence. The people have
Tery sensibly refused to bring children
nto the world whom they have not
the means te support. Fathers and
mothers will not produca offspring for
whom the future promises nothing but
misery. If the French have few chil-
dren, they take care of them so well
that most of them live to be adults,
which {8 not true of some other lands,
A birth rate which shall keep tha pop-
ulation nearly the same from year to
Year s one of the best assurances in
thy worid for comfort ana happiness

wiser and

We an

among thoe poaple, All economists
agree that most of our sceinl problema
#re difficult only becpuss populaticn
t«nds Lo Inerease bevond the means of
subsisteace. The French have avoidad
that rock. They have also succesded
in preventing crime to an extent which
wWe must envy but ¢annot rival. Life
and property are safer beyond all com-
parison In France than they are In
the United States, and the law is ap-
plied to all clansses with =2 rigor and
impartlality of swhich we know noth-
ing. In the little arts which make
life comfortable we are halry barbari-
ans compared to the French. They
usge a degree of common sense in the
kitehen, the street, In making roads, In
managing corporations, In  running
thelr postoffice, in a thousand realms,
which 1t will take ua a long time to
equal. To call such a nation decadent
Elmply shows that one s the victim
of blind prejudics retnforced by fgnor-
ance.

TENDENCIES AND POSSIBILITIES,

Further discussion pf the problems
before the electorate of Portland, to
be votedl on tomorrow, can throw no
additional light on them, The absurd
and contradictory medley defies all at-
tempt ot reconcllement, and =shows
forth the initiative system ln Its con-
summate Oower and frult,

Tendencies, however, will
sarvable In the results of the voting
which may be Interesting, in impor-
tant ways. Itls evident there s much
impatience with ‘“‘the new
and with Ita abiises. It wlll be curlous
to observe whether, In the aggregate
results of the electlon, there will not
be manifest a disposition to put a
check on the system. Undoubtedly
the voting will carry many an em-
phatle *No." People are goetting tired
—mighty tired—of the chimerical uses
and abuses and Innovations of the inl-
tiative, and of the whimsical, cranky,
Irrational and contradlotory problems

be ob-

it puts upon the general ballot. BEven
the most careful and studious  and
conscientious know not how to mark

thelr ballots. So great numbers wiil
put thelr mark on the ballot against
the word “No,” as the safest way.

It Is clear, moreover, that these ex-
treme abuséas of the svstem are insep-
arable from It. Theorists, deologlsts,
projectors, talkers of stuff and moon-
shineg, embrace the opportunity it of-
fers them. It Is easy to get Inltative
petitions, People will sign, ns the
ecasleat way of getting rid of the im-
portunity of eranks, or their hirelings,
who soliclt for %0 much or & much
per name.  Possibly the electlon on
Monday may show a disposition to put
& check on legislation doncelved and
urged In this fashlion,

Again, It Is poasible that this slection
may indicate a desire or dispc
& course that may tend to re-establish
the Republican party in Oroegon. That
may be an Interesting feature of the
result. It certainly will be, upon any
return to reason In this atate, so long
glven up to fads and harried by fac-
tlons,

THE SCENE-SHIFTER'S BELL,

Municipal Eoveroment, as at present nt
tempted v & colossal fallure It 1s Ilmpate

and  imposalble, permita ane afficinl
to dodgs behind ancther 1 evade responni-
bility * hisa netn It gives '

Rn easy way to get all thay

cesslons as shown in the wholasal f to
Public servico corporations in thoumands of
American itles of frunchises ynd gonces-
Kot worth mlillons, Portland, Or.. belng

among the number

The utterly contéemptible newspaper
that mahkes this editorinl statement
waa the organ of those who seized the
franchiscs of Portland and made the
charter that preserved to them the
selzure they had made; and afler they
had sold out the booly it boasted of
the success of the enterprise, and con-
gratulated the eity on the !mmense
benefits it had galned! The very
charter it now sneers at, It declared
wius the best of all ¢charters, and that
any attempt to change It would
tresason to the clty. But that
mous scheme of loot and plunder
served its purpose. It was the move-
ment, moreover, In which the organ
wns founded., Now something else,
“Tomorrow to fresh woods and Pas-
tures new."”

be
enor-

HEROES AND HEROINES ALL.

When, If ever, the full story of the
Indian wars of Oregon Territory 1is
written, Western herolsm will take on
& new phase, Manly courage will
stand out with renewed boldness in the
face of anvage treachery, and woman's
endurance and bravery will give added

significance to. the names of many
women wwho, as expressed by Oliver
P. Applegate In some quaint verses

written many years ago under the title
“A Heroine of the Modoe War™—

with

the bearded heroes

r early dny.

sketch given by Francls Tib-
in Sunday's Oregonlan of
some of the heroes and heroines of the
Rogue River war brings to memory
other deeds of daring, other scenes
of suffering and slaughter, the danger
of others in other localities, which
made the year 18556 memorable in the
annals of Oregon. The Willamette

1 &n early
e

™
bette

last

Valley was more thickly settled than
were the valleys of the Umpqua and
Rogue Hiver, and the still more ex-
posed sectlons of Washington Terri-
tory, over which terror relgned and
death ran riot for many months of
that year Its homes, though under

mennce and darkened by anxioty, wers
never at any time awithin reach of sav-
age violence, but many of its bravest
and best sons answered the call for
volunteers and some of them went ocut
ta meet and check the advance of the
foe, to return not agaln,

The writer remembears the rally of
the Washington County wvolunteera in
August of that year at Forest Grovs.
The galloping of horses. the clanking
of the blg Spanish spurs that dangled
from every rough-shod heel: the
bronzed faces of the youthful volune
teera, fresh from the harvest flelds;
thelr restless movements about the
streets of the little viliage, eager to be
off: the grave countenances of ths
older men; the tear-stained cheeks of
wonmen; the awe-stricken faces of chil-
dren: the hurrled preparation for pos-
sible nlght attack after the dsparture
nf the citizen wsoldiers; ths crude,
hastily improvised stockade that was
bullt around a large farmhouse a little
1o the east of the village, to which Every
one was to retire precipitately at a pre-
concerted signal; the

seniry that was
posted for many nights In the Uitle
cupola of the academy buflding that

formed the nucleus of the Pacific Uni.
versity: the actual beginning of a
stockads around that byllding, In the
work of which gaod Dr. Marsh, first
president of Paclfic, then a young man
and esqual to any emergency, threw off
his coat and led the sturdiest of the
dlggers in the trench that was dug to
recalve the upright Umbers (small fir
trees split In half) that formed this

sition to

rude barrier of defense; the anxlety
with which news from the near front
of battle wns awalted—these things
were passing Incldents of a Summer
now fifty-four vears old, shadowy, yet
real in contamplation.

The stockade around the old farm-
house stood for many months a
weather-beaten tribute to the grave
responsibllity felt by men, themselves
ready to take the field, agnlnst a sav-
age foe for thes safety of the women
and children of their menaced homes,
Only the West and a part of the Sauth
wall of the stockade around the Acad-
emy buliding was completed when the
repulse of the Indians at the Cascades
by Sheridan's detachment of troops
withdrew the menace of attack, and
after a few weeks it was taken down.

The recall and review of these and
similar incidents of one of the Iater
struggles between clvillzation and sav.
agery in Oregon were timely., In. a
few days the Indian War Vaterans,—

The remnining few
That number not the half of thoss we knew

will mest In ennual this

reunion In

city. Heross every'one of them in In-
tent, though perhaps some of them
Were not actively enganged in battle

with the Indlans, these men are entl-
tled to the pensions they so tardily re-
celved from the Government and to
the honor of posterity, Nor are the
women, gray-halred and gentle-faced,
who, In their early womanhood, shared
the perils asnd—because they were
women—maora than shared the physi-
cal discomforts and privations of the
time, less entitled to conslderation.
Sharing with their husbands the
benefits of the peansion thet keeps the
wolf from the door of many a lowly

habitation, may every one of them
who, long a volunteer soldlers wife,
becomes his widow, succeed to his
pension. Modost, sélf-depreclating,
these womean put forth no clalm for
service rendersd except that which
comes through recognition of the serv.

ice given by thelr husbands. TYet in
the last analysis It must be concoeded
that those who remalned at home In
the trying emergency that called the
men to battle were not the less herole
in the performance of thelr duty than
were thaose svho went out to defend the
home. Honor to all, and when the
story, or any chapter of It, is written,
let the name of every hero of the In-
dian wars of 1555 be matehed by the
name of a heroine, since of the names
of elther there Is no lack.

TWO UNDESIRABLE SOHEMES,

There are over 400 saloons in Port-
land—too many. They are scattered
throughout the city, and they should
be confined to a restricted area. It is
too difficult to put out of business sa-
loons that are constantly breaking the
Iaw. These are the main evils of the
pregent system—or, rather, theay are
the main evils of pur present methoda

of saloon control. Thera 12 law
enough now to reduce the number of
saloons, and to wipe ouat undesirnble

Baloons. But thers I8 na will or pur-
pose to do it

These are the things that have glven
to the proposed McKenna ordinance
whatever favor it may have with the
public. But they do not justify the st
tempt to revolutionize the whole busi-
ness, and to Impose well-nlgh Imposs]-
ble

conditions on saloons and hotels,
The ordinance is too drastic, and
would be very harmful if enforced. It
should not pass.
While the McKenna ordinance is
bad for Portland, the Gothenburg
scheme Is worse., Whao Is behind it?

Who is 1t that is going to pay these
vast sums for &8 monopoly of the llquer
business? Al Crofton and BE. S. J. Me-
Allister? If not they, who? Any
brewery or distillery or whisky con-
cern that will take this great projéct
off thelr hands, we mAY supposs. Does
FPortland want to be exploited In this
manner through its saloons by & brace
of thrifty schemers?

FIGHTING IN TIE AIR.

Count Zeppelin's remarkable flight
in his dirigible balloon seems to have
thrown the military world Into con-
sternation. It has even aroused some
apparent interest among the aease-
Ioving officinls awwho direct our own
warlike policies, and any svent which
can accomplish this feat may be set
down as marking an epoch. While all
the other nations of the civilized
world have been eagerly experlmenting
with aviation and seeking to obtain
exclusive control of esach succeasive
invention as it appeared, our military
department has remalned perhaps an
intelligent, & certalnly an Inactive,
spectator of what was golng on, Now,
however, since Count Zeppelln has
made his succesaful flight, it 1s not
possible for even the most confirmed of
skeptics to malntain the opinion that
aviation will not affect the operations
In future wars, and our Army has be-
Bun to discuss tentative plans for de-
fense agalnst invasion by a possible
fleet of alr ships. For the present
guch plans must remain vague, be-
causc there I=s very lttle sure Infor-
mation to build upon. Nobody knows
how an alr fleet would manegver, what
armament It would carry, what missile
It might project, nor what tactica it
would employ,

The introductlon of war fleets into
navigating the atmosphere will open
the third dimension of space to mill-
tary operations, Enthuslasts hoped
S0me years ago thoat this would be ac-
complished by submarine veasecls, but
they were disappolinted. Boats moving
beneath the water have mnot, by any
means, coma up to expectations. They
have thus far proved almost as danger-
Ous to thelr own orews as to the foe.
It Is interesting to observe that avhile
submarine boats have more than ence
been lost, with all thelr men, no such
terrifying accidents have happened
either fo dirigible balloens or aero-
planes, though it s not to be denied
that ‘they have had thelr calamities.
The fact is, aviatlon does not really
take man out of his native element,
while, in salllng wander the se¢as, he is
in an entirely new and inconcelvably
dangerous world. Wa think with a
shudder how fearful i would be to
fall from a great height In the atr,
but this danger, after all, does not ap-
pal the imagination Uke baing buried
allve in a sunken shell of iron and
slowly perishing in the sllent depths
of the ocean. High as we mAay go into
the alr, we ghall never get beyond &
supply of oxygen and the possibility of
clear sight over familiar landscapes,

War has hitherto been carried on In
two dimensions. All its rules and ap-
pliancts are adapted to eoperations
upon a surface. Aviatlon makes It
possible, not only for hostile forces
to meet face to face and to go around
each other, &8s Grant flanked Leée on
the way to Richmond, but also for
them to go under and over each other.
Evidently this renders attack Incom-
parably more easy and defense mm]

difficult. The reported idea of one of
our officials thgt the coast can ba
guarded against advancing airahips by
defensive fleets at three seaports with
A few in the Interlor, will be found to
fall far short of what is essential.
The most agile-minded milltary men
are in doubt whether it will ba possi-
ble to make a satisfactory defense
agalnst attacks from the atmosphere.

Ships upon the ocean can be im-
prisoned in landlocked harbors and
destroved as they emerge, but in the
air there are no landlocked harbors,
A vessel can continue to flee as long as
it has a supply of fuel, and what Is
to hinder a hostlle alrship from de-
scending upon any eclity It may select
and obtaining fuel under threats of
destructlon? It is not credibla that
every town and village In the country
can be guarded by a detachment of
war balloons, The alr fleet can com-

needs to keep up hostllities. Navies
upeon the water can only levy contri-
butions upon seaports and not upon
them If they ars well fortified; but how
shall we fortify a place agalnst o de-
scent from the atmosphersa? Every
city must be roofed over with a dome
of adamant like Millton's hell. ‘The
L long and short of the matter Iz that
air fleets are lkely to make an attack
50 rulnous and defense so difffceult
that nations will cease to go to war
except where there Is little to chBoss
netween destruction by submission and
destruction by thunderbolts from
above.

As for the mlilitary and naval prepa-
rations which we have heen spending
®¥0 much money upon, what Is to be-
come of them when we take to fighting
In the air? No captain will lead h's
army agninst a foe standing on the
ground when he can fiy over the em-
battled hosts and annthilate them with
half a dozen dyvnamite bombs. No
fortifications which meraly present an
upright wall to the enemy will ba of
the least avail agalnst 2 besleger who
can sall above both wall and defenders
and drop down death and ruln upon
them. What can the biggest Dread-
nought ever bullt do against an aglle
assallant hovering thousands of feet
above IL.in the alr and shooting down
explosives? © A little reflectlon of this
kind shows that the unrest among the
military powers of the world over the
progress of aviation is exceedingly well
grounded. They know very well that
they are brought face to face with a
problem as terrible as It ta novel, and
there Is no doubt that they will avold
hostilities If they can untl] they think
they are ready for the new conditions.

_—

BLUNDERBUSS MR, KELLAWER.

Hx-Candldate Kellaher's absurd ini-
tiative measure to lsunch the city in
the electric-lighting business i=
matched by another—to depriva the
clty of any patented article in Its nu-
merous Improvements, The second
measure, almed ostensibly ss a shot at
tha paving trust, rcaches all oty im-
provements, and would bar out from
the municipallty many desirable pat-
ented artleles of machinery and con-
structlon. As a political bamboozler,
Mr, Kellaher is certalnly proving him-
self the llmit, else his four-year CAreor
as ity Councllman and State Senator
has taught him Httie of real states-
manship,

In Portland are two or three pat-
ented articles of atreet paving—nota-
bly the bltulithic and the Hassam.
Certain companlas clalm monopoly in
the laying of these respective pave-
ments, The branches of this monop-
oly constitute what iz known ss the
paving trust, which is charging all the
traffic will bear, and possesses unide-
sirable influence In the City Hall, Mr,
Kellaher “goes before the people”
with a wvaunted scheme to break the
monopoly, and with a ot of #fina
phrases to captlivate votes. But Mr.
Kellaher Is certalnly a very short-
sighted “trust-buster.”” Hes would bar
out from the city a varlety of patented
pavements that property-owners of
different tastes want and are willing
to pay for—this becauvse otherwise the
city must accept in bid competition the
lowest-priced pavement, and be there-
by shut out of what it wants. Prop-
erty-owners should certainly have the
privilege of specifying a patent pave-
ment if they swwant to pay for It

But pavement is not the only object
within the range of Mr. Kellaher's
blunderbuss measure. Any patentsd
machine or mechanism or device
would be shut out, unless it were
cheaper than its rivals in competitive
bldding. Now, it need not be sald that
many a desirable srtlele I8 not the
cheapest in the market. The patented
draw lift just adopted by the clity for
the new Madison bridge 1= not the
cheapest. But it appcars the bheast
adapted to the olty's needs;, and the
city has adopted it In the plans and
specifications. In the Iarge business
of the elty it Is desirable to use many
superior articles of machinery, Large
numbers of them are patented. Per-
haps Mr. Kellaher would llke to =pe
the patent system abolished. In his
proposed measure he says:

The Counecll ahall not adopt
epeclfieations, or estimates for mny publie
Improvement which wshail regquire the ex-
clugive uso of any patented artlela or pro-

oémn, or any artiels or procoss protectad by
any trade-mark, or any article or Process

wholly controlled by any persen or firm or
corparstion or any combination thereof, nor
use nor authoerize the use of any such
aritele or process In the Improvement of any
sirect. highway or publie Place in the clty
of Portiand.

It is evidently too bad, In Mr. Kelia-
her's opinion, that the best articles and
processea are patented. Such s the
statesmunship of the late Statement
One candldate for Mayor. It matches
his public finAnce and electrical engi-
neering, by which he would plunge the
city into the electrie business.

any plans,

“THE ORANGE."

The junior c¢lass of the Oregon Agri-
cultural College pleasantly warns The
Oregonlan that the commencement
scison 18 nigh by sending a copy of its
yearbook, ““The Orange,” for our de-
lectation. It would be hard to make a
prettier volume, or one better adapted
to it purpose. Within its glassy
pages whoever wishes to know any-
thing about the college, its students
or it= faculty, can find the information
concisely and clearly stated, while the
plctures and jests keep the annual from
being too learned for the enjoyment of
the non-collegiate population. The
cartoons are not the hideocus things
one sometimes sees In publications of
this kind. They are bright and full of
suggestion. The contrast between thes
“Rook,” as they call their freshmen
there, and the wise sophomore is par-
ticularly amusing. The senlor, with
his, or her, diploma extendsd and
shoulders Ybowed uander a mighty
welght of learning is subtly humorous,

One of the jests will bear quoting.
It i= culled from a long list of erudite
| terms Which are defined for student

pel the enemy to furnlsh it with ail It

use ‘In a “Glossary.”” "Hay fever—A
heart trouble, contracted from a grass
widow," or words to that purport. We
have read worse ones, As usual with
books of its kind. the annual is full
of jibes at the faculty, but not one of
them Is (ll-humored. Either the vol-
uma has been very jJudiclously cen-
sored or the relations between pro-
fessors and stndents at the Agricul-
tural College are of a decldedly agree-
able charnctsr. It 18 more comfort-
dable to take tha latter view and, there-
fore, we shall do so in obedience to tha
precepts of the pragmatic philosophy.

THE EXODUS TO CANADA.

American Consul Franklin D. Hale,
of Charlottetown, Canada, writes to
the Department of Commerce and La-
bor that from 75,000 to 100,000 peopls
will leave the United States this year
to make homes In Canada. He further
says that & very large per cent are
well-to-do farmers, who will take wwith
them In the aggregats many milllons
of dollars. While this Is a class of
farmera who can 111 be spared from
this country, they will be of great ad-
vantage to Canada, and we are selfish
erough to wish that our enterprising
neighbor on the north would be satis-
fied with the farmers who have no
money, &nd are In search of cheap
land. When an American farmer,
who has amassed a competence under
the Stars and Btripes, abandona the
land under which he has prospered
and takes hls money to an adioining
country, there {a some sound reason
for the change.

This resson can only in extremely
rare cases be political; It must be eco-
nomic. In this hegira from the United
States we suffer'a heavy loss, not anly
in the actual money taken out of the
country, but in the men themselves, A
man whe can amass a fortune in this
country and have sufficient strength of
will to pull up stakes and take chances
in a naew country is not a weakling;
he can never be regarded as an unde-
sirable cltizen. He i5 the kind of a
citizen we need at home. But Canada
has much to offer to American farmers
that they cannot obtaln In this land
of the free and home of the brave.

Milllons are expended for 'arm ma-
chinery every year. The Canadian
farmeor can plow right up to the divid-
Ing line with an Implement that was
manufactured In the United States and
sold In Canada for about one-half the
price that was exacted from the Amer-
lecan fermer, who was plowing across
the line fence between the two nations.
The Canadian farmeér can come over
the line and buy his lumber and take
It into Canada awithout paying any duty
on It, The American farmer whao
might wish to buy lumber in Canada
must pay a heavy duty for the privi-
lege. The same conditions are notlce-
able in® practically eversything swhich
the farmer must buy. This is the
Slrongest attraction that can be offered
by the Canadians who are prosalyting
20 many of our very desirable Amerl-
can citlizens, and It is having a telling
effect. Meanwhlle, the tarife revision,
which was tc stop some of this lozs,
#cems to have gtruck a stone wall,

JEFFERSON DAVIS.

When a battleship has been named
for a4 state fashion has mads it seemly
by her decres that the honored com-
munity should present to its namesake
a sliver dinner service. The amount
of bullion thus diverted from produe-
tive industry must be large, for many
warships have been bulit and many
presentations have been made, while
ench set containsg numerous pleces,
The array of silver donated by tha
State of Mississippl to the vesssl bear-
Ing her name {s suld by Representative
Holllngsworth of Ohlo to contaln 62
distinet articles. Think of the dollars
they would make if they were all
minted. But this {s not the worst of
it, not by any means. Scandal, as the
pecple of Oregon will sadly recall,
sometimes attends the galn occaslons
when these sllver services are handed
over, inaamuth &8 the most conspicu-
ous and mast welghty of the dishes |s
usually dedicated to the ceremonianl
rites attending the worship of the
Demon Rum. Fully to disclose the
awiful secret, It is & punchbowl, Thus
it was with the service donated by the
State of Mississippl,

Would it were possible consistently
with our stern devotion to the truth
to go no farther with this tale, for
there is a blacker secrst still to be
unfolded. The particular punchbowl
In question was not only dedicated to
the Demon Rum, but it conteined on
its rim or some other deplorably visl-
ble spot the graven lmage of a demon
direr to many imaginations than rum
Itself. The State of Mississippl deco-
rated its punchbhowl with an “artistic
portrait of Jefferson Davis.” The quo-
tation is from Congressman Holllngs-
worth, who was unutterably shocked
by the Implous deed and rose in his
miajesty to demand an investigation,
“Whereas puoblic monuments and
other works of art.” Mr. Hollingsworth
apines, “are Intsnded and should be
calealated to insplre reverence' for
high American ideals “and teach val-
uable lessons of patristism and love
of country,” he desires that the Sec-
retary of the Navy should diligantly
inguire what particular inspiration to
high ideals and what valuable lessans
of patrictism there are to he discov-
ered in the graven Image of Jefferson
Davis on the rim of a punchbowl

The help of the Secretary of the
Navy is not needed to discover at
least one high ideal that Mr, Hollings-
worth might have been Insplred with
by the portralt of the forlorn and pa-
thetle Davis, If he were susceptible to
such influences. That ldeal 15 tolepr-
ance. Whether we llke it or not, the
deeds and character of Jefferson Davis
are part of the history of the United
States. For all timeé his name will be
ons of the most conspicuous on the
pages of our annals, The State of
Mississippi, where he passed his youth
and died after a career whose vicls-
situdes ars almost without a parailel,
is proud of his memery. The entire
tier of Gulf states remember him with
an affectlon which has forgotten the
strife and dissension that embittered
his years of power and honor him
with that tenaclous zeal mvhich in-
variably clings to the hero of a lost
cause, Blnce these states are part of
the Union, thelr sentiments are part of
our National feoling, and deserve the
same recognition which goes without
protest to New England and the Wast.
If Dawis and hik cause had triumphed,
his would have been the glory and
Lincoln’s the pathos. Over the grave of
the Northern hero we should have
sung nothing but dirges, avhile the dust
of tha Southerner would have vibrated
to the everlasting joy of pasans.
The turn of the fortune of war adds

"
and takes nothing fram the tribute

which is justiy due to the other.

In graving Davis’ portrait on the
dinner service, Mississippl may have
meant to show some trace of her old
defiance to the Federal Government
and the detested Yankess. The com-
monwealth may have agreed with the
Southern newspaper which thinks that
“in point of education, native ability,
culture, oratory,  legal attalnments,
character and unseifish patriotism,
Jefferson Davis was a greater man
than Abraham Lincoln.” ‘What if it
4id? No sectlonal oplnion can chango
the eternal facts, and we ought to be
sure enough of our ground by this
time in the North to tolerate a little
absurdity from our defeated brethren.
Since wve won the victory, we ought to
concede to them the right to brag and
grumble az much as they ke, if It
gives them any comfort Since Lin-
¢oln carrled his cause through to tri-
umph and Davis lamentably failed
with his, it 1= not llkely that anything
Eraven on a punch-bhowl ean materially
alter their relative standing in his-
tory.

Nor is it greatly to be fearad that
gazing on Davis® Image while they
slp thelr punch can sap the patriotism
of the officers of tho battleship Mis-
slssippl. The worst that can be ex-
pected from It Is that It may make
them think the State of Misslssipp!
Iz & trifle silly. One alwavys regrets
to sea the Inhabitants of any com-
munity put themselves In a ridiculous
position, and precizely this it I= to be
feared the Mississipplans have done.
To the country at large the state seems
to be in the positlon of the bad lttla
schoolboy who stands with a chip on
his shoulder and dares the other boya
to coma on. Being good llttle boys,
with excellent records at Sunday
school, they svill not come, of course,
but they cannot help smiling at the
atrocicus taste of the tempter.

The attempt to make capital for
Judge Munly out of the Broadway
bridge matter will not prove an un-
qualified success. Mr. Slmon was one
of the original supporters of the move-
ment, and his name will be found very
near the head of the list clroulated by
Judge Munly himself, and by other
Ninth Ward residents, long before
elther Munly or Simon was a ceandl-
date for Mayor. Neither the Ninth
Ward nor the rest of the city can ex-
pect any more help for the Broadway
bridge from Munly than Simon.

Resldents of the southeastern sec-
tion of the clty are tired of a sewer
that Is not o sewer. They Insist that
It Is high tlme thut the big BErooklyn
bore was opened for the purposes for
which, at great cost and after many
and vexatious delays, it awas con-
structed. The point s well takén.
Amplie time for inspecting thia sswer
has been glven. and it should either be
accepted and placed In commission, or,
if found wanting, the ocontractors
should be notified to proceed at onee to
make it good,

“I have the interests of the city at
heart, and I retire,” says Dan Kella-
her, "Father," sald the iittlie boy In
the Senate gallary, i the chaplain
praying for the Senate?’ ‘No, my
boy,"” was ths answer: *“the chaplain
looks at the Senate and prayvs for the
country.” And an exile, falling Into
the poetic mood, after the manner of
Kellaher in prose, rhymes it thus:
Fatriots are we, for be (It underatood,

We left our country for our COUNLTY's good.

No trouble to get certificates of the
"entire success” of municipal light
plants from officlals in clties wherea
such plants have *#n started and are
In course of development through
large additlonal sales of bonds. To
this effect, Kellaher can easily get cer-
tificates from efficlals of Seattle. It's
easler always to borrow and spend
money—public money as weoll as pri-
vate—than to pay it. While the bor-
rowing and the spending are In prog-
ress, everything goes on swimmingiy,

The Oregonian has several long es-
says on “Why the Cost of Living 1Is
High.” It i= needless to publish them.
Let thoss who complaln about high
pricesa of the necessaries of life get
into the country and grow,wheat and
plgs and potatoes. Then t ey, too, will
want high prices for everything that
ETrows out of the soll, or has relation to
food crops for man or beast. Never
will' it be possible for disproportionate
numbers to live in the citles and get
cheap food.

Messrs. Kellaher, Albee and Notting-
ham. who elected a Democratic United
States Senator last Winter In obedi-
ence to the Statement One law, are re-
sisting that Iaw n the election of
Mayor of Portland. Queer shift, hey?
Shall the peopla rule?

In the State of Washington a doc-
tor's certificate——rost, $5 to $25—must
preceds the license, beginning June 12,
Doctors in the Oregon Legislature
tried to pags the same law In the Ore-
gon Legislature last Winter.

“No" is a simple, easy and effective
word. 1If you don’t know what else to
=ay, always say no. Thisz advice is Era-
tultous, but it's good: and it applizs to
the initiative measures Monday,

A centenarlan New TYork spinster
says "any woman may live to be & hun.-
dred If she doesn't marry.” May?
They all do.

Kellaher, on his abdleation, names no
Succassor. He dies Intestate. Wall
enough, since he had nothing to leave
for probate.

Cpunty officials are fighting one an-
other's salary grafts. Taxpayers can
stand that kind of dlecord In the offi-
cial family.

The Municipal Assoclation laments
that it cannot concentrate the foes of
Simon on Albee for Mayor. Then why
did it try?

Monday's electlon will prove =
blessing to the extent of kllling off at
one shot a number of nolgy bunco poli-
ticiana.

Vote Yes on the proposition to pay
the Interest and principal of the watser
bonds out of the water fund.

Mr. Kellaher withdraws just in the
nick of time to have the advertising
without getting the defeat,

After all, Kellaher is a quitter and a
white-feather soldlar., Let him and his
schemes be forgotten.

e e
There will be roses for the defeated

little to the intrinsic merit of un"bno_mena. plenty of "em,

TOPICAL VERSE

If love were all a royal road
And we were faring thers,

In search of some dear heart's abode
"Mld flowers sweet and rare,

Belike somo park pollceman would
Vur sylvan preéinot pnsEs

And shout, with coarse solloltude:
“Hey, thero! Keep off the gruss!™

If every doubt ¢ould be removed,
All questionings to end,

If perfect faithfuiness wers praved,
Porhaps, oh, dearest frisnd,

When we'd plek ont our furniture
And into wedlock dash,

The brutal salesman would be surs
To growl “Our terms are cash."

Perhaps your sympathetic heart
Is shy as bird untamed,
And tenderly you'll muse Apart
Until by true love clalmed
Perhaps, 1T say, but tsll me, then,
If shat's the case. why you
Keep chasing after other men
And string me dally, too?
—Chlcago Newsn,
——
Discrect.
"“May I kiss you, dear?
Snld he,
“First I wnnt one thing made clear,™
bSald she.
“"Have you over kissed mald before,
Or tried?™
N0, he answered—shs was sure

He lied.

Then with willlng lips. she whis-
pered, "Wall,

Yes, vou may, since you don't kiss
And tell™

—Boston Transcript.
————

The Stranger In the Car.
Omne wonders who he Is or where he goes—
Yon solemn, silent man adown the car.

Upon his coat lapel & single rose
Nods 1dly with the traln’s recurrent Jnr;
His brows are knlt In thought, his lips

are set,

His face !s serious; once In a while,
However, fhey their sternness will forget
And Ift up at the corners in a smile.
it may be that he goes to wherd thers ian
A still form In A somber, darkened romn,
That throbbing in the gentle heart of his
There I= an endless litany of glonm—
So do his eyas look blindly at the scene,
Unseeing all the sunshine-sllvored trees
With little darting shadows fiung between
That dance In unison with every breeze

The tra'n has stopped.
pare;
He pauszes for 8 moment with a friend—
Ah, now the joy or grief that binds his
heart
May come in words that we can com-
prehend,
Ho speaks:
suit
Ag'innt
Biggs.
He never had no ¢all to go an’ shoot
My huntin’ dog for runnin' down his
plens”
—Wilbur D. Nesbit In Chicago Evening
Post.

He rises to de-

“I git off hare. I've got a

that dratted scalawag Jim

—_
The Nomnd.
I wiash my pa en ma would find
Somaea plave they ke en settls down;
I'm purty sick uy movin' wans
En llvin' everywhere in town,

For just about the tlme the kids
With which a feller wants to play
Look In en gay, “Who's that new kid?™

By Joe, we up en mave away.

En when

the nelghborhood is got
A gang

af boys, you bet your boots
You can't get In with "em right off—
They've got to know all new recruits,
En tight with 'em, en look ‘em up,
To find out if they'll do or nay:
En just about when I'm to pass,
By hokey poke, we move away.

But what is sadder still is that
This always movin' ev'rywheres
Deprives n boy of what his heart
Most eraves en that is love affalrs.
If haply he lights near a maid
Whose love for him {s all too plain,
En bilss is right around the bend—

Why, there Is where we move agaln.
—Clark MecAdams, in 5t Louls Post-
Dispateh.
—_———

About m Boy.
One time there was
A Doy
Named Roy—
A Joy
To all who knew him best,
Hls parents wers
The kind
Whose mind
Can find
No middle place to rest,
But must go on
And on
And on
And on
Until the 1lmit looms.
(For any child
As he,
Sans glee,
Is quite the worst of doomn.)
aterilized the air he breathed,
they fed him inssct powder;
plaved formaldehyde-and.seak,
which only made tham prouder,
He wrote with dlsinfected ink on san-
itnry paper,
With baked and parbolled peneil, which
wis not a comic caper,
He wuas as free from erawly things as
hard-bolied china eggn:
He wore curcullo barrlers bound about
his starile legs
But once, alas,
The lad—
Poor tad,
‘Tis sad!—
Fled his germ-proof duress,
A microba got

They
He

Inside
His hide
And dled
Of utter lonesomeness!
—Exchange.
o L

The Catcher.
Well, now, and will-you pleasa get on to

those?
Aln't he the nervy one to stand ke
that
And eat the leather goods right off
the bat?
Say, Birdle, ain't he better than the

Wild West shows?
And don’'t he look Ilfke cork and cotton
gTows
All over him? And,
mask was {lat
How would the nosa of him do for &
mat?
Us for the catcher,
me, too, Knews
A good thing when we ses [t
we'va got
It right before us now.
A man ke him, say,
you—what—
look at him! He's nipped = lick,
and aee,
He's banged it down to second—hear
‘em shout!
Yell, Birdle, yell!
sids out!

listen, If that

Birdle; you and

and

If T could ba
Birdle, would

Wow,

He's put the whole

—New TYork Times
—————
Her Preference.

Sald the brunette mald
To another quite falr:
“For Ilirting, 'tis sala
You really don't care—
But it's oodles of fun
To fHrt with a fan.*
“Fudge!” sald the falr one,
“Gilve me & fool man”
—OChicago News.
i —
Hiakeney Gray. in Hurper's Weekly.
If there's no wun. I wstill ¢an have the moon;
1f there's no moon, the sars my needs suf-

flen:
h fail 1 have my evening Wmp;
Ry g R
e oat, my
o and dream

ins
Where 1 may sleep there's h
agaln.




