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THE VIBTI E Or THE NEGATIVE.
The problems presented to the vot-

ers of Portland present a medley that
is alike incongruous, incomprehensible
and insoluble. Some few of the propo-
sitions may he understood, but the
general effect or consequence of their
adoption no man can tell. Study of
them all. for a week together, would
only deepen the mystery, doubt and
uncertainty. It is a Jumble, farrago,
hodgepodge: stuffed with incongrui-
ties beyond any power of intelligent
selection.

The safe way to deal with the larg-
est part of the list is to vote ""No."
Such of the many propositions as can
be fully understood and approved may
be excepted from the sweeping nega-
tion, but these are not numerous. We
believe a majority of the electors are
resolved already to set their mark
against most of the propositions, as
an act of prudence: while some of
them will be disapproved on positive
grounds.

Exhibits like this must tend inevi-
tably to give the necessary quietus to
this method of legislation. The
method is that of theorists, utoplsts,
hobby-horsic- al performers, each re-
joicing in a chance to get his cherished
scheme on the ballot. Notions of vari-
ous sorts and of all sorts, too chimer-
ical to get attention in any deliberative
assembly, are "put up to the people"
by petition supported by names
gathered promiscuously about the
Btreets. signed by persons who don't
read the petition or care for its con-
tents, but wish to be rid of importunity,
and in many cases the names of non-vote- rs

or of fictitious persons come
handy to eke out the required num-
ber, and to bring to the circulator hLs
two to ten cents a name.

Of course, in their relation to each
other the subjects of these petitions
rannot but be largely at variance with
and contradictory of each other. Sup-
pose them', or a lot of them, enacted.
Then disorder and chaos.

The charter proposed by the com-
mittee of fifteen seems fairly con-
sistent with itself. The question Is
whether the people of Portland wish
to establish the kind of government
It would create. Again. If this char-
ter should be adopted, there is much
probability that a bunch of other prop-
ositions quite at variance with It.
drawn from the long list submitted by
various faddists, will be adopted at the
same time: which would set up roaring
war in the municipal government, all
round.

In the circumstances now existing
the need of a large amount of negative
voting is imperious. Vote "No," by
all means, not only on every proposi-
tion you actually oppose, but on every
one you do not fully understand andapprove. Prudence requires it. This
course would, indeed, kill the larger
part of the bunch; but Just that thing
should be done.

FARMERS' PERMANENT PBOSPERITT.
The railroads of the t'nlted States

last month raised 165.000, 000 of new
capital, and their new securities now
on the market are expected to bring
In more than 1200,000,000 in May.
That they are spending this money
quite freely is shown by the remark-
able activity In new construction andthe many substantia orders for new
equipment. The recent Supreme Court
decisions and the known fairness and
conservatism of President Taft have
given both the railroads and the pur-
chasers of their securities a confidence
In the future that is having a highly
beneficial effect on all Industrial enter-
prises. Among all the classes thatwill profit by this return of old-ti-

prosperity, none will derive greater
benefits than the farmers. Here is theone class on which the efTect of the
J 907 panic fell but lightly, and. while
railroad and Industrial enterprises andall those dependent on them were Inthe pangs of deep distress, the farmers'prosperity continued without interrup-
tion.

Not even the hysterical money mar-
ket with which the panic was usheredIn prevented farmers from securingMgh prices for their products, andtheir big crop at high prices was mar-
keted in 1908 before the return ofprosperity had begun to be noticeable.
This year the high prices for grain andlivestock, dairy products. Indeed every-
thing that Is produced on the farm,
will stimulate production, and the In-

creased output will find a market thatIs widening as the prosperity in indus-
trial lines becomes more noticeable.The "dinner-pa- il brigade." which went
Into retirement In the closing days ofjhu.. is gradually getting back to work
and by the time the 1909 harvest la
completed, most of that army of consumers who are such an Important factor in making a market for farm prod
ucts. will be in position to buy farmproducts which a year ago they couldnot afford, except In decidedly limitedquantities.

There is no longer fear of an over-production of farm products In thiscountry, tor the increasing nonulntinnand greater purchasing power of thepeopie are causing the demand tomake steady gains on the sunr.lv mileach year witnesses a decreasing pro-portion of the grain crops of the count-ry- available for export. Even atthat, with prices approximating the..which the foreigners have paid us forme past two years, it would be Impos-
sible to produce an unmarketable surplus on American farms, for there isno easier method for raying off thetrade balances for imported merchan- -- aise man with farm products. It w:
In this foreign demand that the farmerescaped much of the distress suffered

by men In other callings while the
panic was on about eighteen months
ago. The purchasing power of the
Americans was temporarily checked,
but that of the foreigners remained
normal, and It was the gold that came
to our shores In payment for agricul-
tural products that eventually eased
the strain and brought order out of
chaos.

THE RECAIX.
In the new system "the recajl"

proves to be nothing but an instru-
ment of personal spite. It Is used in
no other way. for no other purpose.
The short terms of our officials really
require no "recall unless. Indeed, we
are to prescribe assassination as the
most- potent Instrument of "recall."
But then the official, finding he Is be-
coming odious, art 11 put himself In a
bullet-pro- of tank and defeat our pur-
pose and the popular will.

Short terms for officials, we once
supposed, removed the necessity of
assassination or recall. We made of-
ficial terms short to do away with
necessity of recall or assassination.
But, as between recall and assassina-
tion, perhaps assassination would be
better. It certainly would be more
effective.

The fellow who Is recalled may get
back. But If assassinated he Is done
for. There's an end of him. Look at
that Mayor of Kstacada who was "re
called." yet now. against "the will of
the people." he gets back. Or Is the
will of the people the variable quan-
tity?

DISAPPOINTED UBBVIT.
Governor : lay. of Washington, can

probably appreciate the truth of the
statement that "uneasy lies the head
that weart a crown." The Governor-
ship may not be exactly a crown, but
It has brought with It (n his case an
unusually long list of vexatious prob-
lems, scandals In state official life and
general disorder. In his attempts to
bring order out of chaos, and at the
same time lay a smooth course for thesailing of his own political ship. Gov-
ernor Hay has rapidly accumulated a
large assortment of political enemies.
Among the latest to Join this band who
"didn't think he'd act that way" are
the Seattle traveling men. At the last
session of the Legislature there was
passed a "hotel inspection law." and.according to a Seattle dispatch, "the
traveling men lobbied for the bill,
spent money on It and finally had thepleasure of seeing It pass."

One of the provisions of the law was
that there should be three Hotel In-
spectors appointed by the Governor. It
might naturally be supposed that thesetraveling men "lobbied for the bill,spent money on It." etc.. because they
thought it was a meritorious measure,
as perhaps It is: but It seems that thetraveling men regarded the merits of
the bill as a kind of side Issue, andwhat they really wanted was to pro-
vide places for several Seattle and
Tacoma traveling men. In appointing
tne inspectors, as provided by law.
Governor Hay entirely overlooked the
traveling men who had "lobbied for
the bill and spent money on It," andplaced the appointments elsewhere.
Now the traveling men are very angry
and are "preparing a letter of protest
to tne governor, expressing their Indlgnatlon at his appointments."

as tne oovernor seems to havetaken the bit in his teetb and is run-
ning away from all former notions andcustoms of the time-honor- ed Olympla
Btanaara. it is reared that he will not
recall the appointments. If he fallsto do so. there Is still an alternative
io tne deceived traveling men. Theymight get up another lobby next ses
sion, and spend some more money In
securing repeal of the bill. Withoutbeing familiar with the merits of themeasure. It would seem that a law
whose popularity and usefulness are an
largely dependent on the personnel oftne men appointed to enforce It. couldbe spared from the statute books with-out creating universal hardship. Yet.
in passing laws for the purpose ofproviding positions for amiable and
sometimes influential gentlemen.
vvasnington Is not establishing a prece
dent.

REVIVAL OF lifE INKIR-NCET--

There can be little doubt that the
life Insurance business suffered In all
parts of the country from the revela
tions of fraud and mismanagement
wnicn were maae y tne Armstrong
Investigating committee. A large
numoer oi small companies sprang
into existence to gather up the busi-
ness which naturally forsook thegreat New York societies, but they
did not get It all. Multitudes of peo
ple ceased to believe In life insurance
either as a protection for their fam
ilies or as an Investment, As a on

from the misfortune whichmay ensue upon the death of the
breadwinner, however. It Is no less
desirable now than It was before
the Investigations began, and prob
ably more so. It Is more desirable be.cause, although the companies have
returned In some particular to the
bad ways which Mr. Hughes forced
them for a time to abandon, atlilupon the whole there haa been li
provement. Not so much of the pol-
icyholders' money is wasted as for-
merly and not nearly so much l lostthrough peculations of one sort and
another.

The revelations of the Armstrong
committee were followed by whole-
some legislation In New York. whlh
somewhat restricted the freedom of
the companies both in the matter of
Investments and In the competition fornew business. While this competition
was raging at the height of lis fury
the new" business secured brought a
positive loss upon theVold policyhold-
ers because It was obtained by re-
bates, remissions or premiums and allsorts of thriftless devices. The limi-
tation of the number of policies
which the large companies may write
In any year has stopped this foolishpractice ard th.ts opened the wnv forbetter dividends. It has also some-
what restored public confidence In
life Insurance. Immediately subse-quent to thy Investigation and thescandals It dtvMosed the business writ-ten In the state of New York fell from
.256. 000. 000 yearly to a little more
than I18S.000.000. The companies lo-
cated In the metropolis felt the slump
most severely. Indeed, those fromthe outside lost but a small fraction
of their business. It fell off only
about J2. 000. 000, or from I99.000 000to J97.000.000.

This was entirely proper since thebetter known of the small companies
had been guilty of no such derelictions
as had been brought home to themanagement of several of the great
New York companies. They re-
tained the confidence of their old
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patrons and continued to receive new
business with little diminution. The
punishment of the wrongdoing fell
exactly where It was deserved. Now.
however. the New York companies
have regained much of their former
standing with the public. The volume
of Insurance written In New York. In-
cluding the local companies and those
from outside the state, row In I yds
to $1S.000.000. This Is still far be-

low the high-wat- er mark. Very likely
that extravagant limit will never again
be reached, but even If It Is not nobody
will have occasion for regret except
reckless directors who wish to Indulge
In wild speculation with policyholder
funds.

WOOD Ft LP AND WAOKA.
Representative James R. Mann, of

Illinois, who moat of the time lives
and moves In the odor of unimpeach-
able "protection." has nevertheless
come to the conclusion that the tariff
on wood for paper pulp ought to be
reduced, and In a speech before the
House when the Psyne bill was under
debate he had the courage to make his
views known. Some of his facts and
arguments are so cogent that they
ought to be widely read. To be sure.
their rehearsal now partakes muoh'nf
the nature of a funeral ceremony,
since the Payne bill has received Its
quietus from Mr. AMrlrh's dagger, but
even funerals have thlr uc and it Is
sometimes worth while to dwell upon
the virtues of a corpse. Mr. Mann's
argument was based upon the fact
that our only really available wood
for pulp Is spruce, of which the sup-
ply east of the Rocky Mountains can-
not last more than twenty years
longer, while that on the Pacific Coast
Is too valuable for lumber to be made
up Into paper. Thus. If we do not
admit supplies from Canada, we shsll
soon be compelled to do without paper
unless we can raise new forests to re-
place the old ones.

Mr. Mann, who Is an experienced
woodsman, estimate the time required
to grow a spruce tree ten Inches In di-
ameter at 100 years or more. Hence.
If forests were planted now It would
be a century before they would be
serviceable. Some less remote supply
Is urgently needed. The expectation
that print paper might be made from
cornstalks has proved disappointing,
and as a matter of fact our only re-
source Is to turn to the spruce forests
of Canada, which cannot be useful !
us unless the duty on wood pulp Is
lowered. The fear that decrease of
the Import duty would reduce wages
In the paper mills is groundless, as Mr.
Mann clearly demonstrates. Work-me- n

In the paper mills in Canada re-
ceive wages fully as high as our own.
while the cost of producing pulp, there
Is decidedly greater. It follows, of
course, that American" wages could not
be affected by a cut In the tariff, even
granting that tariffs In general keep
wage up. which Is exceedingly doubt-
ful. Mr. Mann does not believe thatpaper can ever be manufactured as
cheaply in Canada as here. What pos-
sible need. then, have our paper mills
for protection?

WTLHEL.MINA BABY.
Whether the Dutch have as much

reason for Joy over the birth of
daughter as they Imagine

they have or not. it Is still a pleasant
sight to see them disport themselves.
The chief characteristic of the people
of the Low Countries Is not stolidity, as
many people suppose, but rather alert
Intelligence, with political shrewdness
and a fine artistic capability. All these
qualities are displayed In the national
rejoicings over the Queen's new-bor- n

baby. The Intelligence of the titch
warns them that they are a great deal
happier In their own little homelike
and cosy kingdom than they could pos-
sibly be as a fraction of the German
Empire. The Kaiser's political theo-
rists advise them that Incorporation
with the empire would be most desir-
able, and point out w hat a happy thing
It would be for them to He safe and
secure under the protection of Will-
iam's warships with his army to guard
their cities. But history teaches the
people of Holland that they have sel-
dom wanted a fleet for their own pro-
tection when It was needed, while In
times of stress the sea. their ancient
and Inexorable foe. has proven a better
friend than any army.

Germany wants Holland for many
reasons. Among them ts the evident
one that It would be a fine thing to
have control of the Rhine from Its
highest navigable point to Its mouths.
Again, with the harbors, the cities and
the defensible Island of Holland In
her possession. Germany would enjoy
an advantageous position on the North
Sea face to face with England, and ail
the expanse of the Atlantic would lie
open to her fleets, which must now
pass out from the confined Baltic
either through the dangerous straits
between Denmark and Scandinavia or
through the Kiel canal. Germany,
who aspires to succeed Great Britain
as mistress of the seas and queen of
the world's navies, never can attain
to her ambition until she has posses-
sion of ports on the free Atlantic.
Hence the covetous eye which William
haa always cast upon the domains of
the ancient and liberty-lovin- g House
of Orange. The birth of a male heir to
Wilhelmlna would have thwarted his.
schemes much more definitely than
this girl can. because now the German
plan will be to marry her to some per-
son not far from the Kaiser's throne,
in the hope of a future marriage which
will unite the realms under one ruler.
There cannot be the slightest doubt
that from this time forward German
policy will be to Interweave relations
more and more complicated between
the Dutch and German thrones in
preparation for the day w ben the same
heir shall inherit both.

A similar contingency has come to
pass In more than one case and has
molded into a single kingdom nationslong severed by the most bitter ha
tred. When James VI. of Scotland
for example, fell heir to the English
throne the everlasting hostilities be
tween Scotland and - England forever
ceased and the two kingdoms became
one. not only In legal form, but grad-
ually also In feeling and commercial
Interest. It cannot be expected though
lhat the union of Holland with Germany would be permitted by England
without furious opposition. The Dutch,
in spite of their small territory, pos-
sess a colonial empire second only to
Great Britain's. They own territory
in South America and Africa and
Islands In the southern ocean scattered
all the way from India's coral strand
to the Antarctic Circle. These colo-
nies are an Inheritance from the glori-
ous days of the Dutch Republic, when
the Captains of the Netherlands dom-
inated the oceans of the world and brsailors swept the British fleet from the
Thames. England would never endure

to see them pass over to Germany f- mi a 1 in wea.in ant. power wnirnthey would convey. Were Holland to
unite with Germany, undoubtedly the
tlrat British step would be to mikisure of the ronqjest of the Dutch co-
lonial emptr while the Kaiser's shlna
were blockaded within the Baltic. This
ts one among many evident reaeons I

England has for keeping up a fleet :

greater than Ihwo of any other two
countries combined.

It la not very certain that the birth
of Wllhelmlna's baby postpones Indefi-
nitely the union vt Holland and tier-man- y,

but it make that event some-
what more remote and driaya the out-
break of the terrible wars which would
ensue upon It. Sooner or later. In plt
of births and treaties, the union is al-
most certain to take place, and then
we shall witness the death struggl
between the British and their rman
cousins. England has now n Joyed the
commercial supremacy of the world
for a long time, but there are student
who discern In her present condition
symptoms of decadence. The phxs-lin- e

of her men ba declined sad'.).
Vork In the mill, wlih Ineufticlent

food and foul air. has depraved their
bodies and sapped their manhood. Be-
side that, the end of her natural re-
sources la In etcht. Meanwhile. In
technical education and In a vigor
w hlch seems more than youthful. Ger-
many has forge.l attend and seems lo
bo taking the lead In commerce a
well as lii.nililtarv affair. The orig-
inal advance of K.gland w aa due to
leaaons learned from the In
the seventeenth century, when people
all over Europe were perishing from
scurvy and lepront. the D'Hch Invented
the culture of Winter roots, like beeia
and turnips. This not only supplied
human beings with food hlch kept
them In good health during the Winter
months, but also made It possible to
keep large herds of rattle the year
round. Thorold Rogers nay that the
population of England waa more thin
doubled In the seventeenth cenlury by
adopting the agricultural Improve-mrnt- s

of the Dutch. Among their
other discoveries was Inst of clover
culture and the growing of alfalfa.
whose possibilities an a food for cat-
tle we have known in this country for
a long time; but we are Just bcclnnlna- -

to discover that It may replace wheat
as a human food supply.

IUltrN(X NK.IITtX.AI.E AT M.
Remembering a hat an Idol the mod

ern world has made of Its armies, one
would be disposed to think thst timely
provision would have been made for
the health and comfort of soldiers. To
the ordinary mind It seems scarcely
less necessary to keep soldiers alive

nd healthy In the field than to enlist
them and furnish them with efficient
guns, but military authorities have
never been of this opinion except In
theory. In practice they have adopted
the same views of soldiers which Mr.
Roosevelt holds upon the subject of
babies. The latter philosopher dwells
eagerly upon the beauty of bringing
multitudes of babies Into the world,
but he has not deemed It worth while
to consider how to keep them here
after they are born. He sees the poor
little things flit away to Paradise withapparent Indifference. So It ha often
been with soldiers. The authoritiesspare no efforts to force them Into thefield, but as a rule the means of keep-
ing them In fighting condition have
been neglected.

Napoleon said an army traveled on
Its belly, and Sherman on his marchthrough Georgia looked after the wel.
fare of his troops with more thsn pa
ternal solicitude. All great Generals.
In fact, have tried their beat to keep
tneir armies In sound health, knowing
that battles routd not be won with In
valids and corpses: but unhappily,
most Generals are not great, and the
few who are cannot devote their time
and attention lo hospital duty. Thatusually falls Into the hands of slaves
of routine, who would rather a
thousand men perish In misery than
unwind an Inch of red tape. It I In
credible what cruel and craiy deed
the medical corps of armies are ca-
pable of until one reads accounts like
those which describe the foolieh suf-ferings of our army In Cuba or MissNightingale's efforts to bring order andhumanity loto the military hospital atScutari during the Crimean War. Thenewspapers alleged that our sick sol-
diers In Cuba were permitted to IU
without food or medicines because
commissary officers had no routineorders to open earn of stores. When
Klorence Nightingale arrived at Scu-
tari, she found the soldier sick with
cholera and fever, packed on the floor
with those who had been wounded andall of them encrusted with filth andtormented by vermin. When she of-
fered her services the medical officers
told her that no help was needed.

That waa In 1S. when FlorenceNightingale was 14 year old. She Isnow s and great changes have beenwrought by her efforts, sun muchremains to do. In our last war more
men perished from preventable dis-
ease than from wounds. No modern
nation except Japan seems to have
made much serious effort lo apply theprinciples of h)g!enlc science for thebenefit of troops in field and hospital.
There Is a great deal of talk and dis-
cussion about the subject, but whenwar breaks out the same old confusionrelgna and the same needless suffering
ensues. The fact that soldiers win be
wounded and fall sick seems always to
take the military authorities by sur-
prise. They are never ready for It.They appear to fancy that the patriot
ism of the troops will render them Im-
mune from gunshots and typhoid
fever. Still Miss Nightingale's workhss not been fruitless by any means,
though Its results may perhspa bamore apparent In ordinary civic hos-
pitals than In war. The nurse of thetype of Mrs. Gamp haa disappeared
from the civilised world: but. although
our Civil War broke.out six years afterFlorence Nightingale maie her his-
toric pilgrimage to Scutari, neverthe-
less when the wounded soldiers began
to pour Into Washington there wasvirtually no provision for taking care
of them. Walt Whitman. It wlil beremembered, lost his health nursing
soldiers In fetid hospitals.

The world has lost a great deal byfalling to take advantage of the execu-
tive gifts of women. It Is very doubt-
ful whether men possess the Invalu-
able faculty of order, organization, ar-
rangement and command In anything
like the same degree as women. Certainly the executive geniuses among
them need fear no comparison withthe best of their male com petitora.
Florence N:ghrtnifale was such a
genius, and It was through her power
of organization and command muchmore than through any sentimentalqualities that she waa able to eliminatefilth and Infection from the militaryhospitals of the Crimea and teacJi La

world how to car for sick and wound-t- d

troop. Sidney Herbert, who w aa
the British War Minuter at the time,
knew of her oualitiea from long ar.
qualntance. so that he did not mo
In the dark when he made h-- r I -

of the military hospital Her
first move Justified hi confidence.
When It became known through the
newspaper that volunteer r.urs-- were
desired for the Crimea multitude of
romantic women offered their services
Ml Nightingale re I 1 them
promptly. What she wanted was not
novel-struc- k heroine in jjci of ad-
venture, but trained nurses, and she
obtained them from nmor.g the sisters
of the Church of England and Cathor.c j

nuns. These women gave her loa! 1

obedience and capable service. With- -
out them her undertaking would have j

failed. It la curious to observe how "1

religious felgMrv. which never r
when Its wajiing can taork mln-hkl- .

sought to mar the philanthropy of
Florence Nightingale. Because sh
took C.vthollc sieters to the Crimea It

a charged by Protectant tmbeciVa
that she wished to make Papista of the
sick soidirrw. probably w bar got
beyond this degreo of (o:iy today, but
It I still true that we permit bigotry
and superstition to mar our nMoiundertakings and spoil Ihe work of our
beet benefsctor by ma He... us I g --

no ranee.

iflUse tL m Hoot, Lixn nir-Vs-l c
A luhsi-nbr-r at Wtnlo. v. Wash-writ- es

to Th Vregonlan usking.
Will is Ira tela araeufct of II a Henl

fund of TYehitista Mete Haw ma It
trx-- lb sa f rA! 14VVfaat la he sa'ue ( anet a lands rMlrteas r n as reaar ether

tffortr-altne- i a jaw snr aa
Th total of state school funda Is

f.I.4S. Of this sum there Is H.-o.- 10

In the Irreducible school fund.
Iteeiflra. the Agricultural College has
SI .&. snd Ihe t'nlversily of Wash
ington 1101. About M.0OO.00O ha
been received from of timber and
school lands lo date. Th principal
must remain Intact. Over li 000.000
has been Invested In bonds bearing
to per cenl Interest. Since Wash-
ington became a state, twenty years
ago. practically all the Income from
the. money loaned has gone In support
the common schools. Only a small
part of the common school lands ha
yet been sold. Land Commissioner
Boas estimates If all th state school
lands were sold loday at Ihe average
prices h has secured In th past two
years, they would bring about 17s. 08..
000. which, loaned at 4 percent, would
produce a permanent annual revenue
of II. 000.000.

r.rOsU.K MEIUlltH.
The death nf George Meredith, oa

May It, at the age of 0 year, re-
moved the moat conspicuous fisrure In
English literature remaining after the
ions nf Swinburne. II was In no sens
a popular writer, although h had
many admirer, som of whom wor-
shiped him lih a singular devotion.
They were evceptlona. however. In
Ihe world of readers. Moat of those
who turn lo novels for ihelr portion of
literature, call Meredith obscure and
many of them cherish for him a posi-
tive dislike. His Influence has not
been exerted directly upon th multi-
tude, but rather through other writers.
Her It haa been profound. There I

hardly one truly ambitious noveliet of
our day who doe not display evident
mark of a study of George Meredith
In style. In manner of casting plots and
In trend of thought. In some rae
th borrowed plumes have been exag-
gerated, and we rind th Mrdlthtan
eltislveneas and love of Innuendo car-
ried beyond all reason. It Is poseib.e
lo classify moat recent novelists ac.
cording to Ihelr prrrno either for
Kipling or Meredith. The cruder and
more rough-and-read- y writrra. like
Jack Ixndon. reeit with Kipling on
every page. Those who as Ire lo a
more cultivated audience, smack of
Meredith.

Meredith was a poet aa well aa a
writer of prose, bul hi novels form hi
principal literary monument, and wi:i
be hie title lo ewriaating fame. If o
ba such a lltl. His enormous In-
tellectual power and striking original-
ity made t Impossible to Ignore George
Meredith while he waa an active factor
In English literature, but now that he
Is dead. It seems posejble that he may
not be long remembered. The diffi-
culties of his style and hi aloofness
from the reader repel many, and Itmay happen that hie merits will not
continue lo I m p res anybody but lit-
erary student, on lh other hand, hemay become widely popular. Quali-
ties of style which strike on genera-lio- n

aa obecure do not perplex theirsuccessors at nil sometimes- - Words-
worth was nhsrun) lo his early con-
temporaries, bul lo us no writer could
be more pellucldly clear. They were
puxxled because he talked of subjects
upon which bla readers had never
thought. We have been educated un
til they are familiar lo ua and. there-
fore, we are at home In his poetry.
Browning. It may be remarked, la notnearly so difficult to reader who be-
gin with him now as he was ten yeai
ago. Their mind poea an apper-relvlr.- g

nidus, as th psyrho!ogita call
It. w hich takes In his Ideas and make
Ihem comfortable.

1.1 Meredith's use of English there
Is no real obscurity. Everything hesay Is apparently straightforward. Hi
sentence are not particularly Involvednor Is his use of words especially
recondite. The difficulty In reading
him does not art from any suchsources as those. The trouble is thatbe simply swarms with Ideas, moet of
which are unfamiliar to us. H looksat things from points of view whichwe never dreamed of. and In looking
he tninrs to which w have si.ways been blind. It follows that In
reading him w are constantly put loIt lo aaslmllate what he saya. Theordinary reader stands toward Mere-
dith like a dull-aitte- d countryman loan alert traveler. No mailer how
simple a question th traveler may askof th duilard. it l not understood. Itmust be repeated. Tim must b givento brood over It and digest It. simply
because the ion of voice, ihe enuncia-tion, th manner of speech nre un-
familiar. Thu It la with MereJ.th. so'r most readers are concerned. He

traveler from a Strang land, andr wits are not simblt enough tokeep up with his glib utterance.
He is mad more difficult by h's Ir-

ritating habit of lei'ir.g his lales by
Innuendo. If It pos;bie
make a remark elusive.)-- . Mered.tha!aa doe so. Temperamentally he
Seems lo abhor Ihe direct statement.Things are hinted at. suggested, allud-
ed lo from afar, but h never leta uscome directly at them. To th man
w hose time la valuable and who haanot too much energy to spend on novelreading, this al-- makes Meradiii. a

scaled book. Most people do not read
no.! M mathematical recreations.
When they t down ts m story, u va
for mental refreshment, and few are
able to ettrket anything tike refresh
ment from algebra To the averse I

mind tieorg Meredith a books are a '
specie of a.get-ra-. Every Sentence Is '
an equation containing sn unknown) j
quantity which must be laborious I

computed. Mi. I. there la rla rf
reedere t o whom all thia cornea e. I

last as there are g.rted men who Work !

problems in the calculus after a hardday's work. l. rest and divert I hem. I

seivea preparatory to a gtod right a
sle-e- To such. Go-or- g Mered.'.h t a
perennial Jcy. part y in spit
of h uretii ncit le. he u a genius of
th ftrat rank, but partly a'.s, berausa
h rontinuaVr gratine their conceit,
'! ran understand true literary rr.'.g.

Be." h keep Ihrm forever mom to
tkfUKlir. frrap!i-t.-,l!y- , "iiltoiitH la
Irown. Jones and t;oMnon tt la
rsanscrit . The mer faci tst one ran
vad Meredith current!? afTord sub-
stantial ground for
"'tire there haa arisen a - of Mer.
Iithiar. much as I her was formerly

sect of Browning worshipers. 1 h
tter have grd-.i::- r merged Into th

ral ranks, as their dem grew tntv
"Mi!r comprehension. II riay b thasm way with t he Mered'tMarv In thorg run.

With lb .li. D.irum or "g
wheat selUnc at 117 per bushel in
Minneapolis, and No I ted at II l In
Chicago. It Is not e.rrn..tij that bread
riots should be reported In New York.
A recent addlilon lo the list of liot.ernment Ignoramuses who have pub-
licly dier'ayed their Ignorance of lh
cause tor present wheat price, la

Agent M. H. Davis, who write
from Europe as follows:

I re4ll. He I.e. Ht If Ihe sjhesl
St ' - 4 Wf Ihe marsel alee.v : i tiats est.rtel al lease "mnive

arreia mots ef rear t ra t pntsia et4
K-- xr ea lh current CJ- - than Ihe Bsutew

lit new ea aM lo ehnw
Th present extraordinary scarcity

and high price for wheat offer con-
clusive ril.lenrs lhat the exportation
of an additional I.O00.0O0 barrel of
flour at a time when iher man hardly
enough lo meet bom requirements,
would ha caused famine prices for
bread two months earlier than they
appeared.

Noi a few express th opinion Hint
Mayor re played hia gam Just a
little loo fin. II wouldn't "conaent."yet wanted to b forced." H desired
lo be an --Independent" candidate, yet
also wanted the Isrmocratlc nomina-
tion. But he couldn't make an active
and open right for lh IVemocratlo
nomination, for lhat would have given
th scheme away ; yet he expected lhat
nomination. Munly. however, beat him
by a small vote. Then his cak was
dough. The fines failed. Unr. It Is
reported on good authority, believe
h could have been elected, by his
finesse, but thst Munly will have no
chance at ail. There I general belief
thai Un wanted and expected Ihe
Democratic nomination, and on lop of
It Intended lo be the "Independent "
candidate. Hut tt was loo fine a'gam
and It eluded Mm.

Th Washington Standard 0vm-pla- l
navs "there are. In Ore-

gon whom the Republican of (ho
tat delichl lo honor." Noi for a

minute. They have not elected
because they delight to honor

them. They ar "getting even" withRepublican rival, whom they denomi
nate - - Fill up lh
blank with lb dewrriptiv and em- -
phatlc words, lo suit yourself, or fromyour recollection of the objurgatory
epithet. Men Ilk Ituehllghi. A! bee.
Kel'.aher and Nottingham are most
ei'.rem of Republican. But Ihey
want lo b It First thing neces
aarv'io this end U to beat all com
potltlv Republican- -, For thla nurixwethey "deiichi lo honor I vrnoc rats"
when Ihey can'l "make It" themselves

AH awelldorn was aroused to In.
tens Interest bordering on excitementwnen lb announcement thai King
Edward II. whi'e in Parts recently
appeared in public va it n his trousers
creased at th sides Instead of at lhfront and rear. Just as a general rushwaa lo be ma.le on Ihe lallor shops to
aecuro Ihe "new crease" wan ex
plained lhat lh King was In Parts
incognito. and probably had h.stmueera creaacd broadst.ie aa a feature or bla disguise. As Ihe man whenincognito may wear anything from
overn.'la lo pajamas, lh excitementabated and th run of fashion's vo-
taries upon the tailors' goose was frus
trated.

r course Ihe first consideration frlh coming municipal election must be
oblalnment of efficient administrationBy election of Mr. Simon this ran be
secured. H haa capacity and know,
edge fit for the dullest. If. Incidentally.
a result ot in election would be a step
towards rebuilding th Republican
party In th city and lh stale, doubt,
lea ther ar some Indeed not a few

no might Ihlnk that not objection
able.

ew i . . .proposals or amendments
under Ihe Initiative are lo be passed
on oy in voter In June. In lhsilence and solitude of the voting
ooom w win turn pit laws at lh- - m ooui . a nunute. There a
solemn deliberation for you. We a
a wise people.

Former Congressman Llvernaeh. of
i .iiforri. ba had hi nam changed
to jm which Is poetic but
difficult. A bilious person Ilk Ljver- -
naah could hav made thine aavsimply by rutting off lh last syllable
ot r.is nam.

They rannot be much longer delayed
those del:gbtfut evenings when it is

Juel warm enough lo sit on Ihe front
torch without a wrap or Idly lounge
in tne softly swaying hammock underin trecav. and lake cold.

Th weather man haa at length
made Ihe anxiously looked for an
nmuTii-- n inn our unusually 1stSpring docs not neceaaanly portend
disastrous f.ood n Jun. W told
) ou so.

The Mad;on.:reet brute appear
to b good enough for everybody who
ha no special Interest in other
brl lge s heme. The next Important
thing Is to i' 1 th Ma tleon bridge.

Senator McCumber. .f North Da-
kota, wants no lumber tariff. North
Iwkota baa no forests or saa mil'., a
lot deenls on where you live.

When la doubt, vote NO.

SILHOUETTES
1T a Turn a. ar.cKrXt'tsr tear i.4 at a w-- J rg are tr'.r

t ooemwewoe.-ner.- t of the tse tortus
and rvoe ar ,.t'.r.g ir.t.

Xlsnr are on t w Seel r.f f r
I j who anrr mswie a bet la ther IJvew.

"III take 4ie reere.ie-.i.,t-- i aa'4n"" 1 !!. hold rg o- -t m stni
IS ber-v-

AH woeort ar beaut ;ful-rtse- sl

th I'fMs tt cm.1

e41 fe,a Menhooa sf4 e',4 bach.
Inehoud la matcMes n teeassXV hlch travels at ! leaser reseew.
best or rr'j' tod. eraia It Is SO erlo catch tt.

a

Trine x.t va ua gwaaa.
Oei a uney room a ms Men

Vet a boy at plax.
VAMh bow and ajuiver laAen

f 't in on Ma way
Trin. not wvn but Oup.d,

I , win hold fcs sway:
lie riot so blind eod nt:p)g

A Sewn reoele say "

A h ram li plaited ruabea,
K'na-ir- merrtiv.- -

"Mai.len, put eead your blushes.
Come a" 1 plar nit"! trie.
Con, and tr p o r Mil and valley.
Round aiH'Ul each tree:Iv shall mske your spirits rally.
Joyous, gay nod fr."

HareTT bad th rna'd deciaed
With is boy to rov.

When hi anesh. b nimbly ilii4 ft
O'er a branch etftov.

Bound lh re they ran er.re prure-d- .
WMie bla web be wove,

T:ll s'aa! his t aa rsplureS
In lh chorda of lov.

A Ota
When Helen etne, I h modest miss.
Tveclaren "lis very wrong to kins.
I really think lhat I ne through. It;

Th lady, rightly understood.
Feel .ist aa any Christian should
he'4 rather roller wrong than do It.

A kiss Is Ik rumor been us tt travels
from mouth lo mouth.

Soto people sham lh devil no by
telling th truth, but by outlytrg him.

a
"There's a great plan lo try head." said

lb husband lo hia wif. "Ah. I e.
replied he; "you Lav la a nutahelL"

a
Men who endeavor lo took courageous

by wearing fierce) mustache are fenlr-m-- c

re --etn s.

Tim la money, they mv. How wilHe-fT-

most of us would be willing lo make aa
eachang.

a a
No woman Is happily married, a ceo-- 4-

Ir.g lo her Idea of thtr.gs. until sh baa
reyected Ihre or four suitors.

When a man follows hia own 1nelna- -
liona bn, seldom goes In lb right direc
tion.

rattene spend his lif plartng nentra
IO ellVI'SM a a a

Tb only sur rut for gtsut Is to rw- -
fornt one s bsbita

riTY I:i.t:cTH M vTTl'.RS

K.v plana I ton of Measure Fertalnlwg
lo C ivil rv ere.

Both of the nmendment Involving
lh ouestlon of civil sen Ire ire pro.
rosed rV the special commute of seven
appointed by lh City Council. on
attthoflaea th appointment by th City
Council of a purct-.aelr.- g icenl for th
rltr. who shall to eaempt from lh
civil scrvic rulra. To lh appoint!-
rower I deiegsted the nulhotltr in
ex h com pen sat Ion of such an ofnclal.
Th other amendment place th bur-
den of proof oi discharged civil serrir

rnploye a.
Ihe amendment creating h office of

purchasing agent reads aa toilow:
III iMmml lr.nl s e4 sltusm 'ens I t

sn v.of-- .t.si e tdmitii.lf ite e r, 1 wf t
cor al-i- l e Sseile e.e 'e I ' --

n h sfcs-- t--e ascensinea If erea
empet it essmlnsttew ttl esse I s a

nte.nw In as pervtde. t r la IMS
t(MO Tre sr .nol ef this article ee-al-

ere I III Inoisit-- St ef I ofTi-- a.

p.sees v.e eep' re tt la IS. i Hip si I -
ef lee ritv. .ir.fl I He rl . - r r. Allp8l'il chosen pe-- . election er hr a.

fin ' m.e t . I Sa I euri''l. H merahers ef
all Hoards aat eewailw4ntt Ihe JaAtslsea cl tss ef elections iti ceil-- ef I

IT.r A lr r. Ihf Kef er,ir III- - Cur
Tee assr-- f. lh- - lif I 1 I e . I en aief

iir Kr.;ne-- r f I he We'ee leparv.
rnertl aa Ihe swteltit e. trie Vvt! eervtiW

e mm is 4 on. iiis ftisiore t
rtemsetn ef ihe lie is lirranm.nl. the
ruiti!t! Inepecioe. fur hatt.g Afssvt as4taa U rar.aa

Section Ii7 of ih chatter Is amend-- d
so as to place th burden of proof

In nil ease on Ihe discharged emplaye
Who IS iutieri to the ctvvl aercle rules.Ihe proposed amendment resd as fol-
lows:

Xe employ la th elaeaine a el - tl ssnv
W ti Shs.l dirt Hi" pe I maseal 1, fsniaiH
em- -, the pi . i . . .n this aiilr shall

r m a er il x hlil esrept for esuse.
a nrlllen imir.l ef sh.tV in gener!
terms, shall lfi4 .t h to ar.d a 4oileat A4 II h Ihe comm. sioa Ac-- em

"I removed an. it hia lea 4ii fram
his reme.si. fii wtrh I He ruir miMr a
wellies) Semsnd foe aee-laslioe- if , - a
temeet eh. I nr If it ehall t h.er-- :

s pl--.r I the cvmmissiea ivat the eis
rhsrs or rrmei st wss f e i.n:itlral r

reasnn er sa riot In food fait,
foe I he roar-pos- ef Impfettr Ihe pubjtft srri
lee. Ihs matter ehs.l fcihal'h h r. i W I

taiH h t or h f . .. t ) mis inn ir a. rer feefne some c 1 e ee r--aei srpe:nia t jIs ere. m .oa ( .c thai purpose The aa- -

etlesri" sha'f h Is Ihe Se
terrmnetlon ef I he naeetl in ef ntelher sv n
removal ee niafhltja ass ef Hal not f n
soltirsl ee l.ii.u or a as car vasent enede In fatia for t&e ruie --f
Irr.p.-eo-i- lh seralre he ltarnea
ef se prrw--f It.a.l h ajf rn Hie el.aehsrre
enspiove a an esi n jman.fla lee t ....
teiea Snd lhat ttae emtea r o
eertllaM lo hiarairsial r mar affirm h .a
reraeasa. Th fcadlr.es ef sir h aalos.
ec ef eaeh if.cer er tasrd, V hen S pr. a

Ir Ihe com m i we. n. I rar ft tta t h
er'-r;- atf.-.e- . and efcsll fi.rinnt.il
er. f neee d II eaar- a eJJ ,r

Anr saii-ol- .a awrhnr-ir- ear svspead n
saatMaf A Inste for a laaanaahM petd net
tio--il r a ix fear u a susj-enaja- if
Sfmrriri mm, ihn oar a year. sij e
at med a eemoae! sad la laaeetiss
li.-e- la I e meava-- r- I ut U s I ssr t.me
1 h- - a an .1 rr th.,e i'.r sarhearna- st.s.l
at.o:ati any effio er j earner!., ee r--4a'

Ihe asmh-- r .f anpiaav dierhsreee er.s.i
be tn It.e Ir.iaiaa eeder c.f s
and It sva ef i( i. e piece iha aia.l M

!. 4 ee maatatre. Ida Tl. . . , o i,.uaeaed loin - is emacarr em p. , I
all " prefer 1 f : e 'ev.c . marl an

ISe eceer ef r h i . atieeVsiar
TV rrtnm airm sh L on ear Wrare ttaa

esi Iter ef iaaaiff f a last treks laIt Vfeae foe 1 r si.....- - . the , 4,ulju
a rr tt aS.alai cs ens arl-.e- a afc. a,,
In f Ihe ra'i;ral rl.il 1 er r. aridas s.ccestloas II esse atmrir for ..,
moe at.'lianl s ' --r cir.if; i rf I, p.r- -
p. . of ir-- s'l'ir . - y f m s r re
S i - a r i ri . lu oa a a raastniaa, at earre sea shi I laa

7 h rtral lt raS-ii- 1a af all fl , m

p' ' aed em.-io- . mts ae 1 !, :

aeeai.a tr ..! a .d ah.,r ror-nt-ie
T - . c t laa asiera ag t- -


