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ENMINUTE CULTURE: COURSES OF FAMOUS MEN

Ambassador Bryce ‘among the prominent living

men who read for culture’s sake

GUH'I-

. fewer books than President Eliot of Har.

vard

droposes-to put upon his five-foot
k-shelf~President Garfield used

his

ureau as a book-shelf, reading while he
dressed for the day.

SHELF of thres, or at most of

A five feet, which Presldent Ellot,
of Harvard, contemplates mak-

Inx, upon which may be placed all the J
books any one nesda to read, no one
af thém more than 160 minutes a day,
arder to galin a place among men
and women of cultivation, a8 5 much
larger shelf than many men hive
found necessary to attain cultivation.
James Bryce, Ambaszador from
Great Britatn to the United Etates, re-
cently sald that he had found it casier
tn memorize Fomer In the original
Breek than t¢ commit tha English of
John Milton to In that brief
confession 1s discovered one of
Mr. Bryce's hablts with respect to
books. His wartous publieations, and
espocially his profound work on the
Amerle tepublic, must have in-
exhausative reading of books.
But that reading was professlonal. To
memorize Homer, seizing a few leisure

In

memory.,

to be

an
volved

moments each Jday for that purpose,
OF th master Mllton, constituted appar-
ently much the grester part of the
reading deona hy Ambassador Bryca
chisfly with the Intent to obtain a
higher ocultiyation, and as g mental
recreation
Many

American men of affalrs thus

enizs a few moments of the day to
rend some ons of the classics or to
follow some favorite author, and teo
minutds & day, the time sot fpart by
President Ellot, will in the course of
& mbnth or a year maka It possible to
o what In the aggregale seems an

amazing amount of reading. Amerl-
rans who hiave galoed triumphs at Lhe
bur and in publie lHfe or in finance,
nnd two &t least who have served as
Frasident of the United States, have
mnade cholece of dally companionship
with books as Ambassador Bryce con-
fersen he has done.
Tha great lawwvar, Rufus Choate,
who was a cousin of Jomsph H. Choate,
read enormousiy. He submitted to tha
monym al Iabor of reading avery
decided by the highest court of
Massachusetta, and then propared a
bhriaf, first for one wide and then for
the athar, s0 that ha might master
every and this was dona while
atlll angaged In professional practicae
unsurpsssed by any member of thae
New Enongland bar. Choate. however,
hed an impromptu bookshelf, much
rmallar than the one President Ellot in
to make. The apare place on the top
of hia dressing table was that book-
shelf. Joseph H. Choate sald recently
to one of the foremost lawyera of New
York that Rufus Cheate once sald

aen

CRES,

to
him, "Remember, Joseph, that thess
are the four great Fnglishmen—
Bhakespeare, Mlilton, Bacon end Fd-

mund Burke. Read theso In your spars
moments, and when you have mas-
tered them you have maatersd all that
is worth while that has been written
by Englishmen,*”

Thesa, and a copy of Homer brush- |

Ing covers with Virgil,
Lauecretius, were upon Choate's dressing
table. The ~book was opened, and
Choate was In communion with Grpece
or Rome while dressing. In the course
of this mental entertalnment a quar-
ter of an hour upon rising and no
more than that \uwm' retiring, Choate
imitted to memory much of Homer
and of Virgll, and nearly alt of Horaca.

One of the Nation's great Secretaries
of State, Willlam L. Marcy, who, when

en

in tha Benate. coined the epigram, "To
the wictors belong the spolls” by
which the uss of patronage for par-
tisan purpose was defended, was of
rugged, stern quality of mind. Ha
seemed phlegmatie, seelng men and
avents In cold photographis accuracy.

and It was a surprise to many to learn
that he snatched a few moments sach
day from "occupations that were en-
grossing te read the Greek poets, turn-
ing to them, as the Musselman turns
to Meccs, for consolation and for rest.

One warm SBummer afternoon Gov-
ernor Marey went to his room In Ball-
ston Spa, N. Y. to take. as was his
custom, a nap of an hour. Late In
the afternoon they went to eall him.
They found him 1lylng upon the bed
with an open Plato upon his breast,
and they thought he was paacafully
sleeping, but  they could not awaken
him, for he had passed away with
Fiato in his hands,

Culture Reading of Two Presidents.

James A. Garflald chose mome of the
classlcs for the reading that glves mental
entertalnment and rest His tempera-
ment was buoyant, and [ife for him was
opportun! Hin reading was very wide,
but he erved the classics for his
lelsura moments, 10, 15 or 2 minutes being
taken during the course of the Aay
that pu Like Rufus Choate,
field kept thess captured
tiquity upon hia dressing table.

One of his cabinet officers, who callad
early ons morning upon business of sud-
den emergency., was summoned by the
FPresident to hla dressing-room. Upon
the table lay a copy of Virgil opened at
eng of the Eologues. Thea Prealdent,
cbsarving that the eoves of his cablnet
officer wandered curiously to the open
ook sala: :

“¥ou are looking at my Virgik I
read A few
daw.
Forace,
ing
ful

other

for
Gar-
voleces of an-

one,

8 from him almost every
Sometimes my fancy turns o
and T find groat delight In rexd-
a little of Cnesar. What a wonder-
writer he fiive one or the
¢ books open on my dress-
ing table, so that as soon ax I arise 1
can say good momning to Virgll or to
Horace. I bava dene this for many
yonrs.™

No President,
was probably

wasl I
of t

not

even Garfield, who
widely read man
who had President up

day, vast and comprehensive
range af reading as Theodore Roosovelt
And Roossvelt differs from

most
been eloected

File had =o

most Teaders
in the possession of one faculty which
I phenomenal and almost unique.

Bty Genrge Travelyan, Macaulay's
nephew and blographer, related to an
American various anecdotes of his uncle
whivh illustratad the

incomprehensible
nbility of Macaulay to master a page at
& giance, and a book of many pages In
arn hour, ke oftan read with an open
book in his hand as he walked the streets,

i

Horace and |
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A sort of sixth sense, that of perception,
mads [t ensy for him to thread his way
along a crowded London pavement, with-
out Jjostling or being Jostled, still read-
Ing Fom an open book. As he read he
asnimilated and remenbered. That s
& power which Theodore Roosevelt pos-
menses. By a single Intention of his ays,
he masters in an Instant a printed page.
It is not superficial reading with him. It
18 a girft of vislon, which but few have
possessed. He knows the printed words
by some all comprehending communica-
tlon instantly made between the eyes and
the mind, and what he Thus reads he
remembers.

At the Philadelphia Nationsl conven-
tion of the Hepubllcan party which
pluced Roosevelt in nomination for Vice-
FPreaident, he was the center of the
tumultuous excltement and Buspense of
the occaslon. McKinley's renomination
was assured. Roasevelt's pominsation tor
Vice-President would be mads by ac-
clamation If he were willing to permit
it to be done. When ths excltement was
at fever hoat, an intimsats friend of
Roosevelt found him seated with com-
posure and at perfect peace in the inner
roumnm of his spartment. To a siranger
he would have appeared as a leisuraly
suest, passing the time with a book. He
was reoading one of the classics He
turned the Isaves with ¢the aswiftnoes
with which tha shuttle files in the loom.
One glanca and the whole PAgs ‘'was
absorbed, and then the next was in lHke
manner encountsred and mastsred. If he
led a strenuous life in the Whits Housa,
thare were sllll many peaceful and happy
moments with the books that took him
far away into communion with tha great
minds of the past.

The late Charles A. Dana weas giftad
with tha power of absorbing a printed
pages with something Hke the instant
imprisonment of an object by a flash

| of lighit upon the négatlve of o camera.
to |

And, In fact, the perfect optical adjust-
ment to the columns of & newspaper and
the tranemisalon of the printed words
to the retina occourred with photographio
accuracy, So, also, he would muaster
the page of a book. Mr. Dana's reading
was wvarled. But it was somstimes
thought that the few momentis that hae
snatched from nls editorial work to turn
to Gray's Botany wers «the chlef com-
forta of his busy hours. He read those
pages not as a toxtbook or handbopk,
but for companionship. His face would
beam with the pledsure hs found In this
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communion’ with the work of Professor
Gray.
Oattle Baron's Coat Pooket Library.

But reading of this kind is by mo
means confined to men of professional

life. There are many men absorbed,
apparently, in wvast business undertak-
Ings who have leagned how to cultivates

for a few moments each day companion-_

ship with ths !mmortals who have writ-
ten.

A gentleman who was traveling upon

a rallway train between Chlcagoe and
New York observed Patrick A. Valen-
tine, one of

the foremost business in-
tellects of Chicago and New York, much

ocoupied with a pockst volume, one of
those littls and conveniently bound
books that are the delight of readers

who are fond of carrying s beok in the
pocket. The common undsrstanding of
Mr. Valentine i= that e {5 a man who
thinks beef, and breathes beef, and that
ha watches with mental vislon the cat-
tie on a thousaand hills, or browsing
upon the ocean-like pampasa of Bouth
America—in other words, & besf baron.
It would be presumed that if Mr. Val-
entine read anything but statistics, and
the reports telling of the world's maxc-
kets, he would be studying the dry
figurks of the fnanclal columns of tha
DEWEpaApErs. Biut instead of that he
had discovered that the men who wrote
for Greece or Romae might have written
only yesterday, 50 near and immediate
Is thelr thought,

Mr, Valentine, on that rallway jour-
ney, was reading from a Latin claszic
that had been well thumbed, and appar-
ently was a familiar pocket pleca, And
this gentleman reported that when AMr.,
Valentine mads his prolonged excursion
to the Argentines to make vast nosgoti-
atlons for the cattle that feed on the
luxurious B7asses there, he took for
companions some of the Latin clasalcs,
pockat editions with fiexible covers, well
bound and of good print. With them,
this man of great business achievements
passad his lelsure moments. He read
and re-read them as bove do Robinson
Crusoe or Monts Cristo, snd they ware
his joy and perfect mental refreshment.
Mr. Valentine does not need a shelf three
feet or five in length, for the olassics
he studias can be couvenlently carried In
his pockat or hism drass sult case.

The Summer of 1858 waa In New Tork
Chtr and its vicinity unbearably hot be-
cause of the humidity. But for asix
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oosevelt buried in a~classic while he was
3 he ce‘f::r_of the tumulf of the Republican
National Convention of 1 900—"The dress

suit case librarg that Beef Bt.:ron Valen-

tine took with him to Argentine when he

went there to corner the. cattle markel—
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weelks when the Dog Star relgns the !
late Frederick D. Tappan, who was
chairman of the Clearing-house Assocl-
atlon in New York Clty, went exactly

upon the hour of one o'clock to the
Clearing-houss sullding to count and
welgh the gold which was coming In

great volumes from Europe, one hundred
milllons in all. And it was discovered
one day, when Mr. Tappan was on his
wny from the bank of which he was
preaident to the Clearing-house, that he
carried. so to speak, his bookshelf in
the pocket of his Summer coat. In that
way many of Mr. Tappan's friends for
the firat time learned what bpoks he
read for recreation and cultivation.

In the rlght hand pocket of his busi-
Dess coat Mr. Tappan was accustomed
to carry each day certificates, usually
in denominations of 310,000, and never
lesa than a milllon in all, with which
the Clearing Houses pald for the gold
depositad with It. These certificates
were, in fact, warshouse recaipta for
this gold, and when properly indorsed
they weres recelved In the Clearing
House In payment for debit balances
Bt each day’'s exchanges. A friend met
Mr., Tappan almost exactly under the
shadow of the herole statue of Wash-
ington, in front of the Subtreasury,
and sald to the banker that he would
ko to look at the certificates, for he
had heard that they were beautiful
specimens of engraving.

Mr. Tappan thrust his hand into his
coat pocket, and withdrew from It, not
the bundle of certificates, but a French
novel instead. It was a paper-covered
novel, and within a day or two had
been received by & booksaller whose
specialty is the importation of the bet-
ter class of French and German fle-
tion. The volume was of about the
thickneds and shape of the buneh of
Clearing House certificates, which,
when properly indorsed, were good for
a million in gold. By some chance
Mr.. Tappan had put the bunch of cer-
tificates in the left hand pocket, and.
S0 IL happened that plunging his hand
into the pocket in which he customar-
vily carried the certificates, he with-
drew the French novel

Thea banker’'s socret was out. He
confessed to having devoted some leis-
ure time every day to the réading of
the French masters of fletion, past
and present. That was his literary
recreation, And he was seif-taught in
French. He began by reading the oas-
ie#r French with no other ald than & )
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French and English dictionary and so

economized his time as to be able to
spend never less than half an hour
a day upon this study. At last he

mastered reading French, although he
never spoke It fluently. And he was
& frequent visitor st the shops in New
York City, where the modern and the
classic literaiure of France was mold,
#0 that in the course of au very busy
life as president of one of the oldest
of New York banks, and for many
Years chalrman of the Chicago Clear-

Ing House Assoclation, he nevertheless

gained that fine cultivation which dls-
tinguished him in this waey. He usu-
ally carrled a French book 1in his
pocket and had one convenlently at
hand on his table at home, and a
shelf muech less than five feet In
length would contain the French clas-
slca that he collected.

Within a few months what
many years the most famous
York Citys hotels, the Fifth
was torn down, and In place of It &
colossal business structure has been
srectad. ‘With the Fifth Avenue Hotel
thea name of Amos R. Eno is asso-
ciated. He bullt it years ago, and it
was only ome of many real estate
ventures in New York which brought
to Mr. Eno one of the very great for-
tunes possessed by New York men. He
W8S an aggressive and yet eminently
Just business man, very busy, but stil
baving that pecullar atmosphere of
cultivation which |s commonly asso-
clated with men whose life is among
booksa. He gained that polish by a
course of reading which would have
Involved a bookshelf not over five feet
long, although he collected many rare
books,

Mr.

was for
of New
Avenue,

Hno began

many yYears ago the
study of Fr¥nch without a teacher. Ha
took 10 or 1§ minutes cach day to study,
with the grammar and lexicon, the
French langunge. At last he waa able
to read Fenelon's Telemaque, and was
happy to discover that he ocould read

somelmes a page without turning more
than onece or twice to the lexlcon.

And
&0 he went om, still seif-taught, until at
jzat he read French with facility. The

French literature was the entertalnment
of the leisure moments of each d&y, and
he found his mind sttmuldted, andg o fino
reaction from the exoessive cares of busi-
neas life In his study.

What & Master of English Read.
On & recent railway trip frem Waash-
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Pocket libraries of other famous men.

30 nlso the iate

Ieimup n

e each

d
from some of
writars. And
him what he
English 0
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ington to New TYork, the Chief Justice
of the BSuprems Court of t{he Unlted
States traveled In company with a clls-
tinguished cltizen of Utlca, N. Y. Chietr
Justice Fuller, within a few moméents
after the train was out of the Washing-
ton statlon, asked his traveling com-

panion if he had known Roscoe Conkling.
whose home waa In Utica. And when In
reply it was sald that he had had ac-
qQuaintance with Conkling for IMANY Years,
the Chlef Justice asked all manner
questions bearing upon Conkling's
cal iife, his professional WOrk,
ticularly his reading. For It seemed to
Chief Justice Fuller that any who
commanded =0 admirable an English st le
a8 Conkling possessed must bave Pursuasg
A coursa of reading, particularly
inglish poets; although there
thing In Conkling's styie that
him of Hooker, the English ciergyman,
who was so constantly studied by
late Senator George- risbie Hoar,
The Chief Justice learned that
ling was not a wide reader, but that
day passed when he “did not turn to &
page at least of some ome of the Erent
English prose writers, and now and then
to Milton. His library of the classics, rep-
resenting the books which he cultivated,
could have been placed upon a little shelr
He was ailso fond of fiction.
Iy that In which a
In Beptember of
field, then candidate for President, g
ited New York (o0 hold an important
consultation with the Republican
ors, Maine had been lost to the
publicans at the state slection, nnd
anxlety was great It especially
desirable that Senntor Conkiing
take part in this conference. But when
Lthe lenders met at the Fifth-Avenue Hotel
Conkling was not
evarywhere for him, but
him, and the confeMunce
finished without him,
“"Conkling is still
was csulking or not,
good time. In the
the late PFrederick A, Conkling, near
lowear FIfLh the great Benator
remalned thrae days as a guest, not Boing
oul excapting In the His sols
companion., except family,
Was & copy of Oulda’s “Under Two
Flage.! He read that povel through
while In that seclusion and be praiscd
this work of fiction highly. He WAas very
fond of the play Richelisu, either when
acted or a8 a reading play. But [t wWas

of
politl-

and par-

ona

of the
WaE Fome-
reminded

the

Conk-

no

and especial-
tale of action ls told.
1880 A

James Gar-

lead-
Ro-
the

wWas

should

there. They
could
began
&0 that |t

sulking.”*

searched
not find
and was
was sald,
Whethor ha
was having a
of his brother,

he
nouse

AvVenue,

evening.
Is brother's

the chapter In

acribes Rawdon Cis

the banknote lLord

Bharp around the t

intended to lond the platal to ba
used In his expected duos!

Chauncey M. Depew once suald 1 the
writer e had pot read a4 no
thirty He saw ple of r
and In all it phases, ecaling
for it in the pag
other hand, a long- f De-
pew's, one of the L
centrated upon
Willlam D. Bishop, who began the merg-
ers which have now developed int thin
ETeAl systems known 25 the New Y .
New Haven “ Hartfoy " nid,
found time almoat every o read
some ochapter of a novel.

Stern of face, qulet b with ths sug-
gestlon of iron dete®Mainnt ) J
manner, e would not Judge B f
sight ns 11 -
elightest lon. {
round such ecultiv o d I
reading of ki in the davn
of his Bummer wacatio at Sarn
he spent many hour € i vara "
of the hotel, absort L works
of fiction.

In that respect Mr. By hled
a college mate of hils, irda
became president of
Dwight. ¥For when )
is wvacation
Hills, he car
curlously enc
tha now al
late Dr. J, G
him much of his mental re . byt
the fiction he pPresorved o ot do
more Lhan Nil a "ahelf flve rfoer long.

The Newspapers His Librawy.

Jeremiah S B izen of Fenn-

avivanin, who he the office
| iary of State, thera o
that state to hold @ iflice
present Secretary, Mr
by Presldent ft. was
repder And yet he found his
ciniation in recreaty reading
| pupar. Profound lawyer as he
| Judgs,
i if he had ]
| paper, beginnir ne 4
| the first column and ry word
1 Including a7l
Judge Bl once o
\ that in reading a new spap
tured the nparatives or ace
and ramors of wars, of poiitica, of birtha
and deaths until at last the NOWeDADEr
at he thus read Cashic i for i
sEmogony that } tihe b r thn
any told by history W = b
:vebrows fringis 1 rims ¢ bLig
| Apectacies, his Roman nose D g like
n gulding his KEe
aca b t O
| I n plc - 11 k
I.’\n‘--‘.’l-_'u:l 1 he ¢ 1 as
good ns Homoer I TR Al
ports, and T
[ American
néws colamr
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