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ENCROACHMENT ON STATE SCHOOLS.

The Oregonlan cannot help but
think that the views of Princlpal Win-
fleld 8, 8mith, of tha Brownsville High
School, on the relations which ought
o prevall between tho teaching pro-
fession and the denominational eol-
leges of the state are somewhat per-
verted by prejudices. Roeaders will re-
call the letter which was printed in
the paper Tuesday from Mr. Smith,
together with one from President Ho-
man, of WhHiamette University. Dr.
Homan had sent word to thes Browns-
ville schon! that he aexpected “‘to run
& first—claas normal course’™ In his uni-
versity next year, and asked for a list
of Mr. Smith's sraduntes, purposing,
of course, to guther in ar many of them
a8 he could. The list whs sent to Wil-
lamette, but with 1t went the rather
ungraclious letter from Principal
Smith, which at his request was print.
od Tuesduy in The Oregonlan. Upon
the =pirit and content of this letter it
miy not be inappropriate to make
SOmMeé commant.

Mr. Smith begins by telllng Dr. Ho-
man,in plain terms that conditions in
Oregon mako It “absolutely Impossible
for his inatitution O carry out s
promisea for a long time to come.”’ In
Other words, the venerable college at
Salem cannot, In Mr. Smith's opinlon,
keep Ita word with the students who
may resort thither next Year for a nor-
mnl course. This s a question whera
fMots are much mors valuable than
any preconcelved behefs. If Willam-
ette Univerzity has n model training
school with a kindergarten, a corps of
specially aducnted instructors In the
art of tenching and a museum of mod-
ern appliances for classroom waork,
then It can kKeop its promises to glve
a good normal training. Otherwisa it
cannot. In Oregon, as in other states,
there has boen a good deal of humbug
practiced upon persons swho wished to
laarn the art of teaching. They wers
made to bolleve that they wero recely.
ing a special professlonnl education
when In reality they pursued nothing
fmoreé than an ordinary grammar or
high school course. This disingenu-
ous practice haos brought reproach
upon everything that goes by the name
“normal,” the denominational schools
sharing it In no Erente

r degree than
the schools supported by the state,
This part of Mr. Smith's letter Dr,
Homan may Possibly refute by pub-

lishing the exaot facts concerning hils
normal equipment and teaching force.

Frinetpal Smith then tells Dr. Homan
that the latter's letter “betrays a hos-
tility to the Siate University and the
Btate Normal Schools and shows
university's Intention to encroach npon
the work of professtionnl praparation
af teachors for publie school serviee."
A candid reader will search Dr Ho-
man’'s letter In vain for slgns of any
such hostility., In fact, the contrary
Tealing is expressed, for he says that
he desires “to get Into closer relations

your

With the high schools of tha state '
This language indicates friendship
rather than enmity. At any Tate, it

showas that the presidont of Willamette
hue discovered swhat it toolk the faculty
of the Btate University a good while to
learn, that the only feaders upon which
the colleges can depend in the long
Fun are the city high schools. Just
why o denominational college has not
the same right as the university at Ey-
gene to advertise for students in the
high schools it 1s very difficult for a
bystander to discern. As o encoroach-
Ing upon *“the work of pProfessional
preparatlon of teachers for public
school service,” Mr. Smith can hardly
have consldered his language very
¢hrefully. What law gives a monop-
oly of this work to the State University
And normal echools? What shadow of
reason is there for calling Willamette
classes for teachers an encroachment
any more than its ciasses In law and
madicine? The State Unlversity has a
lmw sohool and a medionl school, as

well as o normal department. Are
All these flelds of education snered

ground which no outsider may Intrude
upon without sacrilege?

If "Willametste's lnck of equipment
makes her offer of a teachors' course
an “"encroachment,” what shall we say
of the same lack at Eugene? Is there
& model school ot the State University?
A kindergarten? A museum of edy-
cational appliances? One may venturs
to suggest that If promises are likely
to be broken at one school, thers is
sthout the same llkelihood at the other.
The pot incurs a certaln risk when it
calla the kettle black. It i# humiliat-
ing that there should be 80 much mis-
ropresentation connected swith these

so-called courses for teachers, but
nothing Is guined by ocovering the
nakedneas of both schools with a

gunny sack and proclaiming it a gunny
#ack for one while for the other It ia
held to be a robe of purple and fine

linen. The simples truth is that there
is not today =a respectable training
s¢lvool Tfor teachers In Oregon and
never has been one. Nor is there
likely to be one for some time, Sl

this lamentable fact does not rightly
confer on the state university a mo-
nopely of humbug. Willamette is en-
titled to her share if she chooses to
clalm it.

When Principal Smith says he doea
not belleve there “can be. any sym-
pathy between denominational schools
and state Institutions, Your strength
Is our weakness.'" he talks nonsonse.
There s plenty of sympathy between
the Disciples’ theological seminary st
Bugene and the atate university. The
two schools undoubtedly strengthen
each othor. The same s true of simi-
lar arrangements et many state
.

triuly shrawd, they would all build sub-
sidiary seminaries arcund the univer-
sity and save themsealves expense while
they gave thelr students Improved class
tralning. The only difference betwesn
& decent sectarlan school and a state
school Is that the former is permitted
to teach a oreed. In evarvthing else
its Instruction must colneldae with what
the state schoois give, as far as it goea
At any rate. Mr. Smith's reference to
the “recent struggle of France to free
her schools from denominationalism”
s scarcely in point here. There 18 no
evidence that Dr. Homan purposes to
make Methodists out of the persons
Wio resort to Balem for a coursg in
pedagogy. John Wesley's name would
no: be heard In the class-rooms from
one year's end to another, Whether
on the other hand Dr. Homan can
make teachers out of them with his
faculty and equlpment is, as we have

suggested, a question of fact and not
of theory.

EEFORM ONCE MORE.

Councliman Willa i= the lat
former ta undertake the Augean task
of cleaning up the town. He does not
profess to have such high and holy
motives as some others, but he seems
to be Inspired by a deaire to show that
the profession of the Lane adminls-
tration that it stands for purity and
all the known virtues s a delusion.
Ha is succeeding with startling results;
or, perhaps not so startling, slnce |t
has been known averywhere in Port-
land axcept at the City Hall that gam-
bling and every style and variety of
vice flourish In Portland as they have
ever flourished. It is reported, and is
probably true, that about forty games
have been recently running in Port-
land without the slightest molesta-
tlon from the police or &ny other
Ruthority.

Where ia the moral squad? What
has become of that delectable bunch
of police purltans? Have .the deni-
rens of our persecuted lodging-houses
and other places all been reformed or

e5t re-

been lawfully married, s0 that the
occupation of the purity brigade ia
gone? Or has the gsquad become

alarmed by the public outburst against
Its Infamous mathods, ceased 1ts activi-
ties, and withdrawn from the fleld,
leaving ruln and havoce in its wake.
The proprietors of Portlgnd lodging-
houses will testify that “ruin  and
havoc” are the right words, for thelr
business has been  sadly injured
through the misgulded efforts of this
officlous bunch.

We shall hear from the Cilty Hall
that the Mayor is not responsible for
the negligence, or worse, of his po-
Hee. If that ls true, he ls not respon-
aible for anything his administration
does, from the Mayor down. Probably
he 1sn't.

AUTO SPEED FIENDS,

In few cities are ay
dangerous than in
not due to any unusual manin for
Bpeed In this <ity, but to narrow
sireets. Reckless autolsts are prob-
ably not relatively more ndmerous
here than elsewhere, but they are
certalnly a graver menace than in
most citles. Recent events show them
more dangerous than t¥phoid water or
impure miik, about which physiclans
are fond of telling. Many of the doc-
tors, however, have autos.

Bpeed specialists who race a street
in stralght-away course glve the pub-
¢ some chance of escape, since peo-
ple afoot can stop, look and listen, and
then wait for the whizzing lawbreaker

1to speeders mora
Portland. This s

10 pass on, But speeders who curve
corners give no such chance. Their
coming 18 unsesn and unkeard. Nar-

row streets, constricted the more hy
double tracks of streetcoars, shut off
both sight and sound of the death
messengers. Portland’s street carners
are terrorized continuously by deadlv
“Joy riders,”” who desplse the walking
throng dnd delight in making It jump
and scatter and ETOwW angry when per-
sons afoot move not alert enough,

These flends are sure io be taken In
hand by the power of the public to
suppress deadly nuisances. The cor-
rective rule Is llkely to be so stern that
much of the “Joy" will be taken away,
Some day a jury may take the view
that an guto fiend who dashes without
warning upon a man in ths street may
expect 1o be outdistanced by an aveng-
Ing bullet. That would be a race the
Epeeder could not win.

IT the speedy wuto as a deadly nuls-
ance cannot be abolished, it may he

confined to designated Streets. Espe-
clally women and children should

have streets safe from anuto devlls,

THE SMOHELESS CITY.

“The smokeless American city Is
coming in the very near future.* This
is the belief of John Llewellyn Coch-
rane, &8 scl forth In an article in a
recent number of the Review of Re-
views., It is the bellef, more correctly
epeaking, of Government aclentistn
who are engaged in pointing the way
toward the possibllities of undefiled air
in the great manufacturing centers of
the country, and the basi. of the bellef
is clearly stated by Mr. Cochrane. It
is asserted, Indeed, that beHef in this
matter has developed Into certainty,
and that it is only a question of time
when manufscturers and others will
learn the way.

The question is one of economy as
well as of health and slghtliness, and
the Government's Investigation of the
smoke problem has been an incident
merely In the study of ceonserving the
fuel supply of the country, of which
enormous waste has been Eolng an for
years. It has been found that the scl-
entific abatement of smoke menns its
transferance into force through better
combustion, which, of course, means
the use of less coal. It has been
found, further, that each' type of doal
may be burned practically without
discharging smoke in FOme type of
furnace, or with séme kind or me-
chanical atoker. Among the highly
interesting factors that will attend the
application of this proven fact to prac-
tical uses, according to Government
sclentista, is the gas engine, or, as en-
gineers term it, the “internal combus.
tion motor,” which s absolutely
smokeless and built without chimney.
On tha basls of economy the close
friend and active coadjutor-of the in-
ventor all along the line, it 1s declared
that this self-contained exponent of
conserved force may yet displace the
steam engine; but this is as yet meroly
& prediction based upon a possibility.

Another factor that looms up in the
near distance through an atmosphare
divested of smolke is the establishment
of central heating plants in large clitleos
to supply heat to thousands of homes
as the water plant suosplies water.
This means the abolishment of the In-
dividual furnace, with its enormous
waste in smoke, ashes and carelessly

dispensed heat, and it will be a baoon |

to the householder and housekeeper
second only to that of running water
in the houss.

Btil another factor noted is the Io-
cation of immense gas-producer plants
at the cosal mines and the turnipg of
this gas Into electric power for long-
distance transmission, or for being
piped to sub-stations near ErTeat manu-
facturing centers, there to be used in
gas engines, and to develop power and
heat as economy demands or oocasion
requires. Along with the smokeless
city will come smokeless riilway travel

—4 traveler's dream that passed into

reality In New York when, on the first
day of July of last year, every smoke-

emitting passenger locomotive was
banished from Manhattan Island.
All of this and much more has

passed beyond the realm of conjecture
into the prosalc domain of fact, It
foreshadows, according to the Govern-
ment experts, the saving of from
$100,000,000 to twice that sum annu-
ally In the country’'s coal bill; the ulti-
mate solution of the domestic heating
problem; the obviation of the disa-
greeable Jabor and dirt necessarily as-
soclated with the operation of hot-alr
furnaces and steam and hot water
boilars in the basements of our homes:
lIong-distance gas transmission: rid-
ding rallway travel of the smoke and
cinder nulsance, and creiating A mar-
ket for an immense bulk of low-grades
coals which are practically valueless
for steam furnaces, but which may be
econamically converted into gas, ren-
dering them of high commercial value,

The study and {ts presentment will
Eo far to quiet the fears of those who
sce the world reduced to a fuelless
state 2 hundred or more yvears hence
from the enormous waste In coal and
wood that s golng on in every quar-
tar.

ON THE DEARTH OF POETS.

Of a lamentable dearth hboth of
preachers and poets there has been
bitter complaint In our times. Most
of the schools swherae ministers are
Baid to be educated utter o more or
less contlnuous wall over the falling
off In thelr class rolls. while as to
poets we have none at all. Thers are
students enough In the schools where
poets are tralned, but for some reason
the training does not produce the ex-
pected fruits. The tree Is pruned and
staked with admirable assidulty, but,
while It sometimes blossoms, it always
disappoints at the season of the gath-
ering. To drop into plalner apeech,
our colleges offer numerous courses
In English literaturs and composition,
but they do not therewithal develop
poets. Ili-disposed carpers have lald
the blame on the collegea themselves,
alleging that their courses exert a sort
of negntive effect: Lthat they avither up
and blight whatever genius. comes
within thelr desolating vicinity: but
while there may be some truth in the
accusation, still it 1s not the whole
truth. When a man really has poetie
power, it 18 In vain that a college fac-
ulty may try to stifle {t. It bursts
forth in spite of all they can do.

To be sure, the greatest of all poets
never trod the uplifting corridors of
any cirllege. Bhakéspeare bloomed
and ripenaed in the school of life.

So
did Burns, who unquestiodably bore
aff the Iyric palm In modern times.

The ancient Greek poets sere sadly
deficien! In systematic culture, None
of them knew Latin, nor had they the
tremendous advantage of & course in

rhetoric and Greek composition. It
Is greatly to be feared that. Homer
would not have known what to do

with himself in a Greek-letter soclety.
The [ncomparahle Vergil, wilelder of
the stateliest measure ever molded by
the lips of man, as his modern com-
peer sings of him, never took a regular
course of lectures on literature in his
whole life. Perhaps, to be entirely
frank, one must reluctantly admit
that there s something In the at-
mosphere of a college, avith fts ardent
love for dried-up traditionsa, which
tends to wither the budding shoots of
genius. Macaulay thought so. Gib-
bon, who was something of ‘a judge,
sald that the four worst wasted Years
of his life were those he speént at Ox-
ford.

On the other hand, there are nu-
merous poets who have gone through
college and escaped unscathed, as it
were. There Milton, who was In
Aome sense a walking university, To
read “Paradise Lost” is ke taking o
ten years' post-graduate course in a
slngle afternoon. 1t reeks with claasic
lore. 1t i= so stuffed with knowledga
of mythology that it has not room for
the slightest reference to human af-
falrs except In an Incldental line or
two to tell how Eve got dinner without
a cook stove. The famous Dr. John-
son spent a certaln period at Oxford,
but his ecase is not in polnt, because he
never had any poetic gifts to spoll,
Upon the whole, it Is a safe conclusion
that, while the colleges do not much
help & poet to woo the muses, nelther
do they utterly ruin. his genifus. It
he kas the fire divine within him, It
wvill come out, and all the faculties In
the country cannot smother It. Why
doesn't it come out, then? Why have
We no poets? If wa cannot lay the
blame of this sad dearth on the col-
leges, where does It belong? 1s there
some Innate mental deficlency In our
young men and women which denles
them the power to tread the lofty
paths of song?

Certainly It is not imagination that
they lack. One has only to peruse
the advertising pages of the maga-
zines to see potent evidences that the
American people as 2 whole possess
this fundamental poetical requisite in
great superflulty, We are almost as
imaginatlve as we are dyspeptic. Pear-
haps our Nationsl dyvspepsin itself 1s
largely a work of the imagination.
Nor can it be truly sald that we shun
poetry because it does not pay. Amer-
icans, in apite of slanders to the con-
trary, do a host of things which never
pay. Heflect, if you please, upon the
energy our farmers spend In argulng
for a tariff on corn, and then say, if
you can, that the Amerilcan people
never devote themselves to an ocoupa-
tion wwhich promlises no profit. 'The
usun! income of a doctor is lesa than &
diligent day laborer ean earn, and vet
it has not been noticed that the sup-
ply of doctors ls llkely to run short.
The country fairly swarms with them.
Considering their multipllcity, it s as-
tonishing that anybody should ever be
sick. The average poet could hardly
fail to edarn an income In one way or
another equal to the average doctor's.
Why, then, does the art of healing at-
tract so many devotses while rhyme
goes begging?

Granting that poetry does not pay,
still we have a leisure class now, the
children of our oll and raflroad Kings
of the last generatlion, who might cul-
tivate the muses and not suffer much
from hunger. Why do they prefer to
play golf and drive automobiles? The
secret of our want of poots lles on the

In

)

surface, if ave care to see it.
reference to art of all sorts, the United |
States 1g still in the condition of chil- '
dren and barbarians. We like to loolk |
at pretty things and listen to Jingiing |
songs, but to us they are something

merely to play with. We have not vet

learned to take art seriously, and for

that reason serious men do not often

devote themselves to it. Disliks the

truth as we may, it Is nevertheless un-

deniable that poets and other artists

are the product of their environment.

In a socinl atmosphers which is favor-

able to them they will be born and

thrive. Where the environment i= not |
favorable they will peak and plne. 1In

America we live to do business. The

time will come after a while swhen we

shall learn to do business to Itve, and

then the arts and spiritual Accomplish-

ments, which to sane people are the

serious matters of the world, wiil be-

gin to flourlsh. The old maxim that

all things come to him who walts

neads s little modificntion to be true.

It should read all things come to him

who earns them. When we have

earned poets by -bullding a life where

they can survive, they will become as

abundant as stook gamblers.

THE WORST BOOKS.

So much has been said about the
hundred best books lately that we shall
all enjoy by contrast the article on
the hundred worst books which the
Atlantic Monthly promises In Its next
mumber. The Oregonian does not wish
to pluck away the fame which the au-
thor of the article is sure to svin, but
it can hardly be hoped that there will
aver bhe a more propitious opportunity
to set forth our own vilews upon this
momentous subject. Even If the list
we might construct should fall to meet
anybody's approval, still there could
be no accusation of plagiarism. Com-
piling lists of books, however, be they
beat or worst, is but a thankless task.
The meare writing doswn of a.hundred
titles 1a something of a toll, and the
knowledge that the labor would ba
forgotten the next day hardly inspires
one to undertake It. The best books
in the world are not the same for any
two Individuals, and exactly so of the
worst. What is food for ane is polson
for his next-door naighbor. TUntil wa
are all made on precisely the same
pattern we thall need diversity of in-
tellectual nutriment to the full as
badly a= we need different viands for
otnr stomachs,

The best books for any particular
person are those which help him most
to live his true life. The worst ones
are those which hinder him. A work
on psychopathy s excellent reading
for a doctor, but for a young man
whose hablits are still unsettled it may
mean ruln. There Is a tale of a man
whose princlpal reading conslsted of o
medical book In avhich the warlous
diseases were numbered consecutively
from one to ten thousand. When he
had finished his llterary labors he had
all the ten thousand in an
aggravated form. It ls not alone
physlcal allments that we may eatch
from the books we dip into. Mental
and spiritual ones are llkewlsa con-
taglous, and flit Into our being just as

disenses

casily, From this we may lay down
at least ona rule about bad books,
which 18 that every volume whose In-

fluence 48 dizcouraging or
ought to be shunned. The
for volumes which dissolve the reader
In tears s thoroughly unhealthy.
Those which lure to a lackadaisical or
world-weary view of life are still more
pernicious. To young men at a cer-
tain time of their youth such oplnlons
maka & singularly strong appeal, be-
ciause they are suppoesed to be learned
or highly esthetle or keenlyv reflned.
The fact Is that world-weariness in the
young la simply another name for in-
dolence, )
Ancther warning may be posted
agalnst books which exclte emotions
for which there I= no outlet in action.

depressing
preference

All feellhg which beging and ends
within us s destructive. We all know
of the famous voung woman who

passed her elegant days lolling on the
haircloth sofa in the parlor reading
novels while her mother baked bread
and mopped the floor In the kitchen.
The girl had plenty of tears to shed
over the herolne's Imaglinary sorrows,
but she had no help to give her hard-
working mother. Such hardening of
the heart Is a characteristle effect of
emotional excitement which dles
where it was born. Feeling Is never
good for us unless It culminates In
deeds. The enjoyment of elegant soul
throbs may become a dangerous de-
bauchery fully as Injurious as mor-
phine. In their objectlons to novels
this was what our grandparents really
had in mind, and they were right
about it. The best book for a boy is
one that incites him to de things,
Hence one cannot put 'dime novels
among the worst books, by any means,
They are not half bad as thos
which stimulate boys to brood aover
thelr physleal make-up and peer into
the contents of their consclences;
This brings use to the point where it
it can be confidently asserted that the
worst books ever written swere found
In the old-fashioned Sunday school
libraries. Moark Twain has pliloried
these terrible volumes sufficlently, but,
lest they be resurrected some time, we
should all register o protest against
them as often as possible. Better
books are now provided even for Sun-
day school children, but who shall say
how soon there may be a relapse to
such horrors as *“The Broken Tea-

s0

cup®*? This bit of crockery was shat-
tered by a lHttle gir! of 4 years, who
lled about it to her mother and then
suffered agonles of remorse for
months over her sin. She died for-
given, and thus escaped the inke of
brimstone, but it .was by a hair's
breadth: Think of giving children
such a book to rend. By the same

rule the worst books for adults sare
those which make them Introspective,
while the best ones turn thelr thoughis
to outward things., Sclence is discov-
ering of Iate years that even the mind
itself may best be studied, not by look-
ing Inslde our heads, but by observing
external processes. The {dea that
consclousness as such can be Investi-
gated has turned out to be an {llusion,
and most of the older works on psy-
chology are little better than a pile of
rubbish In the newer light. The
truth Is that our minds are accurately
pletured In our deeds, and the best
way to study the mihd Is to look into
what we do. Most of the brooding
over the gulfs within us, of which the
theosophists and others make 2o
much, 18 but self-deception, Mauan
never learned anything yet. that bene-
fited him except by the study of the
external world.

From this we draw another conclu-
sion that next to the old-style Sunday
school books. the worst volumes for
people of this day to read are thosc
which either belittle sclence or make a
mockery of it. In the latter class we

language of sclence and apply it to
fakes, frauds and idle dreamas. or
such books the world 5 full
being consists in actlion, and in noth-
ing else, we may conclude that the
best books, those which enlarge our
belng most, are thosa which stimulate
us to activity, while the worst ars
those which lull the soul and body
into the false delights of indolencs,

AS A TALE THAT IS TOLD.
Francis Marfon Crawford. born of
American parents, namesale of a hera
of the American Revolution, his father
& noted sculptor, his mother a daugh-
ter of Julia Ward Howe, an Itallan-
American honored In his own and his
adopted country, was but last week
borne In a flower-laden casket to his
last resting-place under Itallan skies
in the cemetery of St Angelo. Tha
people whom he had lwved nimongst
sinca childhood considered him thelr
very own, and vied with ench other
in paying honor to his memory,

America has not given birth to A
more versatile wrilter of fiction than
Francls Marion Crawford, and perhaps
not to ane more widely read. Born to
wealth and station, his endeavor wwans
never scourged by the lash of poverty
nor his powers trammeled by the fet-
ters of want He came from
lineg of ancestors whao
“do thing=s." “while
aense hils herltage, ‘“TPravel came and
took him wherkt 1t wished,” and its
abounding opportunities he made his
own. What wonder that he wrote ga
he did? That in 1881, st the age of
27, he produced the mystarious per-
sonality known in.[teratures as **Mr.
Isaacs”—a fantastic creation with an
Oriental flavor? And that this was
followed In quick succession by & llst
of novels of extraordinary variety and
voluminousness, each peculiariy his
own in style and diction?

It i sald of Crawford's books that
they were all written with the idea of
pleasing rather than Instructing his
readers. His own estimate of a novel,
as published in a short essay In 1884,
is “a story which In {tself and the
manner of its telling shall appeal to
the Intellect, satisfy the requirements
of art, and be ‘a luxury, in that it can
be of no uss to A& man when he is at
work, but may conduce to a peace of
mind and delectation during his hours
of idleness." Following this standard,
& novellst can hardly be expected to
write books that will live, but if he
writes those that conduce to the pence
and delectation of the hours of leisure,
he has accomplshed a task that ls of
fmmense present value,

Mr. Crawford Hved near Sorrento
for more than a quarter of a century

where he died at the age of 55 years,

a long
could and did
culture was in a

highly honored in bhoth hemispheres
for his literary achlevements. That
his life should have been relatively

g0 short is, under all conditlons of an-
cestry, occupation and surroundings,
somewhat surprising. It did not give
Way to the strailn and stress of exist-

ence, but seemingly completed its
course In orderly fashion and wont
out. Be that as it may, the life of

Francis Marion Crawford s now as a
tale that 1s told, albelt many volumes
were required to tall (.

GARDENING IN CITIES.

Some ninety acres of land, located
in varfous places In the city limits of
Chicago, have been donated for the
season by the McCormick branch of
the Internatlonal Harvester Com-
pany to the poorer classes of that city
for gardening purposes. The iden is
not A new one, the well meamberad
“potato patch’” scheme of Governor
Pingree, of Michigan, being in evi-
dence as to its usefulness. It 15 an
expression of practical philanthrophy
of the type that helps without pan-
perizing those who accept its offer of
Belf-help. It conveys also a sugges-
tion of the possibilitles that lle In the
soll of city and suburban backyards
that might be worked out with profit
in many instances to familles that are
not poverty-stricken but that can het-
ter afford to ralse Bummer garden
truck for their tables than to buy it

An intelligent attempt in this d1-
rection wounld be surprising In ita re-
eults in this clty, where the soil Is
easily susceptible to cultivation. Half
an ordinary d eity lot, ar ewen
lesa, would, If judiclously planted and
well cultivated, give all the early veg-
etables that a family of ordinary size
could use, and more than one feast
of strawberries besides, After the
first work of getting the ground ready,
the labor incident to planting and car-
ing for a garden of this slze and type

~size

is trifling. It is really play rather
than work, & pleasant recreation es-
pecially for those who are Intorested
in growing things and who feel a
personal pride in the work of thelr
hands. Moreover, If any succoss |s
attalned—and 1t Is fot <concelvable
that Intelligence applled to the work
will fall to bring something like sat-

lafaclory results—the pleasure of ent-

Ing crisp vegetables from one's own
garden Is a feature of the experimont
of no mean importance. It is well
worthy of consideration, especlally
In those households where there iz n
restless and not aged grandfather
who 8 “"nover gso happy as whan do-
ing something,” or & hall-grown boy

who 48 averse to dolng anything, but

who for his own sake, the sake of
the family and possibly of the com-
munity, should be taught habits of
Industry and responsibility,

SPRING IMMIGREATION MOVEMENT.
The

ers to Westarn Canada Is grenter

Spring than ever. Between 8000 and
7000 sturdy men, many of whom are
accompanied by their familles, have

crossed the Canadian border since the
firat of April, seeking lands under the
liberal Inducementas offered to settloprs
by the goverment at Ottaws. Thi=
movement northward of American
citizens lIs I[nexplicable, except upon
the baslas of a restlessness that de-
mands A change in location and over-
looks, or does not know, of the op-
portunities that still await agricultur-
alists In the vast unoccupled areas of
the Pacific Northwest and the great
Rocky Mountain region.

The wast stretches of unoccupled
land In Ontario, Saskatchewan and
Alberta open to settlement, and apon
which settlement Is ewcouraged by the
liberal purchase policy of the general
government, Invite occupation of the
landless. The enormous ylelds of
wheat and the Immense grazing possi-
bilitles add their test!mony to the in-
vitation to come in and tnke thesa
lands, and to farmers who are accus-
tomed to the elimatic rigors of Dakota
and the Middle West, the severe Cuns.
dian Winters have no terrors. For
the rest, many Amerlcans know littie

of the opportunities afforded for di-
versified agriculture and stockralsing
-

With ! include those which appropriate the |

Bince |

in the sparsely settled or unsettled re-

glons of the Paclfic Slope, whers se- |

vere Winters do not lay a heavy tax
upon endeavor and the proceeds of
agricultural Industry. Thus our peo-

. ple pass by thousands across the Cana-

y of

immigration of American farm- X
this

dian border and become lost to our cit-
izenship and our producing force.

We have, however, no reason to
complaln of the wvalume of colonist
travel that has set this way during the
iast month or six weeks. Substantial
accession to the populntion of the state
has resulted that will In due time
make itself felt in our agricultural out-
put and our manufacturing Industries,
The Spring movement, whether to
Canada or the Paclfic Slope, argues an
enterprising spirit stirred by the leaven
unrest that bodea well for the
growih of the country In thres prime
casentlals of good cofitizenship—Iindus-

try, frugplity and ownership of the
soll. We do not feel envious of Can-
ada In this matter. We congratulate

her upon her. acquirement of a large
body of good citizens, though, truth
to tell, we are at a loss to know why
they should have changed location
without change of climsate, when all
the Inducements that Canada can of-
for to American farmers can be dupli-
cated on American soll, with the mani-

MODJESKA AS CAMILLE.

Before we went to Denvar we had hearg
the Tador Grand,
Allowed by erities ex the finest apry in

the lana;

And, Toundin® up a: Denver fn the Fail
of *B1,

Well heeled In pint of looker ‘nd
A-pinin® for some fun,

We told Bill Buah that we wux fixed
quite eomftable for wenlth,

And hadn't struck that nititood entirely
for our health.

You wen, we knew Bill Bush at Central
City years ago: .

(An' a whiter man than that same Bill
F¥ou could not wish to Xnow!)

i BIl! run the Grand for Tabor, ‘'nd he
glve us two a deal

Ex how we really otter see Modjenky oz
Camuoel.

| You've set

fold advantages of the mild cllmate of |

the Paclfic Slops thrown in.

tlon: Is reputable ligquar traffic a
self-gontradiction or not? No one yet
has been able to give a falr answer to

the question whether the American
saloon can be radeemed. Prohibition-
ists say no; Intelligent lquor dealera

declare that what ls possible In Ger-
many must be possible In this coun-

try. Extremists on both sldes hava
fome together In an npparently genu-
e movement for reform. The Ohlo

Browers' Assoclation secured the poass-
age of the Dean law, and foinad the
Clinelnnati Antl-Saloon League and tha
Municlpal Reform League to stamp
out dives. It is too early to gauge re-
sults, but it ik belleved that within a
¥ear these Influential bodles, working
carnestly to the same end, will be able
satisfactorily to answer the question
of ralsing the standard of saloons.
Under the Dean law, a saloonkeeper,
In order to renew or to retain a lj-
cense, must make oath that he has
not violated the law; the dishonest
man Is thus exposed to the penelty for
perjury, and to blackmall by lawless

patrons. The Ohlo experimeant will be
wntched with Interest nll over the
country.

Germany ls getting down teo the

practical phase of aerinl navigation
much faster than the United States.
We are alrendy recelving accounts of
projected terminal statlons at Frank-
fort-on-the-Main, Cassel and Berlin.
Each station is to aCcupy an area of
30,000 to 40,000 square meters, the
center being left for an anchorage
basin around which are bullt three ad-
Jolning sheds, each about 500 feet
long and 60 feet high. Revolving pon-
toons, driven by electric pPOowWer, nare
provided to faclilitate landing. Cap-
tive balloons equipped with are lights
will merve ns Hghthouses, thus CATTYV-
ing out resemblance
tion It Is expected that thirty of
these “ports™ will be established. Safe
ial navigation in very thick weathor
Is a problem yet to be solved.

to marine naviga-

ne

Temporary down-and-outers among
Republican Hoosler statesmen ars ly=-
Ing low just now, but, saccording to re-
rort, making preparation 10 contest
with Senator Beveridge when the time
comes for choosing his successor,
Threa of his rivals have determined
to stay at home the next two vears
Ex-Vice President Falrbank= hss an-
nounced that he will not enter the
Federal service during tha present
Administration. The British Ambassa-
dorship will not tempt him. Ex-Sen-

ator Hemenwaey has refused the Chi-
nese misslon, and ox-Congreasman
James B. Watson, defeated for Gov-
ernor last Fall, has declined more
than one place. The storm center
of Republican politics in the Middle

West the next two or three yoears will
be located alongside the Wabash,

The Alken farm of 750 acres close
to Roseburg is belng eut Inte ten and
twanty-acre fruit tracts, This was the
old General Joseph Lane donation land
clalm. The soll i excellent and the
new use to which it is to be put will be
of more profit to the commonwealth,
Oregon murt make room for the new-
q-nrn.-‘ra in the way they want it

Patten undoubtedly knows mare
about the wheat reserve of the coun-
try than the Secretary of Agriculture.
His s a money Interest, whiles Mr.

Wilson's Is purely ofMclal, and natural-
Iy optimistic.

President Zelaya, of Nlearngua, Is

=aid to be ngain planning war on a
naighbor, John Barrett, of Oregon,
chaperon of the lesser Amerlean re-

publies. should loak nfter his ehildren.

When the “500,000 by 1012" are
here, the people who want cheap resi-
dence lots will have to go much far-
ther out. Beétter buy now and get
some of the value Increase vourself,

"“Engineers” of the Water Depart-
ment may not Know now many turns
It takes to. close A gate wvalve, but
know full well the number of turns
tiill next pay day.

1t no wonder Mr. Bryan
askance at the Benatorshlp,
near a certainty.

is lonks
which s

There is more money

In belng & cheerful loser.

This wedther no doubt Is sent to
help along that “500,000 by 1912, It's
helping the bullders and the real es-
tate men sure enough.

Another great victory for Mavor
Lane, He has conquered the Water
Board—which he appointed. No
“*boye’ play"™ there

Joy of the County Court was short-
lived. The Sheriff captured very soon
the fellow squires who “flew the coop”
at Kelly Butte.

FPerhaps that fellow Haskell wishes
he were a llon In the African Jungle,
and perhaps Roosevelt wishes the
same,

Councilman Wills has started raids
on gamblers Is it possible Mr. Wills

is not a candldate for Mavor?
With the coming of the cherry blos-
som, the little old one-ring circus is

abroad in the Valley.

The open season for hunting Chris-
tians Is on In Aslatic Turkey, with no
Hmit.

Ohio is trylng to solve this proposi- |

Throe-Fingared Hoover stated that he'd
great dea! ruther go
To call on

Chariey Sampson than fre-
quent a opry show
“The queen uv tragedy,” sez he i wot
I'Vve never seen,
And T reckon there Is more for me In
some other kind o queen.™
"Git out!™ sex Bl disgusted-lke, “and

oan’t you never fina

A pleasure In the things uv 1ifs which
ellervates the mind?

around In Casey's restaurant

& ¥eAT or more,

heerd ol' Vere de RBlasw perform

shefl doovera by the score,

Only to come down here umong us tong
an’ say syou feel

An’

| You'd ruther take In faro than a opry

ke

But 1t sesema

‘Camenl!"*

it wurn't no opry, but a
sort uv forelgn play,
With a heap uv talk an'
wuz both dekollytay.
A young chap sSpArks
caught a dook
wealthy—
hihg &
Kin'rally
auys

dressic’ that

A gal,
that's

who's
old an'

Shn ¢old ‘nd fnintin*
onhealthy
Ehe n
Young chap doasn't
it looks ez if the
proper likely kind
Until his ola an =neaks
malkens g ¥ break.
the ona plays
‘'nd gives the girl the
"Armo! Arm she holl
flings her on the floor,
And wmayw minter goin' to have no
truck with her no more.

fits, and is

She has record:

mind,
feller wuz a

but the

And

around ‘nd

Ana the

shake
a; but

sunker

he

he

At that Three-
“I'll chip Ir ]

And aee If Red Hosa M
reconstruct the

I won't get by an’
lndy hurt:

Fingered

Hoover sawys,
Enme

lountain ecannot
EAme,

*h

1¢ feeMn's uv a

LT,

Gol durn a critter, anyhow, that does a
woman daire!™

He riz up llke a glant in that 1littls
palnted pen,

And steppad upon the platform with

the women folks "nd men:
Across the igh of gaslights
bounded ke a deer,

tro

ha

<

An' gr ] Armo an’ hove him throuxh
the landad @ in the rear:

And then we seen him shed his hat an’
reverantly kneasl,

And put his strong arms tendarly
around the gnl Cameel.

A-standin’ In his stockin' faet, his
helght was six foot three

And husklior man than Hoover was
you could not hope to ses.

He downed Lafes Dawson wrassiin', and
one night I seen him ek

Three Cornish miners that coma Into

n Roarin' Crick

To Casey's restaurant an' do
¢ thoy sald
Ho vould whip his welght in wildeats,
an’ paint whole townships ted.
But good to he efs folks and weoeak, a

brave
A cyrlone
could

and manly heart
couldn't phase,
rend apart;

but a child

Jest Jlke the mountain pine, which
1 '8 the storm that howls slong,
T 8 lhe winds uv Summertime
nn'

sings a moothin® gong.

"Cameel,” sez he, “your record Is agin
you, I'll allow,
But, beln” you're a woman, you'll git
Justice anyhow:
So. If you say you'ra sorry, and intend
to travel straight,
Why, never mind that other chap with
which you meant to muate,
'l marry you myself, and take vou
back tomorrow night
To the camp on Red Hoss Mountain.
where the baosys'H treat you white:
Where Ca ¥ runs & tabbls dote, and
folks brave 'nd true,
Where t} no anclent history teo
no Iaw but honesty,
o t faols,
Where vardick and the
rope Lthere ain't no “onter acta**
I wu=m proud of Hoover; bhut
the to shout
That the feller was I udin’, and would
s0me ana put him out,
"Well, no: I reckon not,” says 1. or
wWords at effect
Ex 1 pe argumant 1 thoug.t
they m 1L prespect-
A long an' harnsome weepon I'd pre-
empted when 1 camae
Out West (its cartridges wuz hig an’
Juley oz o plum).
Wich, when persented properly, wun
very apt to sway
The popular oplnlon In moOst persun
alve way,
"Well, no; I reckon not sy 1 '
didn’t =say
Observin® that 0 wue a glnral n e
ment toward the door.
First Dr. Lemon he allowed that he had
BOt to go
And see a patient ha Jist heerd wux
I¥in® veary low;
arlis "!'r-:' riz up sald he
he'd Jine the dock,
lfent wich wuz waltin’
Hlected he had Inter-

sagamenta hurried

a hoss, Fred

every ona wuz full

ey all vamaoosed, anil
1er us agaln.

bt * Bush

Willnrd Morse an

inin' in

“0Oh,
durned f«

I'recolled

wotl two idiots
have been!™
t that they allowed wo'd made

you

AR bl mistake—

They otter knowed us tanderfoots wuszs
sure to make o break!

An’, while Modjlesky stated we wuz
somewhat off our base,

I half opined she llked (t, by the look
upon her faco

I recolledt that Hoover regretited he
dong wrong

In throwin' that there actor through a
vista ten miles long.

I recollect we nl] s

ook hands, and or-
dered vin frappany—

And I never shall forget the head I had
on me next day!
I haven't geon Modjesky sinece: I'm hopin

0 agaln

Bhe's goln’ v show In Denver soon: 11
S0 to se¢ her then,

An' maybe 1 shall speak to her, which if

Co "twill be

About the old friend restin by the mighty
wWostern sen—

A slmple man, perhaps, but good ez gold
and true ez steel;

Ha could w'.p his welght in wildents, and
you never heerd him squeal:

Good "o the helpl and the weak .
brave an’ mainly hoenrt

A cyolone couldn't phase, but Ans iid
conld rend apart:

8o like the mountain pine. that dares the
siorm which sweops along,

But rocks the winda uv Summertime, an’

s ®ings a soothin' song

~—iugens Field.




