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Jane, Jemim

a and Joshual

OO can naver toil what the Jenkins children will
Y do next. Every time I left them alone I would
tell them not to do everything [ could think
of that they shouldn't do. and when 1 came homs
again I would find they had beon getling Into & new
and unexpected kind of mi
I had been stovibg with m A wesk or twoe while
thelr mother apd father were away, and had veally
hoped ta. have the houxe in good condition when I
handed It over to AMrs, Jenkins—and here was the
front door eniir n completaly gone. T Telt jus-
1ifted that time In spes vory saverely tn the Jen-
kins childran, and when I left for the village again

to g&l & fow thingms I had forgotien, And to order a
new door from the carpenter, I addad to all my other
inatructions, "I give away the front plassa, the
chimney, the cel or any othsr part of the house.™

On the way home I begun to wonder if T had heon
a Jttle vnkind to the children. After all, 1t was vory
generous of them to glve away thsa frant door,
although It showed poor Judgm And I made up

to

my mind

the

glve them
Jam

what a was
the Jenkine children

houne In fact, 1

conkls when 1 reached

house, with with thelr toea. I navar knew

dald
reached

surprise waltl

E me! T not glvae
the

For

» when 1

vedl

the house at all

when 1 came to the =t gate, what wan my amage-

And

Iawn

ment to find that the howuse had dlsappeared!

the LHldren

Jenking ¢
playing

were sitting nuietly on the
parcheasi.

“Oh. Mien SEemphronia!™ ecried
mind
Jus

by

Jane iomping ap.
o give tha
in a flving
talk

the

We ara »o you never told us not

house after
and
he
gave him feeling.
for him. Bo told him
and he tied ropes around {1 and

the

away' vou left & man

machine
and

mnachine,

BT stoppad » while to to us,

ha told us hed no wme  hut fiving

We

to

and It

such n restiess

wares quite norry Joshun
take our houne
pull It

He

remembered

mAn-

ngod to up and earry It off tled to fiyine

machine was ao pleared! And

ANy

we vTery
af
tn

careofally
not
bt

hounm

to give away part the house,

AR vou anld, vou never taold us not rive away

the whole -y

“Jane!" T axclaimed In desperation, “how do you

toe lve
T dom't

were

expoct without
“Oh,

- e

A housa?™™

mind'" she replied calmlyr “Realdos

vory thoughtful and saved the parchaes|

Hoard and
pot and
“How abont the jam and the cookle
Tor the first

coffes grinder, and a sahovel and watering

esveral other thinga™

jar?' T asked

time Jane looked aisturbed “1 never
thought of them,™
haps, after
glve awar

“I'm snild,
“And whnt think when

they coma home tomorrow And find thelr houne gone?

she snid in a grieved volce, "“Por-

all, Mien Semphronin, wa weéere [aollah (o

the house ™

sura vou will think sn in the end*™ 1

will your mother

and father

When they arriva from the station and find. no
umbrelia-ptand te put thelr umbrellas inte, no hat-
rack. no door-mat?™" £

I eonld nena that Jane had not thought of thesa
things befare., and she began to look distressed.

“And thera wll] ha noe matehes,” remarked Joshun,
“and no calendars in easn wa forget tha Mdate. 1
wish we hadn't glven away the house, Jane™

Jans sat and rthought a while In slience At lanst
ahe sald Perhaps 1 might ha ghls to get the front
door hack 1 gave 1t to =s=omna children down Lthe
road te make Into a tohoggan, hut th won't nead It

tNt the Winter comen.”

“Innea Jenkins!" I ariad fmpatientlys, "da you think
the door wonuld he of any uss o us now?

*Tt might keep out the burgiars™ remarked Janas
medlitativels “When 1 o 1t awny You sald that
wos what it was meant for™

I had ne time to explaln away Jane's misunder-
standing, for T knew somelhing most ha done nat
onae "Wow whatl” T askcd Impressively, “shall wa
do mbout nN™

And then, to my surprise, Jane came to the rescue.
The child really has great abllity, and Iin tlmes of
emeargency coms 10 the front

“Leave 1t nll In n M= Semphronia.’” sha =2ald
simply’ "to me and Profd=sor Planten.”™ *

Jan# olasped her hands aroond her kneos and gaxed

draamily at the eclouds “Professor Planten) she sald,

isa & great friend of mine. Fe will help me to get
8 house before

mother and fa

ather come home—a nice,

complete house, nloer than the ane we Eave awny.”
“Now, Janes, that's »" 1T sald. “"Your mother
and father are coming hHome tomorrow, and you oan't
posalbly get o new house ready for them In that
time"*
But thae Jenki Hadren hiad stopped worrying.
Since Jane's sugges [ | sanmed bo )

Ave nothing
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The Flower Was u Real Doll.
on thelr minde. and they even planned what kina
of a house they woul have, and what color furni
ture
‘We'll go to Professor Planton's right mway.” they
sald. "Come, Miss Som ¥ou know wa can't
stop to wash our hands or brush our hair becnuse
we haven't any bowls oF comba or bruslies
And off wae sel. {0 my mgreat astonishment. Jane
explained to me 88 we went along that

Professor

Flanten was a botanist and lived on a Httle farm
‘entirely surrounded by woods. If she had sald he
was a carpenter T might have understood why we
were golng there, but T conldn't sse at all what she
want=d with = botanist.

We went through the woed for quite a long dis-
tnnee, and by stringe, twisty paths, 111 all AL onca
We camea upon g clearing. Hizght before us stood a
Lol (o Bt ot B for e S e

Carried It Off Tied to the Flying Machine.

small brown house, In front of which was n lttle man

digging a hole.
When
spade

he heard us approaching he

forward eagerly.

dropped his

and came

*Janea! Jemima! Joshua!" he cried, T have some new

apocimens’

“That's nice,” sald Jemima pleasantly.

“We'd llke
to nee them, Professor Plantan, and so would Miss
Semphronia. This Is Misas Semphronia.™

I could not hegin to tell of all the remarkabls
things Professor Planten had grown. There were

musical flowera and sugar canes (those that hung on
Christmas tree wers probably grown In his
ind a particularly quick kind of speedwell
whioh grew and blossomed while we lon'sed at .

your

garden’),

Last of all Professar Planten told Jemimna he had
ETown & naw piant eapecially for her. and what do
you suppose It wna? A plant! Yen, the flower
was a real doll, growing right out of the green calyx.
Indend,

daoil

the calyx made
bloom,

har hat., There were several

in and Jemima chose one with a pink dress

and Jane chosa a bluas one. Eo Professor ¥Planten
rleked them and promised to plant some more for
next Lime. .

Ar we went back to the house T was zurprised to
hear Jane say: “Oh, Professor Planten, we came to
ark you to help us about something.”™

T had almost forgotten about our Alfficulty in the

interest of the
“Why. of
him

garden.

coursie T will help you 1f I can,” I heard

nll about how
thwey had glven the house away, and how thelr mother

nNAWOT +.nd them Jane told him

and father were coming home the next day. :
couldn’t hear what he eald after that, but Jane
soomed to be very happy, end as wae Jeft he brought
thres amnll bags out of the house.

“Be eareful mot to drop them.” he sald "“and al-
ways Lhink bafore you plant.”

Bui when we reached home, or rather the place
where home had been, I began to feel anxious agalno,
“"Now whatever are we to » 7™ T asked in discour-
ngemant

“Why" said Jane. as If it were the slmplest thing
In the world, “we'll get the houss ready for mother
and father. And I've remembered that mother han

nlways winhed

the house was at the top of the hill
In back, so that we could get the view. Let's put it
up theral
When wa reached the nice fiat hilltep ¥ thousght
it certainly 41d seem lke an ideal site for & house.
Joshus ==t to work nt

once digging In a stealght

line, while Jane and Jemima filled tha watering pot
nt n nearby brook After that they all worked to-
gether, whila T sat on & rock and watched them.
They marked oul a large square with the

shovel and
then began dividing It into & number of stmnll sQuAres

of different sizen, stopping every little while to con-
=uit each other
'here, now.” mnld Jane, when they were through,

"now most of the work is done.”

I wonder what

the ehild means'" [ thought.

“"Now., Mins Semphronia”™ sald Jane running up to
me, “Sou see, Profasaor Planten gave me these 1ttle
brown seeds in my hag. Watch and see what hap-
pens when T piant them.”

20 along all the llnes she had marked with the
=hovel she planted tha little bhrown sesds and Joshua
coversd them up. while Jomima walked behind them
and watered the ground with the watering pot,

"Now we'll rast™

they =8ld, coming back to me and
iring down on the ground

“and wa'll wateh the houss

.

“Watch the house grow™ T & d In great surprise,
Rutl even at that moment T saw lttle shoots com-
ing up from the rows of sceds In »n very short time
the grew higher and began twining together in a

very curlous and pretty way, In a Kind of a patiarn,

forming walls as they grew.
't that lovelyl” crled Jemima, clapping hear
rid=.
"Wonderful!™ I exclalmed “Why, I's making =a

parfectly

furn!

lovely house. If we only
b it with 1t would he perfoct.™

“Come tnside™

had something to

sald Jem!ima, “and I'tl plant my

moeds
Jemima's bag was divided into four littie compart-
ments, and each held tiny seeds of o different color.
We went to the front door—{for Jane had left spaces
for the doors—and turned into the room on the right.
“Firat we must make windows." “before
the walis grow too high' und she began pushing
aAslde the branches and training them to leave open-
Inge. We all 4ld the sameé, making windows q':uita
easlly in the différent reomm And when the walls
wars high encugh they spresd out to make the celling.

Jane =ald,

“And the top story,” sald Jane, “will grow during tha
night. The stalrcase has grHwn beautifully.”

“Now aren't we ready for my Seeda T asked Jemima,
who was anxious to hegin.

“All ready,” salid Jane,
rooam firat."

“Let's go Into the drawing-

Jemima opened her bag and took out a handful of
green sesds. “Wouldn't green be best for the draw-
ing-room carpet, Miss Semphronia? she asked.

“1 think grecn would be lovely.” I sald, In some be-
wilderment,

“S¢ do 1" sald Jemima, and she began sprinkling
the seeds’ over the ground Almost at onceé & furry
sort of mos# beégan growing, and ss 1 looked closely
1 saw 1t was i beautiful soft carpet. “Now we'll
put bdblue in the dining-room.'” =ald Jemima, taking
out her blue seeds, “and brown in the Ubrary.” And
in xlmost no time we had the whole first floor beau-
tifully carpeted.

After wo had admired 1t al! Joshna bhrouzht out his
bhag proudly. “Just walt and see what I have!™ he
said,

Hin bag was full
many ceolors,

“1 wonder what will happen next”™ I thought.

“Fe'll go Inta the drawing-room.” said Joshua,
“and I'l! plant gome green seeda’

of large seeds like beans and of

S0 Joshun planted a green seed In the dAraw'sg-
room and the next thing that happened was almost
the most aurprizsing thing of ail A chalr grew up

right there In the middle of the drawing-room! A
sreen chalr, just the color of the carpet. Then
Joaliua planted a Inrge grean seed and grew a sofa,
and soon he had grown tables and chalrs and every-
thing else for all the rooms, Including the %itchen.
“I have two black seeda here.” he said at Iast,” and
1 think this one must be a stove, so 11l plant it in
the kitchen.”

We all watched with
piantad the seed and then stood fiea
What wns our amrzement and perplexity
turm out i grand pinpo!

“Dear me.” sald Jane, “that was what the Professor
meant when ha sald *Think befare you plant'"™

“Oh. well,”” sald Jemima. It wlll bhe rather nles to
haive a plano in the kKltchen, and you have another
binck sead left, Joshun, 50 we'll have one in the draw-
Ing-roam, too. Come and plant it now.*

S0 Joshua planted his other bhicck seed in the draw-
mg-room, and we stood by I the full hope of having
another piano. But In a few minstes we saw our mis-
take. Instead of a piano there grow In the middle of
the drawing-room n #plendid big stove!

“"Goodness me!™ sald Jane. “that's golng to he nwk-
ward. I'm sure mother wouldn't llke to have a stove
in the drawing-room.” . .

"Let's try to dlg It up!" sald Joshua, and he ran for
the shotel,

To our great

great Interest while Joshun

by to It grow.

to sen |t

.
refief ‘'we found it very eamsy to dlg
up the stove and plano and change them about, and
we nlso transplanted a chair, for Joshua had accldent-
ally dropped & chalr ssed in one of the doorways,

"This 18 lovely” sald Jane. “Now we can grow
the furniture for the roome upstalrs out In the gar-
den and then we ean dig it up and carry It In*

When we went upstaira we found the rooms had
already grown and the branches wers Jolning to-
gether,in a pointed roof.

We managed to spend the night romfortably, and
the next morning grew mora furnitures and all the
the Hitle things wo needed oyt in (he garden, for the

Professor had made the bag of housafurnishings quite
complete. All these things we dug up and carried up-
stairs. making thed houses qulite ray nnd bright.

When the three Jenkins children met (helr mother
and father at the traln thoy all erled in chorus. “We
have the beautifullest surprise for you at home! Do
hurry!™

Mr., and Mrs. Jenkins wers =m0 used to surprises
that they waore not so surprised at balng surprised as
they would have been at not belng surprised, But
when they saw thelr new houss In such a lovely sit-
untion and mo completn thesy sald thore never wara
such delightfully surprising children as Jane, Jemima
and Joshua.

-

‘The Story of the Magic Horse

BY LOUIBEE SOUVAN.
NCE a poor man had 12 sons, and not
0 mufficlent means to keep them at home., he sent
them intc the great world to earn their bread

work and to try The brothers

wandered 12 daye and nights over hills and dales 1411
at Iask came

having

by thelr fortunes

they to n wealthy king, who cngaged

them as grooms and promised them each 300 florins

Rushed Forth

Like Lightning.

a year for their wages Among the king's horses
there was a half-starved-looking. decreplt Jittle pony,
The 11 older brothers continuxlly heat and INtreated

this animal on eccount of its uglinoss, byt the young-

et alwavs lonk great care of 1f. He even maved all
the Braiad crumbr and other 1ittle daintles for his
invalld ilttie pony. for which Lis brothers often

chaffed him, and in courass of time they treated him
with silent cantempt. belleving him to be out of his
hesd. He bore their Insults patiently and thelr bnd-

gering without » murmur, in the sams way the Ilittie

pony did the bad treatment It reestved. Ths year

of service cnme 1o an end and the Inds got thelr wa-
a3, and as a reward they wers also allowed to chooss

a horse from the King's stud. The 11 brothers chose

the youngent hegmed
take the poor littla decrenit pony with him. His brot

the hest-looking horses, but Loy

n-
ert tried (o persuads him to give up this foallsh iden,
but all in vain: he would have no other horee,

And now the pony confemsed hile friond that It
was a magic horse and that whenever (¢ wanted it
could change Into the finest charger and could gallop

to

ae fast an lightning. The 12 brothers then started
homeward. The 11 were proudly Jumping and pranc-
ing on thelr fine horses, whereas the youngeast

dragged his horse by its halter along the road. At

ona time they came to & boggy plice and the poor
littip horse sank into it ‘The brothers who Had gone

THE

ADVENT OF
BILLY
POSSUM

| BY
[IRENE ELLIOTT BE

mow this is confidential: Upon the lawn last night
I saw a Bear and Possum a-starting in to fight,

When lo! appeared the Dollies in time to interfere.

Sobbed they, “Oh, please remember that there are ladies here I”
“Fair Dollies; pray excuse us, do,” squeaked Billy P. politely,
‘U've lost my Southern chivalry, and you've reproved us rightly.”

Teddies growled Then spake the Dolls: “Were we a Bear we'd ma
A trip to Africa, and all this ‘simple life’ forsake.

OW, children, stop and listen, pay heed to what I say,

& A change is surely coming—in fact, it's on the way.

The little Dolls are crying as hard as they can cry,

Each Teddy Bear is growling, with fire in his eye.

For as the spring advances, with budding tree and blossom,
Behold! there comes another pet, whose name is “Billy Possum.”

HE Doll and all the Teddies his advent will oppose—
This funny little Possum with sharply pointed nose,
And eyes as keen as ferrets’, a long and curling tail—
But, Teddy Bears, your protests will be of no avail.

You'll have to keep him, children, for four long ycars.
To take him out and tie his bows, as once you did for

Make ready
Teddy.

e

Stay not to take a back seat, like Dollies meek and mild,
But live the life of other beasts and roam the forests wild.”

“Agreed!” they said. “You've made us wise; this life our nerves has shaken.
When we reach Africa you'll get our pictures if they're taken.”

So watch for Billy Possum now—he'll stay four years at least.

Perhaps in time you'll learn to love the

cunning little beast.

on before were VEIY angry aboul 14, as hey ware
obliged to return and drag their brother's horsea out
of the muoail After 4 short while the voungest's
agaln stuck in the mud, and the brothers had to drag
It out aguin, soalding st him all the time. When at
Iast it stuck the third time they wounld not listen to
Lhelr brothern erlos for help, “Lat thom K0, sald tha
pony, and after a short time inquired If they had
gone [ar. ‘They have,” answaered the lad. Agaln
after a short while the pony asked If e could =il
moa them “"They look llke Oying crows or black
spots In the distanoe' replied his master., *“gn youa
wed them now asked the pony in n fow minutes.

"No." wre the roply. § And u

on the pany jumped
out of the muil and taking the Iad on its hark ranhed
farth Ilike lightning, leaving

Having arrived at

the others far bahind.
poor and
the yard,
1ad con-

other brothers

home, the pony becams

decrepit as before and orawled nround

enting the straw (It found thoere, and ths

conled himsalf behind the oven. The
when

they arrived

proudly showed thelr wages and
horses to thelr father, and being asked abont thelr
youngest brother they replled he had becoms mad
and chosen as lhis reward an ugly old horse, Juat
such a one¢ ns was In the yard, and that it stuck In n
bog and perhaps wos now dead. *It Is not true,™
ocalled out t!:u yYoungest one from behind the stove

and stepped forth to the astonlshment of ail,
IHaving

spent o few days In enjoying themaclvea
at their father's house, the lads again started on =
Journey to find wiven They had alrendy

travelad

over seven times soven

countries and had not as yat
been able to find 12 girls sultable for hem, tiIl at
lant, aa the wun was wmetting, they came across

an
old woman who wns plowling her field with 12 mares.

She asked of them what they were seeking and after
she lédarnced the ohject of
12

woman

thelr wandering:
The

her

proposad
lnds
13

house and

who were
saw boefore.

lads to

that they Inok
consented.
took tho

to

ot

her

old

daughters, hav-
Ing
homa
duced
than

drove mareas

and lads into

daughters

her intro-

thieém

the 12

her none other

moares they

askad

with

old woman the

them
But
to kill

who was

anjoy her hoa-

plinlity and stoy
lads gratefully aceepted.

witeh nand

over night,

old

whica

the
the

a very

woman w

intended lads at

night.

youngest daughter, pretty

beautiful

girl with

golden halr, confided it to the

brother, to whom she rather took a Hking. Of con

the good brother told the other boyae what was in
store for thoem and urged them to flen at once =o
they all hurried The youngetor =at on hi=z poar,
decrepit littla pony and ths beautiful girl with the
golden hair in front of him. As sson as the old witeh
found out the fraud she plcked up a poker, turned it
Mo R horse and flew after them When she had
nimont overtiken them the ttle pons gave the Iad

a currycomb, & brush and n plece of horsa rag and
bade him to throw first the currycomb behind him, and
in case It did not answerg to throw the brush, and as
A Jast resource tha plecs uf horss TugR. The lad threw
the eurrycomb and In ote moment it became a dense
forest, with an
Lthe ecomb. By

lreas ns
the
wood

many
the
through

there wera testh in
witch had broken

time oid

her way the the

=

had traveled
When she camo very near agaln the

behind him

n long distance

ind throw the brosh

and It at once he-
came a dense forest, having as 'm:\r,y trecs a8 there
wore bristies

in the brush,

hnd
through
their
when the lad threw

The old witch the greatest Aiffieulty

the

In work-

ing her way sha drew

wood, but agaln
cinse to heels and very nearly caught tham,

the horse rug away and it becams
such a dense forest between
that 1t Hike

pearseverance she could

them and the old woman
With =il
the

Iooked one Immense troa. her

not ponetrate wood,

to fiy

BD
she changed Into

it. Hut as soon
= vulture,

n pigeon to

ns

onable hear over

the pony notleed this ha turned
into swnoped down

It In pleces with his claws

and the

on the plgoon and tors
both 1ad

had kid-

thus saving

bad

the

protty glrl, whom the witoh
napped from a nobie count

While the 11 brothers wera still lnoking after wives;

with

the youngest married
Hved

they have

the pretty giri the golden

heir and
o 2%

they merrily together until this very

not died since.

SLOW SPANISH RAILROAD TRAINS.

The

Spanish
hour—to

iraln averagasa
one o make
perhaps. It
At

possibly 6 millea an

cxposures of the
makes frequent and

runs

allow time
SCenery, long
wHits, overy stution the

guard

up and
down, shouting the name of the

town and

the num-
ber of minutes for each stop. Al every station also

7/
7 -H/
WA L

Turned It Into a2 Horse and Flew After Them.

the twa military guards, who secompany each train,

descend and walk around the
that no robbers

cars, looking to ses

Af there 1= at
least OnG stop an hour. these guards get pome ox-
ercise before the day s over They say this cus-
tom was adopted to drive away any brigands who
might be conecenled ar about the traln, and that
it has been successful. These military guards are
very fine looking men  and Impressive
uniform. Wa saw more than one black-eyed s=en-
orita look approvingly after them as they passed
by —Outing Magasine,

are concealed.

in

wegar an




