
; THE SUNDAY OKEGONIAX, PORTLAND. MARCH 7, 19Q). S

THEIR BUSY SEASON 1 r ' if
IS NOW BEGINNING.

"
jJM SJTV I

NEW .SYSTEM INAUGUBATSd'-s- c iSS!"'vl 11

x

' ' 1 1 1 J l z?1' "

tn al.-- wtth river ie. who., read- - ,he MisstW-aVon-
;:

U I Z"1I7 .NT" CTX U
by John elfreth watkins. 1

N now comes flood time. Th e I

i. Spring rains are swelling tlie
Ft reams which feed the great riv

ers. The sun. warming to renewed
life. Is thawing out the vast snowbanks
on the high mountain tops. Everything
Is ripening for a Spring flood, if we are
to have one.

Ooubtless you have never heard that
Government has its flood prophets

as well as its rain, hail, snow and blow
prophets. AV'ell, it is true, and I have
just had a long chat with the chief of
this official corps of flood prophets,
T'rofessor H. C. Krankenfleld. in charge
of the river and flood service of the
Central Weather Bureau.

He spends upward of 150,000 a year
enough to pay President Taft's salary
in telegraph tolls on his flood warn-
ings: but often a thousand dollars to
tlie citizen is saved by each dollar spent
on the entire flood service for tele-grams, wages and everything. And its
flood prophets are ashamed to look the
world in the face If they don't predict
the height of a river's rise within a
foot, even in tlie rapid-runnin- g riversft the mountain regions, where the
least accuracy can be hoped for. Jn
tlie case of the great slow streams, suchas the Mississippi, Missouri and Ohio,they generally hit It within from one to
Three Inches. Down at New Orleans
sits a local prophet on Dr. Franken-rield'- s

staff, who regularly tells, within
about two inches, what the height of
tlie Mississippi will be three weeksJience. If he rightly predicts a rise of
20 feet above low water, there will be
3.500.000 cubic feet of water, rushingpast him per second. He can deal withsuch an enormous force and get It
within two inches. And others do thename thing right along. .

The Ways or the Prophet.
Hut how is it done?
In the first place. Professor "Willis

Moore. Chief of the Weather Bureau,

i

ASHLAND'S
What About to
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that The OregoDian.

OBSKRVING of the Legis-laiur- e,

has lifted the lid a trifle at
l"a3t and has allowed an expression from
one friend or the normal school grafts
to b? printed in Its columns, I appeal for
space for a few humble observations
from this soction of Oregon, the home
of another one of these alleged grafts.

I want to emphasize to begin with that
w are rather a simple country folk out
here. humble, albeit honest as a rule,
and nave been taught dutifully to ob-
serve our political allegiance to the State
of Orogoti and pay our tribute to its co.m-tncrci- al

center, Portland.
In our humbleness and simplicity we

read with satisfaction in The Oregonlan
two years ago that as a solution of the
normal school question, which It was al-
leged had vexed legislatures for years,
it had been decided by our wise represen-
tatives assembled at Salem to constituteone '.icard of regents for the state nor-
mal scnools. these regents to be selectedfrom counties not locally interested inthese schools, and not only to administerthem, but also to make report to thenext Legislature after a careful studyand of tlie subject, of a per-
manent normal school policy. This boardin Its wisdom saw fit to recognize thetieed for providing each of the three nat-ural geographical sections of Oregon withnormal school facilities, and recommend-ed the permanent maintenance of thethree schools already established at Wes-ton. Monmouth and Ashland, with ap-propriations for maintenance andIngs that would be commensurate withtheir needs and creditable to state insti-tutions. These regents dkl not ask ouropinion nor did we attempt to thrust itupon them. Our great Governor saw fitnot only to approve this plan, but in hismessage rart at the opening of our latelamented recommended it tofivoraole consideration in this augustbody.

As was hinted before, being simple
folks but honest, we naturally felt very
much gratified at the favor shown by
the. bourd of regents upon our section ofthe state, and took it for granted theaction of this board would settle thematter in a general ray at least. For

lias divided tlie country into
districts." containing mib-tit- al lonn BOA Thnri ...f S. '., "r.-,BW- - W
lnrs are telegraphed to the dlBtrlct

dally at 8 A. M. Along
the Mississippi there are no less thanten such districts, each with a central
station gathering daily reports from Its
subdlstricts. Xot only river gauge read-
ings are daily wired to the district head:
he gets also the rainfall and general state
of weather for his whole district. He
adds all of this information to a map
from which Is made a daily forecast of
the flood probabilities.

The range of the forecast 'depends
largely upon location.' Generally speak-
ing, the nearer the river's mouth, thelonger the warning can be given. Thus
dwellers along the Upper Mississippi can
be given but little time to remove theirproperty or themselves, whereas thosenear its mouth get ample warning. Thu
the alarm given one to two days ahead
In the upper districts: three to four days
ahead between Keokuk and St. Louis, anda week to ten days ahead from Memphis
to New Orleans. But along the rapid- -
running rivers of the Atlantic and Paclfic- -
Rlopes one or two days' warning is allthat can be attempted- - Pittsburg is pe-
culiarly unfortunate. especially Inasmuch
as is the greatest coal. Iron and steel
center of the world", eighteen hours is
the longest range or flood warning thatcan hope for. And yet not a bushel of
coal goes out of this port except on one
of these dally forecasts of the stage of
the Ohio River. Two million trainloads of
coal stood ready and waiting to take

advantage of the notice thatwater was coming to end the tie-u- p last
Bummer caused by the drought which
dried up that great stream.

Cincinnati holds the record for varia-
tion on a single river gauge 69 feet.These gauges are great measuring rodsthrust down to the river bottoms andextending farther above the surfacethan any flood is likely to reach. The
accompanying snapshot shows "flood
gauge." erected for measuring the water
when rises above the platform of the
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the board was created by the Legisla-
ture, and we foolishly thought that theLegislature would heed the recommenda-
tions of' Its creaLures.

And this impression seemed to prevail
among most citizens or the state until to-
ward the closing days of the recent ses-
sion, when a sudden and terrific on-
slaught was made upon these schools.
They were charged with being grafts,
and everybody around Salem and Port-
land (at least those whose names got In
the papers) seemed to forget that therewas or ever had been state board ofregents of normal schools charged with
the work of investigating this question
carefully. For the reports or recom-
mendations or this board were not called
for and the Governor's recommendations
were, also, It seemed, entirely forgotten.
The newspapers ran amuck, and the
mention of normal schools was to them
like waving a red rag at bull. Thepapers spread their Infection and mem-
bers of the Legislature echoed the graft-
ing sentiments. When the battle reachedthe Senate fury seemed to reign. Tlie
chairman of the ways and means com-
mittee would lose his head at the mere
susgedtion of an appropriation for threenormal schools, as recommended by
the board of regents. The President of
the Senate found himself called upon to
leave his exalted chair and climb downto the level of common member, of theSenate, where he denounced these schools
and said in effect they were conceived
in iniquity and born of Legislative log-
rolling.

We, as stated before, being simple folk
but honest, were surprised and astound-
ed at such declarations1, and began to
wonder. We thought these schools had
been such great boons to the young and
ambitious in all sections of the state, as
we knew the school here had been to
Southern Oregon. Our wonder grew when
we investigated and found that this same
President of the Senate as member ofprevious sesslor of the Legislature had
voted for the support and maintenance of
these institutions. What did his changed
course mean? We were, stunned with
wonderment and could only watch in
amazement the assassination in the Sen-
ate accomplished.

But our eyes are opening. We are still
dutiful and have continued to read the
Portland newspapers since the Legisla-
ture adjourned and are finding out some
things. For instance, one of the bright

44 "river t buililin vhpr; tli nwtii ix Htumlinir hvlh ,.r n,. ... . If H i' . I I s;3s, wtr4" v --AT" i Sl-'.-- !?; ..rJT - vJ"Ti I
I r. n. . V:" i " " . I . 1 - V- - I' ! ,,

is

it

it

a
it

,
a

a

a

i
-

they art read every hour or oftener.
Xfw Vret"a sling Svlieme.

Professor Frankenfleld tel's me that
he is now worKing- on a new forecast
scheme by which he Is able to take a
rivers Height at a given, point and
front that work out Ha forecast even
more accurate than formnrly for an-
other point' a given distance away.
Learning the amount of water passing
one station, he can now more exactly
estimate the percentage that will ap-
pear at the next station. The factorstaken into consideration are the water
In sight, the rain that lias fallen and
is running into the adjacent streams,
tlie water equivalent of snow on theground, the dryness of the soil, channelchanges, etc. He has been carefully
working the scheme out for the Ohio
River for the past three years" and it is
now in operation on over 600 of the 966
miles of- - that, stream. A separate
scheme has been worked out for each
district of thin troublesome river, ex-
cept that between Cincinnati and Park-ersbur- g.

wherein three district schemes
are applied. He says that the forecasts
on our big rivers cannot be much Im-
proved upon. Their every flood for thepast ten years has been forecast withaccuracy. Improvements are being con-
tinually striven for along our smaller
rivers.

Measuring Snow i Ground.
Men with snow gauges are now upon

the mountains of the Atlantic and Pa-
cific Coasts measuring the water which
this snow will throw 'off into the sur-
rounding rivers when the later Winter
thaw sets in. Each carries a

tube 40 inches long which
Is jabbed down here and there in thesnow crusts. When such a gauge Is
lifted It!" lower end Is closed and the

.

Money Has Been Taken?

young legislative, reporters of the Even-
ing Telegram, in the. Issue of February
22. tells how It all happened in a nutshell:"The breaking up of- the Normal School
combination . was chiefly the work of
President Jay Bowerman. He refused toappoint a normal man on the ways andmeans committee, and carefully organ-
ized other committees so that if the Sen-
ate really wanted to wipe out the schoolsthe opportunity was present."

So you see we are not so simple-minde- d
as w,e- were before. We have learnedthat the Senate was "framed up." asthey call It. against normal schools, allapparently in the interest of a

plan, which was
never broached to the people of the stategenerally until It came up In the Legisla-
ture, and was never suggested by anv
considerable number of people. Did Bow-
erman pay this price for his job as
President, with its possible perquisites ofthe acting Governorship?

But. really now, isn't it a dirty shameand a disgrace, the way the Legislature
treated the normal schools and left themstranded as It were in the middle of aterm, with forces of teachers employed
and contracted with by the state's agents,
the normal regents, for the full schoolyear, and no money to pay them. With
hundreds of students whose tuition money
for the full terra has been collected andpuf in the State Treasury, from which itcannot be extracted, clamoring for a ful-
fillment of the contract on tho part of thestate to give them instruction for the re-
mainder of tlie year; with graduates whohave spent three and a half instudy now threatened with the discredit-ing of their work tn these schools, muchof it done at a great sacrifice. Isn't it a
shameful spectacle, even as the legisla-
tors themselves may view It in theirsober senses?

Only three states in the Union, we are
told, are now in the class with Oregon innot supporting state normal schoolsWyoming. Nevada and Delaware. Withour bid for desirable immigration fromthe states further East, what kind of animpression will the news that Oregon
has repudiated its normal schools make?What will Tom Richardson say to circum-vent It?

And, honestly, besides, wasn't it acowardly thing to do to assassinate theexisting schools the way the State Sen-
ate did? Jf the people of Oregon wantone normal school let them have a chance

was givn days' warning tf n

pared witii the original quantity of
snow. Snow so varies In density that
14 Inches taken In one place and nnlv
two Inches in another will both vlehl
one Inch of water. One to ten is theaverage.

If we have a two-inc- h rainfall on top
or four Inches of snow with a two-Inc- h

water equivalent, we have a flood to
deal With; whereas. If this four-Inc- h

crust of snow has a water equivalent ofonly two-tent- of an inch, the matter
is not serious. The gaugers sound thesnow where they think it Is of mean
depth and finally strike an average for
all of the measurements. Thus, the gal-
lons of water In each square mile of
snow Is measured where a river will
be effected. In the East this work Is
done In tlie Upper Alleghenies andalong the New Kngland rivers.

Snow gauges oT new design have just
been introduced In the Rocky Moun-
tains, where they are being used all theway to the summits. This work.' just
being commenced, is in charge of Pro-
fessor F. H. Blgelow. of the Weather
Bureau, and Is purposed to aid in fore-
casting not only floods, but the amount
of water available each Spring for irri-
gation and water power in the srid
southwest. Professor Bigelow will find
out how much snow Is stored in these
mountain tops each year and how much
water it gives off. He is designing some
Ingenious and complicated apparatus
the work.

Flood Season for Kaclt Season.
There is a flood season for almost ev-

en- region. Along the lower Mississippi
It begins In February or March and oftenas early as January. But along t lie up-
per banks It does not come generally un-
til May, reaching its hlght usually-- in
the latter part or In June. Those of
the Missouri are not due until still
later: those of the Ohio anywhere fromFebruary to June; those of New Kngland

to express themselves upon It. But in
fair play let them have a free rein to
make the selection of the location. But
let them also have a free rein to express
themselves for or against the solution of
the normal school question recommendeilby the state board of regents, calling for
the support of the three exlMing schoolsat Ashland. Weston and Monmouth.

Ashland, March 2.

Italls.de of the Irudeot Sport.
Cblrago

I'm not pugnacious, not a hit.
Herore I'd ftuht IVJ m1 run.

That lm a llnr I'll aJmtt.
In fact. thtf what I' fftn 3on.I npvrr c.hiM f' any fun
In bein wiped from off th

By aom bI-- 5 brut a who weigh a ionBut, oh, I love to aee & acrap!
It Is a pity that (h pit

That Is an Inadvertent pun
I frowned upon aa mow unfit

To patronize a. thing to ihun.But fight in cook a d ta hc bun
For force and fury. flr and snap.

My morals are rafft finely jrpwn.
But, oh, I love to ce a. scrap!

I like to aee a fellow hit
A blow with force enouyh to ataflAnd come up (milling, full of grit.
As If the thing had Just begun.

Of all things underneath the sun
That la the one that warms a chap.

I'm not a Vandal, nor a Hun.
But, oh. 1 love to aee a avrap!

IV ENVOI.
To aafely sit and watch the nn

The other's crlnuon claret tup!
In mildness I will yield to pnrr,

But, oh, I love to aee a acrap!

He's Young.
Chicago News.

About himaeir you'll notice he
la voluble, exceedingly.

Our nods and wlnka he doesn't se.But prattles on unheedlngly.
Thf "lightest sign of Interest

Will loosen up his tongue
And ahow the aeerets of his breast;

But then, he's young.
"We listen to the ltitle bore.

Xo doubt, he thinks, admiringly.
Opposed, he only talks tiie more,

Aggrcaslvely. untiringly.
H has opinlona. he bclievea.

The which are freely aprung.
Ihey make us snlckor In our alee vest.

But then, he' a young. ,

We once were full of bounce and brag.
We had not learned humility;

And pretty soon our heads we'll wag
In garrulous senility.

"We wink and leer, and pooh and pish.
But there are few among

Us oldatera. after all. but wiah
That we were young.

Brazil is larger than the ITnited States:the grand total of the tradefor 907 Was $VIim).000,OoO; the foreigncommerce of Argentina in l!7 exceededthat of Japan by nearly $150,000,000.
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with the Spring rsins thst bleak up
the ice crust. On the Pacific Slope
those of the Colombia River set In about
the middle of May and last into June,
because of the very late thaw on the
mountains nnove. But the Sacramento
is apt to rise earlier in the Spring and
California's flood time is gpiier.-ll-
March, though this year the Sacramento
got on Its rampage In January and again
in February, submerging 60.000 acres,
some of It the finest land In the world.
But the Sacramento Is a pecullnr stream,
its natural channel not being big enough
to carry off over 'J5 feet of flood water.
Floods of our Kastern arxl Southeastern
rivers are apt to occur during any sea-
son except Autumn. Those of the South-
ern Appalachians sef-ni- s to come with-
out rhyme or reason, but are generally
most apt to be serious In Augut.

How AVarnlng 1m Oven.
As soon as a (loo. I is foreseen warnings

are wired to the 5"0 special substationsof the flood service. Telegrams are sent
also to representative cllixcns and news-papers. Every one In ;he threatenedzone Is given the alarm and nowadays
there is no trouble in getting them out.When the exact date of the great Mis-
sissippi flood of IS'.IT was forecast by the
service. In some places two weeks aheadof time, roost of the Inhabitants from

to New Orelar is sniffed contemptu- -
ously and refused

I

EDUCATIONAL LEGISLATION NEEDS
To Simplify Matters. Why Not a

BY JOHN S. IIUDGIN.
of the people of the state araMANY In hope that all the tlma

the legislature will not be
taken up with "salary Brabhlnu" on
the part or county officials, elected to
orric at a certain salary and now are
Irylrg- to use their official positions
for the purpose or getting; "more." andtlat yet something may hp accom-
plished In the line or need-- d rcrorms.
And nothing at the present lime Is
more In need or carerul consideration
and a complete overhauling than the
educational system of this state.

That the people of Oregon believe In
and are desirous of having- good
schools, and are willing to pay for
them. Is without question. The factthat year after year the demands oflocalities with "pulljt." and educational
enthusiasts without Judgment. havebeen met without protest by the peo-
ple. Is sufficient evidence or that ract.
The thousands of dollars that the tax-payers of the state have paid for du-
plicate state institutions of low grade,
born and maintained by logrolling leg-
islators for local purposes mainly, on
the plea that it Is advancing educa-
tion, attest this.

The school law of Oregon, if it be
lawful to call the unsymmetrical con-
glomeration of acta passed and amend-
ed at difrerent times without referenceto the harmony of the whole a law,
could be greatly slmpliried. in fact, rev-
olutionized, to- - the betterment andeconomy of public education.

By a strict division or the threefundamental grades of public educa-
tion the grammar school. the high
chool and the college requiring thedistricts and counties to maintain thefirst two, with such assistance fromthe state as Is derived from the Irre-ducible school fund, and leaving to thestate at large the task of maintainingonly schools of collegiate grade, thefirst step In simplicity would be ob-tained. There is no reason whv thowork done In the grade of thu nnrm..i

schools wa have ln Oregon should not 1

-
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"lot of fool scientist! in Washington."
They gazed upon tn.- - shrunken Father of j

Waters, flowing calmly and serenely be- -
low Its banks, and refused lo budge all
save a comparatively few people, gen
erally ridiculed by their fellows as over- -
timid. Even the newspapers scolded the .
Government for frightening a lot of silly
old women. Then came our worst flood
of a half century, right on svhortule time,
bursting levees, submerging 13.000 square
miles. Including the mains streets of a,
hundred cities and towns. To the "timid
ones" who took warning in linie, how-
ever. $13.0uC.0f worth of movable prop-
erty was saved and the total appropria-
tion of the flood service that year was
only 115.000. Each dollar of that saveda' thousand.
I'rophet "Without Honor No 1a.:stop.

lr was thus that the Mississippi Valley
people learned their lesson. They learned
it so well that when In lsot. days In
advance of Its coming, the forecasterpredicted the time of arrival or the crestor a flood wave at N-- Orleans,
they sat up and took notice. Men worked
desperately to carry off movable prop-
erty and to Increase the height and
strength of the-- levees: and when on theappointed day the flood rose to a height
of reel 7 inches. It was kept from
flooding a large portion of New Orleans

--and other places as well.

Strict Division Three Fundamental Grades of Education?

be done In high schools with normal
training courses, located In the larger
cities and towns, or in a county high
school. Neither Is there any reason
why elemntary courses In agriculture
an.l Industrial science may not be In-
corporated in tlie high school curricu-lum, ir the locality so desires. Themove that has been Inaugurated In
some or the Kastern Slates In this di-
rection is worthy of encouragement,
and tlie discussions that have been car-
ried on ln the American Acadeniv of
Social and Political Science and otherlearned bodies show that this Is notonly feasible In the larger towns, butis rapidly becoming a feature or theschool system or the more advancedcommunities, ir this ould be adopted,
and such branches in those subjects betaught In the high school where theirgrade places them, and let the commu-
nities that wish them to be taught payror them, much or the vexation and an-noyance that ronfrontj every Legisla-
ture would be done away with, and theinducement to attempt to rorcc upon
the state the task of maintaining threeor four low-grad- e normal schools forthe benefit of as many different local-
ities, or for the benefit of some schem-
ing, lobbying pedagogue with an "axto grind." would be wanting. These
schools not only duplicate each other,
but also duplicate the difrerent high
schools In the In all the essen-
tials of education.

There is no reason why the State Uni-
versity should not have correlated with
It both the Agricultural College and a
normal college and all under the man-
agement or the same board or regents
and without duplicate studies, and each
requiring the equivalent of a high school
education. This would economize and
raise the standard of such Institutions
and would remove toe necessity. or
rather the excuse, for the constant de-
mand for more buildings at every term
of the Legislature. Kvcry Intelligent per-
son knows that a large number of the
students who go to these institutions do
not do so for the purpose of pursuing
tho studies for which the school Is main-
tained, but for the purpose of studying
branches that should he taught In thehigh or grammar school, and this Is one
of the reasons that there is the constant
demand for more buildings. Buch an ar

a rise; Memphis uiir s warn-
ing or a ri.s''. All along the great
stream th- - wani ng was acted upon, an.l
although the riie all along whs mui--
greater Hum In 1S:7. 1t overflowed otilv
one-hu- ir s much territory. This1 was,
the hies t M ississiiipl flood siiK-- 14.
The grent.-s- t of our history, however.
whs In lJsi. Our sivali-?- l ,.r l:f
rrom a true flood in on." locality whs at'Hrppiu-r- . Or.. Juno II, lo. w hen
people were kill' hi. The Johnstown fl.x'ii
was not a true flood, but an accident,
due to the breaking or a dam.

Professor Fniiikeiiileld does not anilrt- -'
pate any great floods this Spring.

as lust you- r- hen bos played hall
in the IhM of the Ohio was abnormn'v
dry. causing a lojs or ten fret in I ha
average ground water of the country
Sinco then our soil h.is Ivi'n I ke a grrat.
dry spouse and It will take Spring rams
much out or the ordinary to raut a
flo.Mi. At present writing the Father or'
Waters is seven fret lower tiian he was
a year ago.

When 1 aske.l the chief of the flood
rvlce how much d.imace t Iii-s- a iniindA-tton- s

are still causing us In rpte of l --

ecs and wamlnRs. ho look pencil oT
his esr and figured I he loss f.r Dm last
two years at from $to.imvi to fTo..!... .
But this, he xpln!ned, is an unileresf
mate, sinco the service does not hear of1
ail rac

. March 5.: airo four Washington. .
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rangement would at nmn place Oregon'
schools on a scholarly hs and th re-
flex action would be felt down the llni
and would be an incentive fr each com-muir-

to establish high schools or lis
own and ciu-cura- g a local pride In edu-
cational matters and remove tho con-
stantly recurring 'normal school ques-
tion."

Another and illogical reatur
or the present school law Is the method
of cert titration of teacher.. Wo have
state diplomas, slate lire diplomas', state
certificates. siie pcrnii:s, tin en gradnt

r county primary certifi-
cates, county permits and to thrso 1

added certificates isuod by districts of
the tirst cla. with the qualification
therefor indefinite.

With the two divisions of schools intogrammar school grades and high school
grades the claysea of the certificates
should correspond, with perhaps differ-
ent grades in each class according to
scholastic standing and experience. Ill
teaching, and a diploma after a certain
amount or experience In that class: ami
there is no reason under the sun why a
license for a teacher should bo different
trom thatir a lawyer, doctor or dentist,
so far as locality is concerned.

Why should a teacher who passes an
examination ln one county on the samtquestions as one in another county bo
required to take another examination in
order to teach across the boundary line?'
Why should there lie. county certificates
when the Stute Board prepares all- the I
questions? Why should not the. State
Hoard or Kxarniners pass upon tho ques-
tions they themselves prepare and Issue,
public school certificates or grammar
grade or high school grade, aa the caamay be. good in any county in the, state,
and thus do away with the tiniiecessaryexpense or maintaining a County Hoardor Kxarniners? By this system the grad-
ing would be uniform and the f'uuuty
School Superintendent couhl alone con-
duct the examination and forward all
the work to headquarters. Is done tn
the State of Washington, thus relieving
the Superintendent or often unpleasant
duty.

The State or Oregon Is entitled to thebest, the people are willing to P3- - for a
better Stale University. better h,g!i
schools and lirtrer grammar school.La Orandc, Or.


