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A BEIMPLE FRELUDE.

There is to be a fight In this stale
on the proposition of total sabelition
or destruction of &ll ths muniments
of ths old constitution. The proposed
“smendmeant,” for stats construction
and ownership of rallroads, 1s a #0-
cislistic scheme, which would com-
pleiely annul ths constitution and
aboliah It altogether. It is completely
aocialistio; for If the siate is to ocon-
strugt and to operats rallroads, it may
undertake everwthing else, It Is an
introduction of the soclallstio plan of
control by the state of all the means
and Instruments of production and
distribution. This is the end and alm
of socialism. Ons step will surely lead
to another—mand that to another,
Every socialistio enthusiast 1s Jelight-
ed with such hopeful introduction &nd
prospect

Mr. Selling, Senator for Multnomah,
not only wvoted for this propasition,
but quoted others—saayving that
“wrealthy and brainy men from Mult-
nomah had come to Salem, showing
that it was wanted." These men ure
exceedingly shallow. Not so would
thelr fathers have done—Iincluding
the father of Mr. Selling. The father
of Mr. Balling wonld not have dodged
his representative responkibility, by
tha subterfuga of *“passing the ques-
tion up to the people Nor did%our
“wealthy and bralny men” well con-
sider what they wera about;-+they
will be compelled, befors this Is over,
to recada from thalr position, for pro-
tection themselves as well ns for
protection of the state. They are un-
chalning the tiger and don't yet know
1t Governor Chamberlaln has sent
to the Legislature a message in urgent
support of the folly. Governor and
Benator Chamberiain 1s merely a bub-
bie, cast up amid the froth and foam

af

—lapped by the tide in iits ebb and
flow. He studies tho variable and
changsful moods of that porilon of

the people with whom an opportunist

demagogy may prevall. His goal i
perzonal success. Has haa no sense
whatever of responsibllity to higher

principles that must gulde & state, or
to fundamental principles that must
lia at the bottom of~tha stale, The
only principle thnt he posscsses s that
of & sentimenta! and remintscent de-
votion to the lost cause thil was rep-
resented by the Confedarats States, of
which his native state waa one. This
makes him a nomi Democrat, and
as such enables him to command al-

ways the Democratic party vote. Sup-

ported by this, he makes excursions
for additional support Into these 50~
cinlistic fields,

The Mephistopheles of this business
Is J. N. Teal. He Is an Industrious
man, an innovator, with no knowledge
of the past and therefore no concep-
tlon of the future. His object Ik noto-
risty., He has no talent or abllity to
makes himself felt In aay WAy
and having little buxiness of his own,
he is ambitioua to Interfars with that
of the state, and with that of the gen-
aral body of hls neighbors He It was
who led that delagation to Balem, for
support of a polley that II carried
oat, would strip every one of them of
all they posseas. This might be toler-
ated, If it didn't wreck the whole state
with them. When Mr. Teal lost his
position In the Harriman service he
turned general agitator and romaoter,
but has risked very little of the
with which he s understood to have
eomnected himself by a lucky mar-
riage.

The peopls of Oregon will turn
down these shallow sophistors and so-
cialists; and The Oregonia to the ex-
tent of its ability and enery will help

other

CE{nIO

them and cast in its lot with theirs,
1ta appeal will go to every man and
to every woman In the state who has
nrop and businesa and true sense
of the sphere and functlon of the
state; who belleves In ax idependent
elitlzenshlp, wishes 10 avert the curse
of public ownership, and desires to
maintatn a true democriatic-ropublican

state, instead of & soclalistic travesty
af & state, whereln personal independ-
enca and private propesrty will disap-

pear.

For & beginning, this siatement is
sufficlent. It 1s a simple preiude to
a considerable bhody of plaln talk on
this subject by The Oregonian, be- |
tween this present now and Novem- |
ber, 1810.

THE PUBLI('S INTEREST,

The Portland gateway case sooms
to be developing into a acrious matter
for the railroads. The testimony in-
troduced at the hearing before the In-
terstate Commerce Commission In
Chicago makes somse Interesting dls-
closures of precedents established by
the Harrlman ilnes, by which the Hill
lines might be perfectly justified in re-
tusing to open their roads for long-
haul traffic over the Harriman system.
This testimony farther reveals an un-
ugunl degree of similarity tn the policy
of the rival lines toward each other.
This pollcy, unfortunately perhaps for
all concerned, has falled to consider
the convenlence of the patrons of the
roads. It seems perfectly clear from
this testimony that, If a traveler de-
sired to0 make & round trip In Hill or
Harriman mutoal territory, the re-
spective roads would place all obsta-
cles in the svay of his returning over
the rival road.

The particular case which seems to
have forced this mgtter to an I=sue ls
one in which Portland would derive
some benefit by a victory of the Har-
riman forces: but, regardiess of any
advantages which might result, there
geems to be a much greater principle
involved than appears on the surface.
That principle Is the right of the peo-
ple to demand some consideration in
& policy which so vitally concerns the
public as well as the raflroads. No

ago than Welnesday Mr, B, H,

n an suthorired interview

on the genera! rallroad situation, said:

Don't let me give you tho impressicn that
the raliroads are eatirely fres from hiame
I think they are In n moasure ruﬂondbil
for the Tow ralsed recenmtly., That what
tnclines me to the belle? that there s stron

1
need of more co-operation between railroads
and. the peopls and through them with the

lawmakers

Mr. Harriman probably did not
have the Portland gateway case In
mind st the time he expressed hls sen-
timents as reported, but he brought
out the point svhich ralirond men-
agers In the past have elther inten-
tiopally or unintentionally overlooked.
In the present case we have two pub-
lc-gervice corporations serving the
som6 territory. They are permlitted
to charge rates which are presumably
remunerative, and in réturn for thess
charges aro expected to give the pub-
lie the best service possihle Iin the ter-
ritory concernod. One of thess roads,
in {ta efforts to retnin tho gKroatest
possible amount of traffic on Its own
ralls, is sccused of, and has practical-
v pleanded gullty to, the charge of
placing obstructions in the pathway of
{ts competitor. Accused of the ob-
gtructive poliey. the offending road
sets up the plea that the complainant
in some other part of the country,
where the two llnes operate In mutual
territory, Is following exactly the
same obstructive tactics. It does mot
appear to have occurred to either of
thesa lines that the person swwho really
suffers by this unnecessary turmoil is
the humble passenger who pays the
bill, and who, by reason of the squab-
ble, i» put to unnecessiry trouble and
exponne,

Mr. Harriman {s right; the raiiroads
are not “entirsly fres from blame,”’
and he fs niso right in his bellef that
“there s sirong need for more oo~
operation beatwaen rallronds and the
people and through them with the
lawmakers.” If the rallroads were a
littls mors considerate of the righta
and conveniences of the people, thera
wonld be & mataricl lessening of the
anti-railroad ssntiment,’ which 1Is
rather pronounced. Every west-bound
travaler who has his route disarranged
and is put to unnecessary trouble In
rechecking his baggage at Portland
will have anything but A friendly feal-
ing for the road that s causing him

all the trouble,
ORATORY.

In his Commoner Mr. Bryan has an
article on “Lincoln &s an Orator.”
But ILincoln wasn't an orator at all
He had no tricks of speech. He sim-
ply “talked right on.” But when he

spoke he sald something. Now Bryan
is an orator. Heo engages the atten-
tlon of all—or most—who ‘hear him.
But he never says anything.

Oratory s not for tha reflective but
for the emotional mind. The groatest
orntor, therefore, is the best actor. It
doesn't matter what he says. It's hia
way of saying it. The clpse thinker,
the deep thinker, can't ba 4n orator at
all. Hiz audience cand follow him.

it was publication of Lincoln’s
speeches that made his fame. Read-
Ing his speeches. people admired the
closeness of hix statement and  the
force of his reasoning But merely as
an orator ha was Inferior, Infinitely, to
Douglas, Hence Douglas carried the
erowd and was elected to the Sﬁ:l"mﬂ
over Lincoln,

Before 4 genoral
audtince JTdncoln would have no
chance at all against an eaxsy, confi-
dent, claptrap talker, ltke Bryan. An
sudience must be enzertained. It will
not listen when required to think.
For, as Shakespeare says, “action is
eloquence, and the coyves of the ignor-
ant more learned than their ears.”

or miscellaneous

DISHONEST STREET CONTRACTORS.

The generally nocepted opinlon in
regard Lo strest work s that property
nwners are forced to accept such
service as 1s given by contractors In
material used, the kind of work per-
formed and the time taken In s per-
formance, roagardless of specifications
in all of thess lines by which they are
supposed to be bound. In the lang-
uage used by contractors to proteat-
ing property owners, they have *“the
clty back of them,” meaning, of
course, the city engineer’s office, and,
us everybody knows, the clty “needs
money,” That this is an oxaggorated

opinton baspd upon the supposed
s=ness of the tndividual tax-
has been frequently shown In

nt vears by the united and suc-
s=ful reslstance of & number of tax-
payers to the demand for pay for
work obviously, and sometimes no-
toriously lacking in wvital points af-
lfecting Its durability.

A ca=e In point ocoupled the atten-
tion of tha State Circuit Court in this
city during several days of a recent
week In which & number of property
owners on Esast Burnside strest stood
together, Tresisting payment for an
Improvement of that street as made In
1502, The protestants were anxious
with others, to have the strect graded
and macadamized st that time. Many
of them had suffered from a plank
improvement of that thoroughfare
a few vears before, and were anxious
for o durable improvement, as stroet
paving goes and were willing to pay
adequately for such an improvement.

It was specifled in the contract un-
der which the work was undertaken
that no rock larger than four Inches
in its greatest diamoter should Dbe
used In the first course lald after the
gtrest had been brought to the proper
grade, and that the top dressing
should be of screened gravel proper-
ly packed and rolled. It soon be-
came apparent that “four Inches In
diamter" for rock of the firat course
was being stretched to six, eight, ten
and twelve inches—tons of such rock
being mixed with smaller rock and
deposited on the strest. Reamon-
strance on the part of some of the
property owners affectsd was disre-
garded and in due time the fraudu-
1ent  foundation was covered to &
depth of several Inches with a mix-
ture of loose earth, gravel and soft
chipped or broken rock.

To make o compact, durable surface
of this by rolling or any other process
was of course lmpossible. Fall rains
came on and the street was soon &
quagmire with iarge rocks protruding
here and there through the surface of
the muddy pool. Summer cams and
the top drassing of the street literally
“went into the air” in clouds of dust
except a8 it was wet down by street-
sprinkiers, scraped Into plies and
hauled away in the city's dump carts.

In the meantime thoss whio had re-
sisted payment had had thelr day in
couri and upon some technlcality
were defeated. Appeal to the Suprema
Court followed and the case was re-
manded for rehearing. Disagresment
of the jury followed In this instance.
The protestants rested, and lately,
they weras called upon to pay up' or
resist re-assessment. They choss the
isttor course and after a stobborn
trial, {n which, as at previous trials,
many lerge sogke taken from the

.

strest when {t was opened shortly
aftasr the svork was finigshed, by the
Water Company for the purpose of
laying a main, were In evidence, and
& number of property owners on the
strest, besides tho contestants, had
testifisd as to the nature of the im-
provement, the jury after many hours
of deliberation compromisad upon a
verdlet which ordered the property
owners to pay twenty per cent of the
original assessment, thus throwing off
eighty per cent for defects in material
and construction.

Individual interests in this case
woere small—insignificant indoed—as
comparsd with the public lnferests in-
volved. The result shows that If prop-
erty owners will stand together to re-
gigt the imposition of first-cigas poy
for inferior materinl used, In wviela-
tion of contracts on street work, and
present their cass strongly and truth-
fully before an open-minded Judge,
gnd inteiligent jury they will not have
te submit to palpable fraud under the
nama of street improvement. Whether
1t acts as & warning to fraudulently
disposed contractora against juggling
with specifications, or encourages
property owners to resist paymant
made for fraudulent work in full con-
fidence thut they will get justice In
the end by appeal to the courts and
jury, this legal battle and Its outcoms
will prove valuable ss an objeoct-les-,
Bon.

While the city, on the part of tho
contractors, feels that it was not ut-
terly wvanquished, the property own-
ers in this case feel that they won a
substantial victory sincs they are gen-
erally willlng to admit that the work
waa perhaps worth one-fifth of the
sum thnat wans clalmed for it, having
served as a makeshift for traffic near-
Iy saven years. A petition for the
substantial improvement of this prom-
tnent thoroughfare nwill doubtless scon
follow this declslon, and It Is =afs to
pasume that the work will ba dona the
next time with dua regard to the
specifications,

THE MORALS OF THE ETAGE.

Persons who feel the burden of pub-
ic morallty upon their souls seem to
be at thelr wits’ ends for some way of
purifying the stage. They confess
that the theater I8 growlng worse and
worse every day. Plays which were
deomed something dreadful ten yoears
ago are now recelved as maodels of
propriety, whilla the ones which scan-
dalize us granting that we Are over
really scandslized, are frankly Inde-
cont. How far ls this to go? The
president of the Theatrical Managers'
Assoclation in New York thinks It has
gone far enough already, and swould
put a stop to its baleful progress by
appointing & censor of the stage.

The censor is an ancient expedient.
e has been tried and sbandoned in
almost every country In the civillzed
world, It 13 pretty commonly agroed
by those who know anything about
the history of the stage that no censor
ever helped {13 morality an atom,
while In his various embodiments he
hns done inemleulable injury to dra-
matle art. A stage censor must elther
tdéllow his own taste in lcensing plays
or he must follow the taste of some
clque or faction. If he follows his
own taste, then we have the lovely
spectiacle of one grent domaln of Hter-
ary art subjected to the gross preju-
dlees of a politician, for the man who
rises to the censarship is always a
politiclun, and ono of the dullest sort,
since no decent man wishes such a
position, and no intelllgent man feeln
competent 1o Il 1t If the censor
obeys a cligue his decizlons are in-
evitably &s narroav as factional fury.

Hut there 8 no profit In discussing
the proposal to-put the stage under o
censorship, because the public Is not
Ukely to permit it. The police already
axorcise ss much censorship as the
people will tolerate. We may gathor
from a hint here and thera In tho dis-
cusslons that part of the present out-
ery against the Immorality of tha stage
proceeds from commercial rivalry.
One manager puts on & successiul
piay, whila hls compestitor Is caunght
by a faflure. What could bs mors
natural than for the unfortunats mun-
ager to attack the morality of the
other’s play? All he needs to do Is
to define “Immoral” as anything dif-
férent from the tone of his own pro-
duction and he can rall to his heart's
content with no fear of an answer.

There Is also a clear tendency
smong the old-fashioned New York
managers to call evary play immoral
which seeks to do more than mersly
amuss an audlence. Thus Mr. Charles
Burpham says In the New York
World: “If tha play ils good It enter-
talns, and that's all clean-minded per-
sons attend performences for)” Bad
plays therefore ara thoss which try
to do something <lse besides enter-
taining, and people who sttend such
plays nre not clean-minded in Mr,
Burnham's estimation. Ewvidently he
has formed his opinions from a study
of his own sudiences. It cannot be
admitied, however, that he s right or
anywhers near right. A great muny
persons whose minds are as clean ay
any theater mansger's {n the world go
to see plays which do much mors than
entertain. ‘There 15 lttis mere enter-
tauinment in King Lear. It 1s a severe
trial of the emotions to see the play
through, vet many persons ondergo
the ordeal becsuse they find noble
excrclses of the Intelligence In ita
poetry and moral instruction In jis
plot.

“You don't go to ths theater in the
hope that you jvill galn erudition. One
goes to a theater to dlstract his or her
mind and attention from the ordinary
troublea of existence and business.”
Mr.

Thus saith further the sage
Burnham. Of course he Is partly
right. Soma peopla go to the thea-

ter for distraction pura and simple,
but thers are others who go not for
that purpose, but for high Intsliec-
tual enjoyment. They do not go when
they are tired, but when they are at
thelr best, in order to taste the full
excellence of the play. No person
weariéd with business. or anything
else could enjoy Ibsen's Chosts, and
for such It was not written. The
opinion of far the greater part of the
clvilized world, both anclent and mod-
ern, holds thst the stage Is o valu-
able means of education and that the
cultivation it offers goes Immeasure-
ably beyond the entertalnment of
tired traders. The New York man-
agers have pretty generally forgotten
that the drama Is the highest form of
literature, and the stage the most ef-
feotive means of popuiar education,
Others are reminding them of It, how-
ever, and they retort the best they can
by calllng the newer plays immoral
and declaring that people who go to
the theater to think instead of grin
are not clean-minded.

Thers Is no immorality in the dls-
cussion of the vital problems of life
on the stage. That is what the siage

& fos. Fomons who think it exists |

merely to make somebody laugh and
forget his money troubles are sadly
mistaken. For that exalted purpose
the vaudeville and dime moving-pic-
ture ehow exist. Thea troe theator has
a higher mission. The Immorsllity
which does renlly threaten it 1= of o
character entirely different from svhat
Mpr. Burnham and his llk decry. It
15 the Immorality of indecent specta-
cles, of lswd dances, of suggestive
songs. It is these things which cor-
rupt the theater-goer, npnd they act
upon the mind of the “tired business
man" just as strongly as upon the
voung boy and girl. It may ba as-
gerted without the slightest fear of
contradiction thit no person not al-
rendy hopelessty degenernts Wis ever
injured merally by any play of Ber-
nard Shaw’s, of Thean's or of Flnero's,
Nor can they be harmed by such a
play 8s “The Basiest Way."” Plays
which discuss serlous subjeocts ear-
nestly and reverently are not to be
feared. It is the amusing, the anter-
taining play, the one which appeals to
the senses and not to the Intelligencas
which contains the deadly polson and
instils it into the minds of the aud-
fence,

LIBERIA.

An echo from a far-away time of
perplexity and anxisty In the world
of phlianthropy Is the word that heads
this article. A =lgn of earnest effort
for tha slevation of his race long be-
fors ho was born, the word, carTying,
as it has always carrled, o plea for aid
and comfort, falls from the lps of
Hooker T. Washington. Now, &s ever,
it stands for the theory that tha nogro
{s, under proper environment, capable
of self-gavernment; It rapresents am
effort, now within ten yeuars of a con-
tury old, to provide him with this sn-
vironment.

Faclng nogro slavery at a period
when its abuses aried ajoud to human-
ity for abatement, and the negro prob-
lems when there was practically no
place In law or ethics for free negroos
in the Unlted BStates, wide-minded, but
to an extent vislonary philanthropists
concelved the scheme of colonlzution
upon the west coast of Africa of such
members of the colored race as eould
be induced to turn their faces toward
the land of thelr ancestors. The
Unitadd States Government had begun
to- foel the prick of consclence in re-
gard to its trectment of the negro,
and in response to appeal gave couns
tenance and aid to the schems, and
Liberia came Into existonce.

It has with varying fortunes main-
tained this existence for nearly A cen-
tury, making, however, little progress,
and, Indeed, for the most part forgot-
ten by thes great world of civilization,
upon the border of which It has strug-
gled for all these years without gain-
{nyg a secure footing. Thia {a not sur-
prising, As stated by Mr. Washing-
ton, the colony 'was composed at the
start of & small band of people just
otit of slavery in this country, with no
experionce In government or in man-
aging educntional Institutions and
without responsibility for thelr own
conduct. They were sent to & foreign
shore and practieally abandoned to
thelr own efforts and devices. A lit-
tle handful on the border of a mighty
continent, the great Interlor of which
swarmed with wholly unclvilized
biack men, It 18 surprising that for
ninety years these colonists, their de-
scendants and such strageling recruits
as came now and agaln from the
United States, have held a place on
the mop and even & procarious footing
among the peoples of the earth.

The cltigens of Liberia now number
ghout 40,000, and back of them In the
Hinterland are about 1,600,000 pmav-
agea of thelr race. In the view of ex-
Secratary Root, Liberiz fs an Ameri-
ecan colony, and as auch 1s entitled to
the consideration, ald and comfort of
the Government With this opinion
as the basis of his plea, Mr. Wash-
ington urgea the Government to’ren-
der practical assistance to its strug-
gling colony. The people neead advice,
direction and financlal assistance In
commeralal, Industrial and educationsl
linea. For the purposa of finding out
just what they need, It la urged that
three commissoncers be sent over thare
without delay. Bince the United States
Government stood sponsor for the
enlony when It was established, It la
urged upon it as a matter of duty that
the effort represented by the name
“Liberia” be not allowed to lapse and
tha colaony to porish.

LINCOLN'S RELIGION.

Tha question whether Lincoln was
a roligious man or not could never
have been ralsed by a very intelligent
person. Everybody who has accom-
plished anything in the world has been
rellgious, though not all of them have
been conventionsl or orthodox In their
faith. Lincoln, llke many other great
men, pald little attention to the outer
forms of worship. He svas Indifferent
to churchgoeing and seldom or nevor
meds & formal prayer, while nobody
thinks of asking whether he was ever
baptized of ceremonially united with
the church. Conceraing such a man
an he was, thess things do not matter.
The external rites of the churches are
like our clothes, To some they ure
{mportant to others trivial, There are
people who are uplifted by the knowl-
edge that they are well dressed. Em-
erson tells of A woman who guaid that
the consclousness of having scemly
garments on outwelghed with her all
the consolations of religion. Plenty
of men and women becoms gentle, re-
fined and even virtuous in proportion
to the excellende of their clothss,
while there are others whom raiment
makes contemptuous of those leas
gaudily srrayed. It all depends on
what is inside & man &a to the wWay
outside things will affect him.

So it is with ecclesiastical rites,
Some ure helped by thoem to genulne
religion, to others they ara an tmpedi-
ment. Many mistakes the rites of re-
ligion, which are but clothing, for re-
Hglon itself, just as now and then 4
man's attire ls mistaken for ths man
in epite of Burns and all the other
poets. The clothes of religion are no
more than a gulnea stemp, like those
wa wear on our: bodles The gold
wounld be gold all the same If it had
never been to the mint. It was the
pure gold of religion, not ths outer
coverlng, which Lincoln had. In
othar words, he possessed falth In the
innate justice of thes world. If he had
not belleved that justice was woven in
the web of the universe, he could not
hava found courage to sacrifice his life
for it Men of his caliber do not
throw away their lives for something
they do not believe in. . Slnce Lincoln
gave his years and his energles for the
establishment of justice among men,
wa are compelled to admit his conii-
dence In it existence and its altimate
triumph. He was yot of those who
hold that the world'is as good as It
ever can be, that rt for ths better-

contentment with present conditions Is [
our duty. He was & great apostle aof
discontent, with evil and unconquer-
able hops for good. With his hope !
went tirelass effort, for Lincoln svas
anything bdut a dremmer. Above all
elza he was a man of action striving
against terrible obstacles to maks his
fdeals real in the Ilfn of men.

Belleving as he 4id in justice and
the surety of Its uitimate reign on
earth, Lincoln must have believed in &
will suprema In the univorse whosa
rule is justice. That ha did beileve In

od we kiow from his own words on

any different occasions; but If he
had never sa!ld so we should know it |
quite as well, for a universe without
n God is not ons in which a man can
sncrifice himself to high ends or labor
for distant results On the -other
hand, Lincoln never tried to formulnta |
his 1dea of God in preciss language.
Perhaps he never even thought of do-
{ng =0. Multitudes of davout peopla
find their concept of God too large to
be expressed in set terms. The limi-"
tations of langunge distort the noble
outlines and minify the qualities of &8
being who is best known in pure con-
sclousnass. No person can truly teil
to another what he knows about God.
The revelation is always immediate.
This is the reason why men like Lin-
coln are shy of discussing religion. It
|= something too near and intimate,
They know well that words cannot
convey its significance and are only
ton Ukely to give a false report of 1It,
do the best they can with them. Lin-
coln never confessed hls falth except
in largs, indefinite expressions which
might suggest to {lluminated aouls
what he meant but could not mislend
thoss who sought something more
tangibls. To him religlon was far
from the tangible.

Of course Lincoln never set to work
to tabulate the characteristics of the
Almighty. If he*had sald anything
upen the subject, he would have
agreed with ths great Russian poet,
Pushikin, who addressed thes delty as
“helng whom we call God and know no
more.” Tha afforts of theologlans to
catalogus the atirlbutes of God only
balittle the concept of him, while they
are not devoid of absurdity, since to
maks the catalogus complete It wwould
have to be of infinlte length. How
ean wo possibly know what his quall-
tlesx are? Lincoln held invincibly to
hils falth that God Is good and that he |
1s consequently Jjust. Whether his |
goodnean agrees with our ldeas or not
Lincoln never tried to ascertain,
though he must have felt that we, see-
ing through & glass darkly, can com-
prohend goodness only in part. His
wavs are above our ways and what
séoms to us jost may be terribly
wrong in the large view of one whosa
horizon takes In the outer orbits of
sSphee.

Lincoln's religion, therefors, was of
that kind which most of the great mon
of the world have possessed and prac-

ticed. It consisted of fafth, not «
monles. It wums a method of Ilife
rather than a coreed. It gave him

ground for hops, sustiained his cour-
age and provided him with an alm for
his litework. Anatole ¥France hos weill
shown In his "Garden of Eplcurus”
how little there would be to strive for
and how hopeless our labors looking

1
be if

to the remots fuiure would
sad no belief In & God who would
treasure up results and  preserve

achlevement so that the world might
grow permanently better. Lincoin be-
lleved. that there was such a God, ona
who numbers the halrs of our heads
and takes good that nothing
worth saving shall ever he lost.

care

THE FULL FLOWER.

Now hers is the crowning triumph
of the bunco gama sngineored by the
Governor and his sarviceabls friendas
in' the Legislature, through the emear-
geney clause business. J. 8. Coke, o
Chamberlaln partlesn, is appointed to
be & third judge in the SBecond Judil-
elal District, whera siuch an emer-
genoy exists as can be met only by the
award of & job to one who has stood
In on this deal and other deals, The
anllent feature of this whele discred-
itable transaction is that It was con-
anmmirted aver ths written protest of
Judgea Hamllton and Harris, of the
Second District, who declared that
thers was no need for three judgoes,
but that two could do and wers doing
the work. What excuse can the Gov-
srnor give, or anybody give, for this
dirty traffic in judiclal jobs, for which
the long-suffering state must pay?

But wa are now sesing executive
“non-partisanship” in its full Sower.
No scheme for the creation of any
new office to tnks care of some hun-
gry politlcal dependent hzs falled to
meet the encouragement of the Gov-
ernor who has boldly and without
seruple traversed his seritten messages
and stultified his record that he
might, before he ebandoned Salem for
Washington, reward a Gatens or a
King or a Slater, or others like them
who enjoy the sunshine of tha Cham-
berlain favor. What has become of
the long-sustained assumptlon of “our
George” to superlor wirtus In publie
affuirsT It is gone, utterly gone, and
there i{§ now no protenss even that It
was or {8 genuine.

THE NAVY'S VALOR.
The voyage of the fleat around the
world will be remembered by historl-
ans as one of the great events of tha
Roosevelt Administration. s effects
will be far-reaching and svill endure
for many years., It is awvorth all it has
cost and will take high place among
the many proud achievements of the
Navy, Curlous investigators who
troulile themselves to compnre the
record of our fieets with that of our
armles do not find that the seafaring
srm of the service has much to be
sshamed of. The flest under Paul
Jones won pretty nearly the only vie-
tory we had to hoast of In the Revo-
lution bafors Yorktown. In the War
of 1812 it won victary after victory,
whila the army was uniformly defeat-
od until Jackson retrieved its credit ot
New Orleans, When the Rebellion
broke out, the army officers who had
been educated ot Weast Poilnt went
over to the foe in such numbers that
the troopa were left without capable
leadership, and it was the Navy whlch
remained trus to the flag and by It»
victorles kept the country in heart and
hops while the soldlers were learn-
ing how to fight. This last exploit
of the floet takea 1ts place, therofors,
quite naturally ln a glorlous list, and
perhaps Its results will turn out to bs
gs important as thosa of any of the
rest, "

One outgrowth is, that though all
the money the people should put into
state ownership of rallroads were lost,
yet other and greater values would be

creatad by the rallroads. This s

soms of the people for the bemefit of

m,amummmi

| others, the tranafer of yaluea by

beantiful. It means the robbery of | not more vicious legislation,

edict ‘of tho stats from those who have
labored for them and earned them |
and paid the taxes, for the benefit of
speculators in landy In various parts |
of the state, who got the lands for
Hittla or nothing, and are holding
them for speculative prices, to be ob-
talned by taxation of all the people
of Oregon. The moving force In this
business comes from thoss Eastern
Oregon land grants.

SILHOUETTES

BY ARTHIUR A. GREENE
3 marked advance In the price af
ch Is reported on

{5 a novers DIOW At

prunes
arke
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S It in hard for a woman to make &
A Bherman County farmar, who | gscret gift to a charitabls fund
enld wheat last Fzx!l, has just pur- I T *
chazed 100 bushels for seed nt §1 xho are as gond as thelr
| per bushal. Before that Wall-strest very good at that
clique, which = reported to be or- . -
ganizing a fight to A fnish nagnir The henpocksd hushand never fully un-

of Indepond-
for an

Wheat King Patten, goes' too far with
the gams, it might consider the case— |
not necessarily of the Sharman County

farmer—but of o good many tho
other short sellers who may be ¢

town

r that they will

| Many peopls

{ato the market to buy wheat at ¢x- | walt for Gabyl is trumpet tha
travagant prices. .As to the fortunate | second time on on morn.

few who siill have real wheat for . * .

sale: they can view the forthcoming I men would sober thay would

o

ploces

battle with equanimity, so long as the | ke

foreign market continues to absorb L. . ®
the world's offerlngs at prices wall THa pountry wiil soon be abla to hear
above the norm figure of recent | itself 1 Roosevell reilres in two
years., In his présent cnmpalgn, wonks
Patten seema to be recelving material . . -
ald from those Irresistibls economie A gar fr iship outliveas many
forces—supply and demand,

Bomething must have gone WwWrong

with the plans of that reported Wall-
street syndleata of bears who wer
ganized far the purpose of pund
Mr. Patten’s wheat boom
option at Chleago yosterday soc

E=4n

to & new record, and closc

highest polnt of the senson,

per bushel, A few o f su
strength s the ma i} |
playing will result |

ing of the American
for the purposs of
bushel as a price “‘equitable all

our ‘h

ol pialn-spas

seller and buyer.” The Minnes
Market Record chides the sooloty one leg gote
exte a | iInto trouble ha dlscovera the futility of

in fafllng to

t
- . .
for Whan 4o man with only
its Ingratituda
|
i

vote of thanks to Mr, Patten and his | lame excuson
followers for their kindness in tak- A,
{ng the slack out of the market and ATy Jan
o ahnnla
carrying the surplus unitil demand | ":‘ Lo >
overtalees supply. S R At
. . .

S8tubbornly fighting every inch of The Housshold Pet.
progresss made by the  Irres! fills Suodgrass !s his mother's
wave of decency sand maral lory,

8 roping over the countr) of bahy tricks

gnmbler and his friends ar | can toa Towder., now he

carried into oblivion, ven wild and cat

wooly Nevada ls secking to cscape llcks the next-door

from the unenviable inction of be-

ing one of the few renmaining ktates Annte playfully with
Annd Ay y t

where the gambling p# site can ply ’

his trade and Is about to maove up syrup into papa's Eunday

higher through passage of & law pre- —— 2 = - -

Kiok

ontine. leensed rambling. The bill .

venting licensed g .11:;.!1.,. The bill Alwayy

has beon made o sp order for next | .. o v s jerrning how & hoot
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nounces that It will ““{-!“““(“ﬁ::_. puss, nad a8 infent fancy Coles On Ignroting,
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Bverybody

in tha block
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s i s 1r T for ]l
Wednesday by ] r B 7
: 2 they try to comb his tresses,

two v majority by

'8 !
which the t5' won, lenves an - ! Peotting him with fond carmnses,
T el : N Baby btoy lots
teresting ficld aculation as to :
what might has ned had thut lf - E""_'_"_’ : "
nolsy, sacril nt humbug, I‘\ e e Sr“"‘,.'_mﬂ o
Billy Sunday, re way from the | ¥ e I‘-'-‘ fathar mildly arguss lan't
state capital. Christianity and the rigat. .
causs of tempersncs have suffered A,
much at the hands of their alieged | \:"' SRS ("t':’_mm _m’ WA
frionds, but ffom no agency in ra- | o #30F %0 weo WM S8, . .
cent years have they recelved | For the OB chlld’s very far from: wall
body blows as from this pr R ROR L
assapnln of language nnd re ’3"“ he plays the grand planner
—_— wWith & hammear In A manner
Bad anough to make a perfect angel mad.

“Nevada,” says a Philladaliphia
erched opon i
T

a conslidarable

Mnlkes you dl when he'n busy
This original ““Blazy I=zy“'-—

When he's happy, peace and quiet take a

newspaper,
talng and

at

from the Paclific Coast, s as vallant

os the goat which, standing upon u‘ hike—

roof, appllea injurious epithets to the Mother's ounning litils toy, eriginal
wolf on the ground below. Nevada, rough-houns boy;

with the population of one of ihe Burely, Willls is a very lovely tyke.
wards of Philadelphin, fa entirely S

ready for war with Japan.,” That The more ono Jearna the less bha WL

isn't bad, at all ocertain of.
L ] L ] L

California having scotched the rmoe- A genius misunderstoof s & onged
track evil, an army of hangers-on now | sightingale,
hiwve the opportunity of dolng an in- s
ternational service by taking th| “Bvery ono should have a fsw enemies ta
places of undesirabla Japanese as | boanst of.
fruitpickers, While tha vocation may o g

The surest way to ikeep from falling 8
g upwanrd and climbing.
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not ba 50 remunorative 1t s more hon-

| o kesp on lookin

.

The most offective argument against

woman suffrage Is the disgraceful ocon-
duct of the London suffrigeties.

orable.

Now that the agony s over, let |
every Oregon taxpayer Inqulre calmly
Into tha atns of omission and commis.

slon by a Logisluture whose membears | . . i
ware chosc by the p=ople to expresa A coward ahould not woar Nigh-besled
the will of the people—and then | ghoass
deapnlr, A
e ‘ In Ueu of srgument, fools malka beta
“Colonel” Hofer grunts and grum- - - -

bles at the death of the medical bil A mman i onty as rich as be feels.

The *“Colonel” would allow a Chh . &
man with 4 certificate to practice and Many of ua would be counted charit-

forbid his grandmother prescriblng | able for giving looking flasscs to bitnd
boneset tod. e,
—_——— — — - . -
Having provided for the emascula- bohind another never gots

tion af certadn evila In O on, Dr. front
Owons-Adalr moves on to Washingtan, . . -
Trouhle §5, her reform {8 not sulfl-] 1t s betier to eat po i) 1l pay
clently -drastle. But It may do for @ | gor them than to indulge in terrapln en
beginning. credit

P — — | . - -

Five men fishing Thursday off Long | Muny pew-holders bring their clothes
Beach, Cal, encountered ] urch and leave themsalves out-
forty fect long with a
barrel. Jag-curl . . .

of that bait for a 2 .
how tie you
r o d's 182 5=

Aftor forty days and 3
lika an elderly ge . L -
perhaps Orogon s - . LR ol A
and the dove s AEEAS n' nel-
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ants who have no le are . N ¢ o, e e & - .IJ'
fied of & H per cent ady &, they need | WeGInS . L0 R alp de tho
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not ba shocked. Increased rentals | ®F-Te B85 -
are fnevitable.
= e A rose hy any o ~oets abowut
What malkes the matier more jrel- | B¢ same at tha florist’a shop
. .
tating ‘Is ¢} haven't o Tweed or .
a Croker furphy or r to nt it
blame, TU'Hen la oul of poll or | seasan «
should be. =
— THE FORELOVER.

The man with tha h wtle 1 his wake, the blind
ge-ner.u.‘.!y unfits him
can now do himself and his d's noat will gnknowihg
munity good nnder the bounty luw Jd nlanats o and &

Tt is- rellably reported that 80,000 I 1is reckiens sall io ahadow
homeseakers will arrive In Portland

- v
before May 1. Sh-sh, don't say a 1’ Nt ‘ot
word sbout taxes. et Bl U

They asy at Salem that it's n $4,000,- vex him eyes,
000 state. But it has a J0-cent Legis- o
lature [ North, sullen

== = Ty liness, and his de-

King Alfonso sfuse rday y
to fly high. It wns hig time. ! 3 usand wheels a
Gorvals saya it his a v -.-.;ve-n.m;',| ¢ R kie own 3734 K.
antin BEVity rabably ! I : b :
for a dentigt. Cavity, probably. skl ke

And the wonder ls that thero wos

1 a natlon's ways with

ot snd with brand

il oz his last-won wildarness an empire's
bolwarks wiand

—Hudyard Elping, |
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