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TUB SHADOW.

There was not much of Oregon, ex-

cept area, when It was erected Into a
t ate of the Union area and the

virtues of the few citizens
whom the great area contained. The
area still Is here, and there are more
citizens, too few of whom, however,
are concerned about the virtues of the
old fashion. Sincerity and truth and
prudence and Industry, respect for
constitution and statutes and higher
law, personal Independence and un-

selfishness, knowledge of the citizen's
true relation, to the state, and of the
state's true) relation to the cltisen,
have not Increased in proportion to
the growth, of numbers within the
state.

Oregon lonj-- time was Isolated. The
state during many years received v-- ry

little addition to Its numbers, from
Immigration. Fanciful and specula-
tive Ideas grew up within an environ-
ment which produced Its own peculiar
variations, thus fulfilling the Dar-

winian law. The fruits are seen In

the numerous Innovations which, have
been carried Into our political life and
Into our legislative system. Oregon Is

the first state, and thus far the only
one, to abolish the constitutional sys-

tem of government, and to leave
everything to disposition of statutes,
which may be changed by accidental
majorities, as often as elections are
held. It is the first state, and thus
far the only one, to abolish the party
system as an agent or instrument of
government. To those who made the
constitution of Oregon, now super-

seded by the figment called "the will
of the people," It was unthinkable
that an American state could exist
without a fundamental law, placed
above temporary gusts of opinion, In-

terest, passion or desire. The consti-
tution, indeed, was not immovable nor
unchangeable; but it interposed de-

lays that gave the people time to
think over the proposed changes and
to revise their opinions. It was' a
higher law, in the truest sense di-

rectly opposed to that notion of higher
law which assumes the right, when
passion Is stirred, to set aside law or
to trample on It. It was, besides, that
higher law which has Its foundation
In a profound truth, the truth that
legislation and Jurisprudence have
their basis in ethics, and must de-

velop with the unfolding of the com-

mon consciousness of right and wrong.
The constitution of Oregon fulfilled
these conditions for many years, and
so content were the people with it that
they refused all efforts to change it;
till, upon a sudden, when aroused and
incensed by a series of political or
party atuses to which they desired to
put a stop, they forced this complete
constitutional change though it was
not at all necessary to the purpose
which they had In view; and thou-
sands voted tot it without the least
idea that it ever would be carried to
the ultlmates of socialism, ' now
threatened by the attempt to remove
the barriers erected by the founders
of the state against theorists, agitat-
ors, doctrinaires and demagogues,
with whom there had been long ex-

perience elsewhere, and under whose
activity private property and business,
peace, rest, prosperity and order, al-

ways have disappeared, and always
will.

This is the present situation. It is
by far the greatest peril that Oregon
has ever encountered. Every socialist
will cast his vote to change the con-

stitution, :o as to break down the
principal barrier It establishes against
his purposes, and to engage the state in
the construction of railroads, knowing
that it Is a first great step to universal
state ownership of all the means of
production and distribution. These
number, or have been supposed to
number hitherto, from ten to twenty
per cent of the voting population of
the state. It is not a small force to
start with. The proposition for state
ownership of railroads plays directly
int.o the hand of all who hold social
ist theories, in any of their forms.
Under the system private enterprise,
private business and private property
must disappear.

Oregon now stands, on this fiftieth
anniversary, upon the brink of this
abyss. That she will plunge Into it
we do not believe; but the look into it
creates sufficient terror.

The state has been making during
the last ten years rapid progress In
many ways. To continue It the indis-
pensable condition Is refusal of a pol-

icy that would warn people of con-

servative Judgment to keep their cap-

ital away from it, to stay or get away
themselves, and to place such prop-
erty ea they have already In the state
Into the form of movable values, as
fast as they can. All these conse-ouenc- es

lurk in this menace; and it
may Just as well be understood now
as later and better, because to un-

derstand It now is to take the resolu
tion and the means necessary to avert J

the danger. Oregon's
that ought to be a happy one, cannot
be so in the Judgment of any citizen
who comprehends this peril. The
Oregonian is not mistaken about It.

It Is no more mistaken than It has
been heretofore on any of the great
economic and constitutional questions
that have come along In procession
during its career as a public Journal;
because its estimate bt these things
Is founded upon principles that have
long been established In experience
and approved In history; whereof
those who set up the governmental
systems of this and other states and
desired to guard them, had knowl-
edge for their purpose and guidance.
But there Is firm reason to believe
that the appeal to Oregon will not be
powerless to avert this calamity.

If the proposal to scuttle and sink
the state should go from the Legisla-

ture to the people, as we suppose It
will, it will dwarf every other issue in

the election of next year. Candidates
for all offices may prepare to take no-

tice of it. Experimentation with the
constitution in its political parts has
been accepted or tolerated, because It
Is not thought actually dangerous.
But when it comes to removal of bar-

riers erected to keep off the hounds
and wolves of socialism, people who
wish to preserve their rights of prop-
erty and business and Industry in an
orderly state will be compelled to take
notice and action.

TIT FOR TAT. ,

Multifold reminiscences and reflec-
tions surge to the front when one
reads the news that the hopgrowers of
Oregon are preparing to Invade Eng-
land and oppose the contemplated
tariff on bops. Tears ago, when our
own blessed and protec-
tive tariff was not quite so well in-

trenched as it Is now, one of the
strongest arguments in its favor was
the sedulously circulated fiction that
England opposed it. Whatever Eng-
land opposed must be best for Amer-
ica. Suppose the British should now
turn the tables on us? It Is a poor rule
that will not work both ways. What-
ever Oregon opposes must be best for
England, and the harder our hop-grow-

fight against the contem-
plated tariff, naturally the more eager
the British will be to enact it. It
seems likely, therefore, that our hop-me- n

will act wondrous wisely If they
stay at home.

In the good old days our infant in-

dustries invented an imaginary Brit-
ish Cobden Club, which, whenever the
tariff was under debate, used to be
made to play a conspicuous part. The
aforesaid Infant industries printed
tons of antl-tarl- ff literature In' the
name of the Cobden Club and sowed
it broadcast, in the expectation that
whatever the British club was sup-

posed to favor the American voter
could be trusted to turn down. The
game worked as prettily as you could
wish. The simple voter fell Into the
trap every time. It is Just possible
that the British may in their turn In-

vent an American Cobden Club and
circulate blasphemies against the hop
duty in its name. This will probably
secure the enactment of the duty. It
certainly will if the British voter re-

sembles his American cousin.
When the tin plate trust was forag-

ing around for its duty on tin, one of
the principal arguments it advanced
was the lovely piece of Christian
charity that, if we should put the
duty on tin, it would destroy the
Welsh mining industry and drive the
miners out of business. This argu-
ment was put forth to catch votes,
and it caught them. Now suppose
the British hopbuyers should use the
same reasoning. "The duty on hops
will drive the American hopmen out
of business. Therefore it will be a
good thing for England." Could we
blame them? Dozens of our 'wor-
shipful duties have been enacted for
reasons precisely similar to this one.
The duty on pearl buttons is an In-

stance, If another is needed. The
principal argument for it was the ex-

pectation that It would ruin the but-

ton industry in Austria, which it did,
while it simultaneously nurtured and
edified the American button trust.
The highly ethical principle that what
is bad for other nations must be good
for us has played an Important part
in erecting the noble structure of our
tariff, and, seeing how admirable the
result is, can we cavil at England if
she uses the same reasons for doing
the same thing?

kta"m p taxes possible.
In the opinion of the Boston Her

aid, direct taxation in this country at
this time would be a valuable edu-

cator of public sentiment. Hence that
Journal Indorses as interesting and
"not. altogether regrettable" the pos
sibility of a return to internal revenue
war taxes as a means of meeting the
deficit in the Federal budget, adding:
"Stamp taxes would not be more bur-
densome to the public than some of
the existing import duties by means
of which exorbitant prices are main-
tained on commodities of common
consumption." The Idea is that if the
burden of stamp taxes should be felt
It would serve a good purpose In at-

tracting attention to the governmental
policies that permit, if they do not
encourage, public extravagance.

Upon the hypothesis that acute dis-
orders require drastic remedies this
view Is worthy of consideration. Here
we are as a Nation in the enjoyment
of profound peace, boastful of our
own prosperity, yet paying war prices
on every hand for every article that
we consume. The prices of the com-
mon necessaries of life are as great as.
or greater than, is the price of luxu-
ries in ordinary times, and over all
taxes soar higher and higher; prop-
erty values are increased to meet the
demand of further revenue through
an exorbitant levy; increase of salaries
in official life, from that of the Presi-
dent of the United States to that of
the petty district Constable is de-

manded; wage-earne- rs clamor for
more pay, and the momentum of our
National life is accelerated as the
wheels within wheels representing
public enterprise and private en-

deavor go round and round with be-

wildering swiftness.
In recognition of this condition, fac-

ing a heavy deficit In the Federal
budget, the emergency resorted to to
meet extraordinary expenses In time
of war is suggested and stamp taxes
loom up as a possibility. "Leaami
members of Congress" are said to be
contemplating a resort to this meas-
ure. . Since .war expedients whereby
revenue may be raised to meet the
demands of official life in time of
peace can hardly be expected to be
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popular, a speedy awakening of the
people to the fact that wastefulness Is
running riot in public places would
surely follow and could scarcely fail
to put a check upon public extrava-
gance..

In this view, a return to war meth-
ods for raising revenue wherewith to
meet the demands of official life in
time of peace might not be "alto-
gether regrettable." Indeed, it might
prove exceedingly wholesome.

AX EQUIVOCAL OBJECTION'.

The Seattle Times is still complain-
ing because The Oregonian had the
audacity to print the news that "one-ha- lf

the permits issued in Seattle for
December were for alterations, moves,
repairs, while in Portland only one-six- th

of the permits were for this kind
of work." The Times asserts that The
Oregonian is mistaken, although the
figures used by The Oregonian were
taken from the Seattle Daily Building
Record, a publication which might be
expected to supply accurate statistics
on matters of such vital importance
to the building trade. The Times
does not show much of a disposition
to point out wherein The Oregonian
Is mistaken, tout breezily says that
"the figures for December were "about'
In the same proportion as those for
January, and to bring the matter
down to date the situation in the two
cities last month was as follows," etc

The. Oregonian is not yet in posses-
sion or a detailed statement of the Se-

attle permits for January. It was not
the January permits that were under
discussion when the Times, more than
a fortnight ago, complained of the
showing made in The Oregonian for
the December permits. The Orego-
nian pleads not guilty to any charge
that It has commented in any way on
the January building permits of Seat-
tle. If the Times Is accurate in its
statement that "the figures for De-

cember were "about" in the same pro-
portion as those for January," we feel
warranted by the actual December
figures and by the Times' assertion re-

garding the January figures in saying
that "about" one-ha- lf the building
permits issued in Seattle for January
were "for alterations, moves and re-

pairs."
This may be slightly incorrect, but

it is the best we can do, if we follow
the Times' method of dragging in a
month of "big figures to help out the
poor showing In December. Perhaps
it would be fairer all round if the
matter were dropped until the extra-
ordinary exposition business is out of
the way and comparisons could be
made on a more equitable basis.
Meanwhile The Oregonian will object
to having Seattle's January building
permits quoted to prove that it was
wrong regarding those for December.

MISS

The antt - vlvisectionlsts continue
their war upon the human race with a
persistence which would appear fiend-

ish If we did not know how excellent
their motives are. They are people,
in fact, who labor zealously In a cause
as bad as a cause can possibly be from
motives which are unquestionably
pure. Some of them, of course, are
seekers for notoriety, and all are more
or less tainted with hysteria; but there
Is no question that most of them hon-
estly think it is better for the whole
human race to perish miserably than
for a cat or a dog to suffer a mo-
ment's pain. A woman evangelist of

a Miss
has recently risen upon New

York City in a glorious effulgence of
slushy eloquence. Her. address in
Carnegie Hall attracted an audience of
some 600 people who were "favorably
Impressed" according to the accounts.
In olden times, when the fanatics who
opposed cleaning the streets and disin-
fecting houses to prevent the plague
used to harangue the multitude, they
also made a "favorable impression." It
has always been comparatively easy
to incite a crowd of Ignorant and sen-

timental persons against hygienic
measures of all sorts. Among ignor-
ance, dirt, disease and hysteria there
has ever been a close alliance, and
probably it will always continue.

In presenting Miss
to her audience, Mrs. Belaia, who pre-
sided over the seance, uttered a re-

mark which may be taken as the key-

note of the sloppy occasion. "It can-
not be moral," said Mrs. Belais, "to
Inflict pain upon the helpless." What
sentiment could greet the ear more se-

ductively? And yet nothing Is more
clearly false. To Inflict pain upon a
helpless and disobedient child is often
the most moral thing a parent can do.
It will save the child a world of future
misery and bring no end of comfort to
the parent himself. But there are
plenty of examples less open to con-
troversy than this one. Suppose a boy
has run a flsh.-ho- Into his finger. To
cut It out will hurt him dreadfully,
and yet it oust be done. Is it im-

moral to hold the boy fast and cut out
the fish-hoo- Mrs. Belais says yes,
because in her exalted phrase "It can-
not be moral to Inflict pain upon the
helpless." Suppose a little girl has
a broken limb which has been neg-

lected a day or two. To set it will
cause her excruciating pain. Is it im-
moral to do it? Mrs. Belais says yes.
What a wise woman she must be. In
fact, every vlvlsectionlst simply over-
flows with wisdom, only it is of a kind
which brings sorrow to everybody else.

These deluded people build their
nebulous system of Ideas upon the
postulate that physical pain Is the
worst of all evils. The truth Is that
In many cases It Is not an evil at all,
and their excessive dread cf it is one
among many symptoms of degener-
acy. Normal human beings are not
particularly afraid of suffering phys-
ical pain themselves or of inflicting
it upon others. It Is among the com-
mon and most wholesome facts of the
world, its office being both Instructive
and reformatory. As a rule, pain Is a
friend to him who has to endure It,
though of course that is not always
the case. The hysterical dread of in-

flicting pain Is accountable for the ex-

pulsion of corporal punishment from
the schools and the resulting deterior-
ation of morals and discipline. To
cause another to suffer pain la some-
times wrong and sometimes right. It
depends upon circumstances. Women
have to endure pain when they bring
children into the world, but It would
be a hardy philosopher who should
contend that child-beari- is immoral.
The truth Is that human beings are
constantly called upon to undergo suf-
fering for the benefit of others, and
the which leads them
to pass through the ordeal cheerfully
Is placed high among the altruistic
feelings. If it Is not only right but
even heroic for a man to endure suf-
fering for the sake of the human race,
why is it wrong to ask something elm-li- ar

from the lower animals? This
question 1m unanswerable from the

point of view of the n-

ists.
They try to escape from the di-

lemma by asserting that experiments
upon living animals do not advance
medical knowledge. "All these ex-

periments," says the sage Miss Lind-ap-Hage-

'"are practically useless."'
That depends, of course, upon what
one means by useless. If it is useless
to understand the cause of consump-
tion, to have the anti-tox- in for diph-
theria at hand, to know how to treat
spinal meningitis, to be able to relieve
cattle when they are attacked by the
terrible anthrax, to do a hundred
other things of the 6ame sort, then
vivisection is useless and Miss Llnd-ap-Hage- by

is right. But if it is not
useless to relieve suffering and heal
disease in man and brute, then she is
fearfully wrong and her efforts to stay
the progress of medical science are
nothing less than a crime. Toward
modern science, the
stand precisely as did the medieval
mob toward the physicians' who
sought to check the plague' by hy-

gienic measures. It is ignorance and
superstition still Waging their endless
warfare against common sense.

LTVCOICS EXGLISII STYLE.

As the figure of Lincoln falls into
perspective and it is understood how
great he was in many different direc-
tions, we are prone to look upon hia
career as a kind of miracle and forget
that there were adequate natural
causes for all that he was and did.
It is especially wonderful to many
that a man born as he was in the
humblest surroundings, and who
passed his boyhood at hard labor
among rude people, should have cre-

ated for himself a literary style of
power, purity and beauty. "How was
It possible that an uncultivated man
like Lincoln should have been able to
write masterpieces of English?" This
Is a question that has puzzled many
sincere admirers of his greatness. Of
course genius of any species Is always
a puzzle. When we try to account for
the mathematical gift of a Laplace or
a Newton, we soon find ourselves baf-
fled. Nobody has been able to analyze
the brain of Wagner and say Just how
It came about' that ho could compose
his operas. .Genius Is so astonishing
whenever R appears that some, like
the erratic Max Nordeau, have tried
to solve the mystery of it by calling
It Insanity.

We can not dispose of Lincoln's
case in that way, for to call him In-

sane would be too grotesque. If ever
a man possessed calm and lucid Judg-
ment and had complete mastery of
all his mental powers, Lincoln did. It
is a question which is not by any
means settled whether the regular
system of education, Including school
and college, the routine of languages,
mathematics and rhetoric, helps or
hinders a man in attaining literary
eminence. The list of those who have
become famous writers without ever
seeing the inside of a college Is a long
one, and Lincoln's name is not by any
means the greatest on the roll. How-
ever much we may admire his
thought and style, we should hardly
like to place him above Shakespeare,
or even John Bunyan, both of whom
lacked what Is commonly called "cul-
tivation" when they were young. The
difficulty seems to be that we assign
to the word "cultivation" a meaning
altogether too narrow. We assume
that it must come altogether from
schools, professors and books, while
the truth Is that In its best form it
often comes from life. Books may b
a hindrance to it instead of a help.

Of life Lincoln partook richly from
the toeglnnlng. Born with good abili-
ties and a capacity for leadership, all
his surroundings tended to keep his
mind and body active, to encourage
enterprise, independence and ingenu-
ity. Pioneer life la always full of
predicaments which call out the best
there Is in a man. If his gifts are un-

usual, there Is every opportunity to
show it. The air was alive with po-

litical discussion in Lincoln's boyhood.
He heard others deal with weighty
topics and essayed before long to deal
with them himself. Success led him
to undertake new tasks of thought
and expression. Boys in backwoods
districts are often- mentaly ahead of
their urban compeers. They are more
self-relia- nt in thought, read more, and
digest what they read better. Lincoln
heard the speeches of the public men
of his day when thay came near his
home and others he saw in the news-
papers. Nor were books entirely lack-
ing, though he had not many of them.
Those he did have he perused with an
interest which made their contents
part of his mind. He learned, their
language. He made their thought as-

sist in Jits own thinking. The old
maxim, "Beware of the man of one
book," Is a wise one, for such a man
Is usually a dangerous fanatic, but the
man of a few books has often been a
statesman and philosopher. Lincoln
was both.

Like Benjamin Franklin, he no
doubt took infinite pains to form his
literary style. Boys who develop
without congenial companions for
their higher tastes often think almost
continually about subjects which are
entirely foreign to the minds of those
who are ridden with the routine of
school and college. Franklin pon-
dered over his English style year af-
ter year in solitude, and very likely
Lincoln did the same thing. We may
imagine him weighing the choice of
his words with delicate Judgment
when he was preparing for a debate in
a schoolhouse. Perhaps he would di-

gest a lofty passage in his mind and
then reproduce It In his own words,
as Thomas Jefferson conjures the
young lawyer to do. Lincoln must
have been familiar with Jefferson's
writings before he appeared In pub-
lic a great deal.

But afte"r all It was life that was
Lincoln's teacher. From the rich
stores of humanity that were spread
before him on every side he composed
a system of thought and matured an
English style. In his case, more than
In that of any other American, the
style was the man. His heart beats
In his gracious sentences. His blood
flows through the pregnant words.
Like Lincoln himself, his language is
simple, kindly and sincere. He had
the great good fortune, or the con-
summate art, to achieve the complete
expression of himself in what he
wrote, and since his self was supreme-
ly beautiful, so was his style, r

As for what is called education,
Llncojn was not destitute of it. To
become a lawyer ho had to read
books, some of them masterpieces of
logic, and all of them filled with dif-
ficult problems. It is idle to say that
a man who has understood Black-ston- e,

Kent, Greenleaf and Chitty Is
not educated even in the technical
sense. Nobody can really master one
science without traversing the Held of
every acleno. The domains of the

human mind are not fenced off by
lofty barriers. They are. inseparably
interlinked. Each penetrates every
other. It was only the classics that
Lincoln lacked. This may have been
a loss to him, but, if we are to be-

lieve men like Macaulay and Spencer,
It was more probably a benefit. At
any rate, it is error to speak of Lin-

coln as an uncultivated man. He
was cultivated in the truest sense, and
his education prepared him with sin-

gular completeness for the work of
his life. What more or better can we
ask of education?

THE STUDY HABIT.
It is evident from the trouble that

many freshmen have had in maintain-
ing their standing in the University
of Oregon, after one semester's work,
that the High Schools of the state,
from which the university draws- - its
student-bod- y, are not up to the
standard. Whether this is due to an
insufficient course of study, to slack
methods of study or too lenient mark-
ing in semi-year- ly examinations dur-

ing the High School period, can only
be a matter of conjecture. The fact
remains that the students from some
of the High Schools fall to make the
required credits In college slang,
"flunk out" to their great humilia-
tion and discouragement.

The cause for this should be dili-

gently sought and the remedy rigor-
ously applied. The story of the large
class of freshmen who failed in semi-
annual examinations Is probably fairly
told in the statement that "coming
from High Schools where conditions
are not so strenuous, these students
have not accustomed themselves to
independent habits of study, and are
therefore not prepared for the heavy
college examinations."

High School instructors will find in
this statement a subjectupon which
a wholesome lecture may be deliv-
ered before classes. Just entering upon
the work of the last term of the pres-
ent school year, and the final term of
High School work for those who ex-

pect to enter college next Fall. The
fact cannot be i,oo strongly impressed
upon students in secondary schools
that unless they get the "study habit"
while In those schools they will find
the exactions of a college course ex-
ceedingly burdensome, and the proba-
bility of maintaining a place therein
very remote.

REMEDIAL PUBLICITY.
The New York Sun has given an

interesting account of the anti-gra- ft

law In England. We are accustomed
to think of graft as an institution con-

nected with politics only, but the fact
is that it permeates almost every re-

lation in. the world between human
beings. Whether it exists among ani-

mals or not Is a question which the
nature fakers have not yet answered.
Servants of the rich graft hugely upon
grocers, butchers and everybody else
who sells goods to their employers.
The agent who is intrusted to buy for
the household gives his custom to no-

body who will not pay him a commis-
sion. Just as the grafting servant of
the city will purchase of nobody who
does not cross his itching palm with
cash. To break up the practice the
British have enacted a law which, ac-

cording to the Sun's report, works
well. It makes graft a crime. Un-

der its provisions any servant, whether
of a private Individual or of the pub-
lic, who receives a secret commission
can be punished for it. It makes no
difference whether the "servant" is a
natural person tr a corporation.

One remarkable feature of this
English statute Is its frank recogni-
tion of the fact that a public official
is a servant hired to do certain specific
duties. It strips public office of some
of its ancient dignity, but we can well
spare that in view of the honesty
which it encourages. Between dig-

nity and common honesty, give us
the honesty every time. The law does
not forbid servants to receive compen-
sation such as tips and the like, pro-

vided everything is done openly. The
Becrecy of the transaction is made the
essence of its criminality. Very like-
ly members of City CouncIJs might be
permitted safely enough to take tips
from corporations if they would pub-

lish the transaction in the papers. The
publicity would cure the mischief. So
with commissions to millionaires' but-
lers. The harm of them lies in their
concealment. If the commission Is
offered and received with the em-
ployer's knowledge It can do no harm.

It is curious to observe how much
we are coming to depend upon public-
ity as a cure for all sorts of troubles.
Mr. Roosevelt has said time and again
that publicity of the accounts of cor-
porations would go a long way toward
breaking up rebates and bribery. Un-

doubtedly he is right. Noxious germs
of every sort flourish best in the dark.
Sunlight kills them. As for graft, it
is a social disease which works upon
the body politic much as tuberculosis
does upon the physical frame, and It
Is quite as widespread in its ravages.
Like consumption it can be cured by
sunlight alone, or at any rate It can-

not be cured without it. To get rid of
the disease, which Is worse in the
United States than in England, we
must diligently break down every
wall which hides the secrets of cor-
poration business and tear away every
little roof which public officials have
erected over their wary heads. They
must all stand in the glare of open
day so that everybody can tell at all
times Just what they are about.

THE HAKE AT THE TORTOISE.

Long ago an observant sage re-

corded his conviction that the race
is not to the swift nor the battle to
the strong. Napoleon ventured to dif-

fer from him. In his opinion the
Lord always fights on the side of the
heaviest battalions. Gibbon rather
Inclined to Napoleon's view of the
case. The historian of Rome believed
that "The winds and the waves are
always on the side of the ablest navi-
gators."

Still, popular faith in the Biblical
philosopheme has not been shaken.
Most of us hold to the conviction that
In a contest between the hare and the
tortoise the chances are in favor of
the tortoise, if you give him time
enough. In the ed Marathon
race at Madison 6quare Garden In
New York the other day between Tom
Longboat, the Indian, and Alfred
Shrubb, the Englishman, the Indian
stood for the tortoise in the fable,
and the event Justified the wisdom of
Aesop. The tortoise won. In a Mara-
thon race the competitors run twenty-si- x

miles, if they can hold out to the
end. They are supposed to repeat
the stunt of the Greek soldier who
ran at full speed all the way to
Athens after the battle of Marathon
and shouting to the anxious multitude
m tb market place, "Chair, afealra.

Nike." dropped dead, only his mod
em Imitators are not supposed to die.

Up to the nineteenth mile Longboat
fell behind. At that time Shrubb was
eight full laps ahead. Then Long-
boat's new wife went to the ringside
and smiled at him wtth'esoterlc signi-

ficance, his soul began to flame with
lofty ambition, his legs flew like shut-
tles and he came In ahead. This
hardly proves that the race is not to
the swift, but It does show that a
fine beginning does not always make
a successful ending. In the best para-
graph of "The Autocrat of the Break-
fast Table," Holmes describes the ex-

ploits of the turtle breed among a
set of college graduates, though he
calls them all ponies starting In a
race. First of all the natty little
black steed makes a gay show, but he
soon tires. Then another forges to
the front and another, but in the end
the race Is won by a rough-lookin- g,

country-bre- d pony which nobody
would etake a cent on at the outset.
So it goes. Who would have the
temerity to bet that a given

(
boy of

this generation will turn out a Lin-
coln? Yet for all that we may have
Lincolns growing up among us. The
light shineth in darkness and the
darkness comprehendeth it not.

The American Society of Equity,
which has been lyitig rather low of
late, has again been heard from, and
a Washington dispatch announces
that the minimum price of wheat on
the farm should be $1.25 per bushel.
The Society of Equity, in arriving at
this figure, states that figures com-
piled from the books of a business-
like farmer in the Red River Valley
show the cost of producing a bushel
of wheat to be Jl.19. If these fig-

ures are correct, the sooner the Red
River farmers abandon that frightful-
ly expensive country and come West,
where wheat can be produced for less
than half that figure, the better it will
be for them. When wheat was selling
around 76 cents per bushel the Society
of Equity decided that Jl per bushel
would be a figure fair alike to the
producer and the consumer. The
question which will now bother the
consumer will be what the society
will decide tq be a fair figure when
the market touches $1.25 per bushel.

There Is always plenty of money in
a" country like the United States,
which can produce $8,000,000,000
worth of farm products in a single
season, with other commodities in
proportion. For that reason the
greatest trusts on earth will always
have difficulty in perpetuating the
monopolies they seek to establish.
The steel trust is unwilling to divide
with all of the capitalists who would
like to be In on the big profits, and
Is now threatened with the most seri-
ous competition it has had since Pres-
ident Roosevelt kindly permitted the
absorption of the Tennessee Coal &

Iron Company. The Pittsburg Steel
Products Company, a $12,000,0000
subsidiary concern of the Pittsburg
Steel Company, has been organized
tor the purpose of manufacturing all
kinds of finished steel products.
Money accumulates bo rapidly In
these great Industries that its own-

ers will always insist on a division
of business, and in the never-endin- g

struggle to secure it will afford some
measure of competition that will be
advantageous to the consumer.

The Oregonian thinks It would be
wise to retain the Courthouse on the
West Side, for the general conven-
ience, since almost all persons come
every day into this part of the city,
and nearly all the offices and most of
the business houses are here. But to
The Oregonian it will make no special
difference In what part of the city the
Courthouse Is, or may be. It is a
matter mainly for convenience of
those who do business and have occa-

sion to visit the Courthouse, or may
be' dragged thereto, or to the adjoin-
ing Jail. Besides, the present site of
the Courthouse Is a fine one, and a
suitable site on the East Side, close In,
probably couldn't be bought for much
less money than the present site could
be sold for. But have the Courthouse
where you want It. Just now, how-
ever, the referendum on uie question
whether there ought to be a new
Courthouse would be more proper
than the referendum to fix the site.

The Augusta (Ga.) Chronicle is
hilarious over the thought that "the
Democratic party Is not dead." It
mentions, among other signs of life,
the fact that "in Oregon it has Just
landed a Democratic Senator, the first
one In thirty years." That's the stuff
to touch Statement-On- e Republicans
on the raw and quivering spot that
they would like to nurse in silence.

Had Abraham Lincoln been present
at the gathering In his honor in the
Armory, on Friday evening, almost to
a certainty the speech which would
have gratified him most was that
given by a young colored man. His
gratitude for what Lincoln did for his
race was testified by his heartfelt ut-
terances, rising to oratory of no mean
order.

The State Agricultural College Is
close to the people. The boy on the
farm In Oregon hears of it early and
hopes to attend. Its mission is to
spread the gospel of Intensified farm-
ing, which means profit to, the tiller
of the soil and consequent betterment.
It is the people's school, and it should
have proper support.

Mortality has been large in the past
year of those who came to Oregon in
1862, and while the deaths In the
ranks of those .who arrived In other
years have been many, "1852"' seems
to be specially claimed by the Reaper.

Among Oregon's other valuable as-

sets may be mentioned Judge Will-

iams. It Is something to have a fellow-

-citizen who knew Abraham Lin-

coln and met him dally on equal terms
In the seats of the mighty.

The big Krebs hop ranch in Marion
County Is to be converted into the Pa-
cific Poultry and Pigeon plant. One
more capital letter will be added to
the alliteration, to stand for Profit.

The dozen farmers at Needy, in
Clackamas County, who have organ-
ized to buy a blood horse are on the
right track. They set an example to
every settlement In the state.

By all means let us have another
charter for the. people to vote on. Let
us have a half dozen charters. ' Since
the people rule, they should have the
opportunity to discriminate.

The prizefighting contingent at Sa-

lem took the count.

Bits of Topical Verse
The Profeasor.

He trained a goose to multiply and add
up and subtract;

He taught a spotted pig tfl waits it
was a funny act;

He ooaxed a billy goat to Jump through
hoops which were aflame.

He taught a chipmunk how to choose
the letters of its name.

But he could never learn to cease to
use his toothpick where

And when such action gave offense .

or else he did not care.

He trained a dog to walk a rope and
taught a cat to pray.

He said himself this took hard work!
which lasted many a day;

Ha hitched an alligator up and made
It pull a cart.

His perseverance was Immense, nis
teaching was an art.

But he could never train himself, some-

how, to save his life.
To quit endeavoring to scoop hie food

up with his knlte.

He trained a mouse to dance a Jig.
educated fleas;

He had a carriage which was drawn
by harnessed bumble bees;

He taught a turkey gobbler how to
balance on his head.

And trained a duck to flatten ent pre-

tending to be dead.
But he could never train himself or

else he never tried
To speak good English and to put vul-

garity aside.
Chicago Record-Heral-

8yd Did.
There was a young fellow named 8yd,
Who kissed a girl on the eyelid;

Said the girl to the lad,
"Your aim's very bad.

You Bhould practice a bit so ha did.
Llpplncott'i.

Over and Of
The old mill grinds,
The gay brook winds.

And seaward hastens fast.
The miller then
Grinds 'not again

With water that Is past.

The humorist
Doth old Jokes twist.

And in the hopper cast.
The old yoke mill
Can grind at will

With humor that Is past.
Houston Chronicle.

Fame.
He toiled for fame both day and night;

e'en as a youth he dreamed about
The time when he woud reach the top

and men would pause to point him
out.

He got a raise In pay and said, "At
last to fame I'm on my way,

i;U be a leader very soon, I'll be ac-

counted great some day.

Ahead of him there loomed a plaoe, with
greater power than ha possessed.

To win that station for his own, be
went to work with fervent zest;

That' gained, still higher up he saw a
crown that he would like to wear,

"I shall be famous then," he said, "and
men shall know me everywhere."

I

But fame, elusive, dodged him till, dis-
tinction seemed to pass him by.

But undiscouraged he kept on,, though
he'd not caught the publlo eye:

He had both wealth and power; Indeed,
the papers used to print his name,

But deep within his heart ha knew he
had not reached the goal of fame.

One morning In his mall he saw a
strange colored envelope.

He opened It and found within the cul-

mination of his hope,
Chautauqua platforms called to him

he pictured audiences vasts,
No longer need he doubt himself; he

was a famous man at last!
Detroit Free Press.

How Things Lookt.

It's tough to hafter quit de crowd;
' Dem boys Is sure all right;
But after dls I ain't allowed

To bum around at night.
I'll soon get used to It, I s'pose,

An', sure, I don't complain.
A guy must walk de chalk dat goes

Aroun' wit' Mary Jane.

It's fierce to hafter out da boose
An' swill dls ginger pop,

But dere was Jest one t'lng to choose,
So I don't drink a drop.

It's better fer me healt', says she.
An' better fer me brain.

An' I'm dead willln' to agree,
Because it's Mary Jane.

B'gce! I've most fergot to cuss;
I wunst was hard to beat;

But den the goll began to fuss
An' shut dat oft complete.

I've lost a heap of fun, you bet.
But den I've lots to gain.

If I behave meself I'll get
Me chanst wif Mary Jane.

Cnlcago News.

' Lullaby,
Ey-lo- baby, byel

List to papa's yell;
Can't you hear him cry:

"Where's the umber-ell?- "

Hear the falling rain
'Gainst the window, pet!

Yes, 'tis pretty plain
Papa will get wetl

By-lo- baby hush!
See, from near and far,

' Tenple. on the rush.
Wading to the car!

Watch your papa trip
Through the slime and mud-Th- ere,

lie's made a flip-Do- wn

he goes ker-thu- dl

By-lo- baby fair!
Can't you go to sleep?

Hear the waters there
In the cellar creep!

Gurgling soft and low.
Rousing mamma's ire.

When she has to go
Down to fix the lirel

Bv-lo- baby sweet!
There's tha postman, petl

Mud on both his feet,
Hear him swearing yetl '

By-lo- baby there.
Close your little beak.

Ma must find out where
The roof has sprung

Exchange.

Blew In.
Flagg was his name. A Job ne sought

The ed. began to laugh.
A funny thought had struck him an

He put Flagg on the staff.
Boston Transcript.

New York Cookin.
The South may make its slender brag
tt nncctim till t lust wait

Till Taft comes on to visit us;
Then watch us celebrate.

We'll take him down to Chinatown;
He'll eat chop suey there.

With blrd's-ne- st soup and other thingr
That deck the bills of fare.

And then to Little Italy
This great man we shall take.

For real sphagettl, and, of course.
The long, thin bread they bake.

Hungarian goulash he shall taste;
Some Syrian cooklns, too:

We'll feed him chili beans and meat.
Mixed In a red-h- stow.

He'll get some English mutton chops,
A hasenplefler treat;

A fine, large slice of kangaroo,
As much as he can eat.

And should there be some foreign dish
That to his heart la dear.

Why, be has but to mention tt,
b can get It here.

--4f, T. rftold.


