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AMERICAN can study the char-
acterNO and career of Abraham Lin-
coln without being carried away

by sentimental emotion. We are al-

ways Inclined to idealize that which
we love. a state of mind very un-

favorable to the exercise of sober crit-
ical Judgment. It is. therefore, not sur-

prising that most of those who have
written or spoken on that extraordi-
nary man. even while conscientiously
endeavoring to draw a lifelike por-

traiture of his being, and to form a just
estimate of his public conduct, should
have drifted Into more or less Indis

criminate eulogy, painting his great
features in the most glowing colors
and covering with tender shadings
whatever might look like a blemish.

But his standing before posterity
will not be exalted by mere praise of

his virtues and ablUties. nor by any
concealment of his limitations and
faults. The stature of the great man.
one of whose peculiar charms consisted
In his being so unlike all other great
men. will rather lose than gain by the
Idealization which so easily runs into
the commonplace. For it was distinctly
the weird mixture of qualities and
forces in him. of the lofty with the
common, the Ideal with the uncouth,
of that which he had become with
that which he had not ceased to be.
that made him so fascinating a char-
acter among his fellow-me- n. gave Mm
his singular power over their minds
and hearts, and fitted him to be the
greatest leader In the greatest crisis of
our National life.

He possessed an uncommon power of
clear and compact statement, which
might have reminded those who knew
the story of his early youth, of the ef-

forts of the poor boy. when he copied

his compositions from the scraped
wooden shovel, carefully to trim his
expressions in order to save paper. His
language had the energy of honest di-

rectness, and he was a master of logi-

cal lucidity. He loved to point and en-

liven his reasoning by humorous illus-

trations, usually anecdotes of 'Western
life, of which he had an inexhaustible
store at his command. These anec-

dotes had not seldom a flavor of rustic
robustness about them, but be used
them with great effect, while amusing
the audience, to give life to an ab-

straction, to explode an absurdity, to
clinch an argument, to drlvo borne an
admonition. The natural kindliness of
Ms tone, softening prejudice and dis-

arming partisan rancor, would often
open to his reasoning a way Into minds'
most unwilling to reeclve It.

Yet his greatest power consisted In

the charm of his individuality. That
c'larm did not. in the ordinary way.
appeal to the ear or to the eye. Ills
voice was not melodious: rather shrill
and piercing, especially when it rose
to Its high treble In moments of great
animation. His figure was unhand-
some, ar.d the action of his unwieldy
limbs awkward. He commanded none
of the outward graces of oratory as
they are commonly understood. His
charm was of :- - different kind. It
flowed fmni the rare depth and genu-

ineness of his convictions and his sym-

pathetic feelings. Sympathy was the
strongest element In his nature. One
of his hlograpners. who knew him be-

fore he became President, says: "Lin

te

coln's compassion might be stirred
deeply by an object present, but never
by an object absent and unseen. In
the former case he would most likely
extend relief, with little Inquiry into
the merits of the case, because, as he
expressed it himself, it 'took a pain
out of his own heart.'" Only half of
this is correct. It Is certainly true
that he could not witness any Individ-

ual distress or oppression, or any kind
of suffering, without feeling a pang of
pain himself, and that by relieving as
much as he could the suffering of oth-

ers he put an end to hit own. This
compassionate Impulse to help he felt
not only for human beings, but for
every living creature. As In Ms boy-

hood he angrily reproved the boys who
, x . ,nni1 turtle bv nutting a

burning coal on its back, so, we are
told, he would, when a mature man. on
a journey, dismount from his buggy
and wade waist deep In mire to res-

cue a pig struggling In a swamp. In-

deed, appeals to his compassion were so
Irresistible to him, and he felt It so dif-

ficult to refuse anything when his re-

fusal could give pain, that he himself
sometimes spoke of his inability to say
"no" as a positive weakness. But that
certainly does not prove that his com-

passionate feeling was confined to In-

dividual cases of suffering witnessed
with his own eyes. As the boy was
moved by the aspect of the tortured
wood turtle to compose an essay
against cruelty to animals In general,
so the aspect of other cases of suffer-
ing and wrong wrought up his moral
nature and set his mind to work
against cruelty. Injustice and oppres-

sion in general.

The situation which confronted
the new President was appalling: the
larger part of the South in open rebel-
lion, the rest of the alaveholdlng states
wavering, preparing ro follow; the re-

volt guided by determined, daring and
skillful leaders; the Southern people,
apparently full of enthusiasm and mll-i- i.

rv nirit. rushing to arms, some of
the forts and arsenals already In their
possession: the Government or the
I'ninn hofore the accession of the new
President, In the hands of men some of
whom actively sympathized with the
rovoit while others were hampered by

their traditional doctrines In dealing
with It. and really gave it aid and com- -

. v.vr thplr irresolute attitude; all the
departments full of "Southern sympa
thizers" and honeycomnea wnn Di-
sloyalty: the Treasury empty and the
public credit at its lowest ebb; the ar-

senals III supplied with arms, if not
emptied by treacherous practices; the
regular Army of Insignificant strength,
dispersed over an Immense surface and
deprived of some of its best oltlcers by
defection; the Navy small ana anti
quated. But that was not all. The
threat of disunion had so often been

rriM to hv the slave power in years
gone by that most Northern people
had ceased to believe in Its seriousness.
But when disunion actually appeared
as a stern reality, somcmiug im
chill swept through the whole North
ern country. A cry for union and peace
at any price rose on all sides. Demo
cratic partisanship reiterated tnis cry

tth vociferous vehemence, and even
many Republicans grew, afraid of the
victory they had just achieved at the
Kaiint-ho- x and spoke of compromise.
The country fairly resounded with the
noise of "anti-coerci- meetings. re-
pressions of firm resolution from deter
mined anti-slaver- y men were Indeed
not wanting, but they were for a wmie

Here was a noble product of the soil
Grown starkly on the prairies of the West;

Inured to poverty; inured to toil;
The chivalry of Bayard in his breast.

A soul serene that ever onward pressed
Beyond the darts of calumny and hate;

Who stood in every crisis fierce, the test,
Till earth has linked his memory with her great,

As Statesman, President, and master of his fate.

He pierced the aeons with a Prophet's eye.
Humanity was what he spelled in Creed;

He passed the letter of the Statute by
To give the spirit of it utmost heed;

His life was open both in word and deed
From prejudice and passion wholly free;

Of Liberty, he sowed a pregnant seed
For millions, and for millions yet to be;

Himself the bondman's Knight, of Nature's sole degree.

A Tribune of the people: so he sprang
And seized the reins of power and high place,

While through the world Ms challenge grandly rang
And shook temple to its base.

His was the mettle of heroic race
On whom the seal of sterling merit sat:

The sunken cheeks, the shrewd and homely face
That shallow wits had launched their arrows at

Rail-splitte- r, Orator and greatest Democrat.

Along the wide horizon of the years
A deep, sonorous echo of his name,

Rolls, thunderlike: and future history hears.
An answering echo from the Halls of Fame;

We see the tall, the gaunt, ungainly frame,
We mark the will to dare, the mind to plan.

We find the pure resolve, the lofty aim:
And while his rugged virtues thus we scan

We stand uncovered while we cry, "This was a man."

And upward to the portals of the stars
And past tho confines of the Seven Seas,

Beyond the smoky banners of our wars
Borne outward on the pinions of the breeze.

His famo is sung in divers master keys;
And shrined in bronze; or heralded in rhyme

Past mountain tops, and past the Pleiades;
Far sent, still with tone sublime

Loud-bugle- d by the mighty trumpet note of Time.
ERNEST McGAFFEY,

Portland. Or.. Feb. 1.
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President Roosevelt's Tribute to Lincoln
From the Review of Reviews. February 1909

The White House, Washington, January 1, 1909.

To the Editor of the Review of Reviews:
of the Nation, and above all the character of each of

The deeds and words of the great men
and all assets of inestimable value to the Republic. Lin-

coln's
the foremost men of the Nation, are one

work and Lincoln's words should be, and 1 think more and more are, part of those formative

influences which tend to becoma living forces for good citizenship among our people. There is

one of his letters which has always appealed to me particularly. It is the one running as follows:

Executive Mansion, Washington, Nov. 21, 1864.

T
Dear Madamf haveTeen KhQwn In the Me, of the War Department a statement of the Adjutant-Genera- l,

have died glor tusly on the .field of
of Massachusetts that you are the mother of five sons who

word of mine which should attempt to beguile sou
battle. I feel how weak and fruitless must be any

But I cannot refrain from tendering you the consolation that
from the grief of a loss so overwhelming.
may be found In the thanks of the Republic they died to save. I pray that our Heavenly I. her may

the of your bereavement, and leave yon only the cherished memory of the loved and

r.nd the solemn pride that must be yours to have laid so costly a sacrifice upon the
dom. Yours very sincerely and respectfully.

Any man who has occupied the office of President realizes the incredible amount of adminis-

trative work with which the President has to deal even in time of peace. He is of necessity a very

busv man, a much driven man, from whose mind there can never be absent for many minutes at a

time the consideration of some problem of importance, or of some matter of less importance, which

yet causes worry and strain. Under such circumstances, it is not easy for a President even in times

of peace to turn from the affairs that are of moment to all the people and consider affairs that are
of times of it is of course infinitely more true

of moment to but one person. While this is true peace,

of times of war. No President who has ever sat in the White House has borne the burden that
Lincoln bore, or been under the ceaseless strain which he endured. It did not let up by day or by

night Ever he had to consider problems of the widest importance, ever to run risks of the greatest

magnitude; and ever through and across bis plana to meet these great dangers and great responsibili-

ties was shot the woof of an infinite number of small worries and small annoyances. He worked out

his great task while unceasingly beset by the need of attending as best he could to a multitude of

small tasks. It is a touching thing that the great leader, whllethus driven and absorbed, could yet

so often turn aside for a moment to do some deed of personal kindness; and it is a fortunate thing

for the Nation that in addition to doing "so well each deed, great or small, he possessed that mar-

velous gift of expression which enabled him quite unconsciously to choose the very words best fit

to commemorate each deed. His Gettysburg speech and his second Inaugural are two of the- - half

dozen greatest speeches ever made am tempted to call them the two greatest ever made. They

are great In their wisdom, and dignity, and earnestness, and in loftiness of thought and expression,

which makes them akin to the utterances of the prophets of the Old Testament. In a totally differ-

ent way. but in strongest and most human fashion, such utterances as his answer to the .eerenaders
immediately after his second election, and this letter which I have quoted above, appeal to us and
make our hearts thrill. The mother to whom he wrote stood in one sense on a loftier plane of patriot-

ism than the mighty President himself. Her memory, and the memory of her sons whom she bore
to die for the Union, should be kept green In our minds; for she and they, in life and death, typified

all that is, best and highest in existence. The deed itself, and the words of the great
nian which commemorate that deed, should form one of those heritages for all Americans which it Is

of inestimable consequence that America should possess. THEODORE ROOSEVELT.

almost drowned by a bewildering con

fusion of discordant voices. Lven this
was not all. Potent influences In Ku- -

ropc. with an 11 -- concealed desire ror
the permanent disruption of the Amer-

ican Union, eagerly espoused the cause
of the Southern secednrs, and the two
principal maritime powers of the Old

Wor'd seemed only to b waiting for a
favorable opportunity to lend them a
helping hand.

This was the state of things to be
mastered by "honest A ho Lincoln"
when he took his seat In the Presiden-
tial chair. "honest Abe Lincoln." who
was so good-nature- d that he could not
say "no": the greatest achievement In

whose life had been a debate on tho
slavery question; who had never been
In any position of power; who was
without the slightest experience of
high executive duties, and who had
only a speaking acquaintance with the
men upon whose counsel and

he was to depend. Nor was hii
accession to power under such circum-
stances greeted with general confidence
even by the members of his party.
While he had indeed won much popu-

larity, many Ttepublicans, especially
among those who had advocated Sew-

ard's nomination for the Presidency,
saw the simple "Illinois lawyer" take
the reins of government with a feeling
little short of dismas". The orators and
Journals of the opposition were ridicul-
ing and lampooning him without meas-
ure. Many people actually wondered
how such a man could dare to under-
take a task which, as he himself had
sajd to his neighbors In his parting
speech was "more difficult than that
of Washington himself had been."

But Lincoln brought to that task,
aside from other uncommon qualities,
the first requisite, an Intuitive com-

prehension of its nature. While he did
not Indulge In the delusion that the
Union could be maintained or restored
without a conflict of arms, he could In

deed not foresee all the problems he
would have to solve. He Instinctively
understood, however, by what means
that conflict would have to be con-

ducted by the government of a demoo-rac- y.

He knew that the Impending
war. whether great or small, would
not be like a foreign war. exciting a
united national enthusiasm but a civil
war, likely to fan to uncommon heat
the animosities of party even in the lo-

calities controlled by the Government:
that this war would have to be carried
on, not by means of a ready-mad- e ma-

chinery, ruled by an undisputed, abso-

lute will, but by means to be furnished
by the voluntary action of the people
armies to be formed by voluntary en-

listment; large sums of money to be
raised by the people, through their rep-

resentatives, voluntarily taxing them-
selves; trusts of extraordinary power
to be voluntarily granted; and war
measures, not seldom restricting the
rights and "liberties to which the cltl-se- n

was accustomed, to be voluntarily
accepted and submitted to by the peo-

ple, or at least a largo majority of
them: and that this would have to be
kept up not merely during a short
period of enthusiastic excitemont. but
possibly through weary years of alter-
nating success and disaster. I,ope and
despondency. He knew that In order
to steer this 'Government by. public
opinion successfully through ail the
confusion created by the prejudices
and doubts and differences of senti-
ment distracting the popular mind, and
so to propitiate, inspire, mould, organ-
ize, unite and guide the popular will
that it mighti give forth all the means
required for the performance of his
great task, he would have to take into
account all the Influences strongly af-

fecting the current of popular thought
and feeling, and to direct while appear-
ing to obey.

This was the kind of leadership he

'Intuitively conceived to be needed when
a free people were to be led forward
en masse to overcome a great common
danger under circumstances of appal-
ling difficulty, the leadership which
does not dash ahead with brilliant dar-
ing, no matter who follows, but which
Is Intent upon rallying all the available
forces, gathering in the stragglers,
closing up the column, so that the front
may advance well supported. For tills
leadership Abraham Lincoln was ad-

mirably fitted. belter than any other
American statesman of his day: for he
understood the plain people, with all
their loves and bates, their prejudices
and their noble impulses, their weak-
nesses and their strength, as he under-
stood himself, and his sympathetic na-

ture was apt to draw their sympathy
to him.

Lincoln's views and feelings concern-
ing slaver- - had not changed. Those
who conversed with him Intimately
upon the subject at that period know
that he did not expect slavery long to
survive tho triumph of the Union, even
If it were not Immediately destroyed
by the war. In this he was right. Had
the Union armies achieved a decisive
victory in an early period of the. con-
flict, and had the seceded states been
received back with slavery, the "slave
power" would then have been a defeat-
ed power, defeated in an attempt to
carry out its most effective threat. It
would have lost its prestige. Its men-
aces would have been hollow sound and
ceased to make any one afraid. It
could no longer have hoped to expand,
to maintain an equilibrium in any
branch of Congress, and to control the
Government. The victorious free states
would ha've largely overbalanced it.
It would no longer have been able to
withstand the onset of a hostile age. It
could no longer have ruled, and slav-
ery had to rule in order to live. It
would have lingered for a while, but It
would surely have been "In the course
of ultimate extinction." A prolonged
war precipitated the destruction of
slavery: a short war might only have
prolonged Its death struggle. Lincoln
saw this clearly: but he saw also that,
in a protracted death struggle it might
still have kept disloyal sentiments
alive, bred distracting commotions, and
caused great mischief to the countrj--.

He therefore hoped that slavery would
not survive the war.

But the question bow he could right-
fully employ his power to bring oh Its
speedy destruction was to him not a
question of mere sentiment. ITe him-
self set forth his reasoning upon it. at
a later period. In one of his Inimitable
letters. "I am naturally anti-lavcry- ,"

said he. "If slavery is not wrong,
nothing is wrong. I cannot remember
the time when I did not so think and
feel. And yet I have never understood
that the Presidency conferred upon me
an unrestricted right to act upon that
Judgment and feeling. It was In the
oath I took that I would, to the best of
my abilit-- . preserve, protect and defend
the Constitution of the United States. I
could not take the office without taking
the oath. Nor was it inj- - view that I
might take an oath to get power, and
break the oath in using that power. I
.understood, too, that. In ordinary civil
administration, this oath even forbade
me practically to indulge my private ab-

stract Judgment on the moral question
of slavery. I did understand, however,
also, that my oath imposed upon me
the duty of preserving to the best of
my ability, by every Indispensable
means, that Government, that Nation,
of which the Constitution was the, or-

ganic law. I could not feel that to the
best of my ability. I had even tried to
preserve the Constitution If, to save
slavery, or any minor matter, I should
permit the wreck of government, coun-

try and Constitution all together." In

- w

.

I
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other words. If the salvation of the
Government, the Constitution and the
Union demanded the destruction of
slavery, he felt It to be not only his
right, but his sworn duty, to destroy
it. Its destruction became a necessity
of the war for the Union.

As the war dragged on and disaster
followed disaster, the sense of that ne-

cessity steadily grew upon him. Early
In as some of his friends well re- - 1

member, he saw, what Seward seemed
not to see. that to give the war for the
Union an anti-slaver- y character was
the surest means to prevent the recog-
nition of the Southern Confederacy as
an Independent nation by European
powers; that, slavery being abhorred
by the moral sense of civilized man-
kind, no European government would
dare to offer so gross sn insult to the
public opinion of Its people as openly
to favor the creation of a state founded
upon slavery to the prejudice of an

nation fighting against slaverj-- .

Ho saw also that slavery untouched
was to the rebellion an element of
power, and that in order to overcome
that power It was necessary to turn
It into an element of weakness. Still,
he felt no assurance that the plain peo-

ple were prepared for so radical ' a
measuro as the emancipation of the
slaves by act of the Government, and
he anxiously considered that, 'if they
were not, this great step might, by ex-

citing dissension at the North, injure
the cause of the Union in one quartern
more than it would help it In apother.
He heartily welcomed an effort made
In New York to mould and stimulate
public sentiment on the slavery ques-

tion by public meetings boldly pro-
nouncing for emancipation. At the
same time he himself cautiously ad-

vanced with a recommendation, ex
pressed In a special message to CDn- -
gress, that the United States should

with any state which might
adopt the gradual abolishment of slav-
ery, giving such state pecuniary aid to
compensate the former owners of
emancipated slaves. The discussion
was started, and spread rapidly. Con-

gress adopted the resolution recom-
mended, and soon went a step farther
in passing a bill to abolish slavery in
the District of Columbia. The plain
people began to look at emancipation
on a larger scale, as a thing to be con-

sidered seriously by patriotic citizens;
and soon Lincoln thought that the time
was ripe, and that the edict of freedom
could be entured upon without danger
of serious confusion In the Union
ranks.

The failure of McClellan's movement
upon Richmond Increased immensely
the prestige of the enemy. The need of
some great act to stimulate the vitalitj'
of tho Union cause seemed to grow
dally more pressing. On July 21. 1S:.
Lincoln surprised his Cabinet with the
draft of a proclamation declaring free
the slaves In all the states that should
be still In rebellion against the United
States on January 1, 1863. As to the
matter Itself he announced that he had
fully made up his mind he invited ad-

vice only concerning the form and the
time of publication. Seward suggested
that the proclamation, tf then brought
out, amidst disaster and distress, would
sound like the last shriek of a perish-
ing cause. Lincoln accepted the sug-

gestion, and the proclamation ' was
postponed. Another defeat followed,
the second at Bull Run. But when, af-

ter that battle, the Confederate army,
under Lee, crossed the Potomac and
Invaded Marj'land, Lincoln vowed In
his heart that, If the Union Army were
now blessed with Success, the decree of
freedom should surely be issued. The
victory of Antletam was won on Sep-

tember 17, and the preliminary Eman-
cipation Proclamation came forth on
the d. It was Lincoln's own resolu-
tion and act; but practically It bound

PEAT
the Nation and permitted no step back-
ward. In spite of its limitations, it
was the actual abolition of slavery.
Thus he wrote his name upon the books
of history with the title dearest to his
heart, the liberator of the slave.

There never has been a President in
such constant and active contact with
the public opinion of the country, as
there has never been a President who,
while at the head of the Government,
remained so near to tho people. Be-

yond the circle of those who had long
known him, the feeling steadily grew
that the man in the White House was
"honest Abe Lincoln" still, and that
every citizen might approach him with
complaint. expostulation or advice
without danger of meeting a rebuff
from power-prou- d authorlts". or humili-
ating condescension; and this privilege
was used by so many and witli such
unsparing freedom tnat only superhu-
man patience could have endured It all.
There are men now llvlns who would
today read with amazement. If not re-

gret, what they then ventured to say or
write to him. But Lincoln repelled no
one whom he believed to speak to him
in good faith and with patriotic pur-
pose. No good advice would go un-

heeded. No candid criticism would of-

fend him. No honest opposition, while
It might pain him, would produce a
lasting alienation of feeling between
him and the opponent. It may truly be
said that few men in power have ever
been exposed to more daring attempts
to direct their course, to severer cen-
sure of their acts, and to more cruel
misrepresentation of their motives.
And all this he met with that good-nature- d

humor peculiarly his own. and
with untiring effort to see the right
and to impress it upon thosewho dif-
fered from him. The conversation he
had, and the correspondence he carried
on upon matters of public interest, not
only with men in official position, but
with private citizens, were almost un-

ceasing, and in a large number of pub-

lic letters, written ostensibly to meet-
ings, or committees, or persons of im-

portance, he addressed himself directly
to the popular mind. Most of these
letters stand among the finest monu-
ments of our political literature. Thus
he presented the singular spectacle of
a President who, in the midst of a
great civil war. with unprecedented
duties weighing upon him. was con-

stantly In person debating the great
features of his policy with the people.

It is true, the death of this gentlest
and most merciful of rulers by the
hand of a mad fanatic was well apt to
exalt Mm beyond his merits in the es-

timation of those who loved him. and
to make his renown the object of pecu-

liarly tender solicitude. But it is also
true that the verdict pronounced upon
him in those days has been affected
little bsr time, and that historical In-

quiry has served rather to Increase
than to lessen the appreciation of his
virtues, hi abilities, his services. Giv-

ing the fullest measure of credit to his
great minister. to Seward for his con-

duct of foreign affaire, to Clmse for
the management of the finances under
terrible difficulties, to Stanton for the
performance of his tremendous task as
War Secretary. and readily acknowl-
edging that without the skill and forti-
tude of the great commanders, and the

heroism of the soldiers and sailors un-

der them, success could not have heeti
achieved, the historian still finds thai
Lincoln's Judgment and will were bj
no means governed by those around
him: that the most important stept
were owing to his Initiative: that hir
was the deciding and directing mind;
and that It was he whos
sagacity and whose character enlisted
for the administration in its struggles
the countenance, the sympathy and the
support of the people. It Is found,
even, that his judgment on military
matters was astonishingly acute, and
that the advice and instructions he
gave to the Generals mmninnding in
the field would not seldom have clone
honor to the ablest of them. History,
therefore, without overlooking or pal-

liating, or excusing any of his short-
comings or mistakes, continues to place
him foremost among the saviors of the
Union and the liberators of the slave.
More than that, it awards to Mm the
merit of having: accomplished what but
few political philosophers would have
recognised as possible of leading the
republic through four years of furious
civil conflict without any serious detri-

ment to its free institutions.

To the young generation Abraham
Lincoln has already become a al

figure, which, in tho haze of
historic distance, grows to more and
more heroic proportions, but also loses
in distinctness of outline and feature.
This is indeed the coniomn lot of popu-

lar heroes: but the Lincoln lrgend will
be more than ordinarily apt to become
fanciful, as his Individuality, assem-
bling seemingly incongruous qualities
and forces in a character at. the same
time grand and moat lovable, was so
unique, and his career so abounding In
startling contrasts. As the state of
society in which Abraham Lincoln grew
up passes away, the world will read
with increasing wonder of the man
who, not only of the humblest origin,
but remaining the simplest and most
unpretending of citizens, was raised to
a position of power unprecedented in

our history; who was the p,ratest and
most peace-lovin- g of mortals, unable

creature suffer without ato see any
pang in his own breast, and suddenly
found himself called lo conduct the
greatest and bloodiest of our wars: who
wielded the power of government when
stern resolution and relentless lorco
were the order of the day, and then
won and ruled the popular mind and
heart by tho tender sympathies of his
nature; who was a cautious conserva-

tive by temperament and mental habit,
and led the most sudden and sweeping
social revolution of our time; who. pre-

serving his homely speech mi rustic
manner even in the most conspicuous
position of that period, drew upon him-

self the scoffs of polite society and
then thrilled tho soul of mankind with
utterances of wonderful beauty and
grandeur: who. In his heart the best
friend of the defeated South, was mur-

dered because a crazy fanatic took him

for its most cruel enemy: who, while
In power, was beyond measure lam-

pooned and maligned by soctlnnal pas-

sion and an excited party spirit, and
around whose bier friend and foe gath-

ered to praise him which they have

since never ceased to do as one of the
greatest of Americans and the best of
men.

Lincoln: A Remarkable Essay
BY CLARK E. CAJtK.

Abraham Lincoln was the drollest man I ever saw.

He could make a cat laugh. Never was another man so

vivacious; never have I seen another who provoked so much

mirth, and who entered into rollicking fun with such glee.

He was the most comical and jocose of human beings, laugh-

ing with the same zest at his own jokes as at those of others.

I did not wonder that, while actively engaged in party politics,

his opponents who had seen him' in these moods called Abra-

ham Lincoln a clown and an ape.
Abraham Lincoln was the most serious man I ever saw.

When I heard him protest against blighting our new terri-

tories with the curse of human slavery, in his debates with

Senator Douglas, no man could have been more earnest, none

more serious. In his analysis of legal problems, whether in the

practice of his profession or in the consideration of state

papers, he became wholly absorbed in his subject. Sometimes

he lapsed into reverie and communed with his own thoughts,

noting nothing that was going on about him until aroused,

when perhaps he would enter into a discussion of the subject

that had occupied his mind, or perhaps break out into laughter

and tell a joke or story that set the table in a roar.
When I saw him at Gettysburg as he exclaimed. "That w

here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in

vain; that the Nation shall, under God, have a new birth of

freedom, and that government of the people, by the people and

for the people, shall not perish from the earth!" when I

heard him declare in his second inaugural address, "Fondly

do we hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty scourge
Yet, it God wills that it con-

tinue
of war mav speedily pass away.

until all the wealth piled up by the bondsman's 250 years

of unrequited toll shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood

drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn by the
sword, as was said 3000 years ago, so still it must be said, the
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether."

"With malice toward none, with charity for all. with

firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right" as I

looked upon him and heard him utter these sentiments, upon
the most solemn, thethese occasions, Abraham Lincoln was

most dignified, the most niajestic, and at the same time, the

most benignant human being I ever saw.

Rochefoucauld says that "gravity is a mystery of the body

invented to conceal defects of the mind." Lord Shaftesbury
says that "gravity is the very essence of imposture." Abraham

Lincoln had none of this.
Man is the most serious of animals. Man is the most friv-

olous of animals. It is said that man is the only animal that
can both laugh and cry. Abraham Lincoln gave full vent to his
emotions. He went through life with no restraints nor man-

acles upon his human nature. He was honest in the express

sion of his feelings, whether serious or otherwise; honest in

their manifestation, honest with himself.

It was because Abraham Lincoln was the most human of

human beings that he is loved as has never been any other
man that ever lived.


