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OUR COUNTRY'S GREATEST LOSS.

One of the remarkabe generaliza-
tions of Montesquieu ls this: "Con-
stant experience shows us that every
man {nvested with powesr Is apt to
abuse it: he pushes on t!l] something
comes that lmits him. Is & not
strange, though truse, to say that vir-
tus ftseif has need of limits "

This statement about the tendency
af power to abuss its opportunities
was written nearly ons century befora
the career of the man (Napoleon) who,
above ail others has proven it true.
True, that is to sS4y, &5 & genmeraliza-
tion; yet it has remained for America
to furnish two men as exceptions to
the rule—men who rank among the
first mames In history—Washington
and Lincoln. If there are other names
of equal rank to be placed among the
sxceptions we do not now recall them.

Washington’s work was complotely
Mnished. ¥For his country thers was
nothing more for him to do. Lincoln's
carear was cut short at a time when
his country as greatly needed him as
it bad needed him during the previous
vears of his trylng public career. Nay,
nesded him éven more; for with the
close of the (ivll War came condl-
tions with which his patience and judg-
ment were most ndmirably adapted to
deal: and his taking off was the most
calamitous event {n the history of the
Western world.

That awlful crime changed the whole
direction of our National affairs. It
{nstantly brought about conditions that
prevented the reunion of the North
and South: It opened a contest of poli-
tieal and partisan zerimony that even
yet has not ceased; it has kept the
country divided on Irrational pariy
lines, with the negro the foremost ele-
ment In our politics. It precipitated
indiscriminate negro suffrage on the
country, and subjected the Bouth to
dangers from which it took years to
obtain deliverance—a deliverance that
was effected at last only by practical
nullification of the reconstruction acts,
including the constitutional amend-
ment. All this would have been
averted had Lincoln lived; for he had
the caution and judgment and temper

to meet the problems that resulted
from the war:; the confidence of the
country In hils great qualities wounld

have glven & reasonable conservatism
continuous mnd perfect control, and
suppressed the partlsan rancor o
which the divisiona and conflicts and
mistakes of the last four and forty
vears have been mainly due. No
country ever possaibly could jese more
in the death of one men than our
country lost in the death of Abraham
Lincoln. The situation was one In
which his judgment, forbearance and
wisdom wonld have had full scope;
and with all the high and reverential
regard the country had for him them,
it ecould not then possibly concelve
what it had lost in losing him.

The benevolence of his nature, the
polse of his charatter, his truthfulness,
honesty and self-abnegation make bat-
ter men of the students of his words
end deeds; and “we all experience”
says the historlan Rhodes, “a moral
aplifting In the contemplation of his
sharacter.” Hobert C. Winthrop, at
the meeting of the Massachusetts His-
torfcal Society, April, 1865, spoke of
Lincoln ma “the man wwho of all other
men could be Ileast spared to ths
pdministration of our govarnment—
the man who was most trusted, most
relied on, most baloved by the loyal
people of the Unfon. Beyond all doubt
the Hfe of President Lincoln was a
thousand-fold thse most prectous life
in our whole land; and there ares few
of us who would not willingly have
rascued it at the risk or even at the
sacrifice of our own.,” Of later estl-
mates of Lincoln, those of Car! Bchurs,
Jaseph H. Choate, Charles A. Dana
and Norman Hapgood are excellent
guldes, and no one of them s fulsome.
Frederick Harrison spoke of Lincoln
g8 "the most beautiful and herole
character who in recent times has ever
lad & natlon, the only blameleas type
of the statesman since ths daya of
Washington.” Allen writes: "“Among
the forces which combined to mould
the Hfe of Philllpa Brooks, a prominent
place must be assigned to the charae-
ter and ths career of the great mariyr
of the Civil War. 1In the formative
moment when one is receiving deep
and lasting impressions, Lincoln be-
came to him the typlcal ideal of a
man and of an American. His faith
in humanity was quickened and deep-
ened by the conviction that he had
seen and known in his own age a man
who would stand on the heights of
human greatness.” Robert G. Inger-
soll's suldgy, too simple for exageera-
tion, pronounced Lincoln "the gentlest
memory of our world.” And yet this
was the man whoe led our country
through the greatest of civil wars
sines those of the Roman Republie,
two thousand years ago!

“THE LONG LOORK."

A proposition to reforest land from
which timber has been cut in this state
can hardly be expected to meet the
grave consideration that it deserves
at this time. Our timber area Is still
iarge, and effort of ths most strenu-
pus kind is belng made every Year to
decrease 1t In the Interest of agricul-
ture. This effort does not of courss,
come under the head of timber waste.
It makes, indeed, relatively Iittle im-
pression upan the forests of the state,
It iz not the agricultural Interests, but
the lumber interests or Industry, that
is eating the heart out of Oregon for-
ests, The profita of this last-named
industry are so large and the demands
for its products are so Insistent that
nelither sentiment nor warning statls-
tics avall to stop or check the waste
of this accumulated wealth of cen-
turies,

The Btate Forestry Assoclation s,

however, awake to the duty =vith which
It 1s charged, and will probably in time
work out some plan of reforsstation
for the benefit of future generations.
We take from our forests, according to
highest authority, each year, not
counting the loss by fire, three and
one-half times their yearly growth.
It needs no argument to prova that It
Is, at this rate, only a matter of tima
when the forest floor of the North
American Continent will present to the
sun, the winds, the rains and the
snows of heaven an sxpanse &8 barren
as that of Eastern Asla, and as hope-
less of reforestation. The “long look™
{5 the wiso look In & case of this kind,
and it should be encouraged both by
statute and by the dissemination of
knowledge in regard to the legitimate
u=e and the swanton waste of our for-
est wealth.

WATER SUPPLY AT SALEM.

If Salem is to retaln the Capital the
town must have pure water; and it
{sn’t the business of the state to supply
Salem with water, elther. Eugene I3
bringing In pure water; Balem must
Eugene has the university and wishes
to retain it. Salem has the Capital
Does Salem wish to retain {t?

Salem must not expect the state to
supply water for the town, or to back
the bonds; for the stata avill not do It
Nor will It help or join. Of course,
the state will pay its own water biils,
s other customers do.

But there must be good watar at
Salem; or the Capital will be moved
from that town to soms other, wherse
the water is fit for use. Again, let
it ba sald that it is not the business
of thes state to bring in the water.
But of courss the state will pay, as it
ought and must, for the 'water It con-
sumes, &8 others do.

DUPLICATE BEANUHES.

Speaker McArthur, at Salem, has
introduoced a dill which may help sys-
tamatize the higher educatlon of the
state in case it passes, It provides
for a *“Bosrd of Higher Curricula,” to
ba appointed by the Governor, with
the Superintandent of Publlc Instruc-
tion for secretary, the duty of the
board belng to ellminate duplicate
studies from the University, Agricul-
tural College and Normal Schools, It
would be better if the Stata Superin-
tendent were an active ax-officlo mem-
ber of the Board, and perhaps that is
the Intention, though it Is not defl-
nitely so stated. Abrupt action is
forestalled by requiring thirty days’
notice to any Institution swhose course
15 to0 be modified, and It may appear
by representative and plead Its cause.

Of courza In all the normal schools
the courses must be substantially the
same, but there {s no reason why the
university should duplicate thelr
work. Its pedagogical courses ought
to be more advanced than any given
in & normal school. It ls probably
true slso that Latin and rhetoric wers
better limited to the university, while
such studies as pertaln to englneering,
electriclty, the domestic arts and all
sorts of applied sclence should go to
Corvallis. Any attempt to confine the
work of the Agricultural College to
farming alone would pe disastrous to
ita usefulness as well as contmary to
the Faederal statuts which founded
the school. Its purpose is, by the
terms of the statute, to teach agricul-
ture and the mechanie Arts. Thia
should not be forgotten by any body
which seeks to reform curricula, and
probably will mot be, The danger
which attends such nction as Mr. Me-
Arthur's bill contemplates lies in the
poss!biiity that the board may fail to
understand the Intimate relation be-
tween different studles, a relation
which makes it necessary to teach
coertaln ones in order that others may
be taught profitably. The Governor
can prevent the danger by appointing
broad and enlightensd members. With
some additional safeguards and pre-
cautions, perhaps, Mr. McArthur's bill
ought to pass,

THE TARIFF ON BTEEL.

There are yet so many steel barons
who have not succeeded in wringing
from American consumers such & vast
number of millions as are now safely
in the possession of Mr. Carnegie that
it is perhaps natural for them to unite
in & prolonged outcry against removal
of the duty on steel. This chorus of
dissent against the plans of the
Scotch-Amerlcan Ironmaster is swollen
by the volces of the retinus of Sena-
tors and Representatives, both Demo-
cratlc and Republican, who sneese
whenever the steel trust takes snuff.
The New York Herald, avhich has for
years been an able exponent of the
advantages which would result from
removal of the duty on steel, has sud-
denly flopped over to the cause of the
trust. In support of Its attitude, It
prints a list of Democratic and Re-
publican Senators who are averse to
placing any impediment in the way of
the trust,

The Colorade Fuel & Iron branch of
the steel trust sesms 1o supply a very
good friend in Democratic Senator
Teller, of Colorado, and In support of
tha stand-pat policy, comes forward
Pemocratic Senator Taylor, of Ten-
nesses, his state belng the home of the
Tennessee Coal & Iron Co., which was
the last big concern to be absorbed by
the trust. The predicament in which
removal of the duty would leave the
small dealers is moat distressing to the
trust and its friends. The trust can
mnke steel 0 much cheaper than sny
small concern that, onder stress of
compatition, it would be obliged to cut
prices to a figure that would diaturb
the profits of the small dealer. To
quote from the Herald:

The consensias of opinion Iz overwhelming
that by taking the duty off steel and irom,
these manufacturers would be crushed under
the heels of the steel trust

It has, of course, never occurred to
the steel trust and 1its retinue of
standpatters that tha several mliilion
consumers of steel have as much right
to purchase steel ut its aoctual value,
plus a reasonable profit for the manu-
facturers and handlers, as even the
small dealer has to be supporied at
public expense, stmply becauss he is
unnhls to meet the competition of the
trust. It ia the tarif that has enabled
the trust to wield ths power It has
shown over all branches of the Indus-
try, and removal of the tariff would
leave the trust powerless to exact any
unreasonable tribute from the consum-
ers, even If the last of the small plants
were swept out of existence and we
were obligad to depend exclusively on
factories that could produce steel at
the lowest price.

If it Is right that a tariff should be
maintained on steel to offset the disad-
vantage which & small manufacturer
suffers as compared with a large man-
ufacturer, it must be equally right that
& similar equalization be made through
all lines of industry wherein the cost
of manufacture can never be exactly

the same. In turning on his former
assoclates Mr, Carnegie may have for-
gotten that there is honor even AMONE
thisves, and he has perhaps committed
a great breach of etiguette. But for
all that he s amdvocating & policy
which soonér or later the consumers
swill force the country to adopt.

LINCOLN'S HUNDREDTH BIRTHDAY.
Now that the tims has come Lo cele-
y brate the hundredth anniversury of
Lincoln's birth, his character will be
analyzed more diligently than ever be-
fore. His greatness s admitted by
everybody. The problem now is to un-
derstand it. Whait was the element In
Lincoln's cheracter which made bim
precisely the man to steer the ship of
state to n safe harbor? Why was it
that he attracted and held the confi-
dence of the plain people #s no other
Prestdent ever did, knowing the secret
tmpulses of their souls and wielding
over them an !nfluence mysterious and
almost boundless? To the learned and
cultured among his countrymen Lin-
coln was an unwelcoms figure when he
first appeared in the National arena.
Before his death ha had won thelir ad-
miration. The eccentricities of per-
gonality, speech and manner which
had seemed to them so repulsive at
first had been transformed as If by
some magic skill Into graclous adorn-
ments of a soul transcendent in powar
and benuty.

But throughout his term of office
and ever elnce, Lincoln has been an
enigma. Like Bhakespeare, he insists
upon belng accounted for, and atill to
account for hlm seems Impossible. Of
the breeding and Instructlon which are
thought to be essential to the nuriure
of fine powers and noble manhood he
had nothing. To the schools he oawed
no debt. Books did not form his mind,
for he was acquainted with but half &
dogen, and those he mastered; they
never mastered him. Of the “Great
Companions” whom Walt Whitman
gingas in such lofty phrase and with
whom he Invites us to syvalk, Lincoln
knew nothing. He was born in A hut
and his youth was passed In poverly
and hard Isbor among humble folk.
If he knew anything of architecture,
he must have learned it from studying
the proportions of & log cabin. He
never saw & fine ploture until he had
grown to manhood and the dawn of
greatness began to break upon him.
The only music he heard In hls boy-
hood., when the Ideals are shaped and
the taste fixed, must have been the
rude hymns the ploneers of the prairie
sang in campmeetings,

Consider the product of these un-
promising surroundings. All that phil-
osophy can do for us is to soften the
asperities of fortune and fortify the
mind with hepe and patience. The
rudeat blows of fortune seamed to fall
like snowflakes upon Lincoln's head.
No stole of imperial Rome ever smiled
more bravely at her buffets, nor has
there llved & man in all history who
underwent good and evil with a
sweeter patlence or fought for high
ends with more resolute fortitude, All
that lenrning can do for us ia to draw
from the experience of the past lessons
to gulde us in future emergencies.
IAncoln seemed to need no such les-
sons. The ripe fruits of human ex-
perience must have been Innate In hia
mind, for he was equal to every occa-
slon and supreme master of every op-
portunityn  All that art can do for us
is to soften the heart and win the sym-
pathles for the victim of unkindly cir-
cumstance. From the plea of sorrow
Lincoin never turned away. In the
strife between justice and mercy which
went on In his.scul throughout the
time of the Civil War it was mercy
thaf sas almost always victor; but for
all that no statesman evar exerclsed a
sterner justice wher the need of his
country called for it.

All this s simple history. How
shall we account for it?7 How came
it that Lincoln, with none of the accl-
dents which are supposed to make
men great, achleved the highest great-
neas, and with none of the culture
which makes for beauty of character,
neverthele=s grow to & beauty which
has been comparsd to the lone excel-
lence of the Man of Galllea? 1t Is &
strange riddle, and yet it can be read.
The man of falth sees in Lincoln an
expression deep and true of that which
Is and a type of that which is to come.
More adequately than any other par-
son he Incarnated the true nature of
the common man. He expressed the
multitude. Ha externalized the peo-
ple. In him ths mysterious soul of
the low and volceless throng was made
manifest and ths genlus of the evolv-
Ing race showed forth its power and
infinfte beauty. He felt as the com-
mon man would feel were e but
emancipated from the fetters that bind
and irritate him. Lincoln acted as the
innumerable peopls that compose Lthe
nations would act, all &8s one maq,
ware they but free from the tolls of
habit and deceptive tasaching. He
thought with the hareditary wisdom of
the endless ages, as we should all
think were we but risen to the light of
the great new consclousness. Lincoln
compréehended humanity because he
was human in the mystic meaning of
the dawning time. The world loved
him because with sure Instinet it saw
In him the possibilities of its transcen-
dental self. He was the vaolee of
prophecy fulfilled, the philosopher's
hope and the poet's dream coma true.
In him was all Injustice righted and
immemorial wrong recelved its due
from God. In Lincoln the common
man beheld what he himself shall be
when the balance at last swings even,
when the scars of the anclent scourge
are henled and the erect soul con-
fronis the world in the majesty of
complete freedom.

Lincoln was great becauses ha was
democracy in action. What he dld in
the Civil War democracy will do fn all
predlcaments when {ts power has be-
come complete, It will feel as he felt
and think as he thought. Xlis life Is
precious because it proves how basely
the people have been slandered by
those svho Epeak of them as fickle,
cruel and shallow. In reality they ars
patient, kindly and deeply reflective.
Thelr comprehension of Lincoln and
unwavering love for him, a love and
comprehension which grow with the
years and will ever grow, prove it be-
yond all question.

Ths American Peace Soclety, with
headquarters in Massachusetts, {s hor-
rifled over the proposition of the
Naval Department and the President,
saking Congress for four new battle-
¢hips larger and more powerful than
any other In the world, to cost some-
thing ke $15,000,000 aplece. It has
sent this typical Bostonese remon-
strance to Congress: "We ask you
to refuse to go further in the ruinous
and sxtravagant expense of warships.
We ask von to help replace Interna-
tional susplclon with mutual confi-
dence and friendly good will. We be-

llev.nymnotbolan:uhnan

_mtimnmmdly

follow ths resson-
able end civilized lead of the United
Statea in this course” Which s all
wrong. What other nations are doing
the Unlited States must do. We are
the richest. Except in batileships, we
are the most powerful. Uncle Sum Is
merely keeping up with the proces-

elon.
—ee

LO, THE POOR MODOCS!
Hechoes of the Modoe War of 1873
cames out of the dim distance & few
days ago through a bili presented in
the United Btatey Senate by Senator
Curtis, of KEnn=as which had alresdy
passed the House of Representatives,
alowing the feeble remnant of Captain
Jack's band of banished warriors to
return to thelr native haunts in Klam-
ath County, after an exile of a third of
a century. Distant as are the echoes
awakened by this bill, they cluse an
involuntary shudder to those whose
memories run back to the flerce strug-
gls for supremacy between the red men
and the white In the storied lava beds
of tha Klamath country In 1874,

A more ruthless band of savages
never intarposed thelr murderous fury
to the feeble advance guard of civili-
zation, #&s repregented by settlers
homes and flocks, than this Modoc
band under the leadership of that most
fntrepld and crusi of all savage war-
riors of the West, Captain Jack, griz-
gled ally of Geronimo, tha wily
Apache, treacherous, desperate, crusl
The wives and children of the settlers
fiad and fell before the Insatiahle fury
of these savages, the torch was ap-
plied to their homes. the men, almost
as helpless through isoiation and lack
of means of dafense as were their fam-
{lles, were shot from ambush, scalped
and tha!r mutilated bodlea loft for Oe-
vouring wolves,

All of this &nd much mors, made
real by names, dates and the rehearsal
of acta of individual herolsm, was fa-
milirr to the peopls of the Pacific
Northivest & third of a century ago.
Women warse not less herolc than were
men in the defensa of thelr cabin
homes, and were often more enduring.
Facing the certainty that their huos-
bands had been kllled by the maraud-
ing bands, they gathered their chil-
dren around them and with sloepless
vigilance—rifle in hand—kept the fos
gt bay untll volunteer or Federal
troops came to their rescue.

Q. C. Applegate embodied the story
of one of these herolnes In verse,
which, while It could not be called
poetry, was thrilling in its recital, and
in the homage pald to the women of
the border it was pathetle and sincere.
It told In simple, unstudled rhyme the
story of “Sarah Brotherton,” whom
the author halled as a *"heroine of the
Modoc War.” It told of the unexpect-
ed outbreak of & Modoc band; the kiil-
ing from ambush of her husband and
oldest son on the range, whera they
were looking after thelr stock, and of
the rida for life of her shepherd boy,
as, pursued by yelling savages, he gal-
loped wildly toward the “inch-board
shanty" that was thelr only refuge,
At this point we guote:

When the mother maw them coming
And heard the din and roar,
#he selzed the Henry rifle
And sprang from the open door
And when ths redsikins shouted
And came up on the run,
Bhe stood as Arm as Casssr
And snswaered with the gun

Successful in bringing her boy
shelter, the story proceeds:
For hoars and hours the war whoop
Ruﬁ ‘round the lintered walls,
And through the inch-board shanty
Came whizzing ths musket balls;
But still rang ont the rille
Above tha maviage yell,
Anl svery leaden missive
Was sont where 1L would tall

to

And there on guard wa found her
Whan four jong days had fled,
Hslf crazed with slecpless watching
And morrow for the dead
But still that feariess mother
When ws came, a saving band,
Sipod by the open doorwiy
With her rifie in her hand
Belonging to another chapter of the
war which led to the subjugation of
the Modoca is the tragic death of Gen-
eral Canby and the nearly fatal as-
sauit on Colonal A. B. Meacham
as under a flng of truce they met the
treacherous savages In the lava beds
with offers of pesce; their pursuit by
Genera! Crook, their final surrender
and thelr banishment from the region
which they held to belong to them-
selves by right of anclent occupation;
the restoration of peace to the dls-
tracted and desoclated frontier, and of
the steady advance of the Klamath
country in settlement and clivillzation.

THE EASIEST WAYX.

From ths fragmentary accounts
which are avallxble It appears that
Eugens Walter's new play, “The Easi-
est Way,” resembles more or lesa
closely Plnero's terrible “Iris” The
herolne plays fast and looss with two
men who both desert her in the end
and leave her to survive by practicing
the arts of & common prostitute. Pin-
ero treats the theme with a tragic
power which appals the reader. What
Walter has done weo cannot much mora
than conjecture, but he must have
done something, for New York Isln &
buzz of mingled sense and nonsense
over his play, and the usual discussion
about the morality of his plot and the
advisability of treating such themes
has begun. What Is called the “mor-
ality"” of the stage has eéver been dear
to Amerlcans. It consists in excluding
from plays every topic which concerns
the deep questiona of sex. Plays may
deal with politics, religion and conven-
tional love. They may ridicule matri-
mony, antirize the bench and make
merry with the family, but the soclal
evil is a thing which they must sa-
credly respect. They may ridicule the
results of marriage 8s much as they
please, but marriage itself they must
call holy.

No sensible person will seek to quar-
rel with this convention. As long as
people wish thelr plays to be of this
character they ought to be gratified.
Indeed there !s no way to hinder [t.
. But what shall we do when they begin
to wish for plays of a different charac-
ter? If the public tires of eatirizing
the marriage ralation and wishes to
heaar it discussed on the stags In a'ra-
tional manner, who != to forbid? If
theater-goers awake to the extent and
fearful consequences of the soclal evil
and wish the drama to consider it, the
drama will be very likely to obey.
Much of what s currently sald about
the undeairabllity of discussing such
subjects beforea ‘the young and pure”
Is nonsense. It Is worse than nonsense
because It {8 hypercritical. Young peo-
ple hear the discusalons in question in
spite of all we can do tp hinder them.
If they are not heard under conditions
of purlty and sound reason, they will
bo heard under conditions which are

vile. Nature has made it inavitable
that human beings shall learn about
certaln things at a cartain time of life.
Our efforts to thwart her purpose re-
sult mainly In the promotion of vice
gnd the spread of disease. In Pin-

ero's "Second XMrs. Tanqueray” the

‘young daughter of the hero was edu-
cated in & convent, where she wns sup-
posed to be shielded from all “im-
proper” knowledge, but msvhen she
emerged from the sheltering walls it
appeared that nothing was hidden
from her. In George Meredith’s. "One
of Our Conguerors” the young girl was
pent to reside with a couple of maiden
aunts, aged and stern, to prevent the
taint of information. The precautions
against it led to its speedy acquisition.
She returned homs fully Informed.

The truth of the matter is that iife
itsalf renders all barrlers which we
erect against the diffusion of facts per-
taining to the sexes vain. The only
gensible question i3 whether we shall
compsl the young to acquire that
knowledge through viclous channels or
tmpart It dellberately and wholesome-
ly. The notion that accurate acquaint-
ance with commonly concealed truths
makes & man or woman “impure’” is
only worthy of a simpleton. FPurity
does not consist In lgnorance, but in
right conduct with complets knowl-
edge. Moreover, the imaginary purity
of ignorance is a mers baseiess conven-
tion. In reality It never can exist ex-
cept in the rarest cases. If it could
exist in general the misfortune swould
be great hecause, after agll, It Is tha
most {mportant kind of knowledge,
and our efforts to smother !t hava re-
suitad in imimeasurable Injury to the
race. The drama has long taken this
view of the matter in other countries,
Even England, which Is almost as
strongly bound to conventlon As Wwe
are, long ago produced plays which
treat the relations of the sexea frankly.
People called them “immoral” at first,
but the éplithet meant nothing mora
than that they wers unusual, *Mrs.
Warren's Profession' is far from being
fmmoral. On the contrary, it teaches
a lssson profoundly whelesome and
one that voung girls es well &s young
mean ought to learn.

On the continent of KEurops ths
drama. deals with every theme that in-
terests mankind, and nobody seema to
be the worse for it. Onea hardly llkes
to believe that our morals are maore
frall than those of other countries, Nor
i= it eredible that we have not similar
problems to. solve. The convention
thit America Is a land where evory-
thing ls perfect was comforigbie as
long as it could be kept up, but to
keep It up now hgs hecome too diffl-
cult. Iike other Ttountrles, we are
driven by circumstances to confront
the truth, and it will be avise for us to
take sdvantage of every useful device
for solving our =oclal problems., 1If the
public will tolerata the discussion of
vital questions on the stage, then such
dlspusslons need not be discouragad on
the ground that they are immoral.
Nothing that promotes the welfare of
mankind can be wrong In any rational
sEonse, The intalligence of our time
has turned strongly toward social
questions. It 1s but natural that the
stage should feel the same impulse and
obey it.

A BURPRISING ATTEMPT.

it 1s scarcely less than astonishing
that a member of the State Senats
could be found to bring before that
body a blll to annul the law that pro-
vides for sending an attendant from
the Insane asylum, who ‘is famillar
with the care of the insane, to convey
patients to that Institution. Tt svill ba
recalled that this law was defeated be-
fore the legisiative body In
powerful lobby composed, as stated by
Benator Smith, of Umatilla, of “slx-
teen Sheriffa.” It was more success-
ful the succeeding sessxion, and It has
now been In operation six yerrs to
the satisfaction of all concerned ox-
cept certain Sheriffs who have chafed
at the loas of emoluments that ac-
crued to thls office under the old sya-
tem.

The enactment of this law was urged
fn the name of humanlity, of decency
and of economy. Sherlffs’ fees have
been lessened by #t, but upon the
grounds upon which It was urged and
pas=ed it has been fully vindicated. Al
whose Instigation tne repeal of this
wholesome, humane and eaconomle
measurs was sought can only be con-
jectured. Not the least amazing leat-
ura «f tha attempt wns the disclosurs
that the Senator who Introduced the
bill was utterly Ignorant of its finan-
clal fmporg to the Sheriffs of the sev-
eral counties. The arttempted repeal
was properly and emphatteally defeat-
+d, therse being but two votes In its
favor. The eplsode demonstrated, first,
the careclessmess with which members
sometimes span measures that they
themselves introduce and chemplon,
and, second, the fact that a maljority
of members of the legislative body are
alert when It comes to a question that
involves the comfort and the right=s of
a glasa of unfortunates who are un-
able to speak for themselves.

BUBSIDY-SEEREERS OUTRAGE.

The Oregonian is In receipt of a
communlication from the Merchant
Marine League of the United States
It leads off with the statement, “Wa
want to present for your consideration
whait we think 1s an outrage,” and
then proceeds to describe the "out-
rage' as follows:

This country Is spending mililons .of
American dollars In digging a canal nrt
Passmu, which will be, In times of posce at
all events, under the prement conditions,
solely for the beénsfit of the merchant ma-
rine of our German, Britlslh, Norwegian,
French and Japaness friends; and ecannot
be conmldersd in any way money well mpent
for the benefit of American commerce,
American business Interests or the American
fag, for the reason that we have practically
no Ameriesn ships and the American fOag
does neot wayve from the masthoead of any-
thing In the way of an American merchant
mirine.

This preliminary outiine of the "out-
rage” is followed by several pages of
the stersotyped complaint of tha ship-
subsidy seekers. It relates how thls
Government, after paying higher
prices for supplies and equipment than
they could be purchused for In other
countries, persists in shipping them to
Paname by tha vessels which carry
them the cheapest, Irrespective of the
flag which the vessels sall under. The
Merchant Marine League s seeking
the enactment of a law which will pre-
vent forelgn vessela obtaining any of
this traffic. It is also asking support
of what is mildly termed the “ocean
mail bill,” which is our old friend the
subsidy graft under a new name. The
Oregonian cannot agree with the Mer-
chant Marine Leagye as to ths meth-
ods necessary for the re-establishment
of the American flag on the high seas.

Taking a dispassionate view of the
praliminary statement of the “out-
rage" It !5 slmple Justice to stats that
the canal will not be *solely for the
benefit of the merchant marine of
other countries.” They may make use
of It by payving tolis based on the cost
and operating axpenses, and in this
manner lighten the cost of operation
for our own vassels. Tha leagus's plea
for sasistance in securing the adeption
of the resolution prohibitine the car-

1901 by a |

rying of canal supplies in forelgn ships 1
assures us that If the resoiution Is
adopted there will ‘‘quickiy be such
competition for the business that be-
fore long vessels protécted by the Stars
and Siripes would he upon every
ocean, beoguse of their modern meth-
ods of doing this work at less cost
than foreign boats have ever atlempt-
ed to do .

If this be trus, the Merchant Marine
League and all of Its boosicrs should
get busy sand urge the passage of /
law wranting American registry to all
of the vesspla which American capital
avill buy. With these cleap vessels
and the “modern methods" referred
to, there would be no need of a sab-
gidy or of any favoritism being shown.
1f the league wauld devote lis energies
to securing the passage of legisiation
that would admit of o natural growth
for our merchant marine, 1t would be
unneces=nry to spend a6 much money
In an offort to unnatural and
unnecossary assistance.

secure

The contlnued attempt of the Coun-
ty Court to harass and annoy SBheriff
Btevens is reiiching & stage where it
can be attributed to no other reason
than malice or & desgire for revenge.
The matiter of feeding the prisoners

and of their onstody was decided by
the Legialature two years ago by a

vota large enocugh to be decisive. The
attempt of the County Court to sot
legislative verdliet wns re-

aside the
jacted by the people at the June eleo-
tion by the overwhe!ming majority of

mora than two to one {n favor of lha_-'

Shariff. Yielding to the demands of
the suceessive grand juries the County
Court after six months' delay, reluc-
tantly agreed to obey the law and
broke faith by immediately reopening
the fight with a number.of bills intro.
duced In the Legislature. Spitework
of this kind is most reprehensible, and
the Legisiature should refuse to be
mads a perty to any such pollcy of
persecution of &n official whose nd-
ministration In all of i#ts detalls has
been above reproach.

There ara large sgections of land In
Malhsur County that will grow the
finest producis of the temperaie aone
whose only nead 1a water for Irriga-
tion. The Malhenr “project” means
Government ald and ¢ontrol of canal
work. Yet to gain this end men must
surrender some of the results of thelr
labor for thirty years, to go Iinto &
sort of pool for the common wallars.
This 18 one of the blocks In the project,
and, as the men of Malheur are only
humnan, ths problem Is of large ‘sl
A way will found. FPerhaps
easlest will be to makes the appropria-
tion large enough to cover the pur-
chase of these rights and let all start
Meanwhile an empire lles idie
be develaped Into homes

b

even.
that should

Every resident of Oregon wonld re-
gret the destruction of valuable his-
torical records now scattored in dark
corners throughout the Statchouse. An
appesl to the Legisinture by J. H: Al-

bert, of Salem, published on another
pags, for a firepraonf bullding ocught
to meet with |nstant response. The

paople of Oregon will unanimously ap-
prove.

It will not greatly help Arlzona's
ambition to be a atate If the notion 1=
eprend abroad that its first action will

be to return Foroker to the Senate.
There can ba nothing to the story.
The multitude of aspiring Arizona

statesmen who themselves have thelr
eve on the Senate avlll take care of

that

It has been decreed by the National
Boot and Shoe Manufacturers' Assoc]-
ation that hereafter the size of shoes
ghall ba stamped plainiy Instead of by

tha secret coide tiow used. While It
mey save sileamen from prevarication,
yvou can’t changs human naturs In
women.

The declsion of a Chicage julpge
vesterday, In 2 damage sult agalnst a
strastoar corporation,” that a echild is
not & ljving soul until birth, based on
a verso of Genesis, 18 bad law from

the standpoint of morality. It will
ofter a loophole for escape in mal-
practice,

Now here is the great steamrhip
In

tho
the

Deutschiand running round
Hudson River. That ou t
Puget Sound newspapers a fine
for caustic comment on
sanding a real ocean va
schooner harbor like New

the

York.

It seems to be nec
again to an Intsres
ten-inch hatpin bill NOT pn il
by the Oregon Legislature. The Ore-
gon Legisiature has much more impor-
tant work to do—rv

announae
1 that the

CRSATY

woas

gninte

of badsheets, for example.

Thera 1s qulte & contrast between
Lincoln's son, who deems It lmproper
to participate In the exerclses in honor

of his father, and the son of another
President, swho put In n bill of ex-
penses for attending the dedication of
his father's monument.

President Wilson, of Princeton,
thinks {f Lincoln had been born In
New York he wouldn't hava amountad
to much; or {f he had,
been “only by supreme
is tough on one T. Roosevell

Ir you will read The Oregonian
carefully today, you will know maore
than you ever did about Abraham Lin-
coln; and, 1f you are like othsr Amer-
fcans, you doubtless feel that yoo eéan
never know enough,

Captain Qualtrough, of the Georgla,
has been suspended for six months for
“bheing Intoxicated at a reception.’” This
would seem to show how imprudent it
Is for & naval officer to bo drunk at a
reception.

But you aes If the Legisisture wers
still in contention over the Senator It
would be kept out of other and atill
greater mischief. t's & world of com-
pensations.

It is pome consolation to refllect that
thare are only twenty-one more days
of February, if all February is to be
liks the first six days.

Oregon resumed me fulfillment of
thes demand of an eye for an eye Fri-
day. Will it continue? Thers is much
material on hand.

The trouble with Captain Qualtrough
was that he didn’t know those Mediter-
rancan highballs are alao as ‘'strong as
Gibraltar."

Two more weeks of the appeals for
“more” at Balem. The snlary grab-
bers haven't done much for themselves

sael tnto o lttle |

the length |

so far,

Lincoln’s Favorite Hymn

For years, *'Oh, Why Should the Bpirit
of Mortal Be Proud?’ Lincoln's favorite
hymn, was publlshed snonymously. He
never knew its suthorship. To this Any
in collections,

the hymn Is publizshed

“guthor unknown.™

In his comprehensiva work, “English
Hymns: Thelr Authors and History,”

Snmuel W. Duffigld says:
Knox—This is the Scottish poet whose

poem, “Oh, why shouid the gpirit of mortal
wus such a favorite with Presi-

be prond #*

dent Line He wrote what Mr. Freder-
fek & ers Justly ealls “spl ndid 1yrion**
WWitllam Jnox was borm In 1780, and died

sovember 12, 1525—the *son

in Edink :
upon Bir Walter

of & respectable yeoman
Sdott's testimony. He sucoeeded O good
farms e Duka of Buociengh, but
bacame od., and nltimately bank-
rupt It was then that his fine veln of
feraive poetry showed liaell jila “‘Lonely
Hearth,'r “Honge of lerasl’ nil “Harp of
earn after-

3¢ Abraham
yugh his com-
excallance.

t March, the
the scalptor Swayne
Washington The sculplor
w1 m bust of Mr. Lincoln in
the Teeasury bulld-
"L Carpantar

0 Wi
n, & poem of clus
during th

arpenter
hoth

1544,

and

thare, To-

n by Enox. he wii

1 d  that Mp, Swayns poe-

eopy of the yerses In print, which

he hod cut ssveral yoars before, from &

Philadelphia papar,

OH, WHY EHOULD THE BPIRIT OF
MORTAL BE PROUD?

Oh, why should the spirit of martal be

proud?

Like o swift, fleeting meteor, a fast-fiying
clond?

A finsh of the
wWave,
Man passeth fro
Erave.

Nghtning, & brenk of the

life to his rest In the

leaves nf tha oak and the wifow
phall
I seatie
And the
nnd
Shall moulder to dust and together mhall

lle

The

fade,

1 mround and together be lald!
d the low

The Infant a motler attanded and loved!

The mother that Infant's affection whao
pre «

The husband that mothsr and infant whe
blpssad;

sach, all, ara away to their dwelllngs of

rest.

Thae mald onm whoss nheek, on whosn
brow,. in whoin Ve,

Bhone benuty and pleasure, her triumphs
nro byi

And the momory of those who loved her

| and pralsed,

Are nllka from the minds of the lving
ernsed

The hand of the king that the scapire

Ath T

The 1 that tha mitar
hath worn;

The eye of the sage and the heart of the

e

Are
Tha peasant whoea lot to mow and to
The {sman, who climbed with hia

its up the stesp;
The begear, who wandered In seach of
his vl
Have fr 4 away liks tho grasa that we

trond.

The saint, who enjosved the communion of

henven,

Tha finner who darsq to remain unfor-
given,

The wige and the foollah, ths guilty and
Just,

Have quletly mingled thelr bones in the
dust.

So the mnultitude goes, like the flower or

the w

withers

oot ;

Sa the multitude comes, even those we
bahold,

To ropent evary tals that has often besn
toid

That away fo Jet others muo-

fathers havs

For we are ths sams our

tha sama sun,
run the eame course our fathers
have run.

And

think.

death we mra shrinking our

would shrink;
» we are clinging our fathers
ling:
speedns for us all, ke & hird on
wing
They layed, but tha story was cannot
th heart 'of the
no wall from thelr
| aomes
Thay Joyed, but the tongus of thelr gind-
nesn s dqumb.
They dled. aye! they died; and we things
thot are Now,
Who walk on the turf that lles over thalr
brow
Who malkas In thelr dwelllngs 4 transient
Meot they met on thelr
pi
Yeu! and despondency, pleasurs
nrd paln,
We mingle together In sunshine and
el
And the smiles and the tears, the mong
and the dirge,
Btill follow each other, llke surge upon
BuUrge

“IMa the wink of an eys, 'tia the draught
of a bre

From tha bl 3 ef health to the pale-
nesy of death,
From the gi 1 saloon to the bdler and
the shroud
Oh, why shouid the splirit of mortal bes
proud?
— e

0 CAPTAIN! MY CAPTAIN!

By Walt Whitman.
O captaln! My captain! Our fearful trip
ia done
The ship hasg weather'd every rack, ths
the prize we sought 1a won.
The port Is near, bells I hear,
peopla nll exulting,
While follow eyes the stondy lkeal,
vessel grim and daring;
But O lieart! heart! hesart!
O tho bleeding drops of red,
Where on the deck my captain lies,
Fallen cold and dead.

the

the

O captaln! my captain! rise up and hear

the bells;

Rlge up—for vou the flag is flung—for
you the bugle trills

For you bouquets nund ribbon'd wreaths
—for you the shore's a-crowading:

For you they call, the swaying masns,

their eager faces turning.
Hora captain! dear fathar!
This arm benenth your head!
it 1s some drsam that on the deck,
You've fallen cold and dead.
My captaln does not his lips
ara pals and still,
My father does not feel my arm, he has
no pulge.rs will.
The shin (s anchor'd safe and sound, 1ty
vovige cloted and
From fearful trip tha victor ship comes
in wilh object won;
Exult O shores. and ring O bellal
But I with mournful tread,
Walk the deck my captaln lies
Fallen cold and dead

Enswer,

-




