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T SEEMS preposterous." Mid Cip--I
tain Dickson, "that thieves could
steal and T--t away with a full-rom- -n

steamboat and hat, too, on an
Inland river. But thla Is Just exactly
what a sang of river pirates did In tlic
cm of tie Davy Jour, a Morn-whe- el

steamboat that nrv-- e belonged to the
;overnme:it service and whioh was em-

ployed with other boat of the Govern-
ment fleet on the Mississippi River In
looking after ti-- e levees, keeping the
chann.-- ! clear and the Government lights
burning, and the numerous other mat-
ters that the Government has assumed
In connection with the navigation on that
stream.

fantaln Dickson nu a retired sapret
arvlce officer and I had known him for
many years. He had no thought of pub--
lt.Mn- his reminiscences, but when I

could set him tinder the Influenco of a
warm fire in his cozy parlor, a pipe.

. and a glass never more than two in an
I svonlne of his favorite berry, I always
i rot something that was worth publishing
and I used to tell him ao. Ann as mo

! principals to tl: affairs werre so niaoen
In the, tellmsr and the locale of th- - events
was usually so far away be did not

'object. I prefer to tell It in nis own
words.

The boat had beon operated by the
i Government until It had been consm-er- d

unsuited for Its needs, and then
i It was sold to a curious old river man

named Hank Parlow. who employed it
as a trading boat, towing a large nai
boat with It. and picking up such odd
Jobs of towing and freighting as chance

,' threw In his way.
I was In the office of the surveyor of

. customs at a certain Mississippi River
I rlly one day when Parlow came In to
I luava his license renewed and me sur-

eyor Introduced him to me. He was a
peculiar character, and wnen u came

I to paying the fee for the license. Par- -
; low drew forth a greasy p jucii n
' some Indeterminate place of conceal- -j

ment about his person, and paid the
amount from a J20 gold piece. Hi asked

; for his change In gold, but as there
' liar.p-ne- d to be none in the oftlce just
I then he accepted the silver and bills

with some showing of reluctance and
bowed hlma!f out of the of flee.

After he bad eft. the survoyor told me
that Parlow was a miser and was reputea
to be worth many thouse.nds cr rtoiiars.
Tils fortune, so the rivermen said, was

j concealed somewhere about the boat
Iavy Jones, and- - It was thought to be

I ali In gold, as Parlow invarianiv naa
nvery bit of silver and every bill that

l Into his hands converted Into gold
; coins at bis Orst opportunity.

I didn't see Parlow again until some
weeks later, when he cams. Into mv
office and told me that his boat bsd
been stolen from the wharf the night
before and he wanted me to find tt. He

' was frenzied with grief and chagrin and
swore, with many black and long-wind-

oaths, that he would kill the thieves on
eight tf ha could find them. I doubted

, if the case was one In niy Jurisdiction,
but I wired the particulars to the de-

partment at Washington and received
Instructions to go on serch for the
vessel and endeavor to capture the
rogues. It seems thai thsre had been
considerable complaint from the port
where I was then stationed, of thefts
ef gods and other articles from steam-
boats, and as the work was attributed to
a gang of river pirates, the chief thought
It would be a good Job to round up the
gang and put them where thsy would
do no harm.

Parlow offered to pay all expenses,
and he told me that a friend of his, a
sallow. slouching fisherman named
AVastrow. owned a fast cabin gasoline
boa that would be put at my disposal.
I wired notice of the theft of the Davy
Jones to points along the river and Its
tributaries, as I felt sure that the boat
could not remain long undetected If It
showed Itself at any port of the Mis-

sissippi.
The next morning when I opened my

office. I found a dirty slip of paper
among the letters In my mall box. Ex-

amining it, I discovered pencil writing

Chicago Reoord-Heral- d,

the shouts of laughter
greeted Its second list of re-

formed words issued last January, the
Simplified Spelling Board of America has
continued Ha work and has ready a new
and third list of words which it will
soon submit to the public. More than
that. It has succeeded In arousing the
Interest of conservative Britishers,
noted for their respectful mental at-

titude toward long established usages
spelling, political or social. Dr.

Charles P. G. Scott of New York, sec-
retary of the board. and Professor
James W. Bright of Johns Hopkins

In a recent visit to Europe set
forth the merits of their cause In such
persuasive fashion that a
spelling- - society has been organized In
Iondon with an office opposite the
British Museum. The president of the
Indon society, which will do its best
to t the English of the British Isles
to drop the first "S" from the "Isles."
it PTOfesor Skeag of Cambridge. The
list of Includes snch
notables as Sir James Murray, editor
of the Oxford Dictionary; Sir
Ramsav of University College In Lon-
don: Dr. Fumivall. Shakespearean

and Andrew Carnegie. Will-
iam Archer, dramatic crltlo. who
evinced strong- - interest In the subject
while visiting America, Is secretary of
the London society, which Andrew Car-
negie has generously aided lxt a finan-
cial way.

The movement has a counterpart In
France, where the minister of public
Instruction. M. Doumergue. has Issued
orders that simplified spelling be In-

troduced In the public schools this
year. The reform of some of the
French words received the approval
of the French Academy. Jealous guar-
dian of the purity of the French lan-
guage. In 1893. long before the Amer-
ican board Issued Its first list of re-

vised spelling, but It was not until
this year that changes advocated by
the academy received government sanc-

tion. And even now the reform will
not be obligatory. The French reform
provides for the suppression of "H"
in the Greek group of words like rhet-oriqu- e.

rhinoceros, etc.. substitution of
I for Y In style, analyse, etc., substi-
tution of "C" for the sibilant T" In
words like confidential, and extension
of "3- - ss sign of the plural In words
ending In ou. eau and su-- It also pro-

vides for suppression of "II" In words
like theater, substtution of "F" for
-- pne In words like phenomene snd
elimination of the double nn In words
like psyssnne.

It as though the
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on It and after some difficulty t de-
ciphered this message:

i

Ths dav Jonss Is op st francle Rfrrer.

It was not signed and the writing
howed that lis author was In no sense

a scholar. I was pondering over it when
Parlow came In to t'll me that the gaso-
line launch was ready for my departure
whenever I wished to set out. I had not
really Intended going on a cruise, as I
thought the boat would be found in a
day or so. but the anonymous letter had
put. the l1- - In my head. I showed the
note to Parlow and he became highly
excited.

He swore. "That's Just what I thought
they'd do. They've run out there In the
swamps to pick the boat to pieces so
that they can find my gold. There ain't
no gold aboard it, but them
rivor-rat- s think there is. and this ain't
the first time they've tried to get at It.

I questioned him about It and learned
from him that the Ft. Francis River
flowed Into the Mississippi from the
Arkansas side a short distance above
Helena, Ark., and that the country It
flowed through was wild and little In
habited. The Mississippi was at a aooa
stage Just at this time, and Parlow said
that the thieves could run the boat far
back into the woods, through any bayou
or elouKh, and have every opportunity to
pick the boat to pieces without fear of
being disturbed or discovered.

Ho was for setting out on the Instant
for the 9t. Francis In pursuit of the
thieves and he seemed to have absolute
faith in the dirty note that purported to
tell where the thieves had gone. I. too,
for some unaccountable reason, seemed
to pin some faith to the note. There-
fore, I arranged to leave that same after-
noon on the launch, and Instructed Par-lo- w

to lay in supplies of food and gaso
line and make preparations for a cruise
of several davs.

We left about 1 o'clock and mads) rapid
time down the river. I had often seen
the Mississippi River during a flood but
I had never fully understood lis irresi
Uble force until this trip down It la the

launch. We traveled at the rate
of a race horse. Parlow wanted to run
after nightfall, and while I was more to
favor of tying up, he and V astrow as-
sured me that , traveling was absolutely
safe and. as they were experienced river- -
men and soemed to understand the boat
and the river, too, I consented and turned
in making a bed on the locker seat of
the forward cabin. My bed was a IItne
crampod and the situation was a novel
one. but I soon dropped asleep and
didn't wake until tt was broad daylight
nxt morning.

Parlow and Wast row had taken turns
at the wheel, and both had secured some
sleep. Whn I awoke, a most agreeable
odor of coffee and frying ham saluted
my hungry nostrils. Parlow was at the
wheel and W astrow was pottering about
a little oil stove back In the diminutive
enslne-roo- lust putting the finishing
touches to an excellent breakfast to
which we three did ample Justice. It
was a rainy. foggy day. and there was a
stiff wind which kicked up good sized
white caps all about our boat.

W were running up the tit. jrancia
River. I was Informed, and on glancing
out. I saw that we had Indeed left the
Mississippi, both by the narrowness of
the stream and the color of the water.
The flood was out over the woods at
both banks, aud never a speck of land
did we see during the entire morning. We

n In doss to the willows and trees
tliat stuck up out of the watar to mark
the banks of the stream, and

was often made apprehensive of the
boat coming to grief by the swish of
bushes snd lUnbs sgalnat 4ta sldos and
the rasp of submerged obstacles upon
Its bottom. But my companions reas
sured me by their confident attitude, and
I pinned my faith to their knowledge or
navigation and they brought me through
safely, I must say In Justice to them.

The Interior or the boat assumen a
appearance after breakfast

when Parlow brought out three repeating
rifles and set about cleaning and oiling
them. When he had finished this sugges

since It Is not merely local, but reaches
out Into England and has advocates
In another country, will bear fruit for
future generations, even though Its
prophets be ridiculed by today's people.

After all, as the American board ex-

plains In Its announcement, many
many spellings to which men are most
loyal are truly perver-
sions of printers. Every
writer knows that printers are capable
of any and every form of corruption,
so far as copy Is ooncerned. Their
errors have even saved famous schol-
ars from deception by fabricators of
false antique manuscripts. One of these.
M. Simonldes. offered to li wise men at
Athens a manuscript of Homer written
on iotus leaves. M. Slmonidss wished
to reap exceeding high reward for
his discovery of a genuine codes of
very early date and would have done
so. as 11 of the 11 Judges were satss-fie- d

as to Its genuineness, had not the
12th discovered that it was a
copy of Homer's text as published by
the German critic Wolff and that "the
manuscript produced the whole of the
printers' errors in the edition."

Newspaper men who have had good
stories ruthlessly ruined will readily ac-

cept the statements of the board when It
places blame on old-tim- e printers for
Inserting needless letters, such as "B"
In doubt, redoubt, debt; "S" In aisle,
isle and Island: "C" In scene, scion,
scissors and scythe. These were words
In the second list Issued In January.
With them came an announcement ex-

plaining the reason for all changes
made. With regard to words of the
third list, a statement that the board
alms to remove certain anomalies and
Irregularities which were never a part
of the language has already been madtx

Caxton, the board avers, was re-

sponsible for Insertion of H In the
good old English word ghost. He fol-

lowed the Dutch fashion and his ac-

tion led to addition ot the same letter
to the words agast and gastly. Dr.
Johnson, who made all his little fishes
talk like whales. Is responsible for the
word oocos, which the board Insist
should be coco. The ponderous

confused two words, one
coco, fruit of a palm tree and the other
cacao, seeds of a tropical tree and
drink derived from them. His con-
fusion led to the appearance of the
word cocoa In his dictionary of 175S
and other dictionaries have perpetuated
his error. Choir Is a blundering mix-
ture of the French word choeur and
the English word quire, the form found
In the English book of Common Prayer.

Every writer before the ISth century
spelled the word ache. ake. deriving
It from the Anglo-f- i xon acan, as bake
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tive task, he offered one of them to me,
but I declined It, as I had a heavy Army
revolver In my holster that had been
with me so long and had proven so faith-
ful when sad necessity required Its use,
that I preferred to remain true to It.

The boat was kept close to the eastern
shore line and my companions told me
that they Intended running up one side

of the river and down the other, lnspeot--
I . . Vl A kraak In th timber
through which the Davy Jones could
have been run, and li tney lauea in
finding It on the up Journey, they would
mn Hrvn tho nnnosita side. They felt
sure of locating it then.

It was close to noon wnen we tumea
.Kan hn In th river, which Par- -

low told me was 30 miles from the Mis- -
; 4 nn , H farrliAF Rhan there

was a depression In the tree line, which
Parlow said Indicated that a slough or
t A.,f thAM and thst If It were
followed up one would probably find a
lake back In the timber. I looked at it

Is derived from baoan. The board,
which has been derided as academic
and pedantic In suggesting-- that the
old form be restored, was merely evi-
dencing dislike for a faulty derivation.

The new simplifications! In the third
list are of the same character as those
In the first list Issued in March, 1008,
and In the seoond list, given to the
publlo in January.

Even the weight of President Roose-
velt's Influence was not enough to turn
popular approval toward the lists here-
tofore given out After he had pub-
licly expressed himself In favor of re-

form. Congress resolved that the Gov-
ernment printing office should adhere
to the standard of orthography pre-
scribed In accepted diction-
aries of the English language. In Its

wn Justification the Simplified Spell-
ing Board has explained that Its first
list of 300 words contained only such
words as were already spelled In two
or more ways by high authorities and
was in no sense a suggestion for new
spellings. Spenser, Milton. Bunyan
had already accepted the forms pre-
scribed by the board and they had been
offered as alternatives by recognized
dictionaries. Dropping the "B" from
crumb, mumb and thumb merely gives
to modern writers the privilege of
spelling those words as they were
spelled by Milton and Ben Jonson.
Even before the slmpltflers got busy
no one thought of writing dummy and
numskull with a "B." There Is really
no reason why egg should retain the
double (G) ending. Once upon a time
leg and peg had It, but egg Is the
only common word In the English lan-
guage which has kept this ending.

The board seems to have the best of
the argument so far as logic goes,
but language Is a growth, and a slow
one at that. Though they may be
graduallly brought to acoept changes,
no man nor body of men can, by offi-
cial decree, thrust upon a race of peo-
ple changes of speeoh. oral or written,
for which the people are not ready.
In the meanwhile, paragraphers are
making ready to be their wittiest over
the third list.

In Defense of the Kiss.
Louisville Courier Journal.

Science presumes too far when It thinks
It may stop a kiss by threatening the
performers with a tuberculosis germ.
The germ la somewhat a despot, but he
and his can no more accom-
plish the downfall and extinction of the
kiss than a woman with a broom can
sweep the clouds out of the heavens.

If there is anything Slicing that It
cannot be abolished that should be glorl- -

SPELLING BE SIMPLE?
eorloaa View ot Changes) Proposed by Great Brttalnw Reform Board.
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curiously, and was on the point of ask-
ing some question when Was trow, who
was steering, became gretly excited and
called Parlow to his side. He pointed
across the river at the mouth of the
slough and seemed to be endeavoring to
show some object to his companion. Far-lo- w

eaw it In ar instant, and the boat's
prow was headed for It. .1 couldn't make

out what they had discovered, although
I strained my eyes, as I asked what it
was.

Parlow pointed with his long, skinny
arm at a tree limb which had been broken
half off near the trunk and which dan-
gled down, hanging by a strip of bark.
I saw, even at that distance, that the
break was white and fresh. My com-
panions seemed to attach the greatest
weight to It, for they gesticulated and
pointed at It, talking excitedly all the
while.

We were now approaching It closely,
and I suddenly saw Parlow grab up his
rifle and point it at a streak on the trunk

fled, idealized, and exalted, lt'is the kiss.
Do otherwise and you rob literature of
some of its greatest beauty, history of Its
finest romance; you simply take the
bloom right out of everything that has
been worth while. Make the kiss merely
a disease-breede- r, and think to what
depths sinks the tale of Leander, who
swam the Hellespont to kiss the fair
Hero, And Romeo and Juliet. Paola and
Franceses, Ulysses and Calypso, Dante
and Beatrice, Aucassin and Nlcollette,
and all the other kissers who ever kissed,
become but gross traffickers in germs.

If the kiss Is unromantlo. what is there
In life that Is romantioT For the sake
of the sentiment of the thing, which Is
but an offshoot of love, whioh la the
greatest thing In the world, the tubereru
losls experts should take down their
signs and recall their warnings.

A NervyWoman
Shoots

Buffalo (Wye) Cor. Nsw Tork World.
Mrs. Frederick Graf, a ranehwoman

living near here, subjected Herbert Ar-
nold, a wealthy cattleman, to unique and
cruel punishment because he had mads
an attempt to mistreat her
daughter.

Armed with a which sne
uses with extraordinary skill, and a
quirt, the enraged mother, accompanied
by a cowboy who Is employed on her
ranch, drove to Arnold's ranch resolved
to make him pay dearly for his das-
tardly assault upon her daughter. On
her arrival there she learned that Arnold.
In company with two men friends, had
started by wagon for Sheridan. She
promptly set out In pursuit and, ever-taki-

him near Sheridan, commanded
him to halt.

He did so, and then, at the point of her
the woman compelled him

and his two friends to alight from the
wagon. Thereupon she commanded Ar-

nold to hold up his hands, and at the
Same time ordered his friends to sit down
by the roadside and be quiet.

Arnold was slow to accede to her de-

mand and to get quick action she took
aim with her and clipped
off a bit of his ear with a bullet, imme-
diately thereafter grazing his cheek with
another bullet and with a third cutting
a hole In his hat.

Arnold's friends thsn sought to Inter-
fere, but she drove them back to their
place by the roadside with her gun and
then, "hogtying" Arnold as cowboys are
won't to hogtle steers, she proceeded to
lash him with her quirt, plying him with
the Instrument of torture until he was
a mass of cuts and bruises.

When she had punished him to her
satisfaction. Mrs. Graf drove back to
her ranch. Arnold has left the country
and no warrant has been sworn out for
the arrest of the woman who assaulted
him --4

of the tree In which hung the broken
Hmb. I saw what he referred to. and as
we ran close beside it I saw that it was
a smudge of paint and splinters of wood,
as if something bad rubbed against it.
Then I realized the purport of these
signs and did not need the excited expla
nation that the rivermen gave me. We
slowed the engine down nntll Its muffled

exhaust was scarcely audible and, steal-
thily crept Into the narrow slough that
ran back Into the timber. The men were
sure that some boat had run up this
slough, and I felt that they were right,
and that it must be the vessel that we
were after, for no sane pilot would drive
a boat Into such a channel unless he
were endeavoring to find a place of con-

cealment.
tl was a tortuous course through the

forest, by this narrow slough, or lead,
fringed with stately cypress trees stand-
ing as straight as arrows. Even my In-

experienced eye could detect that the
boat had surely passed along the channel

Report of the Secretary of AgTlculturs.
Tangible evidences of the beneficial

results of the gigantlo movement In
agricultural instruction and Improve-
ment, of the unprecedented uplift of
the farmer, and the betterment of coun-
try life are found In the wonderful In-

crease tn diversification and geographio
extension of products, apart from any
mere cultivation of new land, ana are
recorded with arithmetical precision by
the Increased production per acre of
various crops far which facts are
Known.

It must be remembered that this
country is passing through historical
phases of agricultural production. First
jrnes the exploitation of virgin land

by the soil robber, a proceeding that
la Justified by the poverty of the set-
tler or his lack of capital; next is the
diminished production per acre, which
surprises the farmer, and for which he
is unable to aocount; next Is the receipt
Of Information from the scientist a
to the means of improving the pro-
ductivity of the land, with slow re-
sponse; in the course of time, especially
when the next or perhaps the third gen-
eration takes the. farm. Important ad-

vances are made, at first Irregularly
and mostly on the farms of the lead-
ing farmers, and subsequently with In-

creasing diffusion and accelerated
speed.

Increased Production Per Acre.
In the oase for all crops for which

production per acre Is known, there
was an Increase during the last ten
years and also. In a somewhat less de-
gree. In the case of most of them, dur-
ing the last 20 years. This is the gen-
eral fact for the United States in spite
of the damaging effect on the general
average by reason of decreasing pro-
duction per acre from land that has
not yet entered upon the final hlstorlo
stage ef agriculture.

The farmers of this oountry have now
made a creditable beginning In this
last phase of historical agriculture. It
Is now a movement of masses as well
as of leaders. It Is more and more a
diffused movement in place of being'
broken up into localized efforts. This
movement has gained most of Its head-
way during the last 12 years. In-

creased production per acre Is clearly
Indicating the extent and forces of
this uplifting movement

Evidences of a New Agriculture.
During the ten years 1877-188- 6 the

mean yield of cotton por acre In all
states, new land and old being com-
bined, w.VJ 170 pounds: during, the ten
years erring with 1S36 the mean was
172 potads; and the increase from that
figure Juring the succeeding ten years
endinsT with 190S was to 191 pounds,

ahead of us. The drift was disordered
and willows and saplings were broken
off here and there.

As we proceeded, the rivermen gripped
their rifles nervously and peered ahead
through the open window of tho cabin
with baleful glare of panthers. They
swept every bit of the channel on both
sides with eves that overtooked nothing.
and at the discovery of a new sign of the
boat's havi ; passed that way. they
would nudgn each other and exchange
glances that boded no good for tnn
thiefes. Parlow was especially notice
able for the steely glitter of his eyes,
and I read murder In them as plainly as
I bare ever seen it In box-c- ar letters on
the front page of a yellow Journal.

We must have traveled a mile or more,
when. Just as we darted around a clump
of willows and saw a stretch of open
water loomed far ahead, there was a
spiteful report far down the lake, and a
rifle ball sung over our heads. I had been
under fire before, but It happened so sud
denly that I ducked Involuntarily. But
not so with Parlow and Wastrow. They
seemed to hall the attack with fiendish
dellsht. and I saw them stick their rifles
farther out of the open window and sight
carefully down the ban-els- .

Our course was changed slightly, and as
the prow of the bout swung to the right
In obedience to the rudder, I eaw the
Davy Jones tied up to a gigantic cypres3
tree at the farther side of tile lake. We
headed directly for It, and there were
several more shots from Its direction, and
one bullet plumped into tho woodwork
of the cabin and sent a shower of splin-
ters about my ears. Over the bowed
heads of the two rivermen I could plainly
see the steamboat, and on its lower deck
I saw three men, each tiring at us with a
repeating rifle. We were now less than
200 yards' distant from them, but neither
of my companions had replied to their
fire. Our progress was slow, and we
made an excellent target, as the sullen
crunching of bullets through the wood-
work and the splintering of glass indi-
cated.

As coolly as If he were giving soma
direction about the running of the launch,
I heard Parlow mutter to his companion:

"You take the one on your right side
and I'll take care of the one on mine.
You say when."

Wastrow immediately grunted his un-

derstanding, and although he didn't say
"when," he said something that caused
two fingers to curl about two triggers.
There was a loud report from their rules,
sounding like a single shot, and I saw
two of the men on the steamer crumple
up like a sere leaf, stagger a step or so,
and fall to the deck. The third man
turned to run, but he had only gone far
enough to permit of the flinslnff back of
a lever and a hasty taking of sight be-

fore I saw him pitch forward In re-

sponse to a spiteful crack from Parlow's
rifle.

"I'd 'a got him If you" hadn't," "Wastrow
grunted in a matter-of-fa- ct way. Just as
if he had been shooting at squirrels or
ducks instead of human beings.

It made me turn sick to hear them
speak so lightly of killing three of their
fellow men. We ran alongside, and one
of the riermen Jumped out and made
fast to the steamer. Parlow looked ap-

prehensively about the boat, and I fol-

lowed his gaze, which Anally settled on
the brick foundation for the boilers. I
saw a glad light come Into his eyes, and
somehow I Jumped to the conclusion that
his treasure, whatever It might be, was
concealed In that brickwork.

Wastrow had not noticed this.
The boat was In the wildest confusion.

It was evident that the thieves were
literally following Parlow's suggestion
and picking it to pieces. The stufly cabin
and squalid staterooms had been absolutely
wrecked. The mattresses were slit open,
ri nknir torn away, and every place of
concealment laid bare. Parlow grinned
maliciously at the wreck of his boat, and
I saw that he felt the keenest satisfac-
tion at the knowledge of the three Inert
things that lay out upon the forward
deck, stiffening In the diixsle which had
now turned to sleet.

Parlow examined the corpses and said
that he knew all three of them; they

or 11 per cent abovs the yield of the
preceding ten years.

Most interesting now Is the testi-
mony of the older cotton states to the
arts- - and sciences of agriculture. In
North Carolina the mean production
of cotton per acre Increased from the
ten years ending with 1896 to the ten
years' ending with 1906 by 21.8 per
cent; In South Carolina 20.; in Geor-
gia, 15.9 per cent; In Mississippi, 16.9

per cent; and In Tennessee, ll.S per
cent

Other crops Join hands with cotton
In swelling the evidence. Within ten
years, mean figures being adopted as
before explained, the production of
corn per acre in Ohio Increased 17.8
per cent, and In Virginia 18.S per cent;
oats increased 17.1 per oent in Indiana.

Wheat Increased 16.2 per cent in New
York, 45.9 per cent in Nebraska, 14.5
per cent in Maryland, 19.1 per cent
in Virginia; barley increased 13.6 per
cent in Wisconsin: rye, 24.4 per cent
In Pennsylvania, 14.6 per cent In M-
ichigan; buckwheat Increased 14.7 per

REPORTING A
Toung Egbert and his mother sat mys-

teriously at the head of the stairs. In

the dim light of early evening.
A few momenta before Egbert's sister

had received a young man caller, and
had promptly disappeared with him Into
the gloomy recesses of the front parlor.

Young Egbert's one ambition was to
be a. reporter. He had read all tho lit-

erature on the subject, bis mind was
filled with "scoops" and "beats" and lie
had determined, with proper Journalistic
Instinct, to do Justice to this occasion.

His mother, excusing herself on the
ground that she had a duty to perform
in watching her daughter, was equally
ready to listen.

Egbert slid down -- stairs, but in a few
moments silently returned. Breathlessly
he whispered:

"Present Indications are that there will
be a good story, all right. Here Is a
diagram of room. Chairs are arranged,
with sofa In extreme corner. Gas shed-

ding faint glimmer. Conversation as fol-

lows:
" "O. George! How could your
"Full particulars later."
Once more he sped away, and again

returned:
"Situation practically unchanged. Lov-

ers apparently have no realization of
their danger. Progress to sofa marked
by demonstrations all along the line of

Sine cSs

were members of a gang of toughs tnat
infested the river, and he began to display
symptoms of alarm as soon as he had
looked them over. "This ain't all of 'em."
he eaid. "There's iiioi'n this, and they
will be coming back here and tskin' a
pot shot at us if we dun't hurry up and
get away." Wastrow seemed to share
this apprehension, and suggested that we
had best leave as soon as possible, for
tho pirates would have every iVlvantac
of us if they should como back, the tim-

ber about the boat affording excellent
places of concealment from which they
could tire upon us with safety.

Acting upon this advice, Parlow se-

cured a crowbar and attacked the brick
foundation undi-- tho holler at a point
near the farther end from the fire-bo-

while Wastrow stood bj-- and watched him
with m'reedy eyes. With a few lusly'
strokes Parlow pried out sorno of the
bricks, and I saw a, small iron-bouu- d box
within tho opening. Parlow dragged It
out with some difficulty. It was heavy,
and something within It clinked like
metal when It was moved. With Wna-trow- 's

assistance he carried it to the
gasoline launch and placed It inside.
Theu ho hastened up tho rompanionway
Into the stuffy office, and dived Into the
rickety stove that stood in one corner.
Ho scooped the ashes from the waste
box at Us bottom, and disclosed a small
ring. Pulling on this, ho raised an ing-

eniously-contrived door which had been
quite concealed by the ashes. The stove
had a false bottom and from tho cavity
In it he brought forth three heavy sacks
which I saw contained coins.

Wastrow had watched these proceed-
ings with ryes that were narrowed to
tiny slits. I could see that he was In-

terested, and I didn't like the cupidity
and cunning which showed in his entire
face.

Parlow had lugged the sacks down the
companlonway and started for the launch,
declining the assistance that Wastrow of-

fered him, and he was in the act of
stepping Into the launch when there came
a spiteful crack and a puff of smoke from
somewhere back In the timber and a
bullet plumped into a stanchion beside
him, to which the launch was tied.

It was no time for hesitation, so we
three Jumped into the launch and Was-
trow cut the rope which moored us to the
steamer. The surviving members of the
gang were returning, and we had no de-

sire to be trapped on the dismantled
steamer. In a trice Parlow had started
the engine and we were headed away
from the Davy Jones. Bullets sang all
around us, and although we returned the
fire, the pirates were hid away In th
timber, and there was small chance of
silencing them. We tore through the
water with bullets skipping and ricochet-
ing about us on every hand until we
turned the bend in the slough. Not until
then did we draw a full breath or feel
that we were out of danger from the
murderous bandits hid back In the thick
timber.

It was an uneventful cruise back to the
city. It having been decided that It was
better to return there and send out a
strong party to recover the stolen boat,
than for us three to attempt It. I am
sure that Parlow didn't sleep a wink
on the return Journey, for whenever I
was awake I saw him huddled down upon
the ironbound box Into which he had sur-
reptitiously slipped the sacks of money

that he had taken from the bottom of the
stove.

I was dog tired when we reached port
late tho next afternoon, so I left the
rivermen aboard the launch after offer-

ing to help Parlow carry his box to a
place of safety, an offer which he de-

clined.
That was the last I ever saw of either

of the rivermen.
Parlow was found dead, floating in the

river some months later.
Wastrow, who had disappeared, was

suspected of the murder, but he was
never apprehended.

I don't know what became of the Iron-bou-

box, but the Davy Jones never
went on another cruise. The pirates
k, it eienr to the keel where It was

MARCH OF FARMING SCIENCE
. Its Evidences Seen In the Phenomenal Increase of Production.

-
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tied up In the Isolated lake.

oent" in Maine and 21.9 per cent in
Pennsylvania; potatoes 39.1 per cent
in Maine and 21.1 per cent In Wiscon-
sin.

Increase for hay was 14.3 per cent
in Kentucky, 27.7 per cent in Minne-
sota, 19.4 per cent In North Carolina,
19.5 per cent In Georgia, 17.6 per cent
in Alabama, and 30.8 per cent in Ore-

gon.
In some degree this upward move-

ment began 20 years ago, for during
that time corn production per acre
increased 25 per cent In Illinois and
21.7 per cent In Virginia; the produc-
tion of oats increased 32.4 por cent in
Maine; wheat Increased 30.6 per cent
in Iowa, 37.3 per cent in Nebraska,
23.4 per cent In Maryland, and 27.7
per cent In' Virginia; rye Increased 39.3
per cent in Pennsylvania; buckwheat
increased 40.8 per cent In Maine and
26.9 per cent In Pennsylvania; pota-
toes Increased 64.5 per cent in Maine,
and hay increased 23.2 per cent In
North Carolina, 32.8 per cent In Ala
bama, and 3o.l per cent m Oregon.

LOVE SCENE
march." At last reports holding hands.
Sofa creaking slightly."

In a few moments more he was back
again:

"Hh. At 7:47 Eastern time, there was
a faint smacking sound quickly followed
by another. Silences between. These
continued at intervals of about five sec-

onds, with scarcely any interruption, un-

til a blind on window blew back. Fol-

lowing conversation was taken down:
" Oh, Gcorgei'
" 'You mustn't!'
" "My hair is coming down I'
"George refused to be Interviewed.'

Hair fell at 7:52. Full particulars later."
Egbert sped away once more. But st

this Instant the boy reporter's father
came In through the front door, opening
it with a latch-ke- y, having first become
aware of the buggy in front.

The boy's next report was as follows:
"It was Indeed a thrilling moment. The

light from overhead, now suddenly be-

came like the noonday sun. shone down
on a scene that bafflos description. De-

vastation reigned supreme. The young
and beautiful girl reached in vain
for the Imported puffs that strewed tne
floor. Her confession In full, with de-
scription of her clothes, will appear In a
later edition." Life.

Tenure of Wedding Clothes.
Atchison Globe.

The average man is so economical that
he makes his wife's wcddlns clothes last
her two years.


